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heb pe nog 
My Lozn, a 


HE great and good Man, of 

whoſe Life I have given an 
authentic, howeyer im perfect, ac- 
count, in the moſt earneſt Lad ſolemn 
manner recommended his two Colle- 
ges, that is, his Eſtate, his Family, 
his Children, his dearer Self, to 
the care and protection of his Suc- 
ceſſors the Biſhops of Wincheſter, 


I ſhould not a& agreeably to his will 
A 2 and 


1 


iv DEDICATION, 


and intention, if I did not endeavour 
to-obtain the ſame patronage. for his 
Memory and his Reputation, 


' Your Lordſhip hath long executed 
the Truſt thus devolved upon You 
in ſuch a manner as demands the 
moſt grateful acknowledgements of 
thoſe Societies: You have treated 
them upon all occaſions with all the 
tenderneſs of an indulgent Parent ; 
and if at any time the duty of that 
Truſt hath required You to interpoſe 
with authority, your deciſions have 
been wholly diſintereſted and per- 
fedtly upright; You have acted Juſt 
as He, whoſe Subſtitute You were, had 
preſcribed; juſt in every reſpe& as 
He would have acted Himſelf, 


But 


DE DIOATION ». 


hut this addreſs, My Lord, is not 
more neceſſary on account of the 
Subject, than it is in reſpect of the 
Author. Your Lordſhip, unſollicited 
and unaſked, called him from one of 
thoſe Colleges to a Station of the firſt 
Dignity in your Dioceſe; and took 
the earlieſt opportunity of accumula- 
ting your favour upon him, and of 
adding to that Dignity a ſuitable 
ſupport. | Theſe obligations he is 
now the more ready thus publicly 
to acknowledge, as he is removed 
out of the reach of farther favours 
of the like kind. And tho' he hath 
relinquiſhed the advantages ſo gene- 
roully conferred upon him, yet he 
{hall always eſteem himſelf . highly 
honoured in having once enjoyed the 
A 3 patronage 


vi DEDICATION. 
patronage of the great Advocate of 
Civil and Religious Liberty, 


I am with the greateſt Reſpedt and 


jt Gratitude 

"I { 

wW My Los, 

N : 

N 

| 1 

* Your Lordſhip's 

8 | | 
l Moſt Obliged and moſt 


—— — 
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Obedient Servant, 
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T HE following collection was be- 


gun, and was pretty far advanced, 
ſeveral years ago, while the au- 
thor had the happineſs of being a member 
of one of the Colleges founded by the great 
Prelate, who is the ſubject of it. It was part- 
ly interrupted by purſuits of another kind, 
and partly deferred in hopes of farther op- 
portunities of enlarging his materials : 
and it is now offered to the public, not 
as full and complete in any reſpe&, but 
as the whole reſult of his moſt diligent 
inquiries into a ſubject rendered very ob- 
ſcure by the darkneſs of the times to which 
it belongs, and in which he deſpairs of be- 
ing able to acquire any conſiderable acceſſion 
of light. 
It has long been a common complaint 
among thoſe, whoſe reſpe& and gratitude. 
A 4 | has 
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has raiſed in them a curioſity not eaſily 
ſatisfied with regard to their great Bene- 
factor, that ſo few particulars of the life 
and actions of ſo eminent a perſon have 
been with certainty delivered down to us; 
and that the traces that remain of do- 
meſtic tradition concerning him, are ſo. 
very obſcure and imperfect. Chaunde- 
ler “ began with this complaint three 
hundred years ago: by his attempt to 
write upon the ſubject he has ſhewn, that 
he did not want a good will; but by his- 
performance he has contributed very little 
towards removing the obſcurity of which 
he ſo much complains. Much might have 
been then done by a diligent inquiry pro- 
perly conducted ; but the moſt able men 
of that time knew not either what ad- 
vantages they had, or how to make uſe 
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* « Wilhelmi vita ferme ignota eſt, & pauci aut 
« nulli extant de ea ſcripti libri; quod non fine ad- 
« miratione dico, tam excelſum & glorioſum virum a. 
« memoria hominum excidere, cum vix quinquaginta 
« & octo anni ab ejus morte tranfierunt.“ Chaundeler. 
MS. in Biblioth. Coll. Nov. pag. 42. 

« Nos quid honoris, quid laudis, quid glorie, fun- 
&« datori noſtro tanto contulimus, qui nihil ferme de 

4x beatis ejus moribus & vita ſollicite exquirentes, proh 
* pudor immemores beneficii, quaſi morbidum patimur 

t letargum?” Ibid. pag. 4. | 
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of them. The age was in "itſelf dark 3 
and the civil wars between the houſes of 
York and Lancaſter not only obſtructed 
all knowledge, but muſt have ſuppreſſed 
the memory of the times immediately pre- 
ceding, and deſtroyed many of the evi- 
dences of hiſtory, | 
In the next century, after the revival of 
learning, and when it had made confide- 
rable advances, a more regular and ex- 
tenſive inquiry into this ſubject was un- 
dertaken and purſued with better ſucceſs. 
Dr. Thomas Martin, chancellor of the 
dioceſe of Wincheſter under biſhop Gar- 
diner, wrote the life of Wykeham in latin. 
He ſeems not ſo much to have wanted di- 
ligence in collecting proper materials, as 
care and judgement in digeſting and com- 
poſing them. His account is full of miſ- 
takes: his relation of facts, and the courſe 
even of public affairs in the moſt impor- 
tant parts, is extremely confuſed and in- 
accurate: and beſides, were his relation of 
facts ever ſo accurate, yet he writes in ſo 
rhetorical and declamatory a ſtyle, that his 


reader, if he does not preſently throw 


aſide his book, will be diſpoſed to ſuſpect 
the truth of what he delivers with ſuch a 
per 
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rpetually laboured exaggeration. This 
"ig of Wy keham was firſt publiſhed itt 


4to in he year 1597, ſeveral years after 
the death of the author. Perhaps it never 


was perfectly finiſhed arid corrected by 


him. It was reprinted at Oxford; without 
any correction or improvement, by Dr. Ni- 
cholas, Warden of Winchefter College, in 
the year 1690. The republication of this 
work ſeems to indicate the prevailing opi- 
nion of that time to have been, and the 
ſame opinion has continued to prevail ever 
ſince, that hardly any new light was to be 
expected upon this ſubject. - 

Theſe prejudices had not ſuch influence 
on the author of the preſent inquiry, as 
to prevent his examining, whether they 
were well founded or not. He ſoon found, 
that it would be a very eaſy matter to give 
a fuller, a more accurate, and more cer- 
tain account of the life of Wykeham, 
than had been already given: but whether 
it would be worth while to attempt to 
write a new account upon materials, which, 
though larger and more authentic than had 
been made uſe of before, were like to' be 
by no means ſufficient to furniſh out a 
juſt and complete piece of hiſtory ; this 

I was 


1 
1 r e 9 


Mn A C E. 1 
was a on which he could not ſo oon 
reſolve with” timſelf. What determined 
him at laſt to this undertaking was tlie 
examination of Wykeham's Regiſter, which - 
is ſtill preferved at Wincheſter in the 
office of the regiſter of the chancellor of 
the dioceſe. He faw, that this monument 
of Wykeham's public as, which is as 
full, as accurate, and as perfect, as any 
thing extant in its kind, containing a dia- 
ry of thirty-ſeven years, would not only 
itſelf ſupply many important facts; but 
would ſerve moreover as a teſt, to which 
other facts and circumſtances might be 
brought, to be tried by a continued ſeries 
of ſure and infallible dates, and by ſuch 
trial to be moſt evidently difproved ot ve- 
rified: and that this alone, as it had not 
before been conſulted for any fuch pur- 
poſe, afforded a foundation, upon which 


a more firm and more ample ſtructure 
might be raiſed, than bal itherto been 
attempted. Having thus gotten a ſure 


ground-work for his defign, he uſed His 
utmoſt diligence in collecting all the beſt 
and moſt authentic materials, that lay 
within his knowledge or his reach: and 
in digeſting and compoſing them, he has 
chiefly 
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chiefly ſtudied clearneſs of method, and 
plainneſs of narration: his view has not 
been elegance and ornament, but evidence 
and truth; nor does he pretend to enter- 
tain and amuſe, but merely to inform and 
explain. He has therefore been careful to 
affirm nothing poſitively without ſuffi- 
cient warrant, and to give exact references 
to his authorities. And that the reader 
may be able to judge, what degree of cre- 
dit is due to the ſeveral authorities fo fre- 
quently cited, 1t will be proper in this 
place to give him a particular deſcription, 
and an exact account, of ſuch of them as 
are not commonly to be met with, or ge- 
nerally known. They here follow under 
the ſeveral titles by which they are referred 
tO. 7 

Regiſtrum Wykeham. The Regiſter of 
Wykeham before mentioned conſiſts of 
two very large volumes in folio very fairly 
written on vellum. The contents of theſe 
volumes are particularly ſpecified in the 
general title of the regiſter itſelf, which 1s 
as follows. 

e Incipit Regiſtrum de As & geſtis 
te reverendi Patris domini Wilhelmi de 
* Wikeham Dei Gratia Wyntonienſis Epif- 

1 -* 
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p. K E FA CE. xt. 
« copi, cui de epiſcopatu Wyntonienſi 
“ per felicis recordationis Urbanum divina 


« providentia Papam quintum per viam 
reſervationis fuit proviſum ſub data Vi- 


« terbii IIdo Idus Julii pontificatus ſui 


anno quinto. Et conſecratus fuit in 
eccleſia Londonienſi per venerabilem pa- 


trem Dom. Simonem tunc archiepiſ- 


copum Cantuarienſem aſſiſtentibus ſibi 
venerabilibus patribus Dominis Simone 
London. & Roberto Sareſburien. epiſcopis 


die dominica que fuit decima dies men- 


ſis Oct. an. Dom. McccLxvii, prout in- 
ferius clare patet. 

e In prima parte dicti Regiſtri conti- 
nentur Confirmationes Abbatum & Prio- 
rum Electorum, necnon Inſtallationes ac 


Collationes & Inſtitutiones quorumcung; 
e beneficiorum eccleſiaſticorum per eundem 


Dom. Wynton. epiſcopum tempore ſuo 
factæ. 


* In ſecunda parte inſeruntur Ordines 
celebrati per dictum Patrem in ſua Dioc. 


** a tempore conſecrationis ſux, & Literæ 
* dimiſforiz per eum conceſſæ. 


« In 


KR tortia by mr n Bulle 
ce « Papales, mandata Cardinalium, & li- 
te teræ pro Convocatione cleri, Commiſ- 
*«. fiones & alia literæ, & Memoranda tem- 
e pore ſuo executa, & executiones eorun- 
« dem, & Liceneig non reſidendi, cum 
« aliis ibidem particulariter prout geſta 
« ſunt deſignatis, & una cum Teſtamentis, 
% & Diſpenſationibus cum illegitime na- 
«16, 

« In quarta parte continentur Brevia 
« Regia ditto patri directa, ac Reſponſa, 
e & executiones, & returna brevium præ- 
& dictorum.“ 

Tractatus in Veteri Regiſtro Collegii 
Wintonienſis. This treatiſe is inſerted near 
the beginning of a Miſcellaneous Volume, 
being for the moſt part a regiſter, which 
1s always here referred to under the title of 
Vet. Regiſtry. Coll. Wint. The title of 
this treatiſe at length is, Libellus ſeu 
Tractatus de proſapia vita & geſtis ve- 
e nerabilis patris & Domini Domini Wil- 
« helmi Wykeham nuper epiſcopi Wyn- 


* Towards the middle of the third part there begins 
a new numeration of folios. In the references to this 
part the letters a, and b. denote the 1ſt and 2d numera- 
tion. 


« ton.“ 


BIF 42. xv 
« ton“ At the end is added; Expli- 
ee cit —— ſeu libellus de- | 
« [ut prius] — editus anno domini 
& MCCCCXXIV, qui fuit annus xx 
« poſt obitum ejuſdem patris, & regni 
« regis Henrici Sexti annus ſecundus.” 
This preciſe date pretty well determines 
the authority of this manuſcript. Mar- 
tin frequently cites this treatiſe as written 
by one Robert Heers, or Hereſius, as he 
calls him, a member of one of Wyke- 

ham's Colleges. No one of that name was 
ever Fellow of either of the Colleges, if 
we may truſt the regiſters. He probably 
means Robert Heete, who was admitted 
ſcholar of Wincheſter College, in the year 
1401; ſucceeded to New College in 
1407; became Fellow of Wincheſter Col- 
lege in 1420; and died in 1432. His 
regard * and affection for the founder and 
the ſociety appears by his numerous do- 
nations to Wincheſter college, in books, 
plate, &c. and his age agrees perfectly 
well with his being the author ; but I can 
find no evidence of it. The author calls 


* Vet, Regiſtr. Coll, Wint. 
him- 
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himſelf Servus humilis & alumpnugs» 
4 reverendi Patris domini Wilhelmi 
« Wykeham“; and he addreſſes the fel- 
lows by the words © Kariſſimi Socii:“ ſo 
that he was certainly fellow of one of the 
Colleges; and as the treatiſe appears to 
have been originally inſerted into this re- 
giſter of Wincheſter College, he was moſt 
probably fellow of that College, when he 
wrote it; and perhaps was the abovemen- 
tioned Robert Heete. Tradition might 
have delivered him down as ſuch, and his 
name have been a little miſtaken and al- 
tered in paſſing to Martin. The pedigree 
which I have given in Appendix No. I. 
Martin attributes to the ſame author. It 
is indeed in the ſame volume, on the in- 
ſide of the cover of the book, at the be- 
ginning; but it has no relation to the 
Treatiſe, and is hardly ſo ancient as that, 
or the ſuppoſed author's time: yet it could 
not be much later, as Wykeham's couſin 
german's daughter was living when it was 
drawn up. 

Brevis Chronica. The whole title is, 
“ Brevis Chronica de ortu vita & geſtis no- 
« bilibus reverendi Domini Wilhelmi de 
« Wykcham olim Epiſcopi Wynton.” 

MS. 
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Ms. in Bibliotheca Coll. Nov. Oxon. It 
V uitle more than an abridgement of the 
above mentioned treatiſe, and ſeems to 
have been written ſoon after it. It has 
been publiſhed by Wharton in the Second 
Valume of his Anglia Sacra, who has by 
miſtake aſcribed it to Thomas Chaun- 
deler, 
Chaundeler. © Collocutiones de lauda- 
ee bili vita & moribus & chriſtiana per- 
« fectione Wilhelmi de Wykeham. Aucto- 
« re Thoma Chaundeler utriuſque Col- 
« legit Cuſtode, dein Oxon, poſtea Wellen- 
* ſi Cancellario. MS, in Bibliotheca 
Coll. Nov. in the ſame volume with the 
foregoing» This volume belonged to Tho- 
mas de Beckynton, Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells, to whom Chaundeler addreſſed and 
preſented his Dialogues, The Dialogues, 
tho' they are very long, afford but little 
hiſtorical matter, which the Author has- 
chiefly from the Short Chronicle, which 
he often cites as * of good authority, 


* « Et ne meo ſolum credar confiſus ingenio, aut 
«« quzque arroganter præſumere quæ probare non va- 
« leam, auſcultate quid in Brevi quadam & prius me- 
** tnorata Chronica de eo ſcriptum viderim.” Chayg+ 


deler, pag. 49. | 
IJ 52 He 


xviii E R. EI HAC. 
He ſays it was ſcarce fifty- eight years from 
the death of Wykeham to the time When 
he wrote, which (plainly | determines it to 
the beginning of the year 1462. 
Ms. Coll. Wint. This Manuſcript, in 
ſmall quarto, conſiſts of two parts written 
at different times. One of them contains 
chiefly a taxation of Biſhopricks, and other 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefices; and particularly 
of thoſe of the Dioceſe of Wincheſter . 
This was written in the time of Adam de 
Orleton, (as appears from page 21, and 23. 
who was Biſhop of Wincheſter from 
A. D. 1333, to 1345. It belonged to 
Wykeham himſelf, and was by him given 
to his College at Wincheſter, as appears 


+ Of the Benefices in the Biſhop of Wincheſter's 
patronage, the then real value, as well as the taxation, 
is given in this MS. This part is curious; and may 
be of uſe in the reſolution, of ſeveral queſtions relating 
to thoſe times. Thus, for inſtance, in a, matter that 
relates to the preſent fubject: The txation of the 
Biſhoprick of Wincheſter was = that dime. _—_— 
to the MS. 2977 J. 158. 10.d. If we may e it to 
have borethe ne proportion to the A Wars che ſũn 
of the taxation of the Benefices there given to the ſum 
of their real value, that is, as 2353 {marks to 3227 
marks; the real value of the Biſhoprick of Wincheſter 
in the time of Adam de Orleton muſt have been 5348 J. 
nearly: at large, we may be allowed to reckon it abore 

5000 J. per annum. 2 
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by the following article in V. Regiſtr: | 
Coll. Wint. 

« Item\1 liber dat. colleg per Domi- 
cc num Fungatorem, in quo continentur 
e taxationes omnium eceleſiarum in ſin- 
gulis dioc. per totam Angliam, qui fue - 
* rat in cuſtodia Johannis Exham Execut. 
he Domini Thomæ Aylyard 3 modo in 
e manibus Cuſtodis.“ 

To this were afterwards prefixed a fow 
additional leaves, containing an account of 
the life of Wykeham, and eſpecially of his 
"donations and charities. It ſeems to have 
been written. ſoon after Wykeham's death, 
by one who knew him perſonally, and had 
acceſs to the accounts of his Stewards. 

By the foregoing article of the Win- 
cheſter College Regiſter it appears, that 
the book, to which it is prefixed, was in the 
cuſtody of Dr. Thomas Aylward; he was 
Rector of Havant, and one of Wykeham's 
Executors, by which means the book 
ſeems to have come into his hands: and it 
continued in his hands till he died. Per- 
. haps he might have added to it this ſhort 
account of his friend and patron ; but 
wWhoever was the author, it ſeems atleaſt 
to be more ancient than the Short Chro- 

b 2 nicle, 
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nicle, or the Treatiſe ; and, as far as it goes, 
to be the moſt authentic account of 
Wykeham that is extant. Chaundeler 
mentions this MS. as what he had had 
ſome time before in his hands, and by 
memory mentions ſeveral particulars that 
are contained in it. + Utinam a me ſe- 
* mel viſam cartulam concederetur intueri 
« rurſum; illam loquor, quam noſtri 
« Fundatoris laudibus plenam, & chriſti- 
e aniſſimis quibuſdam ejus inſcriptam ope- 
« ribus, in Collegii Beatz Mariæ Wynton. 
« Theſauro & vidi & legi. Sed cum 
« Wentani Collegu præſiderem Cuſtos, 
« preciofi illius inventi theſauri indignum 
« me arbitrabar cuſtodem ; ea de re Do- 
« mino Wilhelmo [Waynflete] Epiſcopo 
« jam Wynton. cuſtodiendum ſecretius, 
« quid rogo dicerem, an repoſui, an obtu- 
« li? Ibi de refocillatione viginti quatuor 
« pauperum, quos a ſuſcepto primum e- 
« piſcopatu quotidiano more ſervaverat: 
&« ibi de ſubſidiis, vectigalibus, tributis, re- 
« buſque hujuſmodi exactis, vel Regi Ang- 
* liz debitis, quæ & quotiens pro ſuis te- 
« nentibus pius pater exſolverat : ibi de 
« cordis compunctione, de ipſius in Deum 


+ Chaundeler, pag. 57. 
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« devotiſſima mentis elevatione, intente 
« adeo, ut quam ſæpe, &, ſi bene recolo, 
« ſemper, in audiendis miſſis vel celebran- 
« dis amariſſime fleret.” 

MS. Coll. Nov. This manuſcript in 
folio contains, I. Controverſia inter Do- 
« minum Wilhelmum de Wykeham & 
« Magiſtros Hoſpitalis Sante Crucis pro- 
ce pe Wynton. II. Injunctiones factæ Pri- 
ce ori & Conventui Eccleſiæ Cathedralis 
« Wynton. poſt tertiam viſitationem Do- 
« mini; * and in like, manner, Injunctions 
to all the Religious Houſes of the Auguſ- 
tine and Benedictine Orders throughout 
the Dioceſe of Wincheſter. Harpsfield 
takes notice of theſe injunctions, but wri- 
ting from his memory, he gives no very 
exact account of them. Martin repreſents 
them, as a regular treatiſe of eccleſiaſti- 
cal diſcipline and the monaſtic life: he 
gueſſed ſo from Harpsfield's account, and 
from what he was told were the three firſt 
words of the firſt injunction, . Paſtorem 
6 vigilare oportet;“ for he had never ſeen 
them. This MS. alſo belonged to Wyke- 


A very fair Copy of theſe Injunctions to the Prior 
and Convent of Wincheſter, perhaps more perfectly 
finiſhed, is contained in MS. Harleian. Ne 328, 
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xx PREFACE. 
ham himſelf; for the injunctions are the 
original draughts corrected. It came after-" 
ward into the hands of Robert Shirborn, 
Maſter of St. Croſs Hoſpital, afterwards 
Biſhop of Chicheſter. The marginal notes 
throughout the book are in his hand writ- 
ing, as appears by the note at the beginning 
in the ſame hand; viz. Ro. Shirborn 
« cuſtos fuit iſtius hoſpitahs an. r. H. vii. 
cc vivo, nono, decimo. & inchoavit unde- 
« cimum, de reſiduo diſponat Deus.“ 

Ms. penes Dom. Epiſcopum Wint. a 
MS. in ſmall 4to, containing 137 folios, 
conſiſting of copies of Records relating to 
the Hoſpital of St. Croſs: communicated 
by the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
Wincheſter. It was written in the year 
1389, as appears from fol. 22; at which 
time John de Campeden was Maſter of the 
Hoſpital: probably it was written by his 
direction, and belonged to him; for towards 
the end there are ſeveral inſtruments inſerted 
relating to the Rectory of Chiriton, and one 
at the beginning containing the boundaries 
of that Pariſh, of which he was alſo at the 
ſame time Rector: whereas there is very 
little elſe, but what concerns St. Croſs only. 
By the — of this MS. ſome few correc- 


tions 
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- tions and additions have been made in this 
ſecond Edition; chiefly in Seck. 11. The 


Title of it is as follows: Liber iſte con- 
« tinet in parte copias cartarum, bullarum, 
« rentahum, cuſtumariorum, evidentiarum, 
« libertatum, hoſpitalis five domus elimo- 
« finarie-S** Crueis in Sparkeforde juxta 
« civitatem Wynton. quam fundavit & do- 
« tavit bone memorie quondam Henricus 
« Wynton, Epiſcopus dictus Bleſens. frater 
Regis Stephani nuper Regis Anglie.“ 

MS. Harleian. N' 1616, in the Britiſh 
Muſeum. A MS, in 8vo, containing 128 
pages, conſiſting of copies of Records 
relating to St. Croſs Hoſpital, which are 
for the moſt part the ſame with thoſe in 
the preceding MS. ; but not all that are 
there: and on the other hand, having ſame 
things that are not there. It was written 
before the year 1386 ; as appears from ſome 
additions in the vacant leaves at the begin- 
ning, (pag. 3.) of the fame hand with thoſe 
in the Biſhop of Wincheſter's MS. It pro- 
bably belonged likewiſe to John de Cam- 
peden, at that time Maſter, 

MS. Harleian. N' 6217. A paper book 
in folio containing 19 leaves. It is intitled, 
(by a late hand) An Hiſtoricall Relation 
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« of certain paſſages about the end of R. 
« Edward the 3d, and of his death;” with- 
out name or date: the hand writing about 
two hundred years old. It appears to be a 
Tranſlation from the Latin of an earlier 
age: for the writer, where he doubts of the 
ſenſe of his Author, or of the propriety of 
his own expreſſion, drawing a line under 
his own words, or leaving a blank ſpace in 
his text, ſets down the Latin words in the 
margin; as concerning Edward the 3d's 
death, the diſeaſe of (in the mar- 
gin) „ anuli.“ And the Author ſeems to 
ſpeak ſometimes, as if he lived in or near 
the time, of which he writes; as in the fol- 
lowing reflections on the death of the Prince 
of Wales: « Truly unleſs God (whoe de- 
e fended hym in battayle, and bayth now 
« taken hym from this worlde, perchaunce 
e that we ſhoulde put our truſte more con- 
« fidently in God) holde under hys bleſſed 
* hand, leaſt the miſerable Engliſhe. men 
ebe trodden downe; yt ys to be feared, 
« that our enemyes, whoe compaſs us on 
« everye ſyde, will rage upon us even unto 
utter deſtruction; and will taike our 
place and cuntrye. Ariſe, Lorde, and 
helpe 
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« helpe us, and defende us far thy names 
« ſalke. The ſame may be obſerved in 
ſome other paſſages, which are quoted from 
it in the Notes. It ſeems too to have been 
written recentibus odiis, with all the acri- 
mony of freſh reſentment, by the ſeverity 
with which the Duke of Lancaſter, Alice 
Perrers, and all of that party, are treated, 
It is only an extract or part of ſome large 
hiſtorical wark ; for it begins abruptly, 
«© The nyghte following : and it treats 
of theſe tranſactions more amply and par- 
ticularly, than any of the common accounts 
of thoſe times, What degree of credit is 
due to this anonymous Hiſtorian, is left 
to the Reader's judgement to determine. 
He will find his teſtimony impartially cited, 
where it ſeemed material; as well when it 
tends to invalidate the Author's opinion, as 
when 1t confirms it. 

Liber H, Coll. Wint. An ancient leger- 
book belonging to Wincheſter College, 
marked with the letter H; containing re- 
cords and evidences of various kinds, re- 
lating to the firſt foundation and endow- 
ment of the college. 

Rot. Parl. The Rolls of Parliament pre- 
ſerved in the Tower of London. A com- 

plete 


- — * DN 1 * 

—— — Fa = » y dry Fu G . 

— 2 2 * * 

— — — 2 — 

— — * — — — — — — — — = 
. - = - = 

* * 4 - — - — — — 

— — 


— * 

1 — 
— - 6 

4.4 <& - * 


* 


—_ — 5 
—— —— 


Pw 
— r 


a 

— - 
Pay 
* — 
— 


moſt accurate antiquary Dr. Tanner, late 


William of Wykeham, which he commu- 
nicated, in the year 1732, to Dr. Coxed then 


_ digeſted by him into proper order, but 
not publiſhed, being ſuch as were ſuppoſed 


XVII“ volume of the printed collection. 


zi PREFACE: 
phy copy of them, with. ſeveral other 
SS. was given to the library of Queen's 
College in Oxford, by Sir Joſeph Williams 
ſon, Secretary of ſtate in Charles the IId's 
time, By the favour of that learned Society; 
the author had the uſe of as many volumes 
of them, as he had occaſton to conſult. - © 
Rot. Pat. Tanner. The learned and 


Biſhop of St. Aſaph, made extracts from 
the Patent Rolls in the Tower of grants to 


Warden of New College. Theſe extracts 
of the Biſhop are cited, as above, with his 
name added, 

MS. Rymer. Beſides the collection of 
records publiſhed by Rymer, there was a 
great number of. records tranſcribed and 


to be of leſs general uſe. This manuſcript 
collection conſiſts of fifty- nine large volumes 
in folio; which were deſigned to be repo- 
ſited in the Cotton library. The contents 
of each volume, and the titles of the ſeveral 
records in each, are given at the end of the 


I Theſe 


PR E F A C E. xxvli 
Theſe ſeem to Have been wholly neglected by . 
our late hiſtorians, though, with regard to 
perſonal hiftory, and incidental matters, they - | 
may perhaps be of equal uſe with the 

tinted volumes. They were ſome' years 
ago in the hands of Samuel Burroughs, Eſq; 
Maſter in Chancery, and one of the Truſ- 
tees for the Cotton library. They are now 
to be found in their proper place in the Bri- 
tiſh Muſeurn. 

There are hardly any of the reſt of the 
authorities, but what will be ſufficiently 
known and underſtood of themſelves, as 
they are referred to. | 

Though tio inconſiderable progreſs has 
been here already made in collecting ma- 


of terials from the Public Records; namely, 
a from the Parliament Rolls and the Patent 
1d Rolls, which may well be ſuppoſed to have 


afforded more, and thoſe of more uſe and 
importance, than any others are like to do; 
and in ſome degree from all the reſt, by 
means of the collections of Rymer; both 
printed and manuſcript ; yet it is not to be 
doubted, but that a farther ſearch in the 
ſeveral public offices would ſupply particu- 
lar facts hitherto unknown, that might give 
new light, as well into the general ſtate of 
the 
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xxviii PRE F A C E. 
the affairs of thoſe times, as into Wyke» 
ham's perſonal hiſtory. In this perſuaſion, 
the author ſtill had it in his view to try 
what might be done in this way: but he 
has never yet found ſufficient leiſure or 
opportunity for an undertaking, which 
requires much of both, and which perhaps 
had better be wholly let alone, than neg- 
ligently and ſlightly performed; as a ſu- 
perficial and imperfect examination would 
probably have little other effect, than to 
diſcourage all attempts of the like kind for 
the future. Much leſs can he think in 
his preſent ſituation of ever being able pro- 
perly to execute ſuch a deſign. He muſt 
therefore content himſelf with recommend 
ing it to the two learned and flouriſhing 
Societies of Wykeham's foundation, as a 
matter which principally and nearly con- 
cerns them, and which he is ſure they will 
be ready to promote to the utmoſt of their 
power, to conſider of the propereſt method 
of ſupplying this deficiency. Perhaps a 
ſuitable encouragement on their part, both 
as a ſupport of the expence, and a reward 
of the labour, of ſuch a ſearch, might in- 
duce ſome perſon of ſkill and experience to 
undertake it. At preſent he hopes they 
will 
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will receive with candor and indulgence 
theſe his endeavours ; which were incited 


by no other motive than his earneſt deſire 


of expreſſing, in the beſt manner. he was 
able, his ſenſe of the great obligations, 
which he has to their great Founder and to 
Them. The ground at leaſt is cleared, a 
foundation laid, and ſomething of a plan 
given; and the materials here collected and 
diſpoſed with all the exactneſs he is capable 
of, will ſo far be of uſe, conſidered only as 
materials, If to theſe any conſiderable ac- 
ceſſion ſhould ever be made from the ſtores 
above mentioned, he is perſuaded there will 
not be wanting in thoſe Societies, ſuch as 
will be ready and able to make the proper 
uſe of them, and to ſet them forth to the 
beſt advantage ; that ſo the hiſtory of their 
pious and munificent Founder may be one 
day rendered in every reſpect as complete, as 
the nature and condition of the ſubject, ſo 
long too much neglected, will now admit, 
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Page 20. Note“, 1. 5, read, lathomi; and l. 7. lathamum. 
P. 27. 1. 8. for fallauing, r. 1363. . * 1. 10. r. Jub- 
Pitute. P. 103. I. 7. r. protęſtation. 150. |. 27. r. 
article. P. 168. 1. 2. for a, r. as; and Il. 4. a comma 
after admit, P. 185. J. * r. fame. 

APPENDIX. P. ii. I. 15. r. Radulphus, P. v. for 
Ne VI. r. IV. P. xvi. I. 4. r. eleccionem; and 1. 30. 
eleccine. P. xix. I. 11, for Ei, r. Et. P. xxiv. I. a4. 
r. die, P. xxv. I. 33. after celerifate, add et. P. xxxiii. 
I. 14. r. Mariæ; and l. 15. Regina, P. XXxviii. I. 38, 
for viginti, r. triginta. 
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amp pred whilt WX Aua $ various worth you 
And bid to diſtant times his Annals Fab 
Indulge another Bard of WyxEg fan's race 
In the fond wiſh to add his name to thine. 1 
From the ſame fount, with rey'rence let me boaſt, 
The claſſic ſtreams with early thirſt I caught ; 
What time, they ſay, the Muſes revel'd moſt, _ 
When BIG preſided, and when Bux rox taught. 
But the ſame fate, which led me to the ſpring, 
Forbad me farther to purſue the ſtream: _ 
Perhaps as kindly ; for, as Sages ſing, -* 
Of Chance and Fate full idly do we deem. 
And ure in GRanTaA's phileſophic ſhade 
. 'Truth's genuine image beam'd upon my ſight; 
And ſlow-eyed Reaſon lent her ſober aid 
To form, deduce, compare, and judge aright. 
Yes, ye ſweet fields, beſide your ofter'd ſtream 
Full many an Artic hour my youth enjoy d, 
Full many a friendſhip form'd, life's happieſt dream, 
And treafur*d many a bliſs which never cloy'd. 
Vet may the Pilgrim, o'er his temperate fare 
At eve, with pleaſing recollection ſay, 
T was the freſh morn which ſtrung his nerves to bear 
The piercing beam, and uſeful toils of day: 
So let me ſtill with filial love purſue 
The nurſe and parent of my infant thought, 
From whence the colour of my life I drew 
When B1GG preſided, and when BURToN taught. 
O Names by me rever'd !—— till memory die, 
Till my deaf ear forget th' enchanting flow 
| Of verſe harmonious, ſhall my mental eye 
Trace back old time, and teach my breaſt to glow. 


Peace 


( xxxli ) 


Peace to that hanour'd Shade, whoſe mortal frame 
Sleeps in the boſom of its parent earth ; IS | PÞ 

Whilſt the freed Soul, that boaſts celeſtial fi ; 
Perhaps now iumpb ! in a nobler birth, 

Perhaps with WYKEHAM, from ſome bliſsful bower, 
Applauds thy labours ; or prepares the wreath | 

For Bur ToN's generous toil, —Th* inſatlate Power * 


Extends his deathful ſway o'er all that breathe Tl 7 


Nor aught avails it, that the virtuous Sage 1 1 


Forma future Bards, or Wik EHI Us yet to one:? 5 


Nor aught avails it, that his green old age, 
From youth well ſpent, may ſeem t'elude the tomb 
For Bux rom too mult fall. And o'er his urn, i 
Whilſt Science hangs her ſculptur d trophies round, 


The letter'd tribes of half an age ſhall mourn. 


"Whoſe lyres he ſtrung, and added ſenſe to ſound. , 
Nor ſhall his candid ear, I truſt, diſdain 

This artleſs tribute of a feeling mind; 

And thou, O Low TH, ſhalt own the grateful * 
Mean tho it flow, was virtuouſly deſign'd. 

For 'twas thy work inſpir'd the melting mood 
To feel and pay the ſacred debt I ow'd; 

And the next virtue to beſtowing good, 
Thou know'lh, is . for good beſtow'd. 


W. WurTznHtany 
Poet Laureat, 
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' Biſhop of Wincheſter to the laſt year of 
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reien I. 


SecT. IV. His troubles in hs laſt year 4 
Edward the Third. _. 6.0% 
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part of the Reign of Richard the Sen 
cond. P. 1558. 
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| 

SecT. IX. An Examination and Confutation 
of ſeveral things, that have been publiſhed 
to his diſcredit. p- 39g. 
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Prom the Birth of Wykeham to bis being 42 
_ Biſhop of Winche ber. 


> HAT natural curioſity, which lexds 


us to inquire into the particular 
circumſtances of the lives of ſuch 
as have in any way made themſelves great- 
ly eminent, cannot be more properly or 
laudably employed, than in reviving the 
memory of thoſe illuſtrious perſons, who 
have more eſpecially diſtinguiſhed them- 
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ſelves by their beneficence and public ſpi- 
rit; by their endeavours to do good to 
their own age, and to poſterity; to their 
country, and to mankind. In this caſe at 
leaſt, it is not merely the effect of an idly 
inquiſitive diſpoſition, nor does it propoſe to 
itſelf only an empty amuſement : it par- 
takes in ſome meaſure of the ſame gene- 
rous principle, which engages its attention; 
perhaps it ariſes from a mind poſſeſſed with 
a ſenſe of benefits received, and is no im- 
proper exertion of that love, reſpect, and 
gratitude, which is due to the author of 
them. The ſubject of the following pages, 
may, I preſume, in this reſpect, merit the 
attention of ſuch as have a due regard for 
the memory of a man, who, beſides his 
high ſtation and great abilities in public 
affairs, was an eminent example of gene- 
roſity and munificence; and much more 
of thoſe, who have felt the beneficial in- 


fluence of his liberality, who have been, 


or actually are, partakers of his bounty. 
It is indeed principally for the ſake of theſe 


latter, that the preſent inquiry hath been un- 


dertaken: it will be purſued with that care, 
and fidelity, and ftrit regard to truth, 
which is due to the public in general; and, 

for 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 3 
for the ſatisfaction of theſe in particular, 
even with what may perhaps efteemed 


by others a minute and ferupulous exact- 
neſs; in confidence that their veneration 


for the name of Wykeham, their generous 


Benefactor, will make every thing that re- 
lates to him intereſting, and will not ſuffer 
them to think any particularities jejune, 
trifling, or inſignificant, that in any wiſe 
tend to reſcue his memory from oblivion, 


to verify his hiſtory, or to vindicate his 
character. 


William Wykeham, or Of Wykeham, 
(for he uſes both ways of expreſſing 
his name, but commonly the latter,) was 
* born at Wykeham in Hampſhire, in the 
year MCCCxx1v, in he 18th year of Ed- 
ward the Second : conſequently after the 
7th of July, from which the years of Ed- 


He calls himſelf Willam Wykeham, not De W — 
ham, i in his Will; as alſo ſometimes in his own R 


he is ſo called in Regiſtr. Edyngdon; and in Rotuli 


computits Coll, Nov. Oxon. an. 13g1; and in er · 
Book of the Church of Wincheſter, No I. — ten. 
A qua villa (ſays Chaundeler, MS. in Biblioth. Coll. 
Nov. p. 15.) a eft ſortitus, ut etiam a 
4% pleriſque Wilhelmus Wykeham appellaretur: not 
De Wykeham; as I ſappoſe he meant. 

» Brevis Chronica, & — 


B 2 ward 


4 2 "4 
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ward the Second begin; and before the 
27th of September. of the ſame year; for 
on that day of the year Mcccorv, on which 
he died, he is ſaid to have been fully, or 
above, * eighty years old. _ 131 

It is commonly ſuppoſed, that he took 
his name from the place of his birth, ac- 


cording to a cuſtom much in uſe in thoſe 


times, when ſurnames were not ſo appro- 
priated to families, as to deſcend regularly 
from father to ſon, as they now do. There 
are however ſome circumſtances, which at 
firſt ſight ſeem to afford us ſufficient reaſon 


to doubt of this. We meet with ſeveral 


of his kindred, living at the ſame time with 
him, who bore the ſame name: Nicholas 
Wykeham, * Archdeacon of Wincheſter, 


Tractatus in Vet. Regiſtr. Coll. Wint. 

+ Brevis Chronica, & Chaundeler, p. 54. | 
Nicholas Wykeham, Clerk, Prebendary of Maple» 
durham in the church of Boſeham, Chicheſter Dioceſe, 
in 1370; Archdeacon of Wincheſter, 1372; which he 
reſigned, and became Archdeacon of Wilts, 1 382 ; War- 
den of St. Nicholas's Hoſpital, Portſmouth, on the 
death of Richard Wykeham, and Rector of Witteney, 
Lincoln Dioceſe, being then L. L. D. 1378; War- 
den of New College Oxford, 1379; reſigned it, 1389. 
Ordained Accolite and ſubdeacon, 1379; Prieſt, 1383. 
He was alſo Prebendary of Tymberbury in the church 
of Romeſaye, Wincheſter Dioceſe, Regiſtr. Wykeham. 
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WILLIAM OF /WYKEHAM. 5 
and Warden of New College, whom he 
expreſsly calls his kinſman. © Richard de 
Wykeham , Warden of St. Nicholas's 
Hoſpital, Portſmouth; the ſame probably 
with Richard Wykeham, called likewiſe 
his kinſman in the Rolls of Accompt of 
New College in the year 1377: John 
Wykeham *, Rector of Mapledurhart# in 
the dioceſe of Wincheſter ; who is men- 
tioned in his will among his kmdred, and 
was admitted as ſuch Fellow of his 
College. Add to theſe William, Tho- 
mas, and John Wykeham, admitted like- 


9 r 


n wiſe Fellows of his College in the years 
Jl 1387, 1390, and 1395 reſpeCtively ; who * 
h were his great nephews, the ſons of his 
's 


niece Alice, the wife of William Perot, 


See Appendix, No X. 
" 7 Regiſtr. Wykeham. 

* Ordained Acco ite and Subdeacon in 139653 at that 
time Rector of Stockton, Sarum Dioceſe; afterward of 


Mapledurham, (or Buriton) Caulborne, Brighteſton, 
ſe, and South- Waltham, ſucceſſively. Regiſtr. Wykcham. 
he v Re iſtr. Coll. Nov. | a 
. MES cor 235 
he * See Appendix, Ne I. H. III. and IV. William the 
Ys eldeſt brother probably died before the Biſhop with»: 
I. out iſſue, upon which Thomas the ſecond brother be- 


came the Biſhop's heir: John the youngeſt died Fellow: 
of New College, Civilian, in the year 1398. Regiſtr. 


Coll. Nov. 5 | 
50 1 and 
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6 THE LIFE OF 
and. took his ſurname inſtead. of their fas. 
ther's. His kinſman John Fyvyan, * paid 
him the ſame compliment, and relinquiſhed 
his own name for that of Wykeham. Both 
theſe inſtances. ſeem to make it ſtyl more 
probable, that it was fomething more than 
a caſual name taken from the place of his 
birth. He mentions his Father and Mo- 
ther only by their Chriſtian names, 
John and Sybill: if their ſurname had 
been different from that which he bore 
himſelf, it would have been natural, if 
not neceſſary, to have mentioned it; if the 
ſame, there was plainly no occaſion of ex- 

preſſing it, as implied of courſe, - 
I meet with a note in-the Firſt Regiſter 
of New College, which if it does not 
| con- 


3 Call'd Johannes Wykeham, aliter diftuy Fyvyan, 
Regiſtr. Wykeham, Part J. fol. 121. In the year 1379, 
and 1580, he was ordained Accolite and Subdeacon by 
the name of John Fyvyan only ; afterward went by the 
name of Wykeham. He was Rector of Eabberbury, 
then of Crondale upon his reſignation, of the former 
afterward of Broughton, Dioc. Line. prefented by Wil- 
liam of Wyk ham as Patron, Regiſtr. Wykebam. He 
appears to have been his kinſman by Regiftr, Coll. Nov; 
and in his will is placed among his kindred. = ' 

+ In the Statutes of both 15 Colleges. They are ſo 
called likewiſe in Brey Chron, and in Tractat. in Vet. 
Regiſtr. Coll. Wint. and in MS. Coll. Wint. 
At the bottom of the laſt page of the bock, * — 
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WILLIAM OE WYKEHAM. »* 


confirm this opinion, that Wykeham was 
operly his family- name, yet ſhews at 
leaſt that it is not altogether new and un- 
precedented. It is in the following terms: 
« Þnt ps welle to be prooved that wpl- 
„lam wpkeham bysshope off wpn-/ 
<< ton was borne in a towne.in amp 
« chere called. wukeham, and that hys 
« gravnt fathers name was wykeham, 
« although there hathe bin ſome daute 
« of hys fathers name,” The hand- 
writing, as well as the expreſſion, of this 


Note carries with it evident marks of age; 
and yet, upon due conſideration, . I do not 
think it to be of ſufficient antiquity, to 
give it any great weight in determining the 
preſent queſtion. . 

And after all, we muſt have a care, leſt, 
being prepoſſeſſed with notions taken from 
our own uſages, we ſhould be led into 


Liber Albus. The other entries of the fame page bear 
date 1456, and 1457. At the ſide of this note is written 
in another hand, * An old note concerning our Foun- 
« der.” This laſt handwriting appears in ſeveral parts 
of the Book, in the margin, &c. and is Warden Cul. 
peper's, or ſome other perſon's in his time, (that is, be- 
eween 1573 and 1599) as is plain from folio 2. 


* Harpsfield, who was educated in both Wykeham's 
Colleges, is of this opinion : See his Hiſt, Eccleſiaſt. 
Anglican. p. 5 50. | | 
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8. THE LIFE OF 
error in our reaſonings upon thoſe of for- 
mer times. If we conſider the uncertain 
ſtate of family- names at the time of the 
birth of Wykeham, we ſhall not think it 
ſtrange, that there ſhould- be ſuch doubt 
with regard to the ſurname of his family; 
or even if it ſhould appear, that he had 
properly no family - name at all. Surnames 
were introduced into England by the Nor- 
mans at the Conqueſt: But certain it is, 
« 7 ſays Camden, that as the better ſort, 
« even from the Conqueſt, by little and 
« little, took ſurnames; ſo they were not 
« ſettled among the common people fully 
« until about the time of Edward the Se- 
« cond.” As we muſt allow Wykeham to 
have been what the Romans called novus 
homo, ſo with regard to his ſurname, he 
might perhaps be ſtrictly and literally the 
firſt of his family. 
Upon the whole, therefore, I cannot 
help giving credit to the teſtimony of a 
Pedigree of Wykeham's family, preſerved 
in an ancient Regiſter of Wincheſter Col- 
lege, which mentions his 22 by the 


7 See Camden's Remains, p. 106, ac. | 
See Appendix, N* I. 


name 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM!? 9 
name of John Longe; which, whether it 
was the proper ſurname of the family, or 
a perſonal bye- name given him on ac- 
count of his ſtature; (in which caſe his true 
ſurname might be Aas, the ſame that was 
borne by his ? brother Henry,) tis neither” 
material nor poſſible to determine. This 
Pedigree muſt be allowed to be of good _- 
authority, as it was drawn up in the next 
age to that of Wykeham himſelf, as it is 
in many particulars confirmed by collateral 
evidence, and as there does not appear any 
reaſon to queſtion the truth and exactneſs 
of any part of it. Whatever elſe has been 
alledged on this ſubject ought to be of 
little account: it is a point that muſt be 
determined by authority and evidence; and 
the authority of this Pedigree ſeems ſuffi- 
cient to maintain itſelf againſt all argu- 
ments whatſoever, that are only founded 
en probable ſuppoſition and conjecture. 

His parents * were perſons of good re- 
putation and character; but in mean cir- 
cumſtances. It has been ſaid, that : he 


9 See alſo Appendix, Ne XVIII. 


* Tradtat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. Chron. & 
Chaundeler, p. 1 


2 See below the quotations from Robert Glover and 
John Malverne, 
him- 


* 


— 


* 


10 TRE LIE or 
himſelf, or ſome of his anceſtors were of 
ſervile condition: that is, had been Te. 
nants in Villenage, or had held lands by 
certain euſtoms and ſervices owed to the 


Lord; which is conſidered as a kind of 


Servitude or Bondage by our Laws, and 
which was at that time, for the moſt part, 
the ſtate and condition of the bulk of the 
common people of England. However, 
of his mother ', we are particularly informed, 
that ſhe was well- born, and of a gentle- 


man's family: which is moreover confirmed 


by the Pedigree before mentioned. The“ 
number of his contemporary relations, which 
we meet with occaſionally mentioned, and 
upon undoubted authority, is ſurpriſingly 
great, conſidering the diſtance of time, and 
the obſcurity in which this part of his hiſ- 
tory lies; and ſeems to prove, that he was 
not of ſuch very low extraction as ſome 


authors have repreſented him. They ap- 


3 & Cujus ortils primordia ex parte matris nomine 
“ Sibillz generoſa proſapia natalibus legis [forlan, le- 
« gitimis] inſignivit: pater vero ejus, Johannes nomi- 
* ne, progenitorum libertate dotatus, honeſtum mori- 
* bus &geſturis ſe omnibus exhibebat.” Tractat. in 
Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. It is afterwards faid of both his 
parents, that they were © honeſti genere.“ Ibid. 


4 See Appendix, Ne XVIII. 
pear 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. tt 
pear in general to have been perſons of re- 
utable condition, and- of a middle ſtation 
life, On the other hand, I fee no rea- 
fon for rating his family higher: I am even 
inclined to think, that he himſelf diſelaimed 
all farther pretenſions. The celebrated Mot- 
to which he added to his Arms, (of which 
probably he might have received a grant 
| when 


% The ſaid Biſhoppe bare his Armes dlverſly at 
« two ſondry tymes, as the Seals thereof, ſhewed by 
« Sir Kichard Fynes, teſtify, Before he was Biſhoppe, 
« when as yet he was but Archdeacon of Lincolne, he 
« ſealed but with one cheveron in his Armes between 
« three roſes : but after, when he was advanced to the 
« Biſhoppricke, he ſealed with two cheverons between 
* three. roſes: and ſo ar generally known to this day 
* to be his without contradiction. It hath been de- 
« maunded of me by the ſayd learned menne, whether 
% the Armes which the ſaid Biſhoppe uſed were gyven 
« nnto him in reſpect of his dignity Epiſc or 
*« were boren by bim before, as receyved from his 
& aunceſtry and race, Whereunto I coulde not ans 
„ ſwer affirmatyvely, becauſe I had never ſeen mat- 
« ter of the firſt allowanee of them, But orange ed 
* certyne learned wryters opinions of the fayd Biſhoppe, 
*«« which do agree in this, that he was humilis conditionis, 
« and that he was called Wykeham, 4 loco unde natus 
1 45 & non a parentibus: as it is allo affirmed in 
the chapter of his Lyf before alleadged, wherein 
«* alſo his father called John is fayd to be progenitorum 
, libertate dotatus : and he himſelf by Ranulph Monke, - 
of Cheſtre, being noted to be /ibertinus, vel a patre li- 
« bertino natus : I was moved to thinke, as I told them, 
that thoſe Armes came not to him by deſcent, And 


«6 agayne, 
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when he began to riſe in the world) Iima- 
gine was intended by him to intimate ſome- 
- thing of this kind: Manners makpth 
Man: the true meaning of which, as he 
deſigned it, I preſume to be, tho it has 
commonly been underſtood otherwiſe, That 
a man's real worth 1s to be eſtimated; not; 
from the outward and accidental advan- 
tages of birth, rank, and fortune, but from 
the endowments of his mind, and his mo- 
ral qualifications. In this ſenſe it bears a 
proper relation to his arms, and contains 
a juſt apology for thoſe enſigns of his new- 
ly acquired dignity. Conſcious to himſelf 
that his claim to honour is unexceptionable, 
as founded upon truth and reaſon, he in 


*« agayne, behouldinge the Armes ſometyme with one 
« and then after with two cheverons, gue gquidem ſigna 
« per Carpentarios & domorum fattores olim portabantur, 
« as Nicholas Upton wryteth, and comparing them 
* to the quality of the berar, who is ſayd to have had 
« his chiefe preferment for his ſkill in Architecture, 
„ Erat enim regi Edwardo III. in principio a fabricii eo 
« — erat ingenioſus & architectura delecfatus, as Dr. 
« Caius maketh mention in his bookes de antiguitate 
% Cantabrigienſis Academie : I was alſo induced to thinke 
« per conjecturam Heraldicam, that the Biſhop himſelf 
« was the firſt berar of them.” Report of Robert 
Glover, Somerſet Herald, to Lord Treafurer Burghley, 
concerning the diſpute between Sir Richard Fiennes and 
Humphrey Wickham, Eſq; dated March 1572. MS. Ant. 
Wood. Ne XXVIII. in Muſzo Aſhmoleano Oxon. 


8 
a man- 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 13 
a manner makes his appeal to the world: 
alledging, that neither high birth, to which 
he makes no pretenſions, nor high ſtation, 
upon which he does not value himſelf, but 


« Virtue alone is true Nobility.” 


It ſeems to be agreed on all hands, that 
his parents were in ſuch narrow circum- 
ſtances, that they could not afford to give 
their ſon a liberal education. However, 
this deficiency was ſupplied by ſome ge- 
nerous patron, who maintained him at 
ſchool at Wincheſter, where he was in- 
{ſtructed in Grammatical learning. Hete 
he gave early proofs of his * piety and his 
diligence. It has always been ſuppoſed, 
rather from a common tradition, than from 
any authentic account that I can meet 
with, that Wykeham's firſt and great Be- 
nefactor was Nicholas Uvedale Lord of the 
Manor of Wykeham, and Governor of 
Wincheſter Caſtle, an officer of great note 
in thoſe days. After he had gone through 


 _ © Tratat, in Vet, Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev, Chron, 
Chaundeler ibid. 


7 MS. Coll, Wint. 
bid. & Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll, Wiat, 


his 
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his ſchool education, he was taken into 


his patron's family, and became his Secre- 
tary. That he was Secretary to the Con- 
ſtable of Wincheſter Caſtle, is all that wg 
find mentioned in the moſt ancient ? writ- 


ers. He is ſaid to have been afterwards re- 


commended by Uvedale to Edy 


ngdon * 


Biſhop of Wincheſter, and by both to have 


been made known to King Edward the 
Third. | 

The later Writers of Wykeham's life 
have generally mentioned his removing 
from Wincheſter to Oxford to proſecute 
his ſtudies, and that he continued there 
almoſt ſix years. They ſeem to have no 
ſufficient authority for what they ſay, The 
Writers neareſt his time make np men- 
tion of his being at Oxford at all, or 
rather ſuppoſe the contrary, I muſt 


» Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. Chron. 
Chaundeler. 


Edyngdon Biſhop of Wincheſter conſtitutes William 
de Wykeham his Attorney, to take poſſeſſion of certain 
lands, &c, December 10. 26 Ed. 3. [1352] And 
Henry Sturmy of Elvecham conſtitutes him likewiſe 
his Attorney, to deliver ſeiſin of certain lands, &c. to 
Bp. Edyngdon, October 12th the ſame year. Lib, H. 
Coll, Wint. fol. 252, & 249. Which makes it proba» 
ble, that he was in Edyngdon's ſervice, as is commonly 


here 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 15 
here give the Reader what Chaundeler ſays 
W to this purpoſe in his own words: © Illum 
WW < Speculativa (Sapientia) minime forſan 
W © occupavit ; perhibetur enim nec Artium, 
nee Theologiæ, ſed nec utrorumque Ju- 
« rium ſcolagexercuiſſe: quomodo potuit 
e ab inopi & pauperrima duCtus paren- 
« tela ſine exhibitione ſcolas aut literarum 
« exercitaſſe ſtudium ?—de Practica vero, 
« vir ſumme ſapiens.” Which I think 
it as much as to ſay in expreſs terms, that 
he never ſtudied m any Univerſity, Chaun- 
deler, who within about fifty years after 
the death of Wykeham, was Warden of 
New College, and Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, might at that time have 
ealily known, whether he had ever ſtudied 
there or not, by conſulting the Univer- 
ſity Regiſters. Beſides, it does not ap- 
pear, that he ever had any Academical De- 
gree, nor 1s there the leaſt tradition of his 
having belonged to any particular Society 
there, 

The above paſſage of Chaundeler gives 
us the real character of Wykeham with 
reſpect to his Learning ; and lays open to 
us the true and only foundation of that 
Tradition, which has been delivered down 

| from 
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16 THE LUIH ROF 
from early times, and has received many 
additional circumſtances from the invention 
of later writers; that Wykeham was an 
Illiterate Perſon. One that after having 
been chiefly employed for ſeveral years in 
ſecular affairs, and without having ever 
gone through the uſual courſe of Academi- 
.cal Learning, ſhould become a Clergyman, 
however furniſhed with moſt parts of truly 
uſeful knowledge, yet ſuch as the ſchools 
were then entirely unacquainted with, 
would of courſe be looked upon as deficient 
in a principal part of a Clerical, that is, 
according to the opinion of thoſe times, 
of a Learned Education, But whoever 
conſiders the miſerable ſtate of learning 
in general, and in particular in the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, in that age, will not 
think it any diſadvantage to him to have 
been led into a different courſe of ſtudies. 
"Twas juſt at the time * when Wyke-» 
ham muſt have been at the Univerſity of 
Oxford, if he had ever been there at all, 
that certain logical - contentions, turning 
merely upon words, ſo far prevailed, as to 
divide the ſcholars into perpetual factions, 


* Sec Ant, Wood, Hiſt. Univ, Oxon, ad an. 1343. 
and 
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and to become almoſt the only object of 

their ſtudies and attention. The Nominals 

liſted themſelves under the ſtandard of - 
Occham the invincible Doctor, in oppo- 

ſition to the Reals, the followers of Duns 

Scotus, entitled the Subtile Doctor. This 

occaſioned the revival of the old quarrels, 
between the Northern and Southern men: 

the former, for want of a better reaſon as 
it ſeems, joining themſelves to the party 
of their Countryman Scotus; and conſe- 
guently the latter, out of mere ſpirit of 
oppoſition, ſiding with Occham. The con- 
—_ of theſe diſputes was not only 
the eſtabliſhing 1 in vey {ſchools an unintel- 
ligible jargon, (the thing that was chiefly | 
meant in theſe times when they talked of 
knowledge and learning) but the introdu- 
cing a ſcandalous barbarity and brutality of 
manners into the place appropriated to the 
ſtudies of humanity and politeneſs, The 
parties in their madneſs ſoon, tranſgreſſed 
the bounds of Academical diſputation, and 
came to blows: they had frequent battles, 
which generally ended in bloodſhed. Six 
years ſpent at the Univerſity juſt at this 
time, and in that part of life in which 
prejudices of all kinds take the faſteſt hold 
Cc and 
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18 THE LIFE OT 
and make the moſt laſting impreſſiorh, 
might have unhappily given a wrong turn 
to a perſon of as great genius, as extenſiye 
knowledge, and as ſound judgement, as 
any which that age produced, As he had 
a capacity, that would probably have car- 
ried him to the top of any profeſſion, into 
which he might have cHanced to have been 
thrown, he might indeed have become an 
eminent Schoolman, an Irrefragable, per- 
haps, or even a Seraphie Doctor: but we 
ſhould have abſolutely loſt the great Stateſ- 
man, and the generous patron and pro- 
moter of true learning. 

Twas certainly for abilities very different 
from what were commonly attained at that 
time in the Univerſity, that Wykeham was 
recommended to Edward the Third. He 
is ſaid * to have been brought to Court, 

- 7m 


3 © Biennio vel triennio elapſo, poſt annum s.[ſcilicet] 
“ ztatis ſux viceſimum, tranſlatus eſt in curiam domini 
« regis Edvardi III.“ Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. 

The following paſſage likewiſe ſpeaks of his having 
been engaged in the King's ſervice very early in his 
life, and contains an ample teſtimony of his merits. 
*« Attendentes præterea ejuſdem Epiſ probitatis pre- 
* clara merita ac obſequia fructuoſa, quæ ipſe a juvenih 
* #tate tam Avo & Putri noſtris prædictis, dum vixe- 
rant, quam etiam Nobis, poſtquam ad regale faſti- 
«6 gium 
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und placed there in the King's ſervice, when 
he was about two or three and twenty 
years of age. What employment he had 
there at this time, (if he was really em- 
ployed by the King ſo ſoon) I cannot ſay: 
for the firſt office, which he appears upon 
record to have borne, was that of Clerk of 
all the King's works, in his manors of Henle 
and Yeſhampſted, The * Patent confer- 
ring this office upon him is dated the 10th 
of May 1356, The * goth of October 
following he was made Surveyor of the 
King's works at the Caſtle and in the Park 
of Windſor. By this Patent he had powers 
given him to preſs all ſorts of artificers, 
and to provide ſtone, timber, and all 
other materials, and carriages, He had 
one ſhilling a day while he ſtaid at Wind- 
ſor, two ſhillings -when he went elſewhere 
on his employment, and three ſhillings a 


* gium aſcendimus, multipliciter impendebat, ipſis ac 
nobis in dicti regni & negotiorum ejuſdem operofo 
** regimine conſiliis & auxillis opportunis continue ac 
“ fideliter aſſiſtendo, maximos utrobique ſuſtinendo la- 
6 bores pariter & expenſas, —Preamble to a Licence 
of Mortmain granted to his Colleges. Dat. June 16. 


13. R. 2. Rot. Pat. MS. Rymer. R. 2. Vol. III. p. 208. 
Item. Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 122. 


Rot. Pat. 30. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
$ Ibid. and Aſhmole, Inſtit. Ord, Garter, p. 128. 
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week for his Clerk. On *© the 14th of 
November, 13 57, he received a grant from 
the King of one ſhilling a day, payable at 
the exchequer, over and above his former 
wages and ſalary. "Twas “ by the advice 
and perſuaſion of Wykeham that the King 


Rot. Pat, 31, Ed. 3. Tanner, | "I 

7 « Circa annum Domini 1359, Dominus Rex ad in- 
te ſtigationem Wilhelmi Wykeham Clerici in caſtro de 
« Wyndeſhore multa bona ædificia fecit proſterni, & alia 
«« plura pulchra & ſimptuoſa zdificari ; omnes fere la- 
te thonii & carpentarii per totam Angliam ad illam ædi- 
* ficationem fuerunt adducti, ita quod vix aliquis po- 
“e tuit habere aliquem bonum lathonium vel carpen- 
© tarium nift in abſcondito propter regis prohibitionem. 
0 Fuerat autem dictus Wilhelmus Wykeham de infimo 
C genere, ut puta, ut dicebatur, ſervilis conditionis ; 
* tamen fuit multum aſtutus, & vir magnæ induſtriæ. 


« Videns qualiter poſſet regi placere & illius benevo- 


« lentiam adipiſci, conſuluit regi dictum caſtrum de 
6% Wyndeſhore taliter ſicut hodie patet intuenti ædi- 
& ficare; & infra modicum tempus poſtea unum no- 
« yum caſtrum in inſula de Shepeye juxta mare & mer- 
“ catum ibi conſtituere; licet locus ille ad hoc fuerat 
* male diſpoſitus. Propter quod Dominus Rex multis 
6 bonis & pinguibus beneficiis ipſum Wilhelmum dita · 
« vit, & infra breve tempus poſt ſuum ſecretum Sigil- 
lum fecit portare, & ſuecedente tempore ut eſſet Wyn- 
** ton. Epiſ. procuravit; & tandem ad ſui honoris cumu- 
lum Cancellarium Angliz ipſum conſtituit; ut verifi- 
& caretur illud, Sic honorabitur quem Rex vult hono- 
* rare,” Continuatio Chronici Ranulphi per Johannem 
Malverne ab an. Dom. 1326, ad an. 1394. MS. in Bib- 
lioth. Coll. Corp. Chriſt. Cantab. I give the whole that 
this author has relating to William of Wykeham, as it 
has not before been publiſhed, 


Was 
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was induced to pull down great part of 
the Caſtle of Windſor, and to rebuild it 
in the magnificent manner in which, upon 
the whale, it now appears; and the execu- 
tion of this great work he committed en- 
tirely to him. Wykeham had likewiſe the 
ſole direction of the building of Queenbo- 
rough Caſtle; the difficulties ariſing from 
the nature of the ground, and the lowneſs 
of the ſituation, did not diſcourage him 
from adviſing and undertaking this work ; 
and in the event they only ſerved to diſ- 
play more evidently the {kill and abilities 

of the Architect. | 7 
Wykeham acquitted himſelf ſo much to 
the King's ſatisfaction in the execution of 
theſe employments, that he gained a con- 
ſiderable place in his maſter's favour, and 
grew daily in his affections: for from 
C 3 | hence- 


Item MS. Coll. Wint. E | 
9 There is a ſtory commonly told upon this occaſion, 
which I think deſerves but little regard, as it ſeems ta 
ſtand upon no other foundation than ſome popular tradi- 
tion. I ſhall give it here in the words of Arch-biſhop 
Parker, who, as far as I can find, is the firſt that relates 
it. Quidam narrant Wickamum, extructa arce Wind- 
ſorina, in interiori quodam pariete hæc verba, quæ la- 
« tine tam appoſite & facete exprimi nequeunt, inſculp- 
5 ſiſſe: This made Wickam. Hoc fecit 8 
p . « locutio 
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henceforth we find the King continually 
heaping upon him refer ments Wet erg 
and eccleſiaſtical. It ſeems to have been 
all along his deſign to take upon him Holy 
Orders: he is ſtyled Clericus in all the 
above- mentioned Patents, I find * him call- 
ed ſo as early as the year 1352. He had as 
yet only the Clerical Tonſure, or ſome of 
the lower Orders. The firſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferment which was conferred upon him, 
was the Rectory of Pulham in Norfolk by 
the King's preſentation : * it is dated the 
zoth of November, 1357. He met with 
ſome difficulties with regard to this prefer- 
ment, from the court of Rome; where- 


« Jocutio in Anglicana lingua, que caſibus raro diſeri- 
$* minatur, tam ambigua eſt, ut incertum ſit, utrum is 
*« arcem, an arx eum effeciſſet. Hoc regi a calumniato- 
„ ribus quibuſdam in ejus invidiam ita delatum eſt, ut 
% quaſi Wickamus omnem extructi zdificii laudem ſibi 
« arroganter vindicarit. Quod cum rex iniquo animo 
« tuliſſet, eique probroſe objeciſſet: non ſibi tam mag- 
« nifice regieque ſtrufture laudes, ſed ſtructuræ ſuas 
* dignitates commoditateſque, adſcripſiſſe dixit. Nec 
c ego, inquit, hanc arcem, ſed hæc arx me effecit, 
« & ab ima conditione ad regis gratiam, opes, atque 
e dignitates evexit. Cum hoc reſponſo adverſariorum 
& calumniam vitaſſet, opibus & potentia crevit indies.“ 
Antiq. Brit. Eccles, 
Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 2 5 2. 


> Rot. Pat. 31. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
fore 
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fore he received from the King on the 
16th of April, 1359, a grant of two hun- 
dred pounds a year, over and above his for- 
mer appointments, ” until he ſhould get 
quiet poſſeſſion of the Church of Pulham, 
or ſome other benefice to the value of one 
hundred marks. This diſpute, whatever 
it was, was not ſettled till two years after- 
ward; when * on the 10th of July, 1367, 
he had from the King a new preſentation 
to Pulham. On * the 1ſt of March, 13 58-9, 
he was preſented by the King to the Pre- 
bend of Flixton in the Church of Lich- 
field: this“ he exchanged for ſome other 
benefice with John de Waltham, in No- 
vember, 1361. On” the 1oth of July, 1359, 
he was conſtituted chief Warden and Sur- 
veyor of the King's Caſtles of Windſor, 
Ledes, Dover, and Hadlam; and of the 
Manors of Old and New Windſor, Wiche- 
mer, and ſeveral other Caſtles, Manors, 
and Houſes, and of the Parks belonging 
to them: with power to appoint all work- 
men, to provide materials, and to order 


3 Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
5 Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
5 Willis, Survey of Cathedrals. 


Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. and Aſhmole, ibid, 
C 4 every 
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24 THE LIFE OF. 
every thing with regard to building and 
repairs; and in thoſe Manors to hold leets; 
and other courts, pleas of treſpaſs, and 
miſdemeanors, and to enquire of the King's 
liberties and rights, The King ſeems at 
this time to have been very intent upon 
carrying on his buildings at Windſor ; for 
we find that next year workmen were im; 
preſt in London, and out of ſeveral Coun- 
ties, by writs directed to the Sheriffs, who 

were to take ſecurity of them, -that they 
| ſhould not leave Windſor without licence 
from Wykeham. 

On the 5th of May, 1360, he had the 
King's grant of the Deanry of the Royal 
Free Chapel, or Collegiate Church, of St. 
Martin Le Grand, London. He 'exchanged 
this Deanry for the Prebend of Iwerne- 
minſtre in the Dioceſe of Sarum on the 
3d of October, 1361. Vet as he is ſtyled* 
the year after Dean of St. Martin's, we 
mult conclude, that he was preſented to it 
again the ſecond time: and as he was 
admitted again to the prebend of Iwerne 

 Aſhmole, ibid. 

9 Rot, Pat. 34. Ed. 3. Tanner, 


1 Regiſt, Edyngdon. part 1ſt. fol. 106, 


* Regiſt Edyngdon. part 2d, in Ordinationibus. 
3 Regiſt, Metford, fol. 297. 
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WILLIAM OT WYKEHAM. ag 
in the monaſtery of Shaftſbury, (the fame 
I ſuppoſe with the former) by preſentation 
from the King in the vacancy of the Ab- 
bacy, (July ad, 1362) he probably had ex- 
changed it before for ſome other benefice. 
He held the Deanry of St. Martin's about 
three years: during which time he ge- 
nerouſly rebuilt, *' in a very handſome 
manner, and at a very great expence, the 
cloiſter of the Chapter-houſe, and the body 
of the Church, 

Wykeham attended upon the King in 
the month of October, 1360, at Calais, 
when the Treaty of Bretigny was ſolemnly 
ratified, and confirmed by the reciprocal 
oaths of the Kings of England and France 
in perſon. In what character or office he 
waited on the King there, I cannot ſay: 
but he aſſiſted at this ceremony as a wit- 
neſs, and, as it ſeems, in quality of Public 
Notary. 

To proceed with the liſt of his Eccleſi- 


aſtical Preferments : he received from the 


+ Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. 1. p. 424, & 427. 

3 Newcourt, ibid. & Rot. Pat. pro reædificatione 
capellz, &c. per Willielmum Wykeham, tunc decanum, 
&c. quoted by Bp. Tanner, Notit, Monaſt. p. 297. 


* & Clauſtrum domus capituli, & corpus eccleſia.“ 
Ms. Coll. Wint. | 


7 Rymer Fœdera, Vol. 6, p. 234. 


King 
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King grants of the following Dignities, 
which I ſet down in the order of time; 
with the date of each preſentation. A 
Prebend in the Church of Hereford, July 
12th, 1361. A Prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Abergwilly, July' 16th; 1 
the ſame day, a Prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Llandewy Breys, both in St. 
David's Dioceſe. A Prebend in the Col- 
legiate Church of Bromyard, | Hereford 
Dioceſe, July 24th: this he quitted in 
October following. The Prebcnd of 
Oxgate in the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul London, October iſt. A Prebend 
in the Monaſtery of Wherwell Winton 
Dioceſe, December 20. All theſe in the ſame 
year: in which likewiſe by preſentation 
from other hands he was admitted to the 
following Dignities. The * Prebend of 
Yatmenſter Overbury in the Church of Sa- 
liſbury, Auguſt 16th : The Prebend of 


Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner, 
v Ibid. 
bid. 
2 Ibid. 
s Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. 2. p. 67. 
+ Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
- 5 bid. 
s Repiſt. Metford, fol. 277. 
7 Ibid, fol. 283. 


For- 
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Fordington and Wriglington in the ſame, 
by exchange of the former, October gth 
the * Prebend of Bedminſter and Ratcliff in 
the ſame, October 1 5th : the 9 Prebend of 
Totenhall in the Church of St. Paul Lon- 
don, December 1oth ; which he refigned 
a few days after, and was again preſented 
to it by the King in April following, He 
was Canon of Lincoln in June, 1362: it 
* was the Prebend of Sutton which he held 
in that Church, He had the Rectories 
of Aſwardby, Wodeland, and Goſberkirk, 
Lincoln Dioceſe : the later of which he“ 
exchanged for the Prebend of Langtoft in 
the Cathedral Church of York, this ſame 
year: which he alſo quitted the next year 
for the Prcbend of Laghton in the ſame 
Church. The * King gave him moreover, a 
Prebend in the Collegiate Church of Haſt- 
ings, Chicheſter Dioceſe, February 17th, 
1362-3 ; a Prebend in St. Stephen's Cha- 
pel Weſtminſter, April 21ſt, 1363 ; the 


3 Ibid. 

9 Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. 1. p. 214. 

1 Rymer Fœdera, Vol. 6. p. 372. 

Regiſt. Langham, fol. 12. 

3 Dr. Richardſon on Godwin, from Regiſt. Ginwell. 
+ Bp. Tanner cx Regiſt. Eccleſiæ Ebor, 

Rot. Pat. 37, Ed. 3. Tanner, 


Arch- 
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Arch-Deaconry of Northampton, April 
26th ; the Arch-Deaconry of Lincoln, May 
23d ; on * accepting which he reſigned: the 
former ; and the Prepoſiture of Wells with 
the Prebend annexed, December 1 5th, the 
ſame year, 

Some of the foregoing Dignitics he was 
pallefied of before he was in Holy Orders. 
He was admitted to the aferior Order of 
Accolite. on the 5th of December, 1361; 
to the Order of Subdeacon, a ſuperior and 
Holy Order in the Church of Rome's ac- 
count, on the 12th of March following; 
both by Edyngdon Biſhop of Wincheſter 
in his Chapel at Southwark: and was 
there likewiſe ordained Prieſt by the ſame, 
June the 12th, 1362. It does not appear 
when or by whom he was ordained Deacon. 

His advancement in the State ſtill kept 
pace with his preferment in the Church. 
In June, 1363, he was Warden and Juſ- 
ticiary of the King's Foreſts on this ſide 


Le Neve's Faſti. ex Regiſt, Bokyngham. 

7 Regiſt, Edyngdon, part 2d. in Ordinationibus. 

* Kennet's Parochial Antiquities, pag. 497. He is 
call'd late Warden, &c. in Rot. Pat. 42. Ed, 3. Tanner. 
Which Patent contains a Releaſe and acquittance from 
the King of all debts and demands on account of that 
office, Index Rot. Pat. Biblioth. Cotton. Titus c. 2 


Trent. 
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Trent. On the 14th of March follow- 
ing, the King granted him an aſſignment 
of twenty ſhillings a day out of the Ex- 
chequer. He was made Keeper of the 
Privy Seal on the 11th of May, 1364. 
And within two years after he was made 
Secretary tothe King. In May, 1365, he 
was commiſſioned by the King to treat of 
the ranſom of the King of Scotland, and 
the prolonging of the truce with the 
Scots, together with the Chancellor, Trea- 
ſurer, and the Earl of Arundel. Not long 
after this, he is called * Chief of the Privy 
Council, and Governor of the Great'Coun- 
cil; which terms however, I ſuppoſe, are 
not titles of office, but expreſs the great 
influence and authority which he had in 
thoſe aſſemblies. 

There are ſeveral other preferments both 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, which he is ſaid 


9 Rot, Pat, 38. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

: Ibid. 

Rot. Pat. 40. Ed. 3. Tanner. The Pope directs 
to him by the title of Secretary to the King of England 
as early as June 1364. Rymer. Fœdera, Vol. 6. pag. 
143 
Rymer Faedera, Vol. 6. pag. 464. 

+ « Capitalis ſecreti Concilii, at Gubernator Magni 
% Concilii,” Rymer Fœdera, Vol. 7. p. 164. 
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to have held; but I do not mention them, I; 
becauſe the authorities produced for them t 
are ſuch, as I cannot intirely depend upon, ti 
And as to his Eccleſiaſtical Benefices al- tl 
ready mentioned, the practice of exchangs b 
ing them was then ſo common, that tis i 
hard to determine preciſely, which of them ti 
he held all together at any one time. t. 
However, we have a very exact account of 0 
this matter as it ſtood in the year 14366; \ 


when the ſum of his Church preferments 
was at the higheſt, given by Wykeham 
himfelf on occaſion of Urban the Fifth's * 
Bulle againſt Pluralities: the '* practice of 
which prevailed greatly in the Church at 
this time; ſo that there were ſome in Eng- 
land, who, by the Pope's authority, poſſeſſed 
at once twenty Eccleſiaſtical Benefices and 
Dignities, with diſpenſation moreover for 
holding as many more as they could law- 
fully procure, without limitation of num- 
ber. This Bulle was publiſhed in May, 
13605; and orders all eccleſiaſtical perſons 
whatſoever poſſeſſed of more benefices than 
one, cither with or without cure, to de- 


5 See the Bulle itſelf in Wilkins. Concil. Mag. Brit. 
Vol. 3. pag. 62. 
Parker. Antiq. Britan. Eccl. ad an. 1367. 
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liver to the Ordinary of the place where 
they commonly reſide, a diſtin& and par- 
ticular account of ſuch their benefices, with 
the ſum which each is taxed at in the King's 
books, to be tranſmitted to the Metropoli- 
tan, and by him to the Pope. The Cer- 
tificate of the Biſhop of London, made to 
the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, of the ac- 
count exhibited to him by William of 
Wykeham of his benefices, is as follows. 

In the ſame year and month [ Octo- 
eber, 1366.] Sir William of Wykeham 
« Clerk, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and 
« * Secretary of our Lord the Illuſtrious 
« King of England, and Keeper of his 
« Privy Seal, by reaſon of his ſaid office 
te reſiding and commonly dwelling in the 
ce City and Dioceſe of London, intimated 
« and in writing exhibited to Us Simon 
* Biſhop of London, clearly, particularly, 
* and diſtinctly, as he affirmed, that he 
% holdeth the Archdeaconry of Lincoln, 
“having no eccleſiaſtical beneficenor manſe 
* annexed unto-the ſame, which is reput- 
«ed to be a dignity in the Church of Lin- 


7 Ex Regiſtro Langham. fol. 12, 
A word is here omitted in the original: tis ſup - 
plied by conjecture. | 
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te coln, and is a benefice with cure, and 
« incompatible with another cure ; not 
« taxed; the true and common annual ya- 
ce lue & the ſame, if the Archdeacon viſt 
ee teth all the churches of his Archdea- 
* conry,, and receiveth the whale procu, 
te rations every where in ready money, ex- 

e tendeth to three hundred and fifty pounds 
« ſterling. Item, the Canonry and Pre- 
<« bend ef Sutton in the ſaid Chureh of 
« Lincoln; it is a Benefice without cure, 
« and compatible with a benefice with cure: 


ec the tax of the ſame is two hundred and 


« ſixty marks ſterling. Item, the Canonry 
« and Prebend of Laghton in the Church 
« of York ; it is a benefice without cure, 
« and compatible with a cure, and is ſo 
ce held and reputed : the tax of the ſame 
te 1s one hundred and ten marks ſterling. 
« Item, the Canonry and Prebend of Bon- 
« ham in the Collegiate Church of Suth- 
« well, York Dioceſe; it is a benefice with- 
e out cure, and compatible with a cure: 
te the tax of the ſame fifty five marks ſter- 
« Iing, Item, the Canonry and Prebend 
ce of the Altar of St. Mary in the Colle- 
. giate Church of Beverly, York Dioceſe; 


4 it is a a benefice without cure, and com- 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 33 
« patible with a cure: the tax of the ſame 

« ſixteen pounds ſterling. Item, the Ca- 
« nonry and Prebend of Totenhale in the 
« Church of London; a benefice likewiſe 
e without cure, and compatible with a cure: 
« the tax of the ſame ſixteen marks ſter- 
« ling, Item, the Canonry and Prebend 
« of Fordyngton in the Church of Sarum ; 
« a benefice alſo without cure; and com- 
« patible with a cure: the tax of the ſame 
« twenty five marks ſterling: Item, the 
« Canonry and Prebend of Werwell in 
« the Monaſtery of the nuns of Werwell, 
« Wynton Dioceſe; it is a benifice with- 
« out cure, and compatible with a cure: 
« the tax of the ſame ſixty marks. Item, 
e the Canonry and Prebend of Iwerne in 
« the Monaſtery of the nuns of Shafton, 
« Sarum Dioceſe; a benefice likewiſe with- 
% out cure, and compatible with a cure, 
and ſo held and reputed : the tax of the 
« ſame thirty marks ſterling. Item, the 
e Canonry and Prebend of Swerdes in 
« the Church of Dublin in Ireland; it is 
* a benefice without cure, and compati- 
« ble with a cure: the tax of the ſame 
* ninety marks ſterling. Item, the Pre- 
% poſiture of Wells with a Prebend in the 
D « Church 
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© Church of Wells annexed to the Con | 
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« the aforeſaid Prepoſiture is a ſimple of- 
ee fice, and without cure, and compatible 
« with another benefice with cure, and ſo 
* it is held and reputed : the tax of the 
r Prepoliture with the Prebend annexed to 
« it ſixty eight marks ſterling ; and out of 
« the fruits and produce of the ſaid Pre- 
« poſiture are paid to fourteen Canons for 
« their Prebends, and to the Vicars and 
« other miniſters of that Church, yearly 
e one hundred and ſeventy five marks ſter- 
« ling. Item, the aforeſaid Sir William 
« of Wykeham did hold at the time of the 
« date of the aforeſaid monition, by col- 
« lation of our Lord the illuſtrious King 
« of England, the canonry and Prebend 
© of Alnethle in the aforeſaid our Lord 
© the King's free Chapel of Bruggenorth, 
© Coventry and Litchfield Diocele ; it is a 
ce benefice without cure, and compatible 
« with a cure; and the ſame, being of the 
« King's patronage, he hath wholly reſign- 
te ed and fimply quitted in form of law, as 
e well really as verbally : and that the tax 
* of the ſame, the Epiſcopal regiſters, as 
ce well as thoſe of our Lord the King and 
« thoſe of our Lord the Pope's Nuncio in 
« England, 
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« England, having beett ſearehed, and all. 
«requiſite diligence by him ufet] in the 
« fare; could not be made appear, nor 
« doth appear ; whetefore the true and com- 
« mon value of the faid-Prebend he hath 
« exhibited unto Us Simon Bifhop of Lon- 
don aforefaid, that it extendeth' annual- 
ey to twenty three pounds fix ſhillings 
« and eight pence ſterling. Item, the ſaid 
« Sir William did hold, by virtue of Apoſ- 
« tolical Diſpenſation unto him ifi tHis Be- 
« half ſufficiently. made and granted; at 
« the time of the date of the monition a- 
« foreſaid and ſinee, the Pariſh Church of 
« Manyhynet, Exon Dioceſe, at that' time 
« of Lay patronage: it is a benefice with" 
« cure, not compatible with another cure; 
« but the ſame Church he hath wholly 
« reſigned and ſimply quitted in form of 
« law, as well really as verbally: the 
« tax of the ſame eight pounds ſterling. 
Item, he did obtain a Reſcript or Bulle 
« Apoſtolical in the time of our Lord Pope 
« Innocent the ſixth ' of happy memory, g 
directed to the Biſhop Elect of St. 

% David's, to examine the ſaid William 
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In the Original, Innocent the Fifth, by miſtake. 
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* perſonally, and if he ſhould be. found 
** duly qualified, to grant unto him by 
* proviſion the Canonry and Prebend of 
i the Church of St. Andrew of Aukelond, 
* Durham Dioceſe, which formerly Thomas 
* de Brydekylt, alias de Karlelis, held in 
* the ſaid Church during his life: but by 
te virtue of the ſame he neither hath ſince 
te had collation, nor the ſaid Canonry and 
ce Prebend hath he poſſeſſion of, nor hath 
te in any wiſe had, nor intendeth to have 
e forthe future, nor in any manner to make 
te uſe of the ſaid Reſcript or Bulle Apoſ- 
« tolical : the tax or value is not known,” 

By this inſtrument it appears, that the 
E d value, partly taxed and party real, 
of the benefices which Wykeham had for 
ſome few years held all together, was 
8731. 6s. $d. and of thoſe which he till re- 
mained in poſſeſſion of, and continued to 
hold till he became Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
was 8421. 

It is needleſs to obſerve, in what a high 
degree of favour Wykeham ſtood with the 
King, after having given ſo many ſubſtantial 
proofs of it. But the teſtimony of Froiſſart, 
a contemporary hiſtorian, perſonally ac- 
quainted with the affairs of the Engliſh 
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Court, and at * this very time reſiding there, 
and employed in the ſervice of both the 
King and Queen, is too-remarkable -to be 
omitted. At this time, ſays he, reigned 
&« 4 Prieft called William of Wykeham. 
« This William of Wykeham was fo much 
« in favour with the King of England, 
« that every thing was done by him, and 
« nothing was done without him,” The 
King had raiſed him to ſome of the high- 
eſt offices in the State, and intended to car- 
ry him ſtill higher: it was in a manner 
neceſſary that his ſtation in the Church 
ſhould be proportionable. The King 
might eaſily have procured him a Biſhop- 
rick before this time: but as Biſhopricks 
were not abſolutely in his diſpoſal, nar 
tranſlations from one Biſhoprick to an- 
other become the common ſteps of ad- 
vancement in the Church, he ſeems to have 
reſerved Wykeham for the Biſhoprick of 
Wincheſter, which in point of honour and 
revenue would be a proper ſtation for his 
favourite miniſter, and which in the courſe 
of nature muſt ſhortly become vacant, 


See Froiſſart, Val. 4. Chap. 61. & 119. 
* Froiſſart, Vol. 1. Chap. 249. Edit. Paris, 1574. 
He calls him W. de Wican. 
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He probably had it in his power to plaee 
him in the See of Canterbury, which be- 
came vacant about half a year before that 
of Wancheſter : but * Edyngdon was now 
declining apace, and Wykeham perhaps 
was deſirous of being ſettled in his native 
country; that this, rather than any other, 
might be the neareſt and moſt immedlate 
object of his care and beneficence. In the 
mean time the King conferred upon him 
as many Eccleſiaſtical preferments, of a 
lower degree, as he could legally be poſ- 
ſefled of, as marks of royal favour, and 
ſupports of his ſtate and dignity, while this 
great expectative was depending. 


7 See Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. 1. pag. 317. 
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From the time of bis being made Biſhop of 
Wincheſter to the laſt year of Edward the 
TIL . , 


ILLIAM de Edyngdon Biſhop of 

Wincheſter died * on the eighth of 
October, 1366, Upon the King's ear- 
neſt recommendation, Wykeham was im- 
mediately and unanimouſly elected by the 
Prior and Convent to ſucceed him. The 


Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. pag, 317. 
* Ibid. & pag. 47. & Godwin. 5 
Pr. Richardſon's Note on Godwin, from Rot. Pat. 
41. (it ought to be 40.) Ed. 3. 
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conge d'elire is dated October the 13th, 
The King approved the election on the 
24th of the ſame month. The Pope * con- 
ſtitutes him Adminiſtrator of the Spiritu- 
alties and Temporalties of the vacant See, 
by his Bulle dated December the 11th of 
the ſame year: and he was * admitted to the 
Adminiſtration of the Spiritualties by the 
Archbithop of Canterbury, February the 
22d following. By his © Bulle of July the 
14th, 1367, the Pope gives him leave to be 
conſecrated, referring in it to the Bulle of 
Proviſion of the ſame date, by which he 
confers on him the Biſhoprick. He was 
conſecrated in St, Paul's London, on the 
xoth of October, 1367, by the Archbiſhop 


+ See Appendix, Ne V. 

Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. p. 317. 

* Regiſt, Wykeham, Part I. fol. 4. Cum nos pri- 
« dem Wynton, Eccleſiæ -auctoritate Apoſtolica dux- 
« erimus providendum præficiendo te illi in Epiſcopum, 
„ prout in noſtris inde confectis literis plenius conti- 
e netur,—The ward pridem relates only to the Pope's 
Proviſional Intention: for it appears from the general 
Title of Wykeham's Regiſter, that the Bulle of Pro- 
viſion was dated the ſame day, July 14th, 1367. Re- 
** giſtrum Wilhelmi de Wykeham cui de Epiſcopat. 
« Wynt. per felicis recordationis Urbanum div. pro. 
** Papam Vtum per viam reſeryationis fuit proviſum 
5 — data Viterbii ſecundo Idus Julij Pont. ſui anno 
The." | 5 „ 

7 Regiſt, Wykeham, General Title, and Rego. 
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of Canterbury, aſſiſted by the Biſhops of 
London and Saliſpury The ſame day 
the Archbiſhop Sehne! the Feaſt of 
Conſecration with great magnificence at 
his palace of Lambeth. Two days? af- 
ter Wykeham received from the King the 

rant of the Temporalties of the Biſhop- 
rick. Thus was it a whole year from the 
time of the vacancy, and even from the 
time of his election, before he could get 
into full poſſeſſion of his new dignity, 

The delay, which this affair met gan 
has been taken notice of by many 
thors; ſome of whom have #1 i - 
reaſon for it; others, chiefly the later 
writers, have given a falſe one, Some ſay, 
that the King was very unwilling to pro- 
2 to ſo high a ſtation in the Church, 

perſon who was ſo very deficient in point 
of Learning; this is not at all probable; 
Wykeham was recommended by the King, 
the election was made, and was approved 


8 On Birchington apud Wharton Ang. Sacr, Vol. 


I, Page 47: 
ymer. Fœd. Vol. VI. pag. 5 
: See Wharton Ang. Sacr, Vol. TY g. 47, & 317. 
Anonym. publiſhed by Hearn in Vol. l. of Walt. Fe. 
mingford. Ant. Wood. Hiſt. Univ, Oxon. Part II. 
pag. 127: Parker, Truſſell, &c, 
by 
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by un, all within fixteen days after 1 
_ Vacancy happened; with as much diſpatch, 
as was poſlible in an affair of this nature. 
Others pretend, that the Pope made the 
fame objection: the contraty to this ap- 
pears from the words of the Bulle above- 
mentioned, dated December the 11th, 1366, 
in which the Pope ſpeaks of Wykeham, as 
recommended to him, by the teſtimony 
4 of many perfons Were of credit, for 
* his xnowledge of Letters, his probity of 
« life and manners, and his'prudence and 
circumſpection in affairs both ſpiritual 
and temporal.“ Which teſtimony of his 
Learning is the more to be inſiſted upon, 
as it appears, on examining all the Bulles of 
this kind that occur in Rymer's Collection 
of public Records through this Century, 
that this part of the Bulle, in which the 
character of the perſon preferred is given, 
for the moft part runs in more general 
terms, and has more frequently than other- 
wiſe no mention of Learning at all. The 
Pope was ſo far from making the objec- 
tion, that he ſeems fully perſuaded, that 
there was really no room for it; for, we 
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See Appendix, Ne V. 
may 


reaſon of this delay on the ſide of the Pope, 
ſeems to be this. Since the time of Henry 
the third, the Kings and Parliaments of 
England had reſolutely oppoſed the uſur- 
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may be ſure, the Court of Rome had more 


addreſs, than to go out of its way, and de- 
part from a common form, to compliment 


a perſon for the very quality, in which he 
was notoriouſly deficient. | 
But the true ſtate of the caſe, and the 


pations of the See of Rome, one conſidera- 
ble article of which among many was the 
Pope's aſſuming to himſelf the diſpoſal of 
all Church Preferments by way of Provi- 
ſion and Reſervation. The pretence was, 
that the Holy Father, out of his great care 
for the welfare of the Church in general, 
and that of ſuch a Dioceſe ſuppoſe in 

particular, had provided for it beforehand 
a proper and uſeful perſon to prefide over 
it, leſt in caſe of a vacancy it might ſuffer 
detriment, by being long deſtitute of a 
Paſtor ; for which reaſon, out of the pleni- 
tude of his authority, he reſerved to him- 
ſelf for this turn the diſpoſal of the ſaid 
Biſhoprick, decreeing from that time for- 
ward all interpoſition, or attempts to the 
contrary, of all perſons whatſoever, null 
and 
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and void. The moſt effectual method af 


putting an end to theſe encroachments on 
. the rights of the King, Chapters, and Pa. 


caſe, Wykeham was probably a perſon 
very agreeable to the Pope, who had ſeve- 
ral * times made uſe of his intereſt with 
the King: and we ſee, that at this very time 
he made no difficulty of granting to him, 


. trons, ſeemed to have been taken under 1 
Edward tlie third, by the Statutes of 1 
Proviſors and Premunire: yet the Pope „ 
ſtill continued his pretenſions, and his Pro- # 
viſions in reality took place; only the per- 4 
ſon ſo preferred, was obliged to 4 renounce ; 
in form all manner of right to the Tem- 
poralties, which might be derived to him f 
from the Bulle of Proviſion, and all word 
contained in it prejudicial to the rights af . 
the Crown. This was the occaſion of ; 
perpetual diſputes between the King and | 
the Pope, and of the delay in the preſent | 
1 


7 Stat, of the 25th, 27th, and 38th years of Ed. 3. 

+ Sce Rymer's Feedera, Vol. VI. pag 597. Wilkins. 
Concil. Mag, Brit. Vol. II. pag. 266. Tris is the reaſon 
why the Bulle of Proviſion is not entered in Wykeham's 
Regiſter. | 

$ There are three Recommendatory Letters of Ur- 
ban the V. to Wykeham in Rymer's Fœdera: one in 
July, 1363, another in June, 1364, the third in Jan, 
1366-7, while this affair was depending, | 
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as to the preſumptive Succeſſor, the Ad- 
miniſtration of the vacant See. The point 
in queſtion was not, whether Wykeham 
ſhould have the Biſhoprick of Wincheſter 
or not; but by what title, and by whom 
it ſhould be conferred on him. The Pope's 
right of Proviſion was not to be dropt in 
the diſpoſal of ſo great a preferment, and 
when he had an opportunity by it of mak. 
ing a merit with the firſt Miniſter of the 
greateſt Prince in Europe. The King de- 
fended the right of Election: the Pope 
pretended, that Election in this caſe gave 
no right to the Biſhoprick, and would have 
it acknowledged as a favour from himſelf, 
The King had ſo great a regard for Wyke- 
ham, that he condeſcended at laſt to form 
an intereſt with the Pope, to induce him 
to recede a little from his pretenſions. He 
* wrote to the Duke of Bourbon, one of 
his hoſtages for the King of France, to 
whom he had granted leave of abſence ” 
about a year before, and had lately pro- 
longed it at the Pope's requeſt, deſiring him 
to prevail with the Pope to confirm Wyke- 
ham's Election, The Duke went to Avig- 


* Froiſſart, Vol. I. Chap. 2 
7 Rymer's Fœdera, Vol, vi. pag 489, and 510, 
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non, where the Pope then reſided, arid'fob 
licited the affair in perſon, He was glad 
of this opportunity of laying the King and 
his Miniſter under an obligation to him. 
And 'tis probable, that in conſiderationi of 
this ſervice the King the more readily grant- 
ed him his liberty the year following, on 
his paying 40000 Crowns for his ranſom. 
The Pope was as well pleaſed to receive'a 
petition from the King of England; twas 
the very thing he propoſed to himſelf by 
all this delay. He ſo far comphed with 
it, as to end the diſpute without determins: 
ing the merits of the cauſe: according to 
the general maxim of the Court of Rome, 
never to give up its pretenſtons in any cafe 
whatſoever ; but rather to yield to the de- 
ſire of an opponent too powerful to be re- 
N ſiſted, as out of mere grace and favour, 

without admitting his claim. However, 

in the preſent caſe it ſeems to have been 

agreed, that each party ſhould in ſome mea» 

ſure allow the pretenſions of the other. 
Accordingly, the Pope's Bulle of July the 
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* Rymer's Fœdera, Vol. VI. pag. 58 5. Not 1200, 
as Rapin ſays ; nor 20000 Francs, as Froiſſart. He paid 
10000 Crowns, Jan. 28th, 1367+8, and engaged to pay 
30000 more at three equal payments within the year. 
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14th, 1367, before mentioned, in which 
he refers to the Bulle of Proviſion, is ne- 
vertheleſs directed to William Biſhop E- 
lect of Wincheſter; and on the other hand, 
the King in his Letters Patent of the 12th 
of October, 1367, by which he grants him 
the Temporalties of the Biſhoprick, ac- 
knowledges him Biſhop of Wincheſter by 
the Pope's Proviſion, without mentioning 
his Election. He was Inthroned in the 


| Ca- 
9 Regiſtr. 3 pt. 3d. a. fol. 1. | 

The right of Inthroning all the Suffragan Biſhops 
of the Province is by ancient cuſtom the 'peculiar privi- 
lege of the Archdeacon of Canterbury. It may not 
R be diſpleaſing to the reader to be informed of 
ome parts of the Ceremony formerly ufed, with the 
particulars of the Archdeacon's Fees, upon this occa- 
ſion, * The Biſhop was received by the Archdencon 
at his Entrance into the City, where he alighted from 
his Palfrey; and the Archdeacon immediately had the 
Palfrey, with the Saddle and all the Furniture; and 
farther, if the Biſhop's Groom would deliver to him the 
cover of the ſaddle, the girt, and headſtall, the Arch - 
deacon was to reward him with the gift of two hil- 
lings, or more, as in his bounty he ſhould think pro- 
per. The Biſhop undreſſed himſelf ia ſome church 
or houſe near to the Cathedral ; upon which the Arch- 
deacon's ſervant ſeized his Riding-coat, Gloves, Hat, 
and Boots, for his maſter. From thence the Archdeacan 
conducted him to the Cathedral Church robed in his pon- 
titicals, and placed him in his throne, He had an allowance 
of hay and provender for fifteen horſes, as long as he con- 


* Harpsfield, Hiſt, Ecel. Ang. Seculvm XIII. cap. 10. Somner's 
Antiquities of Canterbury, Pt, 24. p. 143 r 
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Cathedral Church of Wincheſter by Wil. 
liam de Aſkeby, Archdeacon of Northamp- 
ton, by Commiſſion from the Cardinal 
Archdeacon of Canterbury's Procurator 
General, on the gth of July, 1368 ; who 
acknowledges him to be Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter by Election, Confirmation, and 
Conſecration, without any mention at all 
of the Pope's Proviſion. ' : 
As ſoon as the diſpute between the King 
and the Pope, which was in“ effect no 


„n 


Long 


tinued in attendance upon this office, meat and drink 
for three days, and every night four gallons of wine at 
his ſupper ; two great torches of wax during his whole 
ſtay ; and every night two leſſer torches, and two do- 
zen of wax candles. On the day of Inthronization, 
the Biſhop's table being at the upper end of the hall, 
a table on the right ſide of the hall was furniſhed for 
the Archdeacon and the company whom he ſhould 
pleaſe to invite: the Biſhop drank to him out of a Cup 
of ſilver or ſilver gilt; and the Cup belonged to the 
Archdeacon. He had beſides ten marks ſterling in 
money for the expences of his Journey, The Biſhop's 
Bed alſo uſed anciently to be demanded and allowed, 
as the fee of the Archdeacon's Chamberlain: but this 
ſeems very early to have grown out of uſe, And the 
reſt of theſe cuſtoms began by degrees to be laid aſide 
and to become obſolete, when the Biſhops began to be 
inthroned by proxy, and the Archdeacons left off al- 
ſiſting at the celebration of this ſolemnity in perſon, 
and at laſt eſtabliſhed the practice of performing their 
office by deputation ; ſo that, I ſuppoſe, the pecuniary 
part of the Fee, or ſome equivalent for the whole in 
that ſhape, is all that at preſent remains to them. 
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other than. a contention which of them 
ſhould be the author of Wykeham's pro- 
motion, was accommodated ; being now 
qualified, by his advancement in the Church, 
to receive the higheſt dignity in the State, 
he was conſtituted Chancellor of England. 
He was even poſſeſſed of this great office 
while he was only Biſhop Ele& ; for he 
was confirmed in it on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1367. We need not be ſurpriſed 
to find, that the Parliament of the next 
year was opened by Langham, Arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury, though Wykeham 
was then Chancellor: for the part of 
addreſſing the Parliament by the King's 
command, or of Speaker of the Houſe of 
Lords, was not yet by cuſtom appropriated 
to the office of Chancellor, 


1 Dugdale's Chronica Series of Chancellors, &c, 
from Chart. 41. Ed. III. that is, 1367. He refers it to 
the year 1368, by a miſtake which runs through the 
whole reign of Ed. III. in his Series. All other Au- 
thors, who mention Wykeham's promotion, ſpeak of 
him as being made Chancellor and Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter both about the ſame time. Philipot's IK of 
Chancellors, p. 42. Spelman's Gloſſary in V. Can- 
cellarius. Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. p. 47 and 38 1. 
Froiſſart, Vol. I, chap. 249. 1 

* Rot, Parl. 42. Ed. III. 

3 See Cotton's Abridg. of Parl. Rolls, 
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Conſidering the mfinite multiplicity of 
affairs, which Wykeham had tranſacted 
for the King, in the ſeveral employments 
with which he had been entruſted, it was 
impoſſible for the moſt upright or pru- 
dent man to have acted in every particu» 
lar with ſo much exaCtneſs and caution, 
as to guard againſt the envy and malice of 
thoſe enemies, which high ſtation in a court 
is ſure to create. As therefore he had naw 
quitted ſome of thoſe employments, no 
more to be engaged in them, and was to 
act from henceforth in a new ſphere, he 
thought it proper to ſecure himſelf with 
regard to the paſt, by obtaining a full ac- 
quitance and diſcharge from the King. This 
the King granted him in the fulleſt and am- 
pleſt manner, by his * letters patent, dated 
May the 22d, 1368. 
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+ «© Rex omnibus, &c. Sciatis quod nos conſide- 
„ rantes grata & utilia obſequia nobis per Venerabilem 
* Patrem W. de Wykeham Epiſc. Wint. a diu impen- 
„fa, & magnum locum quem nobis in noſtris agen» 
« dis diverſimode tenuit & indies tenet, graves & 
„ {umptuoſos labores ſubeundo, ac volentes proinde 
<« ipſius tranquillitati & quieti prout convenit provide- 
< re, de gratia noſtra ſpeciali & certa ſcientia pardons» 
vimus eidem Epiſc. omnimoda debita appreſta & com- 
pota ex quibus nobis cauſa quorumcunque denario- 

* 
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A Parliament was ſummoned to be held 
at Weſtminſter, May 27th, 1369. The 
King, Lords, and Commons being aſſem- 
bled in the Painted Chamber, the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, Lord Chancellor, declared 
the cauſe of their meeting in the following 
manner. „ 

« Sirs, the King, in all occaſions of 
e importance which concerned himfelf ot. 
« his kingdom, hath always acted by the 
ie counſell and advice of his Lords and 
© Commons, which he hath ever found to 
te be good and loyal, and for which he 
« moſt heartily thanketh them. It 1s very 
ce well known to you all, that our Lord 
« the King ſome time ago, with regard to 
« the claim and right which he hath in 
« the Kingdom of France, by the advice 
* of his Lords and Commons, concluded 
« a peace with his adverſary of France 
e upon certain conditions: namely, That 
te his ſaid adverſary ſhould ſurrender to 
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« rum,” &c,——He gives him full acquittance of all de- 
mands of money, jewels, &c. received or deliwered 
before he was biſhop, and ſince z releaſes him, his heirs, 
and executors, from all actions real, perſonal, and 
mixt, &c. in the fulleſt terms. Rot. Pat. 42. Ed. III. 
p. I. m. 5. MS. Rymer, Vol. XI. Ne 40. 

5 Rot, Parl. 43. Ed. III. 
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« him certain lands and countries. beyond 

ce the ſeas, and ſhould alſo pay to him 
« certain fums of money, within a time 
e limited by the treaty ; and likewiſe, that 
« jn conſideration of his renouncing all 
« juriſdiction and ſovereignty in Gaſcony, 
« and all other countries belonging to the 
« King beyond the. ſeas, our Lord the 
« King, on his part, would at the ſame 
« time renounce the title of King of 
« France. But his ſaid adverſary not on- 
« Iy wholly failed to ſurrender the lands 
« and countries agreed upon by the Trea- 
« ty, and made no payment of the mo- 
« ney, but has alſo accepted of the appeals 
« of the Count D'Armynac, the Lord De 
« la Bret, and others, who are lieges of 
« our Lord the King in Gaſcony ; and in 
te conſequence of theſe appeals, - hath ſum- 
« moned the Prince of Gaſcony to appear 
« before him at Paris, on the firſt day of 
« May now paſt, to anſwer to their ap- 
te peals, contrary to the terms of the Trea- 
« ty, And moreover, he hath ſent a great 
« number of armed men, who wage war 
« in Gaſcony, and have taken there by 
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force, and ſtill keep poſſeſſion of, towns, 
caſtles, fortreſſes, and other places, have 
ſeized the king's ſubjects, killed ſome, 
and impriſoned others, or ſet upon them 
grievous ranſoms: and farther, hath 
now lately fent a great number of men 
into the demeſne lands of the King in 
Ponthieu, who have ſeized his towns, 
caſtles, and fortreſſes, by force of arms. 
On theſe attempts of the King of France 
upon the ſaid Principality, contrary to 
the form of the Treaty, the Prince ſent 
ſpecial meſſengers fully to inform the 
King of them; who alſo acquainted him, 
that the Prince upon this occaſion, had 
ſummoned the wiſeſt men of the Prin- 
cipality, and conſulted with them, whe- 
ther upon advice of theſe open infrac- 


« tions of the Peace, the King might not 


cc 


«c 


by right and reaſon reſume and ule the 
Title of King of France ; who anſwered, 


* that he might do it by Right, and good 


Faith, Upon this point the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury and the other Prelates 


« are charged by the jKing to conſult to- 
„ gether, and to declare to him their ad- 
vice and counſell. The King alſo will- 


10 


eth, as the cuſtom hath been at theſe 


E 3 times, 
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10 times, that all thoſe who think theme 
« ſelves aggrieved, ſhould preſent their pe. 
ce titions; who ſhall be anſwered : and for 
« this purpoſe he hath aſſigned certain 
« Clerks to receive them, and certain Lords 
© and others to anſwer them,” 

I need only mention, that the King by 
the advice of his Parliament reſumed the 
ſtyle of King of France'; the war was 
renewed on both Tides, and carried on very 
much to' the advantage of the French, 
Charles the Vth had taken his meaſures ſo 
well, and concealed his preparations with 
ſo much artifice and diſſimulation, that 
the Engliſh were ſurpriſed unprovided for 
the war, The Prince of Wales was dif- 
abled, by the fatal diſeaſe which he brought 
with him out of Spain, from attending to 
the war with his uſual ſpirit and activity; 
his health daily declined apace, and with 
it the Engliſh affairs in France. 
In two years time the French had made 
ſuch a progreſs, that they began to think 
of transferring the war into England, and 
were making vaſt preparations for an in- 
valion. Upon this the King ſummoned 
a Parliament to meet Feb, 24, 1470-1, 
which 
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-which the Lord, Chancellor opened with 


the following Speech 7. 

« Sirs, You know very well, that in 
« the laſt Parliament, the King, with your 
e approbation, reſumed the title of King 
« of France, becauſe his adverſary had in- 
« fringed the peace before .concluded be- 
« tween them, and uſurped the ſovereignty, 
« which by the terms of the peace ought 
« always to have belonged to the King. 
« On this occaſion and others the King 
te hath incurred great expences ; having 
e ſent ſome of his Lords and others with 
« a great number of forces, in order to 
% recover and maintain his right, And 
* now he hath received certain intelligence 
„ by his friends and allies, that his ſaid 
* Adverſary is making himſelf ſtronger 
© than ever he was before, and hath le- 
e vied ſuch a number of forces, as ſeemeth 
to him ſufficient, this year, to diſpoſſeſs 
* the King. of all the lands and countries 
„which he hath beyond the ſeas; as well 
« in Gaſcony, as at Calais, Guienne, Pon- 


« thieu, and his other caſtles and places 


there. He hath moreover gotten ready ſo 


| 7 Rot, Parl. 45. Ed. III. 
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« many galleys and other ſhips of war, af 
te ſeem te him ſufficient to deſtroy the 
* whole Navy of England: and uſeth alſa 
« his utmoſt efforts to ſend a vaſt force of 
« armed men into this country, to deſtroy 
* it, and ſubject it to his own power, 
«© Therefore the King requireth and charg- 
et eth his Lords and Commons here al- 
6 ſembled, to conſult upon theſe points, 
e and to give him their advice, how his 
« Kingdom may be well guarded, and the 
« Navy defended and maintained againſt 
« the malice of his enemies; as alſo, for 
« the ſafe-guard of the King's countries 
beyond the ſeas, and for the maintenance 
te of the war in thoſe parts, and the re- 
« duction of them. The King likewiſe 
te commandeth thoſe, who would preſent 
« their petitions, to deliver them to the 
« Clerks aſſigned for this purpoſe, and 
« they ſhall be graciouſly anſwered.” 

I have inſerted theſe ſpeeches juſt as they 
ſtand recorded in the Parliament Rolls. 
They appear there to a great diſadvantage; 
tho' delivered in Engliſh, they are recorded 
in French ; a language at that time more 


» 
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Et auxi ſe afforce & bie d'envoier. 


bar- 
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barbarous and unfit for the purpoſe, even 
than our own. They are ſhortened and 
given in ſubſtance only; the connexion and 
turn of the ſentences is altered, and, in 
the firſt of them particularly, the form 

of the whole is partly direct and 
oblique; an inconſiſtency, which it was 
W neceſſary to correct by one or two ſmall 
deviations from the original. Yet from 
theſe Speeches we may obſerve, that 
Wykeham ſpoke upon theſe occaſions 
more like a Stateſman, than moſt of the 
Chancellors of thoſe times, eſpecially the 
Eccleſiaſtics. It * was almoſt their con- 
ſtant practice to lay down ſome Text of 
Scripture by way of Theſis for their dif- 
courſe, and to ſpend much time in divid- 
ing, and ſubdividing, and making very 
injudicious applications of it to the 
occaſion. Not ſatisfied with this, they 
frequently go out of their way to in- 
troduce ſtill more quotations of Serip- 
ture, and continue their diſcourſe as im- 
pertinently as they began it. Wykeham 
had more judgment than to give into ſo 
abſurd a practice: he always ſpeaks. di- 


9 See Cotton's A of the Parliament Rolls, 
paſſim. 
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regt to the point in queſtion, and 1 
a plain and diſtinct account of the preleg 
fate of public affairs. 
In this Parliament the Lords and Comp 
mons repreſented to the King, that the 
Soverpment of the Realm had been for 
Aa long time in the hands of men of the 
Church, by which many miſchiefs had in 
times paſt happened, and more might hap- 
pen in times to come, to the diſheriſon of 
the Crown, and great prejudice of the 
Kingdom: they petitioned therefore, that 
Secular men only might be principal Of- 
ficers of the King's courts and houſehold, 
and none of the Clergy : ſaving unto the 
Kang his prerogative of chooſing and re- 
moving Officers, provided they be of the 
Laity. The King's anſwer to this petition 
was only, That he would do therein by 
advice of his Council. Though he declined 
granting their requeſt, ſo as to make a Law 
in conſequence of it for the future; yet 
he ſoon reſolved to comply with their de- 
ſire for the preſent. Accordingly we find. 
that on the 14th day of March the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter delivered the Great 


Not. Parl. 45. Ed. III. é 
* Rymer, Fœd. Vol. 6th, pag. 683. 
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Seal to the King, which the King two days 
after gave to Sir Robert de Thorp. The 
Biſhop was preſent at the ceremony of con- 
ſtituting the new Chancellor, and after- 
wards at that of his firſt opening the Great 
Seal in Weſtminſter Hall. From which 
circumſtances, as well as from the ſtate of 
the caſe itſelf, we may conclude, that he 
was neither diſmiſſed with any marks of 
the King's diſpleaſure, nor was himſelf diſ- 
ſatisfied with his removal. To the ſame 
purpoſe it may be obſerved, that the two 
Great and two Privy Seals, one of each 
of which was made the year before on the 
King's reſuming the title and arms of 
France, remained by Commiſſion from the 
King in his Cuſtody till the 28th of the 
ſame month, when he delivered them to 
the King: and that * ſoon after he received 
the King's writ of Summons to attend the 
Great Council, which was held at Win- 
cheſter, to conſider of a proper method of 
levying the 50,000 J. granted by Parlia- 


3 Rymer. Fœd. One of each was inſcribed Rex Fran- 
ciæ & Angliz, & Dominus Hiberniz : the other Rx 
Angliz, & Dominus Hibernie & Aquitaniz, 

* Regiſtr, Wykeham. pt. 4. fol. 4. dated April 27. 
— i. 
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ment. To this Great Council only three 
other Biſhops, four Abbots, and thirteen 
temporal Lords, were ſummoned, with 
© whom were joined ſome of the Com- 
mons named by the King. Neither have 
we any reaſon to imagine, that the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter in -particular was in any 
degree of disfavour with the Commons, 
or was at all ſunk in their eſteem and 
confidence. We find ', that in the year 
1373 the Commons name him with ſeven 
other Lords, whom they petition to have 
appointed as a Committee to confer with 
them on the ſupplies to be granted to the 
King. It has been ſaid, * that the removal 
of the Clergy from the offices of ſtate was 
owing to the influence of the duke of Lan- 
caſter, who was not their friend. I know 
not on what foundation this is ſaid with 


5 Dugdale. Summonit. ad Parl. Some of our ancient 
Hiſtorians have miſtaken this Great Council for a Par. 
liament: T. Walſingham. Anonymus publiſhed by 
Hearn in vol. ad of Walter Hemingford. They have 
been followed in this miſtake by Nath, Bacon. Hiſt, & 
Polit. diſcourſe, &c, pt. 2d. pag. 35. edit. 1749. and 
Lord Bolingbroke, in Oldcaſtle's Remarks on Engliſh 


ory. 
* Brady's Hiſtory of England, Vol. 2. 
7 Rot, Parl. 47. Ed. II . b 

* Parker, Antiq. Britan, Collier, Eccl. Hiſt. 
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regard to the Duke's inclination towards. 
the Clergy in general at this time: as to 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter in particular, he 
ſeems on the contrary to have continued 
hitherto very much in the Duke's good 
graces, who both before, and not long af- 
ter this, honoured him with ſingular marks: 
of his friendſhip and confidence, The 
Duke, before his ſetting out on his ex- 
peditions to France in the years 1369 and 
1373) obtained of the King a grant to cer- 
tain Truſtees named by him, of the cuſto- 
dy and intire adminiſtration of all the re- 
venues of his caſtles, manors, and eſtates, 
for one year after his own deceaſe, in order 
to the payment of his debts, and for other 
uſes, as he ſhould direct. He appointed 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter one of his Truſ- 
tees for both theſe grants. In the begin- 
ning of the year 1375, he likewiſe conſti- 
tuted him his attorney, together with the 
Earl of Arundel, to appear and act for him 
in any of the Courts of England, during 
his abſence at the Congreſs of Bruges. 

The truth of the matter ſeems to be, 
that the Laity in general looked with an 


* Rymer, Fœdera, Vol. 7th. p. 8, & 61. 
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evit eye upon the Clergy, who had of fate 
filled for the moſt part the great poſts of 
honour and profit in the ſtate ; which, as 
it was obvious to remark, neither lay with- 
in their province, nor were ſuitable to their 
function and character. The practice, 
however improper in itſelf and liable to 
objection, yet ſeems to haye taken its riſe 
from the neceſſity of the times: the men 
of abilities had for a long time been chief. 
ly employed abroad in the wars; this was 
the moſt open road to riches and honours, 
and every one was puſhing forward in it. 
Befides, it was not at any time eaſy to find 
among the Laity perſons properly qualified, 
in point of knowledge and letters, to fill with 
ſufficiency ſome of the higheſt offices. We 
ſee the King was now obliged to have re- 
courſe to the Lawyers : they gave as little 
ſatisfaction as the Churchmen had done 
and in a few years it was found neceſſary 
to diſcharge them, and to call in the 
Churchmen again, 

The Prench invaſion which had given 
ſuch an alarm in England, that even the 
whole body of the Clergy from the age of 
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: Regiſtr, Wykeham. pt. 4th, fol. 5, Wilkins's 
Concil. Mag. Brit. Vol. 3 P · 91. 
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ſixteen to ſixty were ordered to be arrayed; 
muſtered, and in arms, eame at laft ti 
nothing. In the year 1374 the Duke of 
Lancaſter concluded a truce with the French; 
in which by their intrigues they gained 
ſtill more, than they had done in the war. 
The truce was next year renewed; and by 
this time the Engliſh were in a manner 
driven out of France. 

Pope Gregory the Eleventh had inter- 
poſed with his mediation, and had pre- 
vailed with the Kings of England and 
France to ſend their Ambaſſadours to Bru- 
ges to treat of a Peace, On this occaſion 
the Pope * wrote to the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, as to a perſon who had the great- 
eſt influence with the King, exhorting and 
conjuring him to uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
to incline him to an accommodation, Hig 
Holineſs did not omit, in the concluſion of 
his Letter, to beſeech him as earneſtly, to 
forward by all poſſible means the payment 
of the Subſidy, which on various pretences 
he had impoſed on the Clergy of England 
and which! was now moderated to the Sum 
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of 60, ooo Florins, in a conference between 
the agents of both parties at the Congtefs 
of Bruges; on condition however, that 
40,000 Florins more ſhould be paid, to 
make up the Sum at firſt demanded, in eaſe 
that the Treaty ſhould happily terminate 
in a Peace between the two Kingdoms. 
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Eccleſiaſtical affatrs during the ſame time. 


HOUGH Wykeham was ſo deeply 
engaged in affairs of State, and ſo 
much taken up in his perſonal attendance 
upon the King, yet he was not in the 
mean time wanting to his Epiſcopal Func- 
tion, or remiſs in the care of his Dioceſe. 
While * he was Adminiſtrator of the See, 
he acted only by his Commiſſary General, 
John de Wormenhale, When he was in 
full poſſeſſion of the Biſhoprick, one of 
the firſt things that required his atten» 


+ Rogiſter, Wykeham, part 1. ; 
F tion 
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tion was the care of the Epiſcopal Houſes 
and Buildings of all forts, which his Pre- 
deceſſor had left very much out of repair 
in general, and many of them in a ruinous 
condition. The Buildings belonging to 
the Biſhops of Wincheſter were at this 
time very large and numerous: beſides a 
great many granges, parks, warrens, and 
the like, they had ten * or twelve different 
Caſtles, Manor-houſes, or Palaces of Rey 
ſidence, properly accommodated for the 
reception of themſelves and their retinue, 
to all which in their turns they uſually 
reſorted, living according to the cuſtom 
of thoſe times chiefly upon the produce;of 
their own eſtates, So great a demand, 
as the Biſhop had upon his Predecefſor's 
Executors for dilapidations, could: not very 
ſoon, or very eaſily, be brought to an ace 


» « Di&i Exeeutores dixerunt ſibi conſtare, quod 
„ xdificia, turres, muri, & clauſuræ, in caſtris & mane» 
- « riis dicti Epiſcopatus tempore mortis ejuſdem nuper 
« Epiſc, diverſimode fuerant ruinoſa, & maxima de- 
«* bilitate depreſſa, & quamplurima corum  omnino 
e ad terram diruta & proſtrata, quod de neceſſitate 
„ reparatione maxima indigueriat.”— Regiſt, Wyke- 
ham. part 3. a. fol, 64, No. HH 

3 Wolveſey, South- Waltham, Merwell, Sutton, 
High-Clere, Farnham, Eſhere, Wargrave, Southwerk, 
Taunton, &c. 


commo- 
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commodation : however the account was 
W at laſt ſettled between them without pro- 
ceeding on either fide to any action at Law. 
In * the firſt place they delivered to him 
the ſtanding ſtock of the Biſhoprick due to 
him by right and cuſtom*: namely, 127 
Draught-Horſes, 1556 head of black Cat- 
tle, 3876 Weathers, 4777 Ews, 3521. 
Lambs : and afterwards for dilapidations, 
in cattle, corn, and other goods, to the 
value of 1662 J. 105. ſterling. The Biſhop 
made a farther demand of 700 Marks, as 
ſtill due to him and allowed upon account; 
which Edyngdon's executors acknowledged, 
W and promiſed to pay. This matter was 
finally ſettled Feb. 6th 1371-2. 
= The Biſhop immediately ſet about this 
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* Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. a, fol. 63. 

, Petrus de Roches — de Rupibus] legavit Ec- 
e cleſie Wynton, & Epiſcopis ſucceſſoribus ſuis, qui 
% pro tempore erunt, in ſtaurum vivum, quod ſequi- 
«* tur; ita quod quilibet Epiſcopus Wynton. Succeſ- 
“ ſorl ſuo et Eccleſie Wyant, in deceſſu ſuo tantum in 
** ſtaurum ſub pena anathematis relinquet neceſſario: 
« videlicet, 

* De bobus MDLVI. 

De affris CXXVII. 

De multon, MMMDCCCLXXVI multon. 70 

De ovibus matricibus MUMMDCCLXX VII 

De agnis MMMDXX1.” 

MS. penes Dom. Epiſc. Wint. fol. 90. 
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great work of repairing all the Epiſcop al 
Buildings in ſuch a manner, as might — 
been expected from one of his generous 
ſpirit, and of his {kill and experience in 
Architecture. To * ſupply himſelf with 
the beſt ſtone in ſufficient quantity, he pur. 
chaſed the uſe of the ſtone-quarries of 
Quarrer Abby in the Iſle of Wight, which 
were formerly much in repute, tho' now 
for many ages diſuſed and neglected. The 
Abbot engaged to aſſiſt him, as general di- 
rector and ſurveyor of theſe preparations; 
and the Biſhop wrote circular letters to all 
the Eecleſiaſtics of the Iſland, both Regu- 
lar and Secular, to deſire them to ſend in 
as many workmen, carriages, and other 
neceſlaries for the work, as they could ſup- 
ply him with, at the demand, and accord- 
ing to the directions of the Abbot; all to 
be defrayed at his own expence. In“ thele 
repairs of the Epiſcopal houſes, together 
with ſeveral new buildings, raiſed by him 
upon the eſtates of the Biſhoprick, he ex- 
pended in the whole above 20,000 Marks. 
In * the Year 1373 the Biſhop held a Vi- 


5 Tbid. part 3. a. fol. 47, 
7 MS, Coll. Wint. 
" Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. a. fol, go, &c. 
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ſitation of his whole Dioceſe ; not only of 
the ſecular Clergy through the ſeveral Dean- 
ries, but alſo of the Monaſteries, and Re- 
ligious houſes of all ſorts, all' which he 

viſited 


» « Nuper dum Clvitatem & Dioceſ. noſtram Wynt, 
e clerum & populum ejuſdem, cepimus per/ſonaliter & 
« aftualiter viſitare,” —» Abid. fol. 99. The City of 
Wincheſter, tho' much diminiſhed in its greatneſs and 
ſplendor ſince the time when it was the gs 6 of 
the Saxon Monarchy, and (till continuing to decline, 
was nevertheleſs, . at this time, a large and populous 
place. I ſhall here give a ſhort view of its Eccleſiaſti- 
cal ſtate ; from which alſo ſome judgement may be 


formed of its condition in other reſpects. 


The Monaſteries and other Religious Houſes in the 
City and Suburbs of Wincheſter, 


The Old Minſter, or Cathedral Church of St. Swy- 
thun, a Prior and Convent of XLVI Monks, Benedic- 
tines, 

The New Minſter, or Abby of Hide, Benedictines. 

The Nunnaminſter, or Abby of St. Mary; an Ab- 
beſs, and x XI Nuns (at the Diſſolution :) Benedictines. 
A little within the Eaſt Gate, on the left hand as you 
enter it, : 

The Hoſpital of the Almonry of the Church of St. 
Swythun ; Siſters maintained by the Monaſtery : com- 
monly called the ®nſtern @pytal. Adjoining to the 
preſent College on the Weſt, 

The College of St. Elizabeth ; a Provoſt, VI Chaps 
lains Prieſts, VI Clerks and VI 'Choriſters. Near the 
preſent College on the South-Eaſt, 

The Chapel of Holy Trinity ; a Warden and ſeveral 
Prieſts, On the North ſide of the Church-yard of the 
Abby of St. Mary, 


T1 A Con- 


m7 THE LIFE O F 0 
viſited in perſon. The next year he ſent 
his Commiſſioners with power to cara} 


HO 
: Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. à. fol. 112, 


a 
C 


pri OY 


A Convent of each of the IV Orders of Mendicant 
Friars. The Auguſtin Friars, juſt without South-Gate, 
on the left in the road to Southampton. The Grey 
Friars, or Minors, on the right juſt within Eaſt- Gate. 
The Dominicans, or Preaching Friars, on the North, 
within the City 

The Prior and Brethren of St. Peter in the Church 
of St. Maurice. 

The Church of St. Mary Kalendar. TTY 

Tanner Notit. Monaſt. and ſee Appen. N- xvl. 

The Parochial Churches and Chapels i in the City and 
Suburbs of Wincheſter, in the time of Adam de Orleton 
Bp. of Wint. i. e. A. D. 1333——1345. From MS, 
Coll. Wint. 


K tw K 1 oa Had 


Eccleſiz Taxatæ. 


Eccleſia Sti. Johannis de Eccleſiz Sti. Bartholomal 


Monte. in atrio de Hyda. 

Sti. Petri de Chu- Sti. Stephani jux« | 
mull. ta Wolveſey. 

Sti. Jacobi. Sti. Laurentii Wyn · 

Stæ. Fidis. ton. 


Stæ. Anaſtaſiæ. Sti. Mauritii. 
Btæ Mariæ de Val- Capella Stæ. Gertrudis. 
libus, cum Capella. 


Eccleſiæ non Taxatæ. 


Capella Stæ. Trinitatis: Eccleſia Sti. Johannis de 
(ſub Cuſtode; above- Hoſpitali. 
mentioned among the Btz Marie in Tan- 


Religious Houſes. ) nereſtret. 


Sti. P ancr atii. N 
Eccleſia 


Eccleſia de Colebrokſtret. 
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and reform the ſeveral irregularities and 
abuſes, which he had diſcovered” in the 
courſe of his Viſitation. | 
Some years afterward, the Biſhop, hav- 
ing viſited three ſeveral times all the Re- 
ligious Houſes throughout his Dioceſe, 
and being well informed of the ſtate and 
condition of each, and of the particular 
abuſes which required correction and re- 
formation, beſide the orders which he had 
already given, and the remedies which he 
had occaſionally applied by his commiſ- 
ſioners, now iſſued his injunctions to each 


Eccleſia $6. Johannis as) 
Eder. - 

. Martini in vico 
carnificum, 

Sti. Michaelis ex- 


tra Kyngate. 
Maria de 


Bte, 
Walda. 
Sti. Ruwoldi (vel 
Rombaldi.) 
Btz, Mariz de Ka- 
lender. 
— — — $ti. Laurentii. 
—— Sti. Laurentii de 
Parchemeneſtret. 
—— ti. Petri de Mar- 
cell. (, de Macello.) 
—— ti. Clementis. 


F 4 


Eecleſia 8ül. Alphegi. 

Sti. Petroci 

——— Sti, Michaelis in 
D_—_ 

—— ti. Salvatoris. 

Btz Mariæ extra 
portam Borealem. 

—— tz Margaretæ. 

Sti. Petri de Al- 

bopane. 

Sti. Andrez: 

Sti. Nicholai de 
Goldſtret. 

— Omnium SanRo- 
rum in Goldſtret, 

Btæ Mariæ in A- 

trio Sti. Swythuni. 


of 
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of them. They were accommodated to 
their ſeveral exigencies, and intended to 
correct the abuſes introduced, and to recall 
them all to a ſtrict obſervation of the 
Rules of their reſpective Orders. Many of 
theſe injunctions are ſtill extant, and 
are evident monuments of the care and 
attention, with which he diſcharged this 
part of his Epiſcopal duty. 

But the zeal and diligence, with which 
the Biſhop purſued the wholeſome work of 
diſcipline, and the reformation of abuſes, 
will be beſt exemplified by an account of 
his proceedings in the Viſitation of the 
Hoſpital of St. Croſs; of which we are 
able to give a more particular detail, as 
he met with ſome difficulties and obſtruc- 
tions in them, and was, upon that occa- 
ſion, engaged in a long and troubleſome 
diſpute. It will be neceſſary to premiſe an 
account of the foundation and conſtitu- 
tion of this ample and remarkable charity: 
which, if it is more particular than is 
elſewhere to be met with, will not, per- 


haps, be the leſs agreeable to the curious 
reader. 


: MS Call. Nov, They bear date 1386-7. 
The 
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The FHoſpital of St. Croſs, at Sparke- 
ford, near Wincheſter, was founded by 
Henry de Blois, Biſhop of Wincheſ⸗ 
ter, and brother to King Stephen, in the 
year * 1132, for the health of his own 
Soul, and the Souls of his Predeceſſors, 
and of the Kings of England. The Foun- 
der's inſtitution requires, That Thirteen poor 
men, ſo decayed and paſt their ſtrength, 
that without charitable aſſiſtance they can» 
not maintain themſelves, ſhall abide con- 
tinually in the Hoſpital,, who ſhall be pro- 
vided with proper cloathing, and beds ſuit- 
able to their infirmities; and ſhall have an 
allowance daily of good wheat bread, good 

beer, three meſſes each for dinner, and one 
for ſupper. If any one of theſe ſhall hap- 
pen to recover his health and ſtrength, he 
ſhall be reſpectfully diſcharged, and ano- 
ther admitted in his place. That beſides 
theſe Thirteen Poor, an Hundred other 
Poor, of modeſt behaviour, and the moſt 
indigent that can be found, ſhall be receiv- 
ed daily at dinner time ; and ſhall have each 


a loaf of coarſer bread, one meſs, and a 


2 The account of St. Croſs is collected from Regiſt; 


Wykeham, and MS. Coll. Nov. 
3 MS. penes Dom. Epiſcopum Wint. fol. 22. 


proper 


Chilbalton, Wodehay, Awelton, [or Aulton in Canyng- 


* : . a . 4 K * "R 
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proper allowance of beer, with leave to 
carry away with them whatever remains of 
their meat and drink after dinner. The 
Founder alſo ordered other charities to be 
diſtributed to the poor in general, as the 
revenues of the Hoſpital ſhould be able to 
bear, the whole of which was to be applied 
to ſuch uſes. 133115217 29h 
The Endowment of the Hoſpital con- 
ſiſted chiefly in a Donation of ſeveral confi 
derable Rectories * for the moſt part belongs 
ing to the Dioceſe of Wincheſter, and of the 


The Churches of Ferreham, [with the Manor af 
Asſhton,] Nutteſſellynge, Mellebrock, Twyford, Hen - 
ton, Alwareſtock, Exton, Huſſeborne, Wytcherche, 


merſh, Com. Wilts.] Wynteney, [or Wyteney, Com. 
Oxon. ] Stocton, [Com. Wilts.] Ovynton, with their 
appertenancies and dependencies; and the tythes of 
the Lordſhip of Waltham; and other rents aſſigned in 
the City of Wincheſter. Theſe by the Charter of 
Foundation, To theſe were added by the Founder 
the Churches of Waltham, Upham, and Baghurſt ; and, 
by the ſame or ſome other benefactor, that of Farle. 
« Licet in iſta carta [Fundationis)] contineantur di- 
& yerſe donationes eccleſiarum fact. domui $** Crucis 
% predicte, nichilominus dicta domus nullas earum 
& habet ſibi appropriatas preter eccleſias de Huſborne, 
«© Whitcherche, Fareham, & Twyford, cum capellis; 
* ſed habet ex eis certas penſiones, ut ſuperius dictum 
« eſt. De eccleſia vero de Wytteneye nichil omnino 
e percipit.“ MS. penes Dom. Epiſc. Wint. fol. 2. 


Biſhop's 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 5; 
Biſhop's Patronage : the greateſt part of 
which, tho granted to the Hoſpital by 
the terms of the Charter of Foundation, 
were, from the firſt, only made ſubject to 
the payment of certain. annual Penſions to 


it; the reſt were appropriated to the Hoſ- 


pital. The Revenues of the Hoſpital ap- 
pear, by an old record of Inquiſition, pro- 


duced in Wykeham's time by the Prior of 


Wincheſter, from the Archives of his Mo- 
naſtery, without date, to have amounted 
to about 2501. per annum: they are ſaid 
by Wykeham in his letters to the Pope, to 
be above 300 l. per annum; and are proved 
by the teſtimony of one who had been lon 
Steward of the Hoſpital, and many others, 
to have been, at that time, above 400 l. per 
annum. The whole Revenues of the Hoſ- 


pital were free from all Taxes both to the 


King and Pope, as being wholly appropri- 
ated to the Poor; except 71. 48. 6d. (called 
elſewhere 81.) per annum, which was 
the valuation of the Prior” 8, Or Maſter 85 
Portion. 

The particular allowances to the Poor, 
with their valuations according to the above- 
mentioned Record of Inquiſition, were as 
follows: Each of the Thirteen ſecular Bre- 


N 


thren 
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thren had daily one loaf of good wheat 
bread, of five marks weight; (or 3 pounds 
4 ounces;) one gallon and half of good 
ſmall Beer; a ſufficient quantity of Pot. 
tage; three meſſes at Dinner, namely, one 

meſs called Mortrell, made of milk and 
Waſtelbred, one meſs of fleſh or fiſh, and 
one pitance as the day ſhould require; and 
one meſs for Supper 3 The whole valued 
at 17 d. q. a week; in Wykeham's time 
at 3 d. a day. On ſix Holidays in the 
year they had white bread and ale in the 
ſame quantities; and one of their meſſes 
was roaſt-meat, or fiſn of a better ſort; 
and on the Eves of thoſe. Holidays, and 
that of the Founder's Obit, - they had 
an extraordinary allowance of four gallons 
of Ale among them. The hundred Poor 
were fed in a place called Hundred⸗ 
menneſhall: each of them had a loaf of 


5 The Gloſſaries give us no very ſatisfactory account of 
theſe words: the meaning of the firſt is better deter- 
mined by the deſcription here given, than from any 
other explication that I can find of it. MWaſtelbred 
was perhaps a better ſort of Bread, ſo called from Wa- 
ell, the Veſſell, or Baſkett, in which it was made, 
or carried, or weig hed; as ſeems probable from the 
following paſſage : *< Od panes in JWaftellis, ponde- 
*« ris cujuslibet Maſtelli unius miche conventualis.“ — 
Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol 177. 


coarſer 
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coarſer bread of 5 marks weight, 3 quarts 
of ſmall beer, a ſufficient quantity of pot- 
tage, or a meſs of pulſe, one herring; or 


two pilchers, or two eggs, or one farthing's 
worth of cheeſe; value 3 d. q. a week: 


of which Hundred Poor were always Thir- 
teen of the poorer ſcholars of the Great 
Grammar School of Wancheſter, ſent by 
the Schoolmaſter. On the Anniverſary of 
the Founder's Obit, Auguſt 9, being the 
Eve of St. Laurence, Three Hundred Poor 
were received at the Hoſpital : to each of 
the firſt hundred were given one loaf and” 
one meſs of the ſame ſort with thoſe of 
the Brethren's ordinary allowance, and 
three quarts of beer ; to the ſecond Hun- 
dred was given the uſual Hundredmen's 
allowance; and to each of the third Hun- 
dred half a loaf of the Brethren's bread. 
On ſix Holidays in the year the Hundred 
men had each a loaf of the better ſort of 
bread, and a double meſs. There were 
beſides, maintained in the Hoſpital, a 
Steward, with his clerk, two ſervants, and 
two horſes; a Porter ; nine ſervants; two 
teams of ſix horſes each, and three Carters. 

The Founder had in the year * 1157, 


* MS. Pepes Dom, Epiſc. Wint. fol, 23. 
conſtituted 
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conſtituted the Maſter and Brethren of the 

Hoſpital of St. John of Jeruſalem Guardiang 
and: Adminiſtrators of his Hoſpital of St. 
Croſs, ſaving to the Biſhop of Wincheſter his 
Canonical Juriſdiction, A diſpute ariſing 
between Richard Toclive Biſhop. of Win, 


cheſter, immediate ſucceſſor to Henry de 


Blois, and the Maſter and Brethren of St. 
John of Jeruſalem, concerning the admi- 
niſtration of the Hoſpital, King Henry the 
Second interpoſed, and by his mediation an 
agreement was made between them. The 
Maſter and Brethren ceded to the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter and his ſucceſſors the Admi- 
niſtration of the Hoſpital, the Biſhop giving 
them the Impropriation of the Churches of 
Mordon and Hanniton for the payment of 
53 marks per annum; and procuring them 
a diſcharge from the penſion of 10 marks, 
two wax candles, and ten pound of wax, 
paid to the Monks of St. Swythun for the 
Houſe of St. Croſs, by 7 compoſition be- 
tween them and the Brethren of St. Croſs, 
made in the time of the Founder: and the 


Biſhop moreover, out of regard to God, and 


for the health of the King's ſoul and his 


MS. penes Dom. Epiſc, Wint. fol. 2. 
I 
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own, (and becauſe the revenues of the Hoſ- 
pital were ſufficient for the maintenance of 
many more poor, and ought not to be con- 
verted to other uſes, as Wykeham repre- 
ſents to the Pope) orders, that beſides the 
number inſtituted by the Founder, one 
Hundred additional poor ſhould alſo be fed 
every day in the ſame manner at the Hoſpi- 
tal. This agreement is dated April the roth 
1185, and was made at Dover in the pre- 
ſence of the King, and atteſted by him, This 
new inſtitution of feeding an Hundred 
additional poor was not of long conti- 
nuance : it had ceaſed long before Wyke- 
ham's time ; and inſtead of it, by what au- 
thority I cannot ſay, was introduced the 
eſtabliſhment of Four Prieſts, Thirteen ſe- 
cular Clerks, and ſeven Choriſters, who 
were maintained in the Hoſpital for the 
performance of divine ſervice in the church. 
The Four Prieſts dined at the Maſter's 
table, and had each a ſtipend of 138. 4 d. 
and the whole allowance to each was va- 
lued at 31. 6s. 8d. per annum: the Thir- 
teen Clerks had each daily a loaf of wheat 
Bread; weight 61 Shillings and 8 pence, 
(i. e. 3 Ib. 1 o:.) three quarts of beer, and 


one meſs of fleſh or fiſh of the Brethren 
WAS 
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was allotted to two of them, value 10d, ig 
a week; the ſeven Choriſters had each one 
loaf of the common family bread, and one 
meſs, or the fragments of the Maſter's table 
and Common Hall, fo as to have a ſuffi- 
cient proviſion, value 5 d. a week; ang were 
taught at ſchool in the Hoſpitall. 
Such was the inſtitution and economy 
of the Hoſpital of St. Croſs ; which had 
hitherto been well obſerved in general, and 
conſtantly maintained with regard to all 
the particulars abovementioned, Wyke- 
ham indeed repreſents to the Pope, that 
ſome of the former Biſhops of Wincheſter 
had preferred to it their nephews and kinſ- 
men, not rightfully as to the Maſterſhip 
of an Hoſpital, but as to an Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefice ; who had converted to other pur- 
poſes the revenues of it aſſigned to theſe 
pious uſes, contrary to the Canons, and to 
the Founder's inſtitution. In this he ſeems 
to have a particular view to John de Edyng- 
don, nephew to the late Biſhop*; who 
had quitted the Maſterſhip ſome time be- 


* Biſhop Edyngton collated his nephew to the Maſ- 
terſhip of St. Croſs Hoſpital, April 18, 1349, © In 
« beneficium perpetuum & non curatum,” Regiſt, 
'Edyngdon, part 1. fol. 45. | 


fore 
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fore Wykeham came to the Biſhoprick, 
By his manner of leaving this office we 
may pretty well judge how he had acted in 
it : he took away and alienated the whole 
ſtock belonging to the Hoſpital ; all the 
cattle, corn, goods, inſtruments, utenſils, 
and moveables whatſoever, either in the 
Houſe itſelf, or upon M cftates. Beſides, 
the neceſſary repairs of dilapidations left 
by him amounted by computation to be- 
tween three and four hundred pounds. 

Wykeham was no ſooner biſhop of 
Wincheſter, than he reſolved to rectify 
theſe abuſes. William de Stowell, Edyng- 
don's ſueceſſor, perhaps foreſeeing the 
ſtorm that was coming on, choſe to make 
his retreat, and procured the Rectory of 
Burghclere in exchange for his Maſterſhip, 
The Biſhop admitted of the exchange ; but 
ordered him immediately upon his reſigna- 
tion to make a full and particular inven- 
tory of all the ſtock and goods belonging 
to the Hoſpital at preſent, with an account 
of the ſtate in which he at firſt received 
them, by way of Indenture between him 
and Richard de Lyntesford his ſucceſſor ; 
to keep one copy of 1t himſelf, to deliver 
another to his ſucceſſor, and a third to him, 

G the 
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the Biſhop, for his better information, when 
he ſhould come thither in perſon. This 
mandate is dated March 23, . 1367, the 
day after Lyntesford's admiſſion: William 
de Stowell immediately obeyed, and ſent 
an inventory. The next ſtep the Biſhop 
took, was to ſend Commiſſaries to the 
Hoſpital, and the ſeral manors and eſtates 
belonging to it, to examine into the ſtate 
of things at the time of the death of Richard 
de Luſteſhull late maſter, and inquire, what 
ſtock and goods his executors delivered to 
his ſucceſſor John de Edyngdon. The Com- 
miſſion is dated April 20, 1368. 
Lyntesford began now to repent of his 
exchange, not finding himſelf likely to 
make the advantages, which he had expect- 
ed from his new preferment. The Biſhop 
had ſequeſtered his goods as a ſecurity for 
the ſtock of the Hoſpital, He took the 
ſame method that his Predeceſlor had done, 
and got an exchange of his Maſterſhip 
with Roger de Cloune for the Rectory of 
Campſall in Yorkſhire. Juſt as this affair 
was brought. to a concluſion, the Biſhop, 
being now fully and regularly inſormed of 
the embezzlements and abuſes committed 
by the ſeveral late Maſters of the Hoſpital, 
ulued 
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iſſued a commiſſion, dated July 30, 1 370, 
to enquire into the particulars and value 
of the true and accuſtomed ſtock and goods 
belonging to it, as they ought to be tranſ- 
mitted from Maſter to Maſter; and to ex- 
amine upon oath all perſons that could 
give information in, this affair, and parti- 
cularly Edyngdon, Stowell, Lyntesford, 
late Maſters, and Cloune the preſent Ma- 
ſter. 

Upon the report of his Commiſſioners, 
the Biſhop ſummoned the four Maſters to 
appear before him at Southwark on the 
22d of October, 1370. He repreſents to- 
them the deſign of the Foundation of the 
Hoſpital ; that the whole revenues of it 
are to be applied to the uſe of the Poor, 
except the Maſter's allowance, taxed at 
71. 48. 6d. and no more; and that the 
Maſter of the Hoſpital is obliged yearly to 
make an inventory, and give an account 
of his adminiſtration to his Dioceſan, ac» 
cording to the Conſtitution ® of Clement 
the Vth, © Quia contingit, &c.” That the 
Maſterſhip 1s not a perpetual Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefice, but a temporal Office requiring 


» Clementin, lib, 3. tit. 11, cap. 2. 


"= con- 
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continual reſidence and perſonal miniſtry. 
That therefore he will proceed againſt them, 
enforce the ſaid conſtitution, and compel all 
and every one of them, to make an inven- 
tory, and give an account of their ad- 
miniſtration, 'They plead, that they are 
not obliged, nor was it ever the cuſtom, fo 
to do. Roger de Cloune's Plea in parti. 
cular is; that the houſe of St. Croſs is a 
perpetual Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, fine-cure, 
free from all obligation of making oath, 
giving any inventory, or rendring any ac- 
count ; that it was principally founded for 
the honour of the worſhip of God, and 
has nothing of the nature or uſe of an 
Hoſpital; the Brethren received into the 
Houſe being weak and infirm in body, but 
no way diſeaſed or infected; ſo not com- 
ing under the deſcription of an Hoſpital, 
according to the terms of Clement's conſti- 
tution; and that the Maſter has the free 
adminiſtration of all the poſſeſſions and 
goods belonging to it, with the burthen 
only of making a certain diſtribution to a 
certain number of poor, both within and 
wathout the houſe, 

Upon this Plea, by the help of all the 
cavils and evaſions, that the forms of — 

cou 
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could ſupply them with, the Maſters con- 
trived to protract the ſuit through a great 
number of hearings for almoſt a year and a 
half; when the Biſhop's Commiſſaries pro- 
ceeded to give ſentence *: that the Maſters 
had not proved their allegations, and ought 
to be compelled by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
to give an account of their adminiſtration. 
Againſt this whole proceeding, before 
ſentence was pronounced, Roger de Cloune 
appealed to the Pope. The Biſhop at the 
ſame time writes to the Pope : repreſent- 
ing to him the whole ſtate of the caſe, and 
that Cloune deſigned by his Appeal to ſet 
on foot an endleſs ſuit, that in the mean 
time he 'might with impunity embezzle and 
convert to his own uſe the goods and re- 
venues of the Hoſpital ; and begs his Ho- 
lineſs to interpoſe, The * Pope, rejecting 
the Appeal of Cloune, takes the cauſe in- 
to his own hands, and conſtitutes the Bi- 
ſhop of London his Delegate and judge in 
it. Before him the Maſters appear by their 
Proctors. Roger de Cloune excepts againſt 
the juriſdiction of the Biſhop of London, 
and the Pope's Bulle, as ſurreptitiouſly ob- 


e Feb. 23, 13723. 
Feb. 25, 13723. 
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tained, and upon an unfair ſtate of the 
caſe, Edyngdon joins in the exception; 
Stowell and Lyntesford, who in the whole 
were much leſs obnoxious, who had be- 
fore ſubmitted themſelves abſolutely to the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter's will and diſpoſal, 
upon oath, and under the penalty each of 
1001. and had made a formal denuncia- 
tion to him of Cloune's illegal practices, 
refuſe to join in it. 

After many hearings, adjournments, al- 
tercations upon the exception, and ſubter- 
fuges of all ſorts, the Biſhop charges the 
preſent Maſter with Dilapidation, Diſſipa- 
tion, and Subſtraction, public and notori- 
ous, of the goods of the Hoſpital; and 
petitions, that they may be ſequeſtered, 
while the cauſe ſhall be depending: the 
ſequeſtration is iſſued, and the Biſhop or- 
ders, that the poor be provided for as uſual. 
He had ſome time before appointed a Coad- 
jutor to Cloune, without whoſe advice and 
conſent he was not to act; and ſtrictly com- 
manded him to abſtain from all ſort of alie- 
nation of the Hoſpital's goods for the future. 
Cloune ſeems to have procured the Maſ- 
terſhip with no other deſign than to enrich 
himſelf with the plunder of the Hoſpital. 

He 
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He knew the hazard he run of being ob- 
liged to refund; but let Law and Juſtice do 
their worſt, he thought he ſhould find his 
account in it in the end. He therefore at firſt 
ſeized upon the whole revenues and ſtock 
of the Hoſpital, as his property; he fold 
the corn and the cattle, and a great quan- 
tity of materials, that had been laid in for 
repairs, and converted the money to his 
own uſe : while the ſuit was depending, 
he had the impudence to pull down the 
larder of the Hoſpital, and to ſell the ma- 
terials, Indeed it was now of no uſe: the 
Great Hall was fallen in; the Hundred . 
Poor were turned away; and the thirteen 
Brethren were forced to quit the Hoſpital, 
and provide for themſelves where they 
could. 

The * Judge proceeds at laſt to the defi- 
nitive ſentence : That the Biſhop hath ſuf- 
ficiently proved his libel againſt the Maſters. 
Roger de Cloune is condemned in coſts of 
ſuit: 50 l. is demanded, as the Biſhop's 
expences, given in upon oath by his Proc- 
tor, which the Judge moderates to 44 1. 
Cloune was willing to try if it was not 


Dec. 5, 1373. | 
Gs ſtill 
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ſtill poſſible to protract the affair, and ap- 
pealed again to the court of Rome: is 
appeal ſeems to have been rejected there: 
for next * year he appears before the Biſhop 
of London, and profeſſing himſelf better 


informed, gives up his cauſe, renounces 
his appeal, and ſubmits to the ſentence ; 
and then obliges himſelf by oath to give an 


inventory, and render an account of his 
adminiſtration annually to the Biſhop of 


Wincheſter, when he ſhall be called upon 


ſo to do. Upon which he is abſolved from 
all ſentences of excommunication pro- 
nounced againſt him for contumacy, and 
injoined for penance, to obſerve his oath of 


obeying the orders of the Church in this 
behalf“. 


It 

jan. 11, 1374 
5 In the Biſhop of Wincheſter's MS. fol. 56, it is 
faid, that Roger de Cloune renounced his appeal, and re- 
linquiſhed the Hoſpital: (“ appellationem ſuam deſeruit, 


„& renuntiavit eidem, ac dictum hoſpitale habuit pro 


% derelifto :”) upon which the Biſhop collated to it 
Nicholas de W ykcham Clerk, who afterward reſigned it. 
Agreeably to which, the Reſignation of the Hoſpital of 
St Croſs by Nicholas de Wykeham is entered in Wyke- 
' ham's Regiſter, under the year 1382; and in this MS. 
fol. 30. But this paſſage of the MS. above cited, is 
corrected in the margin (probably by John de Campe- 
den. the next Maſter of St. Croſs) to the — 
effect: That upon Cloune's relinquiſhing the _ 

66 pita , 
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It ſeems to have been a cuſtom at this 
time, for the Maſter of St. Croſs to conſti- 
tute a Deputy, who preſided at the Hoſ- 
pital for him: ſuch was one William de 
Caſtleford, Rector of St. Pancras Wincheſ- 
ter, who was Cloune's agent and miniſter 
in all his iniquities there. He had been ſo 
deeply engaged in this affair, that he 
thought it proper to abſent himſelf upon 
the occaſion, The Biſhop, as he could 


« pital, the Biſhop kept it in his own hands, and un- 
« der his own government, for nine years, two weeks, 
„ and five days. And whereas Nicholas de Wyke- 
% ham was by ſome reputed to have been collated to 
the ſaid Hoſpital, when in reality he never had been 
&« fo collated; on this account the Biſhop cauſed him 
« to renounce all right and title which he might ſeem to 
have had to the ſaid Hoſpital.” From which I collect, 
that the Biſhop found it neceſfary to keep the Maſter- 
ſhip, by a kind of Sequeſtration, in his own hands, 
Cloune ſtill continuing in legal poſſeſſion of it, in order 
to recover the Hoſpital, its buildings, eſtates, and re- 
venues, out of that ſtate of ruin and diſſipation, to 
which the preſent and late Maſters had reduced it; and 
that he employed his kinſman Nicholas de Wyke- 
ham, a perſon of approved diligence, abilities, and in- 
tegrity, in the whole management of this difficult buſi- 
neſs. He afterwards, upon the death of Cloune, (which 
happened on the 8th of September, 1 382, MS. Harleian. 
Ne. 1616. p. 95.) conferred the Maſterſhip on John 
de Campeden, one in whom he had likewiſe the greateſt 
confidence ; having for many years had experience of 
his fidelity in affairs of importance. | 


7 not 
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not reach him otherwiſe, proceeded againſt 
him, and excommunicated him, for non. 
reſidence. 

Tis not to be doubted, but that ti 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, after having pur. 
ſued this affair ſo earneſtly for above fix 
years, and having at laſt overcome all ob- 
ſtructions, called the delinquents to a ſe- 
vere account, and perfectly reinſtated the 
Hoſpital in all its rights, and re-eſtabliſhed 
its primitive uſe and inſtitution. While 
the diſpute was depending, he recovered 
for the Hoſpital many original charters, 
bulles, and inſtruments; which had been 
ſuffered to remain in the hands of the Hoſ- 
pitallers of St. John of Jeruſalem. He took 
care ever after to inſert in the act of 
collation of the Maſterſhip of this and all 
other Hoſpitals the Maſter's obligation to 
obey the conſtitution of Clement the Vth. 
In a word, he ſo far reſtored this charity 
to its original deſign, and left it under 
ſuch due regulation, that his immediate 
ſucceſſor Beaufort, having reſolved to diſ- 
poſe of ſome part of his great wealth to 


7 MS. penes Dom. Epiſc. Wint. fol. 120. & Ms. 
Harleian, Ne 1616, p. 4. 


Regiſt. Wykeham, part 1. paſſim. N 
E 
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the like purpoſes, choſe rather to make an 
inlargement of this inſtitution, than to 
erect a new one of his own, He? made 
a very great additional endowment of the 
Hoſpital of St. Croſs, for the maintenance 
of two Prieſts, thirty-five Brethren, and 
three Siſters, beſide thoſe of the antient 
foundation. He gave his new eſtabliſh- 
ment the name of * The Alms-houſe of 
Noble Poverty ; by which it appears that 
he deſigned it for the relief of decayed 
Gentlemen. The Hoſpital, tho' much di- 
miniſhed in its revenues, by what means 
I cannot ſay, yet ſtill ſubſiſts upon the re- 
mains of both endowments. 

The Biſhop was warned by the great 
abuſes which he had ſeen at St. Croſs, to 
keep a more watchful eye upon other cha- 
rities of the ſame nature. While he had 


9 Henry the VIth, in conſideration of the ſum of 
13350 marks paid to him by Cardinal Beaufort, granted 
to him ſeveral manors, &c. of the yearly value of 5o0l. 
with licence to aſſign them to the Maſter and Brethren 
of St. Croſs. With theſe the Cardinal endowed the 
Hoſpital in the year 1444, adding to them the impro- 
priations of Crundale, and ſeveral other Churches of 
his Dioceſe and patronage. Mon. Ang. Vol. 2. p. 480. 
Leger-book of the Ch. of Wincheſter, No 1. fol. 66. 

: © Domus Elemoſinaria Nobilis Paupertatis.” Le- 
ger-Book of the Church of Wincheſter, N 1, fol. 66. 


that 
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that affair upon his hands, he held a vi- 
ſitation of the Hoſpital of St. Thomas 
Southwerk; ſtill proceeding upon the con- 
ſtitution of Clement the Vth. Afterward 
he viſited 7 the Hoſpital of Sandon in the 
county of Surry. Whatever irregularities 
he might find there, he met with no re- 
ſiſtance to his authority. 

At the ſame time that Wykeham was 
thus engaged in the reformation of theſe 
charitable inſtitutions, he was forming the 
plan of a much more noble and extenſive 
foundation of his own, and taking, his 
meaſures for putting it in execution. He 
had long reſolved to diſpoſe of the wealth, 
which the Divine Providence had fo abun- 
dantly beſtowed upon him, to ſome cha- 
ritable uſe and for the public good ; but 
was greatly embarraſſed when he came 
to fix his choice upon ſome deſign, that 
was like to prove moſt beneficial, and leaſt 
liable to abuſe, He tells us * himſelf, that 
upon this occaſion he diligently examined 
and conſidered the various rules of the 


* Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. a. fol. 62, dated Jas. 
11, 1771-2, 

7 Ibid. fol. 116. dated Nov. 2, 1374. 

Statut. Coll. Oxon. & Wint. 


reli- 
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religious orders, and compared with them 
the lives of their ſeveral profeſſors; but 
was obliged with grief to declare, that 
he could not any where find that the or- 
dinances of their Founders, according to 
their true deſign and intention, were at 
preſent obſerved by any of them. This 
reflection affected him greatly, and inclined 
him to take the reſolution of diſtributing his 
riches to the poor with his own hands, ra- 
ther than employ them in eſtabliſhing an 
inſtitution, which might become a ſnare and 
an occaſion of guilt to thoſe, for whoſe be- 
nefit it ſhould be deſigned. After much 
deliberation, and devout invocation of the 
Divine aſſiſtance, conſidering how greatly 
the number of the Clergy had been of late 
reduced by continual wars and frequent 
peſtilences ?, he determined at laſt to en- 
deavour to remedy, as far as he was able, 


this 


9 The great plague, which raged in England for 
five months only in the beginning of the year 1349, is 
laid by the hiſtorians to have ſwept away almoſt one 
half of the people, and nine parts out of ten of the 
Clergy. It carried off whole families together, and 
left none remaining, In the Hoſpital of Sandon in the 
county of Surry, the Maſter and Brethren, every one 
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this deſolation of the Church, by relieving 
poor ſcholars in their clerical education; 
and to eſtabliſn two Colleges of Students, 
for the honour of God and increaſe of 


of them, died of It. Regiſt. Edyngdon, part 1. fol. 49; 
The pariſh Churches were for the moſt part deſerted, 
and left without divine ſervice: ut Oxford the ſchools 
were ſhut, and the ſcholars diſperſed themſelves or died, 
Afterward, out of mere neceſſity, great numbers of il- 
Iiterate laymen, who had loſt their wives in the plague, 
though they could hardly read, much leſs underſtand, 
the common ſervice, were admitted into Holy Orders, 
In 1361, there was another called the ſecond or Leſſer 
Plague, which ſwept away great numbers of the com- 
mon people, many of the Nobility, and ſeven of the 
Biſhops. Knyghton, Walſingham, Harding's Chro- 
nicle, Harpsfield, Parker, Ant. Wood, There was a 
third Plague in the year 1368, See Wilkins, Conc, 
Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 74. Hollinſhed ſays there was 
another in the year 1370, particularly at Oxford, The 
Monk of Eveſham, in the Life of Rich. II. (publiſhed 
by Hearn) ſays there was another in the years 1381 
and 1382, which he calls the Fifth Plague. The 
Parliament of 1376, in their remarkable petition 
againſt the oppreſſions of the Pope, repreſented to 
the King, * That ſince the good antient cuſtoms of 
« Piety and Charity had been perverted, and Covetouſ- 
© neſs and Simony increaſed, the kingdom had been 
© full of adverſities, as Wars, Peſtilence, Famine, Mu- 
* rain, whereby it was ſo much deſtroyed, that there 
© was not the third part of the people left.” See 
Brady's Appendix to Hiſt. of Eng. Vol. II. No 100, 
Archbiſhop Iſlip gives the ſame reaſons for his founding 
Canterbury Hall in Oxford. See his Statutes in Wil- 
kins's Conc, Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 52. 


. 
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his worſhip, for the ſupport and exalta- 
tion of the Chriſtian Faith, and for the 
improvement of the liberal arts and ſei- 
ences; hoping and truſting, that men of 
letters and various knowledge, and bred 
up in the fear of God, would ſee more 
clearly, and attend more, ſtrictly to the ob- 
ligation lying upon them to obſerve the 
rules and directions, which he ſhould give 
them. Wykeham ſeems to have come 
to this reſolution, and in ſome meaſure to 
have formed in his mind his general Plan, 
as early as his becoming Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter: for we find *, that in little more 
than two years after, he had made pur- 
chaſes of ſeveral parcels of ground in the 
city of Oxford, which make the chief part 
of the ſite of his College there. His Col- 
lege of Wincheſter, intended as a nurſery 
for that of Oxford, was part of his origi- 
nal plan: for as early as the year 1373. 
before he proceeded any farther in his de- 
ſign for the latter, he eſtabliſned a ſchool 
at Wincheſter, of the ſame kind with the 
former, and for the ſame purpoſe. He 


Ant. Wood. Hiſt. Univ. Oxon. lib. 2. p. 128. 


where he gives a minute and particular account of theſe 
purchaſes. 


agreed 
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agreed * with Richard de Herton, that for 
ten years, beginning from Michaelmaſs of 
the year above- mentioned, he ſhould di- 
ligently inſtru in Grammatical Learning 
as many poor ſcholars as the Biſhop ſhould 
ſend to him, and no others without his 
leave ; that the Biſhop ſhould provide and 
allow him a proper aſſiſtant; and that 
Herton, in caſe of his own illneſs, or ne- 
ceſſary abſence, ſhould ſuſtitute a proper 
Maſter to ſupply his place. 

 Wykeham's munificence proceeded al- 
ways from a conſtant generous principle, 
a true ſpirit of liberality. It was not ow- 
ing to a caſual impulſe, or a ſudden emo- 
tion, but was the effect of mature delibe- 
zation and prudent choice. His enjoyment 
of riches conſiſted in employing them in 
acts of beneficence ; and while they were 
increaſing upon him, he was continually 
deviſing proper means of diſpoſing of them 
for the good of the public : not delaying 
it till the time of his death, when he could 
keep them no longer; nor leaving to the 
care of others what he could better exe- 
cute himſelf; but forming his good de- 


* See Appendix, Ne VII. 
ſigns 
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ſigns early, and as ſoon as he had the abi- 
lity, putting them in execution, that he 
might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 
beneficial effects of them; and that by 
conſtant obſervation and due experience 
he might from time to time improve and 
perfect them, ſo as to render them yet 
more beneficial. 
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SECTION IV, 
His troubles in the laſt year of Edward Ill. 


HILE Wykeham was purſuing 
'Y theſe generous deſigns, and was 
now prepared to carry them into execu- 
tion, he was on a ſudden attacked by « 
party formed againſt him at court, in ſuch 
a manner, as not only obliged him to lay 
them aſide for the preſent, but might have 
reduced him to an inability of ever re- 
ſuming them. The accounts which are 


given 


given us of this whole affair 
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by later writers, 
are either ſo falſe, ſo imperfe&, or ſo con- 
fuſed, both as to matters of fact and their 
cauſes, that in order to clear it up, it will 
be neceſſary, wholly diſregarding whatever 
they have advanced without ſufficient proof, 
to lay together all the circumſtances re- 
lating to it, of which there remains any un- 
doubted teſtimony, 

Upon the return of the Prince of 
Wales to England, on account of his de- 
clining ſtate of health, in the year 1471, 
the Duke of Lancaſter was ſent into Aqui» 
taine, and had the chief management of 
the war in France committed to him ; 
which detained him there, for the moſt 
part, till the middle of the year 13743 
when a truce being made, which was af- 
terward prolonged from time to time, he 
returned, and took up his reſidence at the 
court of England. The King was now de- 
clining, and the Prince of Wales's caſe deſ- 
perate : the Duke therefore, being the next 
ſurviving ſon of the King, looked upon 
himſelf as the perſon to whom the ſole 
management of affairs in the preſent ſitua- 


T. Walſingham. Collins's Life of the Black Prince. | 
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tion of right belonged. However, he ſeems 
not to have had influence enough with the 
King his father to gain his point, without 
the aſſiſtance of Alice Perrers, who now 
for ſome years had been conſidered as'the 
King's Miſtreſs, and had certainly gotten 
a very great aſcendant over him. Taking 
this Lady into his party, and making uſe 

of her power, he * in effect got into his own 
hands the adminiſtration of all affairs: he 
aſſumed to himſelf a very extraordinary de- 
gree of authority, and abuſed it to many 
ill purpoſes. Tis certain, that both from 
his known ambitious temper, and his be- 
haviour on this occaſion, the whole na- 
tion ſuſpected, that he carried his views far- 
ther than the preſent power, of which he 
had poſſeſſed himſelf ; and had formed a 
deſign of ſetting aſide his young nephew, 
and ſeizing the Crown, when the oppor- 
tunity 


* Walſingham, Parker, &c. 
3 The Duke of Lancaſter himſelf complained, in 
the firſt Parliament of Richard II. that the Commons had 
; ſpread ſuch reports of him, as, if true, amounted to 
open treaſon; “ & que teilles paroles avoient longe- 
ment volez parmi le Royaume fauxement.” Rot, Parl. 


1 R. 2 Tit. 14. The ſame opinion of the Duke of 


Lancaſter's deſigns ſeems to have prevailed likewiſe in 
France. See Monach. Eveſham. in Vita Rich. II. Edit. 
Hearn. p.3. In MS. Harleian, No 6217, it is ſaid, * — 
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tunity ſhould offer, which now ſeemed near 
at hand, Wl da? 
The Prince of Wales, who knew per- 
fectly well his brother's ambition, and could 
not but obſerve the advances which he 
made, was alarmed with apprehenſions of 
the danger which threatened his ſon, He 
reſolved therefore to uſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours to obſtruct the Duke of Lancaſter's 
deſigns, to break the party which he had 
formed at court, and to get all that be- 
longed to it removed from the King's 
perſon. The Parliament, which after two 
years intermiſſion met in the latter end 
of April 1376, gave him a proper oppor- 
tunity of effecting all that he propoſed. 


Duke of Lancaſter propoſed to the Parlament (51. Ed. 2.) 
to deliberate, who ought to ſucceed to the Crown after 
the late Prince of Wales's ſon; and that they ſhould 
make a law, that no woman ſhould be heir to the 
kingdom: (ſee alſo Parker. Antiq. Brit. Eccl, an. 1376.) 
« For he conſydered the old age of the kynge, — 
« and the youth of the princes ſonne ; whom, as it 
% was ſayed, he purpoſed to poyſen, yf he coulde no 
e otherwyſe come by the kyngdome.” Chap. 8. Such 
accuſations are commonly thrown out, and the pub- 
lic are but too ready to admit the truth of them, on 
the like occaſions, However, theſe teſtimonies ſuffi» 
ciently prove, all that is intended to be proved by 
them; that the nation in general had conceived violent 
ſuſpicions of the Duke of Lancaſter's Ill deſigns in re- 
gard to the Succeſſion, 
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As * ſoon as the Parliament was opened, 
the Commons, having held a conference 
with the Lords, renewed for three years 
longer the ſubſidies granted in the laſt Par- 
lament, which were now near tne term of 
their expiration ; but defired to be excuſed 
making any farther grant, on account of 
the diſtreſſes of the times, unleſs any ex- 
traordinary caſe ſhould happen, in which 
they would aid the King to the utmoſt of 
their ability. They then petition him, 
that he would be pleaſed to augment his 
Council to the number of ten or twelve of 
the chief Lords and Prelates, who ſhould 
be continually near his perſon, ſo that, 
without the advice and conſent of ſix, or 
at leaſt four of them, no buſineſs ſhould 
be concluded. To this requeſt, under ſome 
reſtrictions, the King gave his aſſent : nine 
Lords and Prelates were appointed * ; of 

which 


+ Rot, Parl. 50. Ed. III. 

5 In MS, Harleian. Ne 247, fol. 143. is a fragment of 
ſome hiſtorical notes, the hand and age uncertain, per- 
haps about 200 years old, After having mentioned 
the complaints in Parliament againſt Lord Latimer, 
Alice Perrers, &c. the author proceeds, as follows: 
« Anno 1376.-——Divers of the nobilitie went to the 
„King to perſwade hym to remove them from his 
&« councell ; which was done ac[cordingly,] and newe 
« counſellers appointed: who were the — of 
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which number was the Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter: the three great officers of ſtate added, 
I ſuppoſe, to theſe, as uſual, formed the 
council of twelve, of which hiſtorians 
The Commons moreover, making pro- 
teſtations of their due allegiance to the 
King, declared, that if he had had faith- 
ful Counſellors and Officers, he could not 
but have been exceeding rich in treaſure, 
and would have been under no neceſſity of 
charging his people with ſubſidies; conſi- 
dering the great ſums of money, that had 


been 
« Canterberye, the byſhopps of Londone and Wyn* 
« cheſter, the earls of Arundell, Marche, and gf. 
&« forde, and the lordes Percye, Brian, and Beauchampe. 
« Who having auctorytie by the — put out of the 
« councell the lorde Latimer, Johne lorde Nevill, Sir 
« Richarde Stafforde, and dame Alice Perers, taking 
« an othe of the _ that he ſholde never more 
e reſceive them into] his companye.“ This is 
of importance, as it ſtrongly confirms the account, which 
I had before given, of the political cauſe of the perſe- 
cution raiſed againſt the Biſhop, of Wincheſter by the 
Duke of Lancaſter. That this writer had good autho- 
rity for the liſt which he gives of the Council ap- 
pointed by petition of Parliament, cannot well be doubt- 
ed. It appears alſo from hence, that Lord Percy, during 
this Parliament, was one of the Duke of Lancaſter's op- 
poſers : he was ſoon after gained over to his intereſt ; 
probably by means of the ſtaff of marſhal of England 
conferred upon him, This conjecture likewiſe I ſince 
find fully confirmed by MS. Harleian, Ne 6217. The 

Ha4- 


4 author 


. 


4 


104; THE L/IF)'E\ OE 

been brought into the kingdom, by the 
ranſoms of the Kings of France and Scots: 
land, and of other priſoners and coun- 
tries. They demand therefore, that the 
frauds and extortions of certain private 
perſons about the King, and others of 
their confederacy, may be ſtrictly inquired 
into: of which they make a particular de- 
claration under three heads, Firſt, of ſuch 
private perſons about the King, and their 
confederates, as procured ſtaple-ware and 


thor ſays, That the lorde Percye was one on the 
„ knyghtes parte. and at the fyrſte had a burnyn 
2 5 to apprehend the traytours of the realme; an 
* and I wolde to God he had contynued in the ſayme 
« unto the end.” Chap. 4. And after having told, 
* how the earle of Marſhe ſhunned the craftye- de- 
« ceites of the Duke of Lancaſter,” by giving up his 
marſhalſhip ; he adds, The Duke, rejoſynge that he 
« myght with ſome honour rewarde Syr Henrye Percye, 
«« preſently gave unto hym the rodd, and maid hym 
« marſhall of England; and by this meanes yt ys 
«« playne, that the ſayed Syr Henrye Percye haith alwayes 
« joyned faſt to the Duke, and hys councells ; where- 
5 for notwithſtandynge, he hath a longe tyme incurred 
« as great hatred of the whoale comunaltye, as he 
„ hath gotten favour and love of the Duke, and that 
** whiche he beleaved was an ineſtimable profett and 
* commodytye and ſholde be an infynyte glorye he 
«« perceaved to be the begynnynge of all myſcheyfe & 
«« evill againſt hym, and ——— to brynge hym perpe- 
e tual ignomynye ; for he loſt, as ys ſayed, hys con- 
* ſcyence and hys good name with the people of the 
5+ whoale realme.“ Chap. 16. 
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bullion to be conveyed to other places than 
Calais, for their own profit, and to the 
great detriment of the King and Kingdom. 
Secondly, of ſuch as by conſent and con- 
trivance of the ſaid perſons about the King, 
made agreement for divers ſums of money 
for the King's uſe upon uſury, making 
him pay much higher intereſt than they 
bargained for. Thirdly, of ſuch as in con- 
federacy with the ſame perſons, bargained 
with the King's creditors for the tenth, 
twentieth, or , hundredth penny, and then 
procured the King to pay the whole debt, 
for their own profit, and to the defraud- 
ing both of the King and of his creditors, 
Upon theſe and ſome other articles many 
perſons were impeached and convicted: 
the principal of whom were the Lord La- 
timer, then Lord Chamberlain, who had 
the greateſt ſhare of the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter's friendſhip and confidence, and Alice 
Perrers. Latimer was impriſoned and 
fined, and rendered incapable of bearing 
any office under the King. Alice Perrers 
was baniſhed from Court, and an ordi- 
nance made with particular reſpect to her, 


6 Parker. 


That 
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That no woman, eſpecially Alice Perrers 
ſhould: ſollicite or proſecute any bufinels in 
the King's Courts by way of maintenance, 
on pain of forfeiture and baniſhment out 
of the kingdom. And Hiſtorians ' affirm, 
that the Duke of Lancaſter himſelf was 
with the reſt removed from about the 
King's perſon, in conſequence of theſe re- 
monſtrances of Parliament; which were 
very well underſtood to be aimed at him, 
as they included his chief friends and de- 
pendents; though out of regard to his high 
quality, or dread of his power, no one 
ventured perſonally to attack him, or ex- 
preſsly to mention his name upon the oc- 
caſion. 

The whole management and ** 
of this proſecution was undertaken, in the 
haouſe of Commons, by Sir Peter de la Mare; 
and it was carried on by him, not only 
with great ſpirit and zeal, but with ſingu- 
lar abilities and eloquence. He was 2 
Knight of Herefordſhire, and was Steward 
to Edmund Mortimer Earl of March. The 
Earl of March had married Philippa, only 


7 Walfingham, &c. * Stow, MS. Harleian, 
Ne 6217. Chap. 16. 
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child of Lionel Duke of Clarence, the 
Duke of Lancaſter's elder brother; and 
conſequently his wife Philippa, or after 
her his eldeſt ſon by her, was indiſputably 
next heir to the Crown after young Richard, 
His ſituation therefore in the preſent junc- 
ture was nearly the ſame with that of the 
Prince of Wales, and he was proportionably 
concerned to ſecure the rights of his own 
family againſt the ſuſpected deſigns of the 
Duke of Lancaſter. So that the chief end 
and principal aim of this proſecution, tho 
not expreſsly declared in Parliament, yet 
could not but be ſufficiently underſtood by 
the whole nation, from its being favoured 
by the Prince of Wales and his friends, and 
its being moved and conducted by a friend 
and dependent of the Earl of March. And 
the cauſe was ſo popular, and the ſeverity, 
which the Parliament exerciſed againſt all of 
the Duke of Lancaſter's party, ſo agreeable 
to the ſenſe of the whole nation, that this 
Parliament was afterward diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of the Good Parliament. 

On the 8th of June, before the Parlia- 
ment had finiſhed its ſeſſion, died the Prince 


9 Walſingham. : 
of 
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of Wales; one of the greateſt heroes, and 


the moſt truly deſerving of that name, that 
ever this, or any other nation produced; 
and what is more, the beſt and moſt ami» 
able of men. He had always had a great 
regard for the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who. 
was zealouſly attached to his ſervice : and he 
now gave him an indubitable teſtimony of 
his eſteem and affection, by appointing him 
one of the executors of his Will. The Bi- 
ſhop received ſome years afterwards the 
ſame mark of confidence from his worthy. 
conſort the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, with 
particular expreſſions of the friendſhip and, 
affectionate regard, which ſhe bore towards 
him.. The Prince of Wales's will was ſigned 


* « Nec non revolventes oculos mentis noſtræ 
ce ad magnum locum quem [idem Epiſcopus Wynton.] 
«« przfato Domino & Patri noſtro in ſuis agendis di- 
% verſimode tenuit, & ad ſpecialem affectionem & ſin- 
« ceram dilectionem, quas idem pater noſter erga præ- 
« fatum Epiſcopum geſſit & habuit, dum ageret in 
% hnmanis.“ . Clauſe in the pardon granted to 
be vos by Richard II. Rymer, Fad. Vol. jth. 
p. 163. 

2 Regiſt. Sudbury. Fol. 91. | 

3 Regiſt. Courtney. Fol. 214. —— *© Venerabiles in 
« Chriſto patres & Amicos meos cariſſimos dominos 
0 Robertum Conſanguineum meum Dei gratia London. 
„& Wilhelmum eadem gratia Wynton, Epiſc. &c.“ 
Dated Aug. 7th, 1385. 


only 
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only the day before he died ; from which 
circumſtance we may conclude, that tho' 
the Prince had been long ſenſible that he 
was drawing near his end, yet he was not 
altogether in a dying condition, nor fo far 
diſabled, but that he could attend to the 
motions and proceeding of the Parliament, 
who in their oppoſition to the Duke of 
Lancaſter and his party acted all along * 

in 


+ Walſingham. An Author, who 1 wrote 
before Walſingham, ſays likewiſe the ſame thing. He 
gives the following account of the tranſactions of this 
Parliament. In principio ſenſis Mali fecit Rex Ed- 
++ wardus maximum Parliamentum apùd Weſtmonaſt. 
celebrari, in quo more ſolito a communitate quod- 
dam ſubſidium petit ſibi concedi pro defenſione ſui 
& regni. Et communitas reſpondit, cotidie eos fore 
** talibus exaCtionibus aggravatos, nec tale onus diu 
« poſſe ferre dicebant. Nam liquide eis conſtabat 
regem pro defenſione regni & ſui ſufficienter habere, 
'* fi regnum foret bene & fideliter gubernatum. Sed 
* quamdiu tale regimen per malos officiarios in regno 
e haberetur, nequaquam copia rerum aut divitiis poſ- 
% ſit habundare. Hæc itaque & alia fe offerebant cer- 
* tiſime probaturos. Et fi poſt probationem hujuſ- 
modi repertum eſſet Regem ulterius indigere, ipſum 
* libenter juxta eorum facultates juvarent. Poſtea 
< vero publicata fuerunt multa mala de Duce Lan- 
e caliriz & de diverſis aliis officiariis regi jugiter aſ- 
« ſiſtentibus, & potiſſime de Domino de Latymer ip- 
ſius Camerario, ſuper peſſima gubernatione regis & 
regni. Tandem de quadam Alicia Peres inibi mul- 
** tum tractabatur ſuper ejus maleficiis quz per _ 
cc 
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in conjunction with him, and were ſup 
ported by his credit and authority. The 
the Prince lived not to ſee the concluſio 
of the Parliament, yet his friends ſuffici- 
ently ſecured for him the point, which he 
had principally aimed at: for upon his 
| death 


«« &<jus fautores ubique in regno fiebant. Rex enim 
« eam per multa tempora tenuerat concubinam, unde 
liberius potuiſſet, feminea fragilitate penſata, ad tam 
inania & nepharia declinare. Idcirco omnes tales 
regni communitas petiit amoveri, & viros nobiles.a 

probatos ſapientes & valentes loco eorum — 
ſubrogari. Erat namque inter illos de communitate 
4 quidam miles ſapiens verax & facundus namine Pe- 
ce trus Delamare, in cujus ore omnium pendebat ſen- 
«© tentia : hic vero quia contra dictam Aliciam & quoſ- 
« dam alios de conſilio Regis quædam enormia veraci- 
« ter in publicum deduxiſſet, multum confidens in 
hac materia de ſupportatione & favore Domini Prin- 
&« cipis: ſed eo cito poſt mortuo ad inſtantiam præfate 
„ mulieris apud Nottingham perpetuo carceri adjudica- 
* tur.” Chronicon Angliæ ad Hen, IV. MS. Lambeth, 
Ne 340. * And that tyme (fays another antient writer) 
« the comyns had . a wurthy Knight and a wik 
« clepid Sir Peris Dalamare Speker of the Parlement for 
« the comyns, which Pens told and publiſhid the trouth 
aud reherſed many wronges ageynes the forſaid Alice 
„ and othir certeyne perſones of the Kingis counſail as he 
Vas bedden by the comyns. And he ſuppoſid to have 
* ben mayntened by the Prince.“ Chronicle of England, 
to Hen. VI. MS. Lambeth, No 6. I he Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter's friends repreſent to him, what helpes theKnyghies 
e have to underſhore them; forthey have the favour and 
love of the lordes, and ſpecially of the lorde Edwarde 
60 prince 
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death the Commons immediately petitioned 
the King, that Richard of Bourdeaux, his 
ſon, might be brought into Parliament, that 
they might ſee and honour him as heir ap- 
parent of the Kingdom ; and they farther 
petitioned, together, with the Lords, that 
he might, be declared Prince of Wales: 
with both. which requeſts the King very 
readily complied. 1 1 

The Parliament was no ſooner diſmiſ- 
ſed in the beginning of July, than all their 
vigorous proceedings and decrees againſt 
the delinquents fell to the ground, for 
want of that authority to ſupport them, by 
which they had been hitherto carried-on. 
The Duke of Lancaſter, now no longer 
reſtrained by reſpe& of the great Prince 
of Wales, or of the Parliament, returned 
immediately to court, and reaſſumed the 
adminiſtration of affairs: and with him 
returned the Lord Latimer, Alice Perrers, 


prince your brother, who gyveth them hys counſayle 
« and aide effectuallye.“ MS. Harleian, Nꝰ 6217. 


Chap. 1. The ſame author ſays afterwards, ** that the 


« Duke, fearynge the majeſtye of the Prince, whom he 
% knew to favour the people and knyghtes, with judi- 
* ciall ſentence depryved the lorde Latymer of hys 
office.“ Chap. 5, 

3 Rot, Parl. 50. Ed. 3. tit. 40. 

* Walſingham, &c. MS, Harleian. Ne 6217. 
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and the reſt, that had been for ever 1 


from the King's preſence. They in a man. 
ner took poſſeſſion again of the King, who 
lay at Eltham, oppreſſed at once with age, 
grief, and ſickneſs, and utterly unable to 
withſtand their importunity. They pro- 


cured the council of twelve, which Had 
been appointed by petition of the Com- 
mons in parliament, to be diſcharged. In 
a word, they ſaw themſelves in a condition, 
not only to maintain their ground, but 
to wreak their vengeance on their enemies. 
They began with Sir Peter de la Mare, who 
had been the firſt mover and chief conductor 
of the petition and proceedings agamiſt 
them in the late * and by an ex- 
traordinary act of power got him com- 
mitted priſoner to the caſtle of Notting- 
ham. His patron the Earl of March was 
conſidered as the real author and pro- 
moter of every thing that he had done, 


7 « Whom” (ſays the author of MS. Harleiau. Ne 


6217, Chap. 14.) “ without any anſweare againſt all 
« juſtyce they ſent to the caſtle of Newercke, there to 
be comytted to pryſon: and there were that ſayed, 
* that the Duke gave commaundment to behead hym in 
* the next wood; and ſo he ſholde have bene, had not 
« Syr Henrye Percye perſuaded the Duke to the con- 
« trarye.” 


and 
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and ſoon received'an'intimation» of the diſ. 
pleaſure that was conceived againſt.” him. 
Orders were ſent to him by the Duke of 
Lancaſter, in tlie King's name, to go and 
ſurvey the Caſtle, Town, and Marches of 
Calais. He ſaw that this commiſſion was 
deſigned only to remove him out of the 
way; and perhaps to bring him into dif- 
ficulties, of which advantage might be taken 
againſt him: he therefore declined the of- 
fice, at the ſame time reſigning his Staff 
of Marſhal of England; which the Duke 
immediately conferred upon the Lord Percy. 
The Biſhop of Wincheſter was another 
principal object of their reſentment. Tia 
not to be doubted, but that upon this ſig 
nal occaſion he had ſtedfaſtly adhered to 
the intereſt of his great friend and patron 
the Prince of Wales; and at the ſame time 
to the intereſts of the King, his kind maſ- 
ter and generous: benefactor; and to the 
intereſts of the public ; which were indeed 
all equally concerned in the ſecurity of the 
lineal ſucceſſion : and moſt probably he had 
acted with ſo open and unreſerved a zeal 
in this juſt and important cauſe, as could 


Stow. MS, Harleian. Ne 6217. Chap. 16. 
I not 
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not but give offence to the Duke of Lan- 
caſter. The Duke was, in effect, moſt | 
highly incenſed againſt hum, and determined 
to make him feel the whole werght of his 
reſentment, and the full force of his power, 
However, he could not attempt to opprels 
a Prelate in an arbitrary way, and without 
any colour of law, as he had acted with re- 
gard to Sir Peter de la Mare: he therefore 
procured articles of accuſation to be brought 
againſt the Biſhop, by * certain perſons 
whoſe names are not tranſmitted down to 
us, for divers crimes committed by him 
during his adminiſtration of affairs : theſe 
were exhibited againſt him about the be. 
ginning of the next Michaelmas term; and 
are in ſubſtance as follows. | 

1. That after the peace was made with 
France, the Biſhop of Wincheſter had the 
difpoſal and management of all the King's 
revenues, both at home and beyond ſea, 
with all the ſubſidies granted by Parlia- 
ment, and the ſums received for the ran- 
ſoms of the King of France, of the country 
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C Cum Epiſcop. Wynton. ex informatione 
guorundam impoſiti fuiſſent articuli ſubſequentes. 
Rymer, Fad. Vol. 7th. p. 163 & 168, 

* Ibid. p. 132, 148, 163, 168 

8s Ibid. p. 163, &c. 
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of Burgundy, and of the King of Scotland : 
which receipts, reckoning for eight years, 
during the whole time that Simon Lang- 
ham late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
John Barnet Biſhop o Ely, were treaſurers 
of England, (namely, from the 26th day 
of November 1361, to the year 1369) 
amount to 1,109,600 1, ſterling ; beſides 
100,000 francs received from Galeazzo 
Duke of Milan, and all the King's goods; 
which for the moſt part have not been 
applied to the rm of the King and King- 
dom. And when the peace had laſted ten 
years, and the ſecond war began, the King's 
treaſury was found almoſt empty, and the 
King in great ſtreights was forced to bur- 
then his ſubjects with ſubſidies and loans: 
and all this was owing to the bad manage- 
ment of the ſaid Biſhop. 

2, That the ſaid Biſhop, without regard 
to God, or equity, or the laws of the 
realm, cauſed Matthew de Gourney, Tho- 
mas Fog, John Seyntlowe, Degory Lees, 
Robert D'Eues, and many others, who in 
the King's wars had behaved well againſt 
the enemy, to be fined and ranſomed, to 
the ineſtimable damage of the King and 
Kingdom, in that all the ſoldiers, when 

1 2 they 
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they heard of this miſpriſion, entered into 
companies, and made war in Franc, 
which occaſioned the renewing of the war, 
and other bad conſequences. - 

3. That the ſaid Biſhop being Keeper of 


the Privy Seal, Chief of the Privy Council, 


and Governor of the Great Council, cauſed 
the hoſtages of the King of France, and 
particularly the Dukes of Orleans, Berry, 
Anjou, and Bourbon, and many othery, 
to be releaſed and ſet at liberty, for his 
own profit; tho' the late Prince of Wales 
had often written, both to the King and 
to the ſaid Biſhop, to have them kept care · 
fully and ſecurely ; which if it had been 
done, the war would not have happened, 

4. That when the Governors of Pon- 
chien had given timely notice of the ne- 
ceſſity of ſending ſuccours into that coun- 
try to prevent the loſs of it, the ſaid Biſhop 
put off the meſſengers with words, and 
took no care about it; ſo that by his ne- 
gligence, in not ordering a proper remedy, 
that country was loſt. 

5. That in the year 1369, John the fon 
of John Boulewas, having been guilty of 
acquiring lands without licence, was fined 
in 1001, to the King for his pardon : and 

the 
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the ſaid Biſhop cauſed the fine to be leſſened 
by 201. as appears by the memorandum of 
its enrollment, 

6. That it having appeared by an in- 
quiſition, that John de Kirketon had in- 
truded himſelf into the caſtle of Tateſhale, 
the manor of Tomby, and other lands, 
of which John de Dryby died poſſeſſed, 
and had held the ſaid caſtle and lands for 
ſo long time, that the rents and profits of 
them amounted to above 8,000 marks, 
which ought to have been placed to the 
King's account, as the ſaid caſtle was held 
of him in chief; the ſaid Biſhop cauſed the 
King to remit all the ſaid rents and pro- 
fits, for his own private advantage, with- 
out taking or receiving any thing on that 
account from the ſaid John de Kirketon for 
the King's benefit. 

7. That when John de Barnet Biſhop 
of Ely was treaſurer of England, the ſaid 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, by his own autho- 
rity, and without warrant, cauſed to be 
taken out of the King's treaſury the ſum of 
10,000 marks for buying of the King's Tal- 
les, as he affirmed ; which ſum remained 
in his hands two years and more, and then 
he returned into the treaſury for the ſaid 
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ſam, tallies amounting to 12, 500 marks; or 
thereabouts; which advantage of 2-500 
marks did not anſwer to the King, as he 
bought every 100 l. for 2g l. ſo that the in- 
creaſe and profit to the King ought to have 
been 27,000 marks, 

8. That the ſaid Biſhop, when he was 
Chancellor, by his own authority, often 
cauſed fines, after they were enrolled, ta 
be leſſened, and the rolls to be raſed; and 
in particular, that of John Grey of Re» 
therfeld, who made a fine with the King, 
in the 41ſt year of his reign, of 80 l. for 
licence of feoffment of certain lands and 
tenements ; which was paid into the ha- 
naper : but the ſaid Biſhop, on pretenee 
of ſome bargain between him and the ſaid 
John Grey, cauſed the firſt writing to be 
cancelled, by making another writing of 
the ſame tenor and date, for a fine of 4061, 
and made the Clerk of the hanaper repay 
the other 401, to the ſaid John Grey, ta 
the defrauding of the King, 

It is not to be expected, that at this time 
much new light ſhould be thrown on many 
of the — ars of theſe articles: how- 


ya. Fond. Vol, 7. p. 168, 
ever, 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, ng 
ever, 4 few obſervations may ſerve, in a 
good meaſure, to explain, and ſhew the de- 
ſign and force of the moſt important of 
them. 

1. The firſt article i. in effect,” the very 
ſame that was contained in the declaration 
of the Commons in the laſt Parliament, and 
was directed againſtthe Duke of Lancaſter 
and his party, The particular abuſes were 
then inquired into, and ſeveral of that 
impeached and convicted, to the general 
ſatisfaction of the nation. The ſame party, 
now in power again, transfer the charge; 
in general terms, from themſelves to the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter. | 

Beſides the unreaſonableneſs of fakes 
him with the groſs ſum of the whole pub. 
lic revenue of the King and Kingdom 
for ſo many years, and even for ſome time 
before he had borne any office in the ſtate; 
it appears from the article itſelf, that Wyke- 
ham was not properly the perſon reſpon- 
ſible for it, He never was Treaſurer of 
England, tho' it has been affirmed by ſo 
many authors, Langham and Barnet, ſuc- 
cellively treaſurers during the time in queſ- 
tion, were not creatures of his, nor in 


any wiſe dependent upon him; but per- 
I 4 ſons 
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ſons of great age and authority before he 
came into any power at court; nor is l 
likely, that they ſhould abſolutely and im- 
plicitly ſubmit themſelves to him, in the 
execution of ſo important an office, for 
which they themſelves were ſolely account- 
able. And Barnet was ſtill living to an- 
ſwer for himſelf, Neither is it at all to be 
wondered, that by an expenſive and ruin- 
ous foreign war of above twenty years con. 
tinuance, the nation was ſo exhauſted, and 
the King ſo overwhelmed with debt, as | 
not to be able to recover themſelyes in an 
unſettled and imperfect peace of nine years; 
for it was no more, even the war of Brit- 
tany, and the Prince of Wales's expedition 
into Spain, being reckoned as non in 
the account. 

2. It is hard to ſay what is the erime 
with which the Biſhop is charged in the 
ſecond article: nothing more appears from 
it, than that he had either by his influ 
ence, or in the regular courſe of his office, 
cauſed the perſons therein mentioned to be 
puniſhed and fined ; not ſurely for their 
good behaviour and ſervices in the wars, 
but, as we may well be allowed to ſuppoſe, 
for ſome miſdemeanour. It_ is granted, 


that 
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that theſe gentlemen behaved well in the 
wars; but did they behave as well in time 
of truce or peace? Of the firſt of them, 
Sir Matthew Gourney, it appears *, chat, 
contrary to the expreſs command of the 
King his maſter, he followed Bertrand de 
Gueſclin into Spain, in the ſervice of Hen- 
ry the Baſtard, in the year 1 366; and of 
the ſecond, Sir Thomas Fog, that * during 
the truce of Bourdeaux, he made an expe- 
dition under the commang of the famous 
Sir Robert Knolles, whoWas at this time 
no other than an arrant freebooter. Knolles 
was actually outlawed upon this occafion : 
after the truce was expired, he procured * 
indeed the King's pardon, but not without 
great ſubmiſſions to his Majeſty, and pre- 
ſents ſent 'to the Prince of Wales and his 
brothers, Fog muſt have been in the ſame 
ſituation z and ſo came under the deſerip- 
tion, which the King in his anſwer to the 
remonſtr ances of the court of France gave 


a de Hiſt, of Ed. 3d. p. 675. See Rym. Feed. 
Vol. 6. p. 481. , 

* See Barnes, p. $62, H ſhed, Vol. 3. p. 391. 
Walſingham, Hyp. Nan 4 an. 1358. a Ca 
Appendix. Polychron. p. 317, 

3 Knighton, Col. 2620. 
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122 THE LIFE OF 
of theſe adventurers, * that they were per 
ſons outlawed, murderers and robbers, de- 
linquents againſt the laws of his realm, 
and out of his protection. Such were two 
of theſe Gentlemen: and if we conſider, how 
common theſe practices were at this time, 
and what numbers of diſbanded officers pur - 
ſued the ſame methods of making their ſor- 
tunes, it will not appear improbable, that 
the others here mentioned were offenders 
in the ſame way, and were deſervedly pu- 
niſned for theiſawleſs behaviour. But 
whatever their caſe was, it is not eaſy to 
ſee. how their puniſhment, as is alledged in 
the article, could be the occaſion of the 
ſouldiers entering into the Companies, and 
the cauſe of the war's being renewed: nor is 

it poſſible to conceive, how either of theſe 
— could, in any way, even indirectly 
and by conſequence, be charged on the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter, Indeed nothing can 
be more certain and notorious, than that 
both the riſing of the companies in France, 
and the renewing of the war, were owing 
to far other cauſes, and ſuch as could not 
have any relation to him, or be within the 


4 Ibid. Col. 2618, 
reach 
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reach of his influence, The riſing of the 
companies is to be dated as early as the truce 
of Bourdeaux in the year 1459. A few 
parties of this kind then formed themſelves, 
and made ſome eſſays in their trade, But 
after the peace of Bretigny, they ſoon grew 
into regular bodies of men, and even for- 
midable armies, They were made up of 
diſbanded ſouldiers of different nations, and 
were prompted by no other motive, than 
their own lawleſs deſires of enriching them 
ſelves by plunder and rapine. They maintain- 
ed themſelves a long time by ravaging the 
whole country, and the only effectual me- 
thod, that France could take of getting rid 
of them, was to find them employment 
elſewhere. The Prince of Wales at laſt 
took twelve thouſand of them into his ſen- 
vice for his Spaniſh-expedition, Don Pedro 

was no- ſooner reſtored by him to the 
throne of Caſtile, than he forgot all his 
engagements, and left him and his army' 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs, without money or 
proviſions, The Prince was forced to melt 
down all his plate to ſupply his immediate 
occaſions, Six thouſand men of the com- 


* Froiſſart, Vol, 1. Chap, 214, 215, 2444-246, Wal- 
ſingham, &c, 
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4 TH R LIFE OF 
panies returned with him to Guienne 
where, for want of pay, they betook them. 
ſelves to their old way of ſubſiſting on 
plunder. The Prince had influence enough 
over them, to prevail with them to quit 
his dominions; upon which they fell 
upon the neighbouring provinces of France. 
Great arrears were likewiſe due to his other 
troops, which obliged him to impoſe new 
taxes on his fubjects of Guienne, which 
occaſioned their revolt. Such was the oc- 
caſion of the laſt riſing of the companies; 
and ſuch was the immediate cauſe of the 
renewing of the war with France. 

3. The third article is wholly founded 
on the Duke of Bourbon's application to 
the Pope on Wykeham's behalf, an account 
of which has been already given. As to 
the reſt of the Hoſtages, the reader may 
find an exact account of their releaſe, col - 
lected by Rapin from the Records publiſhed 
by Rymer, in which it does not appear 
that Wykeham had the leaſt concern. As 
to thoſe here mentioned in particular, the 
Duke of Orleans obtained his liberty by 
ceding certain lands in Poitou to Thomas 


6 Rym. Foed, Vol, 6. p. 467. Froiſſart, Vol. 1. chap, 
218 and 249. | 
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of Woodſtock, one of the King's ſons. The 
Dukes of Anjou and Berry baſely abuſed 
the King's generoſity and faule the 
firſt made his eſcape from Calais, and the 
other, having . leave of abſence 
for one year, never returned; nor did they 
ever make the leaſt ſatisfaction for this in- 
famous breach of their oath and honour. 

4. The ” ſurpriſing of Ponthieu by. the 
French was an event quite unexpected by 

Edward III. T he firſt intimation, which 
he had of their deſign, - was. given him 
while the King of France's Ambaſſadors 
were amuſing him with deceitful-preſents 
and empty propoſals. He immediately. or- 
dered the Lords Percy, and Nevil, and Sir 
William Wyndeſore, to go thither with 
all expedition, with three hundred men at 
arms and one thouſand. archers. ,They 
had gotten as far as Dover, and were ready 
to embark; when news came, that the 
French had taken the City of Abbeville, as 
was determined before by private agreement 
between them and the inhabitants, who 
opened their gates to them, The ſame 
day they made themſelves maſters of the 


_ 7 Froiſſart, Vol. 1. chap. 251, 252, Walfingham, 
Barnes, p. 737, & c. | 
reſt 
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126 THE LIFE OF 
reſt of the towns of Potithieu, and fo the 
whole country was loft at once. The whole 
circumſtances of this affair put it beyond 
all doubt, that there was really no neglect 
in ſending ſuccours to Ponthieu, upon the 
firſt notice of the deſigns of the French, 
chargeable upon any one, much leſs upon 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter, * 

F. and 6. Theſe ſeem to be nothing 

more than common inſtances of the King's 

generoſity, perverted into articles of ac- 
cufation againſt the Biſhop, and are in 
themſelves of no great importance. : 

7. The ſeventh article may perhaps re- 
quire ſome explanation. Theſe Tallies 
were receipts or . ſecurities given to the 

King's Creditors for Sums of money bor- 

. rowed. The treaſury was ſo exhauſted by 

the wars, and the King's credit ſo low, 

that the Creditors at laſt fold their Tallies, 
or ſecurities for the ſums owed to them, at 
great diſcount. The Biſhop is charged 
with having bought up the King's debts 
with the King's money, and for his profit, 
at a diſcount of 75 per cent. or for one 
fourth ; and with not having returned the 
whole profit to the treaſury. As to the 
fact itſelf, and the circumſtances of it, no- 

thing 
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thing can now be ſaid ; but this charge 
plainly appears to have been deſigned as a 
recrimination upon the Biſhop, with re- 
ſpect to the third article of inquiry, exhi- 
bited by the Commons in the late Parlia- 
ment. | 

8 Whether this laſt article was at firſt 
exhibited againſt Wykeham, together with 
the foregoing, or was produced afterward, 
when the former were found deficient in 
proof, it does not appear. The foregoing 
articles and this are found ſeparate the 
one from the other, and in two diſtinct 
patents of pardon: the firſt containing a 
remiſſion and full acquittal of the ſeven 
firſt articles, of which no proof had ever 
been made, and upon which no judgement 
was ever given againſt him; the ſecond 
reciting the laſt article only, upon which 
ſolely and ſeparately judgement had been 
given, that his temporalties ſhould be ſeized 
into the hands of the King, and remit- 
ting all the penalties and the conſequen- 
ces of this judgement. This, however, 
we may with certainty conclude, that the 
firſt ſeven articles were dropped, and came 


* See Rym, Fœd. Vol. 7. p. 163 and 168, 
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to nothing; as unſupported by any 1 
or evidence. His temporalties were ad: 
judged to be ſeized into. the King's hands; 
ſolely upon the charge contained in the laſt 
Article. So that this mighty accuſation, 
which ſet out with a charge of above a mil: 
lion, ſoon dwindled into a buſineſs of forty 
pounds. Upon which article I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the whole tranſaction ſeems 
to have been carried on openly, and with. 
out any endeavour to keep it a ſecret ; that 
the Chancellor is not charged with having 
made any profit to himſelf from it, the 
whole ſum refunded having been paid to 
the Lord Grey.; and that all that appears 
to be exceptionable in his conduct is the 
ſeeming irregularity of the proceeding, of 
which, we may preſume, his enemies took 
their advantage. 

The Biſhop of Wincheſter * was beben 
upon theſe articles before a certain num. 
ber of Biſhops and Lords, and others'of 
the Privy Council, aſſigned by the King 
for this purpoſe, about the middle of No- 
vember. And in conſequence of the 
judgement given by them upon the laſt ar- 


' See Rym. Feed, Vol. 7. p. 132, 148. 
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ticle alone, as I have juſt now mentioned, 
Writs were iſſued from the Exchequer, 
dated the 17th of the ſame month, to the 
Sheriffs of the ſeveral counties concerned, 
ordering them to ſeize into the King's 
hands the Temporalties of the Biſhoprick 
of Wincheſter. The Biſhop * was ordered 
to attend again at Weſtminſter, for a far- 
ther examination on January the 2oth 
following: but this was afterwards pro- 
rogued to an uncertain day, at the King's 
pleaſure ; nor was he ever after brought to 
a hearing on this occaſion. 
The ſeizing the Tempqralties was no 

uncommon mark of the King's diſpleaſure, 
in caſes where a prelate had offended him, 
tho he was not regularly convicted of 
any crime or miſdemeanour. Nothing 
more, perhaps, was meant in the preſent 
caſe, by the determination of the Lords 
of the Council. To mortify the Biſhop 
ſtill farther, he * was forbidden, in the 
King's name, to come within twenty mules 


S. Rym. R. 2. Vol. 1. Ne 22, from Rot. Clauſ. 
I. R. 2. pars unica. M. 20. 

* See | ary Fad, Vol. 7. p. 132. 

* Parker, &c. By the Duke of Lancaſter in the 
King's name; ſays the author of MS, Harleian, Ne 6217. 


Chap, 15, | 
K ; of 
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of the Court. It may be queſtioned, 
+ whether the King had any knowledge of 


this prohibition in which his name was 
made uſe of; however, all agree that the 
Duke of Lancaſter was the real author 
of it. 

The Biſhop received this prohibition 
about the middle of December, and upon 
it immediately left * his palace at South- 
wark. He * retired to the Monaſtery of 
Merton, where, for the moſt part, he 


continued during the next month; and af. 


terwards he paſſed ſome time in the Abby 
of Waverly near Farnham. I find ” indeed 
that he was at Southwark again on the gth 
of January, but he made no ſtay there at 
all. Poſſibly he might have leave to go 
thither, in order to make ſome neceſſary 
preparation for his defence at his ſecond 
hearing: for it was not till three or four 
days aſter this, that he received the King's 


This doubt ſeems to be inſinuated by the Convo- 
cation in their petition in behalf of the Biſhop of Win» 
cheſter; © Defenduz lui feuſt, come depar notre Seig- 
„ neur le Roy, len luy diſoit,” —the whole of which 
ſee below. 

5 Some time between the 11th and 19th of Decem- 
ber. Regiſt. Wykcham, 

5 Regiſt, Wykeham, 

7 Ibid, part 1, fol. 80. 
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letters, by which it was Lee to a 
farther day. 

In this ſituation were the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter's affairs, when the Parliament 
was opened on the 27th of - January. His 
great adverſary the Duke of Lancaſter had 
re-eſtabliſhed his power at court beyond 
all oppoſition, and had ſo effectually ex- 
erted it in protecting his friends and op- 
preſſing his enemies, that the Parliament, 
deſirous of gaining his favour, or afraid of 
incurring his diſpleaſure, met in general 
ready to comply with him in all his mea- 
ſures, and prepared to act as he ſhould. 
direct them. The whole proceedings there- 
fore of this Parliament tended * to reverſe 
and diſanull all that had been done in op- 
poſition to the Duke and his party in the 
laſt, It is affirmed, * that the Duke of Lan- 
caſter had procured the members of this 
Parliament to be elected at his pleaſure, 
and almoſt all thoſe, that had oppoſed him 
in the laſt Parliament, to be excluded: 
that Sir Thomas Hungerford, choſen 
Speaker of this Parliament, and the firſt 
upon record in that office, was an inti- 


* Walſingham. » Stow. & MS. Harleian. Ne 6217, 
Chap. 19. 
K 2 mate 
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mate friend of the Duke's, and his Steward: 


that a few of Sir Peter de la Mares 
friends, who, notwithſtanding the Duke 
of Lancaſter's influence exerted againſt 
them, were returned to this Parliament, 
uſed their utmoſt endeavours, that he might 
be allowed to give his anſwer to the mat- 
ters laid to his charge, but could not pre- 
vail : and that when one of them in par- 
ticular ſtill urged this motion, he was fi- 
lenced with threats, that it might coſt him 
his life, if he perſiſted in it. 

The Commons having granted the ſub- 
ſidies, petitioned the King, that in conſide- 
ration of the year of his Jubilee, the Fiftieth 
of his reign juſt now completed, he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant an act of gene- 
ral pardon to his ſubjects of all crimes 
committed before the beginning of the ſaid 
year, as he had done at the Fiftieth year 
of his age, To this petition the King gave 
his conſent. The only perſon excepted out 
of this general pardon was the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, in the following words of the 
Statute: “ But always it is the Kynge's 
„ mind, that Sir * William Wykeham By- 


cc ſhop 
+ Rot. Parl. 51, Ed. III. 
A common title given formerly to Clergymen o 
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« ſhop of Wyncheſter ſhall nothing enjoye 
« of the ſaid graces, graunts, and pardons, 
nor in no wiſe be compriſed within the 


3 * 


« ſame *. 
The Duke of Lancaſter having procured 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter to be particu- 
larly excepted out of the Act of Grace, 
was no leſs careful to ſecure his friends, 
who had been condemned in the laſt Parlia- 
ment, by particular acts of pardon granted 
to each by the King upon petitions of the 
Commons, The Lord Latimer's pardon 
he 


all degrees. See Rym. Feed, Vol. 6. p. 86. and the 
Dramatis Perſon of many of Shakeſpeare's plays. Tis 
in the Original Record Sire Willm, de Wykeham, Rot. 
Parl. 51, Ed. 3. tit. 24. 
_ 3 Statute 51. Ed, 3. intitled by miſtake in all the 
printed Statute Books 50 Ed. 3. As this miſtake is the 
principal cauſe of the great confuſion, that runs through 
all the accounts of this part of Wykeham's Hiſtory, tis 
neceſſary to clear it up — all doubt. The act of 
general pardon, granted on occaſion of Edward the 3d's 
Jubilee, was made in the laſt Parliament of his reign, 
held at Weſtminſter, Quinden. Hillarii, that is, Jan, 
27th, in which Richard Prince of Wales ſat in the King's 
place by commiſſion, the King being ill. Sce Cotton's 
Abridg. p. 144, 146, 152, Ihe gift of Ed. 3. began 
Jan, 24th (Rym, Fed, Vol. 4. p. 243.) three days be- 
tore the meeting of the Parliament; which therefore 
is rightly intitled 51 Ed. 3, in the Parliament Rolls, and 
by all the Hiſtorians, But the 5oth year of his reign was 
zcally the year which the King called his Jubilee, and 
| K 3 the 
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he had before obtained of the King, pet 
thought it proper to have it renewed in 
this more ſolemn manner in Parliament. 
In the like manner Alice Perrers, Richard 


Lyons, and ſome others to the number of 


the late Parliament mentioned it as ſuch, See Cotton, 
Abridg. p. 129. The reaſon why they did not then peti. 
tion for a general patdon, was becauſe it was not agree. 
able to the ſeverity of their proceedings: it ſuited in- 
tirely with the deſigns of the next Parliament, who 
under the influence of the Duke of Lancaſter, made it 
their buſineſs to reverſe all the * paſſed on 
the delinquents in the preceding Parliament, The a& 
of general pardon itſelf mentions the goth year of the 
King's reign as the occaſion of its being granted; and 
in ho preamble it is ſaid, * Foraſmuch as this year 
« is rightfully the year of his Jubllee;“ - which in» 
accuracy of expreſſion was the cauſe of the miſtake In 
the title, The ſame inaccuracy may be obſerved in 8 
Record in Rym. Fœd. Vol. 7. p. 136. where the King 
ſpeaks of the pardon granted in an. regni 50**, an 
afterwards dates it, in præſentl eto llæo. 15 Feb, 
an, reg 51. But in another Record of the ſame date 
(ibid ) he ſays more accurately, that the pardon way 
granted * nuper dum miele reg. noſtri Angliæ ans 
nus completus eſſet o“ and the Chancellor, in 
his ſpeech, opening the Parliament,“ ce eſt Van, 50 
de ſon regne aceampii, qu'eſt Van Jubilee. ——— 
Rot. Parl. 51. Ed. 3.; and in Wykeham's pardon 
1. R. 2. it is ſaid, that he was excepted out of the general 
ardon granted in the laſt Parliament of Edward the $0 

his miſtake in the date of the printed Statute has 
milled the Hiſtorians, who accordingly refer it to the 
year before: and hence it is, that they make Wyke: 
ham's troubles to have laſted two years; whereas really 
the whole affair was but of little more than ſeyen 
months continuance, | - Bos 
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ſeven, were by the King, upon ſo many 
petitions of the Commons, reſtored to. their 
former eſtates, and the judgements given 
againſt them in the laſt Parliament were 
reverſed, as having been obtained by falſe 
ſuggeſtions, and without due proceſs, 
While on the other hand the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, without due proceſs, before 
he had been allowed a full hearing, or any 
thing, as far as appears, had been proved 
againſt him, was deprived of his Tempo» 
ralties, and excluded from Parliament, 
Tho' the Biſhop had received no writ 
of ſummons to Parliament from the King, 
yet he was * regularly ſummoned to Convo- 
cation, by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury's 
mandate, executed by the Biſhop of Lon» 
don, The Clergy met in Convocation 
on the 3d of February, As ſoon * as the 
King's meſſage was delivered to the houle, 
ſetting forth the neceſſity of his affairs, and 
deſiring a ſuitable ſubſidy, William Court- 
ney Biſhop of London ſtood up, and made 
a grievous complaint of many injuries done 
to himſelf and the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 


3 There is none in Regiſt, Wykeham. 
+ Regiſt. Wykeham, pot b fol. 3. 
Parker, Wharton de Epiſcopis London. p. 137. 
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of which he exhibited to the houſe a par- 
ticular account in writing; and begged 
them not to conſent to any ſubſidy, till 
ſatisfaction ſhould be made to the parties 
injured. The whole houſe, in a manner, 
ſeconded the Biſhop of London's motion, 
as far as it regarded the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter; and © addreſſing themſelves to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury as their head, 
declared, that they looked upon the pro- 
ceedings againſt the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
as an injury done to the whole body of 
the Clergy, and an infringement of the 
liberties of the Church; that they would 
in no wiſe enter upon the buſineſs pro- 
poſed to them, till all the members of the 
Clergy were united; that as it concerned 
all, it ought to be approved of all. The 
Archbiſhop, being of the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter's party, or afraid of offending him, 
would have declined meddling with their 
ſuit ; but they perſiſted ſo firmly in their 
reſolution, that he 7 was obliged to pro- 
rogue the Convocation, and wait upon the 
King with a repreſentation of their grie- 


5 Elſyng's Method of holding Parliaments, chap. 74 
Stow. MS. Harleian. Ne 6217. Chap. 21. 
7 Parker, 


Vances, 
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vances. The King took time to- conſider 
more particularly of their petitions, and 
diſmiſſed the Archbiſhop with' a promiſe in 
general terms, that all the matters com- 
plained of ſhould be redreſſed. | 

Among theſe petitzons of the Convoca- 
tion, that which relates to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter is expreſſed jn the following 
terms: 

As to what concerns the Biſhop of 
« Wincheſter, that the things under- 
« written, which are attempted againſt 
„him, may be duly redreſſed. In the 
« firſt place, that the Temporalties of his 
« Church, without ſufficient conſent and 
« aſſent of thoſe to whom it pertaineth, 
* and whoſe aſſent is required in this be- 
* half, have been taken into the hands of 
« the King: and moreover, beſides that 
he hath no where to lay his head in 
te the temporal manors of his Church, he 
* hath been forbidden, as by command 
* of our Lord the King, ſo he was in- 
« formed, to make his abode in ſeveral 
* monaſteries, priories, and other places 


Rot. Parl. 51. Ed. 3. tit. 85, and Wilkins, Con- 
cilia Mag. Brit. Vol. III. p. 104. 
cc of 


\ Nn. * 
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« of his dioceſe, foundation, and patron. 
« age: by which cauſes the ſaid Biſhop 
e ſuffereth great grievances, the juriſdic. 
c tion of Holy Church 1s infringed; and 
te the execution of his paſtoral office in 
4 divers manners interrupted.” 

This petition is the only one to 
which the King, after having conſidered 
of them, did not vouchſafe to give any 
anſwer, However the ? Convocation main- 
tained their reſolution with ſuch ſteadineſs, 
that the Archbiſhop could get nothing dane 
in the King's buſineſs, without ſending for 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter. He returned to 
Southwark on this occaſion *, about the 
middle of February, He took his place in 
Convocation, and * was received by the 
whole aſſembly with all poſſible marks of 
reſpect and reverence. 


9 Parker, Elſyng. ibid, 

2 Between the 14th and 18th, Regiſt, Wykeham, 
And it appears that he was preſent at granting the ſub» 
ſidy, ibid, part 3. b. fol. 6. 

Parker. * He came to London with a ſmall num- 
geber of ſervaunts, who before tyme was thought to 
« excell all other in multitude of ſervaunts. He was 
« joyfully receaved of hys felowe Byſhopps, & as be- 
came ſuch a perſon, greatly honarcd,” MS, Har- 
lcian, Ne 6217. Chap. 21. 

The 
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The ſeſſion of Parliament ended on Fe- 
bruary the 23d, and * that of Convocation 
about a week after, The Biſhop of Wine 
cheſter ſtill continued * at Southwark, tho 
the late remonſtrances of the Clergy ſeem 
to have had but little effect in bringing his 
affairs nearer to an accommodation with 
the court, The King, inſtead of reſtoring 
his Temporalties, ſoon * after made a.grant 
of them to his Grandſon Richard, in part 
of payment of four thouſand marks a year, 
which he had ſettled on him at the time of 
his creating him Prince of Wales, and de- 
claring him heir apparent of the Crown. 
This * was ſuppoſed to have been done by 
the Duke of Lancaſter, with a deſign to 
take off ſomething of the odiouſneſs of his 
proceedings againſt the Biſhop, and to make 
himſelf a little more popular in the nation, 
by this inſtance of good will towards the 
young Prince, 

Some time after this an affair happened, 
which ſerves to diſcover to us, what were the 


3 Wake's State of the Church, p. 304. 
* Regiſt, Wykeham, 


* Rym, Ford, Vol, 7. p. 142. This grant Is dated 
15 Martii, 1376-7. 
© Parker, Stow, MS. Harlelan. Ne 6217. Chap. 15, 


general 
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general ſentiments of the people with regard 
to the Biſhop of Wincheſter and his cafe, 
The” Archbiſhop of Canterbury and the 
Biſhop of London, being commiſſioned 

the Pope to proceed againſt Wickliff, whoſe 
opinions began now to prevail, cited him 
to appear before them in the Church of St, 
Paul London, and to anſwer to the articles 
of hereſy laid to his charge. Wickliff ap- 
peared, accompanied by the Duke of Lan- 
caſter and his friend the Lord Percy, who 
had undertaken his protection, chiefly in 
oppoſition to the Biſnops and Clergy. A 
prodigious concourſe of people was ga- 
thered together to hear his examination: 
but this was prevented by a quarrel which 
aroſe between the two Lords and the Bi- 
ſhop of London. The Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter at laſt uſing ſome threatening expreſ- 
ſions to the Biſhop, the people were ſo 


7 Walſingham, Stow, Fox, &c. Fox, and the reſt 
of the Hiſtorians who follow him, are miſtaken, in mak- 
ing this affair happen in February, and while the Par- 
liament was fitting. The Pope's Bulle to the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury and Biſhop of London is dated the 
22d of May, 1377. Wilkins's Concilia, Vol. 3. p. 116. 
So that it could not have happened many days before 
the death of Edward III.—The author of MS. Har- 
lejan. Ne (217, ſays with the reſt, that it was on the 
22d of February. 


exceeds 
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exceedingly offended and enraged againſt * 
him, that he found it neceſſary to make 
his retreat as ſoon as he could, with Lord 
Percy and Wiekliff. Upon a ſurmiſe, that 
the Duke deſigned to make ſome attempt 
upon the liberties of the City of London, 
the people aſſembled together again af- 
terwards in great multitudes: they aſſaulted 
the Duke's palace of the Savoy, they uſed 
his name with all forts of indignities, and 
hung up his arms reverſed, as a traytor's, 
in the principal ſtreets of the city. TwWas 
ſuppoled, that they would have murdered 
the Duke if they had met with him; and 
they would certainly have ſet fire to his 
palace, had it not been for the Biſhop of 
London, who came thither on purpoſe to 
appealc them. The Duke himſelf, as ſoon 
as the news of the riot was brought to him, 
as he was at dinner with a particular friend 
of his, a merchant in the city, immediately 
fled for his ſafety to the Princeſs of Wales, 
who was then at Kennington with her ſon 
Richard. The Princeſs, upon this, ſent 
three Gentlemen of her court to perſuade 
the people, in her name, to deſiſt from 
their violent proceedings. They returned 
anſwer to her, that out of the reſpect which 
they * 
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they bore to her Highneſs, they would dg 
whatſoever ſhe commanded ; but, at the 
ſame time, required the meſſengers to de- 
mand of the Duke of Lancaſter, that he 
would ſuffer the Biſhop of Wincheſter and 
Sir Peter de la Mare to be brought to their 
anſwer, and be judged by their peers, ac- 
cording to the laws of England. 

From this incident we may conclude, 
that the people looked upon the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, as a perſon unjuſtly oppreſſed 
by the exorbitant power of the Duke of 
Lancaſter"; not in the odious light of a 
wicked miniſter of ſtate, deſervedly called 


» « Circa idem tempus Dux Lancaſtriz perſecutuy 
« eſt graviter Epiſcopum Wynton, dicens eum falſum 
« fuiſle patri ſuo dum eſſet ejus Cancellarius, unde ni- 
% mis rigoroſe immo & injuſte magna ſumma pecunie 
* condempnatus erat Domino Regi.“ Continuator Po- 
lychronici. MS, Lambeth, Ne 104.“ The Duke la- 
« bored againſt William Wikam byſhopp of Wyncheſ⸗ 
de ter, ſekynge a knott in a ruſhe, & — all occa- 
„ ſion by all wayes and meanes he poſlibly colde 
« to indamage hym: at laſt amongſt other thyngs 
« that he had objefted againſt hym, he charged 
« hym to have bene falſſe unto the Kynge, att what 
« tyme he was lorde chaunceler: & mlthoughe 
« the byſhopp in declaration of hys innocencye was 
« ready to brynge furth for hym ſelffe both ſufficient 
« reaſons & wytneſſes, yet notwithſtandynge he cauſed 
« hym to be condemned without makynge anſweare.“ 
Ms. Harleian, Ne 6217. Chap, 15. 


8 to 
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to account for a corrupt adminiſtration. 
He had been appointed one of the Council 
by petition of Parliament, when the Duke 
of Lancaſter's friends were- removed, on 
the motion of Sir Peter de la Mare: his 
cauſe was united with that of Sir Peter de 
la Mare in the favour and attention of the 
people: the Duke afLancaſter's indignation 
fell upon both of them at the ſame time; he 
continued to perſecute and oppreſs them 
together; and they were both at the ſame 
time releaſed from his oppreſſion. The 
cauſe of oftence, therefore, was, in all pro- 
bability, the ſame in both : namely, their 
zeal for the public good, and their ſteady 
adherence to the Prince of Wales's intereſt 
in the parliament of 1376, in oppoſition to 
the Duke of Lancaſter's party and his ſuſ- 
pected defigns. This is the only reaſonable 
method of accounting for the Duke's re- 
ſentment, that can be collected from the 
circumſtances of the whole affair. The? 
old 


% Hoc anno circa idem tempus diftus Dux Lan- 
« caſtrize contra Epiſcopum Winton, vehementer com- 
„ motus ipſum 2 totis viribus conabatur, eo 
« quod, ſicut dicebatur, Domino Regi Patri illius 
ſuggeſſit, quod Regina quondam uxor ipſius dittum 
* Ducem in utero ſuo nunquam portavit, ſed ſuppoſuit 
eum 


f TY”, , n by . * ; | . os v wi | : 
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old ſtory of Wykeham's alledging, upon 
the confeſſion and according to the direc | 


tions of Queen Philippa, that the Duke of ſ 
Lancaſter was a ſuppoſititious child, and | 
not her's and the King's ſon, which has ti 
been ſo often told to this purpoſe, is in all f 
parts of it ſo very incredible, that it de- r 
ſerves little more notic$ than to obſerve \ 
only; that the author, whoever he was, who i 


firſt gave out this ſtory, ſeems to have been 
convinced, 


* eum pro filio; quod ob timorem Regis celavit, ſed 
ante mortem ſuam, ut idem * ut dicitur de- 
* buit aſſeruiſſe, [leg. aſſeruiſſe dicitur, ut debuit,] 
«' ſibi fatebatur, & ei injunxit, quod [ut] hoc domino 
4% ſuo cum videret opportunum, monſtraret, [mandaret] 
“ propter quod idem Dux, fingens colorem eum pro- 
« 1equendi, impoſuit ſibi, quod fuit falſus patri ſuo 
c“ modis diverſis, quando ipſius extitit Cancellarius ; 
unde erat regi in magna ſumma pecuniæ condemp- 
© natus, pro qua condempnatione in manus regis om- 
* nia ejus temporalia erant capta, nec ſibi ante mortem 
e regis fuerant\reſtituta : & licet totus Clerus & tota 
% Communitas preces funderent pro eiſdem, non ta- 
« men fuerunt exauditi.” J. Malverne continuatio Chro- 
nici Ranulphi. MS, Coll. Corp. Chriſt, Cantab, ad an. 
1376, 

The ſame ſtory is quoted in the ſame words, except 
the various readings above inſerted, by Wharton. Ang. 
Sacr, Vol. 1. p. 318. as from the Monk of Eveſham, a 
continuator of the Polychronicon. J. Malverne and 
the Monk of Eveſham are then the ſame perſons, or one 
of chem copicd the other. I think the firſt moſt pro- 
bable, from Malverne's giving a long and particular ac- 

| count 
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vinced, that the Biſhop of Wincheſter, in 
ſome way or other, oppoſed the Duke of 
Lancaſter's deſigns upon the Crown, and 
to have furniſhed the circumſtances, either 
from his own invention, or from ſome idle 
report, which, how ridiculous ſoever, might 
yet poſſibly have gained ſome belief among 
the ignorant and credulous vulgar, 
| Nothing 


count of the troubles brought upon the Abby of Eveſham 
by the Earl of Warwick's tenants, Fox quotes for it, 
Chron, Monaſterii D. Albani, or Hiſt, Monachi D. Albani, 
ex accommodato D. Matth. A. Ep. Cant. However, 
this MS, of J. Malverne is the only one among A. Bp. 
Parker's in Bennet Coll. Library, which contains the 
particulars which Fox relates as from the Chron, Albani; 
and the title of the MS. is in a later hand than the MS. 
itſelf; as I am informed by a learned friend, who favoured 
me with the extracts from it. Perhaps the preſent Title 
may have been added ſince Fox made uſe of it. As to 
the (tory itſelf, it is to be obſerved, that the Duke of 
Lancaſter was the ſeventh child of Edward III by Queen 
Phillippa, the fourth ſon ; of whom only the ſecond ſon 
and the third daughter died in their infancy. This is 
ſufficient to deſtroy the whole foundation of this ſtory : 
for, can we ſuppoſe, that in theſe circumſtances, the 
King could be very deſirous of another ſon, or the = 
under any temptation to impoſe one upon him? Fox 
and others after him, without any warrant from their 
author, have related it as an invention and a mere ſlander 
of Wykeham's. Taking it in this light, can we poſlibly 
ſuppoſe, that Wykeham, tho' he were wicked enough, 
yt could be ſo weak, as in ſo delicate a buſineſs, and to 
his extreme hazard, to invent and utter ſo incredible 
and ſo abſurd a ſtory ? But, that no ſuch ſtory vn 

L that 
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Nothing more was done in the Bi 
of Wincheſter's affair till the 18th of June 
following, when the King reſtored to 
him his Temporaltics, in conſideration of 
his having undertaken, in the preſence of 
the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Lan- 
caſter, and others of the Privy Council, 
certain burthens in relief of the King, and 
for the defence of his kingdom : namely, 
he was to fit out upon the ſea three ſhips 
of war, in each ſhip fifty men at arms, 
and fifty archers, for one quarter of a 
year, at ſuch wages as were uſually paid 
by the King, but the King was to pay the 
wages of the mariners: and in caſe ſuch 
voyage ſhould not take place, he was to pay 
to the King the ſum to which the wages 
of the ſaid three hundred men by reaſonable 
computation ſhould amount, His ſponſors 


that time, uttered or invented, is ſtill farther probable, 
from the Duke of Lancaſter's ſilence with regard to it: 
when he made his complaint in Parliament of the reports, 
that had been ſpread concerning him, imputing to him 
treaſonable deſigns, he ſaid not a word relating to any 
ſuch report as this, tho' more manifeſtly injurious to 
him, and more highly provoking, and as much of na- 
tional concern as the others.——The ſame ſtory is told 
in MS, Harleian. Ne 6217, Chap. 15. 


* Rym. Fed. Vol. 7. p. 148, 149, 168. and MS. 
Rym. R. 2. Vol. 1. No 22, 


for 
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for the due performance of theſe articles, 
were Edmund de Mortimer Earl of March, 
Richard Earl of Arundell, and Thomas 
de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, then 
reſent in Council. Theſe were three of the 
moſt conſiderable Lords in the kingdom ; 
and 'tis highly probable, that it was by 
their powerful interceſſion, that the Biſhop 
obtained the reſtitution of his Temporal- 
ties. It has been ſaid, that he procured 
this grant, by purchaſing Alice Perrers's 
good offices with the King in his favour, 
by a large ſum of money in hand, and 
larger promiſes of future ſervices; and that 
ſhe gained this point for him, very much 
againſt the inclinations of her friend the 
Duke of Lancaſter, * This has been ad- 
vanced without any other foundation of 
proof, or colour of probability, than the 
ſuppoſed influence of this Lady with the 
King, by ſome late writers, at a time when, 
as 1t could not poſſibly be verified, ſo nei- 
ther could it eaſily be confuted. 


2 MS. Harleian. Ne 6217, Chap. 28, contains the 
very ſame account. Of the age of this author, and con- 
ſcquently of the credit due to him with regard to ſuch 
a piece of fecret hiſtory, I cannot pretend to give any 
politive judgement, 
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On the 21ſt of June, 1377, died Ed: | 


ward III. And thus the Biſhop of Win, 
cheſter had the ſatisfaction of being, in 
ſome meaſure, reſtored to the favour of 
this excellent prince, his great patron and 
benefactor, a few days before his death: 
if he may be ſuppoſed ever to have for. 
feited it ; which he certainly did not, till 
the King himſelf had, in a manner, loſt 
his own liberty. 

Upon the acceſſion of Richard II. to the 
Throne, all difficulties with regard to the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter's affairs ceaſed im- 
mediately ; which gives us a farther pre- 
ſumption, that Alice Perrers had no hand 
in removing them, for her power was now 
at an end, He was * ſummoned to attend 
at the King's Coronation, by the King's 
writ, dated June the 26th; and accord- 
ingly aſſiſted + at that ceremony on the 
15th of July. His pardon * paſſed the 
Privy Seal on the 31ſt of the ſame month, 
as ſoon as a thing of this nature, at ſuch a 
time, could well be diſpatched. Tis con- 
ceived in the fulleſt and moſt extenſive 


3 Regiſt. Wykeham, part 4. fol. 15. 
* Rym, Fed. Vol 7. p. 157. 
5 Ibid, p. 163, &c. 
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terms poſſible, as Lord Coke has particu- 
larly obſerved. It recites, in the firſt place, 
the firſt ſeven articles of accuſation, which 
we have already given ; and then ſets forth, 
that the King, reflecting upon the great 
damages and hardſhips that the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter hath ſuſtained, on occaſion of 
the ſaid impeachment ;z and revolving in his 
mind the many acceptable, uſeful, and 
laudable ſervices, which the ſaid Biſhop, 
with great labour and expence, hath long 
performed . for his Grandfather, the many 
high offices which he hath held under his 
Grandfather and Father, and the ſpecial 
affection and ſincere love which his Father, 
while he lived, always bore towards the 
ſaid Biſhop ; out of his ſpecial favour, and 
with his certain knowledge, and alfo by 
advice and conſent of his Uncle the Duke 
of Lancaſter and other Prelates and Lords 
of his Council, remits and pardons all the 
aforeſaid articles, and all other crimes and 


5 « The moſt large and bencficial pardons by Letters 
Patents, which we have read and do remember, were 
* that to William Wickham Biſhop of Wincheſter (for 
good men will never refuſe God and the King's par- 
* don, becauſe every man doth often offend both of 
them) and that other to Thomas Woolſey Cardinal 
* which are learnedly and largely penned,” 23 Inſtit. 
Chap. 105. 
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offences whatſoever in the ampleſt terms | 
and in the fulleſt manner, the exceptibn 
of the ſaid Biſhop in the A& of Grace 
paſſed in the laſt Parliament of the late 
King, and all other ſtatutes to the contrary 
notwithſtanding: concluding with a clauſe 

to this effect; © Willing that all men 
60 « ſho know, that, although we have 
« granted to the Biſhop of Wincheſter the 
« ſaid pardans ahd graces, nevertheleſs we 
do mot, think the {aid Biſhop to be in 
« anywiſe chargeable, in the fight of God, 
« with any. of the matters thus by us par- 
© doned; remitted, or releaſed unto him, 
te but do hold him to be, as to all and 
« every of them, wholly innocent and 
« guiltleſs. 

By an inſtrument ? under the Privy Seal, 
likewiſe of the ſame date, which firſt re- 
cites the eighth article of accuſation, as 
expreſſed above, in conſequence of which 
his Temporalties were ſeized, the King 
grants him a full remiſſion of all the bur- 
thens before mentioned, which were impoſed 
on him upon the reſtitution of his Tempo» 
ralties ; pardons and releaſes him from all 
matters contained in the ſaid articles; and 


7 Rym, Fœd ibid. p. 168, 
gracioully 


* 
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graciouſly remits and grants unto him all 
ſuch profits and revenues of the ſaid Tem- 
poralties, as were due to himſelf, then 
Prince of Wales, and not paid at the time 
of the reſtitution. However, the loſs. ſuſ- 
tained by the Biſhop, in this affair, is“ 
ſaid, in the whole to have amounted to 
10000 marks. 
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Civil affairs during the former part of the 
Reign of Richard the Second. 


YKEHAM, as we have ſeen, 
even in the reign of Edward the 
Third, firmly eſtabliſhed in the eſteem and 
affection of the King, and ſupported by 
the favour of the people, yet could not 
ſecure himſelf againſt the malice of his 
enemies, or more properly, againſt the re- 
ſentment of one great man, whom, in de- 


tence of a moſt juſt and honourable cauſe, 
and 
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and from a principle of gratitude and loy- 
alty, he had dared to oppoſe. One in his 
high ſtation, and that had long borne fo 
diſtinguiſhed a part in public affairs, muſt 
have found it a much more difficult taſk 
to act with honour and dignity, and to 
carry himſelf ſteadily and ſafely, through 
the unhappy reign of Richard the Second, 
The former part of which was ſubject to 
all the inconveniencies of a minority; un- 
ſettled meaſures, divided counſels, ill ma- 
nagement in the revenues, continual loſſes 
abroad, and dangerous ſeditions at home: 
and what was of greater conſequence than 
all, ſo little care was taken of the King's 
education, (for he ſeems to have been not 
at all deficient in his natural endowments) 
that when he was of age the ſtate of af- 
fairs became in his hands much worſe 
than before. The latter part was ſpent 
in a hazardous contention between two 
violent parties: the King, encouraged by 
his favourites and flatterers, avowing his 
endeavours to eſtabliſh himſelf in an un- 
limited power; and his oppoſers openly 
: threatening him with the example of his 


Rot. Parl. 21. R. 2. tit. 47. 
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many years, continued to lay waſte the na- 
tion, and almoſt utterly extirpated the Royal 
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great grandfather Edward the bend, | 


The event was fatal, firſt to the Ki 


miniſters, afterward to the chiefs of K 


opular party, and laſtly, to the King 
himſelf: and the conſequence was a moſt 
bloody civil war, that in the next age, for 


Family. Wykeham conducted himſelf 
through theſe dangerous times, with that 
wiſdom and caution which might be ex- 
pected from one of his great experience; 
ſo as to maintain himſelf always in credit 
and in a due degree of favour with the 
King, at the ſame time that he ſtood 
high in the eſteem and confidence of the 
people. 

The Duke of Lancaſter was ſenſible, 
that his late violent proceedings and im- 
perious behaviour had rendered him ex- 
tremely odious to the whole nation. His 
deſigns upon the Crown, if he ever really en- 


tertained them, he muſt have relinquiſhed 


ſome time ago; but ſtill he had very fair 
pretenſions to the Protectorſnip during the 
minority of the King. In the beginning 
of the new reign therefore he uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to recover, if _ 

the 
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the credit he had loſt, and to ſhew thim- 
ſelf in a more popular light. A few days 
before, he had offended the city of Lon- 
don more than ever, by turning out the 
Mayor and Aldermen, and appointing 
others in their places, on occaſion of the 
late riot, He now, by the young King's 
mediation, and with the beſt grace he 
could, immediately reconciled himſelf to 
the City: and in the cavalcade of the King 
and his Court through London the ſame 
day, the Duke and his friend the Lord 
Percy, (who had been engaged with him in 
the ſame quarrel) being at the head of 
the guards, the firſt as high Steward, the 
latter as Marſhal of England, to make 
way for the King; they both of them 
ſtudied to behave themſelves towards the 
citizens of all ranks, in the moſt oblig- 
ing and courteous manner, addreſſing 
them with the utmoſt condeſcenſion and 
familiarity, and giving them all poſſible 
demonſtrations of the ſincereſt regard and 
friendſhip. Sir Peter de la Mare * was 
immediately releaſed from his impriſon- 
ment in Nottingham Caſtle, with great 


>. Walſingham, Stow. 
+ Wyalſingham, Hyp. Neuſt, 
marks 
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marks of honour ; the Biſhop of Wincheſs 
ter's pardon was ordered to be expedited 
with all diſpatch ; both probably at the' 
Duke of Lancaſter's motion, at leaſt not 
without his concurrence. Yet all this af. 
fectation of popularity had very little ef- 
fect in removing the impreſſions, which his 
former behaviour had left upon the minds 
of all orders of men, And when, imme- 
diately after the Coronation, the admini- 
ſtration of affairs during the minority 
came to be ſettled in a great council of the 
Lords and Prelates, inſtead of naming the 
Duke of Lancaſter ſole Protector, they 
conſtituted a Council or Regency, conſiſt- 
ing of twelve perſons of different eſtates, 
without ſo much as admitting him into the 
number. 

The Duke of Lancaſter could not diſ- 
ſemble his diſguſt upon this occaſion : he 
deſired * the King's leave to retire from 
Court, and went to his Caſtle of Kenil- 
worth; profeſſing however, before he went, 
that, in caſe his aſſiſtance ſhould be wanted, 


* Rym. Fed, Vol. 7. p. 161. Confirmed by Letters 
Patent, July 20, 1377. Ibid. 
5 Wallingham, 


he 
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he would attend his Majeſty with a larger 
train than any Nobleman in the kingdom, 
and ſhould be always ready to promote 
his honour and ſervice, His friend the 
Lord Percy, now earl of Northumber- 
land, expreſſed likewiſe * his reſentment 
upon this occaſion, and reſigned his ſtaff 
of Marſhal, which he had obtained by the 
Duke's favour, 

Soon“ afterwards the Parliament met, 
not at all more favourably diſpoſed towards 
the Duke of Lancaſter; and he was not 
now in ſuch power, as to awe them into a 
compliance with his will. The! firſt ſtep 
the Commons took, was to chooſe for their 
Speaker Sir Peter de La Mare, the great 
Patriot of the Good Parliament ; who, on 
that account, had been thrown into priſon, 
and, contrary to all law, confined there a 
whole year, by the oppreſſive power of 
the Duke of Lancaſter. And * agreeably 
to this beginning, they proceeded to give 
ample teſtimony of their approbation of 
what was done in that Parliament, the bu- 
ſineſs of which they in a manner reſumed ; 


October 13, 1377. 
7 Rot, Parl. 1. R. 2. 
Walſingham, Stow. 


and 
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and of their diſlike of the contrary men. | 
| ſures of the laſt Parliament, which t 

in ſeveral inſtances reverſed, They  peti- 

tioned ?, that the King and Lords would 
name, in Parliament, certain perſons of 
divers eſtates, ſuch as were beſt able, and 
would be moſt diligent and careful, to pro- 
mote the public good, to be of the King's 
continual Council, and to act jointly with 
the great Officers of State, This petition 
was granted, and nine perſons, choſen by 
the advice of the Lords, were appointed, 
This Council muſt neceſſarily have ſuper- 
ſeded the Regency before eſtabliſhed, their 
powers being wholly inconſiſtent, And 
thus, not only the Duke of Lancaſter himſelf, 
but one or two of his chief friends likes 
wife who were of that Regency, in parti- 
cular the Lord Latimer, were novy entire» 
ly ſet aſide. The Commons farther de- 
manded, that judgement might be executed 
upen Alice Perrers, according to her de- 
ſerts, and without favour or affection; 
and that, conſidering the great damage ſhe 
had done to the kingdom, her forfeited 
eſtates might be applied to the relief of 


® Rot, Parl. 1. R. 2. tit. 18, 42, 43, 49» 
8 the 
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the people, whom ſhe had in many ways 
injured, This petition was in conſequence 
of her impeachment, before the Lords, 
upon the Statute of maintenance, made 
expreſsly on her account in the Parlia- 
ment of 1376; on which ſhe received ſen» 
tence of baniſhment, and forfeiture of all 
goods and eſtates, both in demeſne and 
in reverſion. They petitioned alſo, that a 
declaration might be made, as to the moneys 
and ſubſidies, miſapplied and unwarrant- 
ably expended by improper and unprofit- 
able miniſters ; and that the ſaid miniſters 
might be puniſhed for the relief of the 
people. They farther repreſent, that the 
late King was guided by evil Counſellors; 
and pray that all ſuch Counſellors as have 
been before convicted upon full evidence, 
and attainted, may be removed from the 
King's Counſels, and that neither they, 
nor others hke them, be ever admitted 
near the King's perſon, nor bear office 
under him : and that all grants * made by 


the 


This Petition of the Commons was probably oc- 
calioned by the convlction of Alice Perrers in the Houſe 
of Lords; one article which was proved againſt her 
was, that ſhe had obtuined ef the late King, m_—_ 

allent 


- 
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the late King may be examined, and "if | 


found to have been unworthily beftowed, 
may be revoked : with all which requeſts 
the King complied. In all this the Com- 
mons ſeem to have proceeded in a tem- 
perate and diſpaſſionate manner, and to 
have conſidered very rightly, that extreme 
rigour would have been unadviſeable in 


aſſent of the Council, for Richard Lyons, a remiſſion of 
3001. which he owed to the Exchequer, reſtoration' 
of lands and goods forfeited, and moreover a prant 
to him of 1c00 marks. It might alſo have reſpe& to 
the many grants, which ſhe had obtained of the King 
for herſelf; as may be ſeen in MS. Rymer, Vol. «, 
Miſcellan Ed. 3. N* 60, 64, 66, 70. and Index Rot, 
Pat, | iblioth. Cotton, Titus, C. 2, and 3. Beſide the 
grant of the late queen Philippa's jewels, 47. Ed. 3. 
Rymer Fad, Vol. 7th, p. 28. Thele grants bear date 
from the 41ſt of Ed. 3. to the end of his reign, Her 
eſtates were very conſiderable i beſide a great many lands, 


tenements, advowſons, &c. ſhe had in different counties, 


twenty-two manors, for the moſt part In poſſeſſion, 
ſome few of them in reverſton. Tho' the King granted 
the petition of the Commons, that her forfelted. eſtates 
might be applied to the relief of the people, yet about 
two years afterwards he made a grant of them all to her 
hu(band Sir William de Wyndefore, Willlam of Wyke⸗ 
ham purchaſed of $ir William de W yndefore the manor 
of Meoneſtoke, in the county of Southampton, and 
lettled it on his College of Wincheſter ; this manor was 
part of the forfeited eſtate of Alice, granted to her huſ- 
band ; on which account the King's writ, containing 
the whole grant above mentioned, is preſerved in the 
Archives of Wincheſter College, among the title-deeds 
pf that manor, Lib. U. Coll, Wint. fol. 256, 
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the beginning of a new reign . In their 
petition for the appointing a ſtanding 
Council, after complaining of thoſe about 
the late King, they add; * But never- 
« theleſs the ſaid Commons do not at all 
« defire now to 'take vengeance of any, 
« that hath done amiſs in time paſt, but 
„that in time to come ſuch evil-doers 
% may be duly puniſhed.” 

After theſe ſeveral petitions, manifeſtly 
tending to fix all the 'blame of the mal- 
adminiſtration in the latter part of Ed. 
ward the Third's reign upon the ſame ſet 
of men, who had 'been called to account 
for it, and punifhed in the Parliament 
of 1376, and who had gotten themſelves 
diſculpated in the ſucceeding Parliament; 
the Commons ' proceeded to addreſs the 
King in behalf of the Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter in particular; who, by favouring that 
inquiry, and the proceedings againſt them, 
had incurred the reſentment of the whole 
party, and had ſuffered ſo much from their 
malice when they had recovered their power, 
The petition of the Commons, upon 
this occaſion, with the King's anſwer 


Rot Parl. t, R. 2, tit, 20. 
M to 


, a 6 4 ” * n * LILY, \ d N . F . * * - = 
At = * 5 1 4 3 * 7 9 * "IT wy * * 
\ on o g * N A - FAY; + * " 1 
\ 


* « : 
T7 


i622 THE LIFE OF, 


to it, is expreſſed in the following. mans 
ner. | "Ito 
„The Commons, in this preſent Pay. 
« liament aſſembled, pray, That, whereas 
« in the Parliament holden at Weſtmind. 
ter, on the Quindene of St. Hilary laſt 
1 paſt, a general grace, parden, and re- 
% miſſion was granted by your Grandfa- 
« ther to all his ſubjects and lieges of his 
« kingdom of England of every manner, 
degree, eſtate, and condition, as it ap- 
- « peareth in the rolls of the ſaid Parlis- 
« ment, in the which general grace, par- 
« don, and remiſſion, * the Biſhop of Win- 
« cheſter was excepted and forepriſed; 
« and afterwards your Royal Majeſty did 
« grant unto the ſaid Biſhop, that he ſhauld 
have and enjoy, fully and entirely, in all 
points the ſame graces, pardons, and 
« remillions made unto others his lieges in 
« the ſaid Parliament by your ſaid Grand- 
« father, notwithſtanding the exception and 
« foreprifian aforeſaid ; and furthermore 
did pardon, unto him many different 
« articles and impeachments, impoſed upon 


3 Rot. Parl. 1. R. 2. tit. 99. 
+ In the Record 'tis only, Je dit Eveſqe, by miſtake, 
there being no mention of him before. bi 
cc m 
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« him in the time of your ſaid Grandfa- 
« ther; and divers other graces, pardons, 
« and remiſſions did make unto him; and 
« of all the articles, impeachments, and 
« matters aforeſaid, did grant unto him, 
« and cauſe to be made, your gracious 
« Charters in full, as in them more fully 
„ appeareth: may it pleaſe your noble 
« Highnefs, by the advice and common 
« aſſent of the Prelates, the Duke, the 
« Earls, Barons, and other Lords, and the 
« Commons, to affirm, approve, . ratify, 
« and confirm in this preſent Parliament 
« your ſaid Charters, with all the articles, 
« pardons, graces, remiſſions, and circum« 
« ſtances whatſoever in them contained, to 
« the honour of God, and for the ſafety 
te and ſurety of the eſtate of the ſaid Bi- 
« ſhop, and of his Church of Win- 
* cheſter.” 


« The Anſwer.” 


« The King in his own perſon, and by 
« his own mouth, as alſo by common aſ- 
« ſent and advice of the Prelaggs, the Duke, 
the Earls, Barons, and other Lords, in 
full Parliament aſſembled, hath granted 
M 2 ee this 


" G \ re 


"EY 


164 THE LIFE OFF 


1 this. petition fully, and in all points, 10 
« whatever is contained therein; and will- 
« eth and granteth, by the common aſſent 
« and advice aforeſaid, that the Charters 
<«, or Letters, whereof this petition maketh 
«mention, and which were with good de- 
« liberation ſeen, read, and fully heard 
t in the ſaid Parliament, be now affirmed, 
« approved, ratified, and confirmed, under 
« his Great Seal, according to the purport 
te of the ſaid petition, and the effect, te- 
te nor, and form of the Charters and Let- 
© ters aforeſaid.” 

Theſe declarations of Parliament, fo 
directly tending to fix the blame of miſ- 
management in the latter part of Edward 
the Third's reign upon the Duke of Lan- 
caſter and his faction, and ſo expreſsly 
clearing the Biſhop of Wincheſter from 
all imputation of that nature, were not 
the effect of any ſecret intrigue, any un- 
due influence, a peculiar humour, or a ſpi- 
rit of party prevailing in the preſent Par- 
lament, and therefore liable to be con- 
tradifted and reverſed in the next per- 
haps that ſhould meet; of which, both 
with reſpect to the cauſe and the event, the 
proceedings of the laſt Parliament of the 

late 
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late King afford us a remarkable example. 


On the contrary, they were, in ſome mea- 
ſure, confirmed by moſt of the ſucceeding 
Parliaments; hardly any of which paſſed 
without giving the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
ſome mark of their confidence, and ſome 
teſtimony of their opinion of his inte- 
rity. 

: The management of affairs ſucceeded 
very ill in the hands of thoſe, to whom 
the adminiſtration was committed by Par- 
liament. The people found no eaſe in their 
taxes, nor any retrenchment of expences 
in the ſtate :' the demands for the public 
ſervices increaſed, the treaſury was ex- 
hauſted, and the King in debt. The Com- 
mons therefore, in the Parliament that 
met in the beginning of the year 1380, 
petitioned, * That the King's ſtanding 
Council might be diſcharged, and that he 
would appoint in their ſtead, only five Coun- 
ſellors, being his great officers of ſtate ; 
namely, the Chancellor, Treaſurer, Privy. 


Seal, Chamberlain, and Steward of the 


houſhold : and that theſe officers might 
not be removed before the next Parlia- 


+ Rot. Parl. 3. R. 2. 
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ment. They farther repreſent to the 
King, that his ſubjects are ſo impoveriſhed 
by the many ſubſidies granted to the late 
King and himſelf for the defence of the 
kingdom, that they cannot any longer ſup- 
port theſe burthens, unleſs an end be put 
to the wars, or ſome other remedy be found: 
they petition him therefore, that, for his 
own hotibur, and the relief of his ſubjefts, 
he would be pleaſed to have his own ſtate 
put under ſuch proper direction, and the 
behaviour of his officers and miniſters, by 
whoſe negligence he and his kingdom have 
greatly ſuffered, and alſo his revenues, fo 
inſpected and examined, that he may be 
able to live in a manner ſuitable to his Ma- 
jeſty, and bear his ſhare in the ſaid bun. 
thens, to the eaſe of his ſubjects. The King 
and Council, therefore, in full Parliament, 
appoint, at their requeſt, ſixteen Commiſ- 
ſtoners; four Biſhops, three Earls, throe 
Bannerets, three Knights, two Citizens of 


5 Rym. Ford. Vol. jth, p. 250. The Commifies 
is there given at large, and is dated May 2, 1389, Per 
ipſum Regem & Concilium. In pleno Parſiamentd. 
Though the Parliament had finiihed their ſeſſion the 
beginning of March preceding. Wake's State of the 
Church, p. 312. 

Only three Biſhops are mentioned in Rot. Parl. 


London, 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 16 
London, and one of Fork; all or any 
five of whom, provided there' be one at 
leaſt of each ſtate and degree, have power 
to go into any of his courts or offices, to 
examine the officers and their accounts } 
to ſurvey and inſpe& the revenues of the 
King and kingdotn of all forts; to examine 
into the fees of officers under the late King, 
annuities granted by him, and the like; 
the ſtate of the late King's houſhold, and 
his own, with many particulars of the ſame 
kind more fully 
of their iquiries they are to certify the 
King and Council. They have power to 
examine all perſons upon oath, except the 
gteat Officers of the Kingdom; and all 
officers, of the late King, and his own, 


are ordered to attend and affift them, ant 


to produce whatever papers or recotds are 
required by them. The Biſhop of Win- 


cheſter was one of theſe Cotimiſſioners. 


The Parliament could not have given a 
clearer demonſtratton of their confidence 
in him, nor a fuller acknowledgment of 
the uprightnefs of his adminiſtration un- 
der Edward the Third, than by appoint- 


ing him one of the examiners into the 


abuſes of that reign, as well as the preſent. 


ſpecified : and of the reſult 
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And this, together with what has been ob- 
ſerved before on this ſubject, gives us 2 
full proof as the nature of the caſe will 
admit that the nation in general wholly 
imputed the mal-adminiſtration in the lat. 
ter part of Edward the Third's time, ſo 
much complained of, to the Duke of Lan- 
caſter and his party, and not to the Bi. 
| ſhop of Wincheſter. - | 

This Commiſſion, tho' in all reſpects ful. 
ly ſettled in Parliament, was not iſſued 
in form to the ſeveral perſons appointed 
to that ſervice, till the beginning of May 
following; ſo that probably no great mat- 
ter was done in the buſineſs of it, when the 
Parliament met again towards the end of 
the ſame year, The? Commons then peti- 
tioned the King, that the Commiſſion ap- 
pointed in the laſt Parliament might be car» 
ried into execution without delay, and that 
the Lords and others, named in the aid 
Commiſſion, now preſent in Parliament, 
be charged to begin their Inquiry on the 
20th of January following, 

The Commillioners could not have made 
any great progreſs in this Inquiry, before 


Rot. Parl 4. R. 2. tit. 28. 
their 
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their proceedings were interrupted by thoſe 
terrible inſurrections, which were begun 
in the Counties of Kent and Eſſex by the 
loweſt of the People, conducted by lead- 
ers the vileſt and baſeſt even of their own 
number. Theſe tumults were at their 
height about the middle of the next June: 
the infection of popular madneſs began to 
ſpread widely ; the whole nation was thrown 
into the greateſt confuſion, and the King 
and kingdom brought into the moſt immi- 
nent danger. But this dreadful rebellion 
was ſoon happily quelled in effect by one 
bold and ſucceſsful effort of the young King 
himſelf, who in the utmoſt extremity acted 
with all the preſence of mind, the reſolu- 
tion and ſpirit, of his great Father and 
Grandfather ; and ſhewed what might have 
been expected from him, if he had not un- 
fortunately been thrown into the hands 
of thoſe, who, to eſtabliſh the more eaſily 
their own power and intereſt, ſtudied to 
corrupt his tender mind, and to depreſs 
thoſe excellent talents with which nature 
had endowed him, 

To ſettle the ſtate of the nation, and to 
quiet the minds of the people, after ſo 


e Walſingham, &c, 
great 
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great a commotion, a Parliament wits ſum 
moned to meet the beginning of Novem. 
ber. The 9 Commons petition, that der 
tain Prelates and Lords may be appointed 
to confer with them on affair greatly con- 
cerning the ſtate of the kingdom: they ate 
ordered to give in the names of ſuch 8 
they would chooſe for this purpoſe in writs 
ing; they name ſeventeen ; among them 
the Biſhop of Winchefter. After djligetit 
— with theſe Lords, they make a 
grievous complaint of the ill ſtate of the 
nation, repreſenting, that, unleſs the ad 
miniſtration of government be ſoon amen 
ded, the Kingdom will be utterly ruined 
They proceed to enumerate particularly th 
defaults of government: firft, about the 
King's perſon, and in his houſhold, throngh 
the unreaſonable number of ſervants and 
attendants maintained therein; as alſo in 
his Courts, the Chancery, King's Bench, 
Common Bench, and Exchequer, by griev= 
ous oppreſſions: and in the Country, by 
the great multitude of maintamers of quar- 
rels, who carry themſelves there like kings; 
that they are ſtripped and rained by the 


» Rot, Parl. 5. R. 2. tit. 17, 18, &c. 
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oppreſſions of the Purveyors of the King's 
houſhold z as alſo by taxes and ſubſidies, 
which are levied with great diſtreſſes, and 
oppreſſions of the people, by the King's Mi- 
niſters ; and though great ſums of money 
are granted and levied, ſo that they never 
were ſo poor before, yet they are not de- 
fended from the enemy, but are plundered 
by land and ſea: which miſchiefs the 
Commons, who uſed to live in honour and 
proſperity, can no longer endure; and 
theſe have given occaſion to the late inſur- 
rections, and unleſs remedied, will be the 
cauſe of greater misfortunes. They there- 
fore beg redreſs of theſe prievances, for 
the ſafety of the King and kingdom; that 
evil Officers and Counſellors may be re- 
moved; and above all, that the moſt able 
and diſcreet Lords and others of the king- 
dom may be placed about the perſon of 
the King, and in his Council. 

The King: adviſes with the Lords of the 
realm and thoſe of his Council on this 
petition, which appeared to him to be for 
the good of himſelf and his kingdom; and 
grants that certain Prelates, Lords, and 
others, may be appointed to examine into 
the ſtate and government of the King's per- 

ſon 
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ſon and houſhold, and provide remedies 
to the abuſes complained of. Nineteen are 
nominated for this ſervice: the Duke of 
Lancaſter is the firſt, and the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter one of that number. They 
are ordered to ſit in Privy Council many 
days, without doing any thing elſe in Par. 
liament while this A is CN 
in 

The Commons then addreſs their: ny 
tions, relating to the abuſes above-men- 
tioned, and the ſtate of the nation in ge- 
neral, to theſe Commiſſioners ; who ſeem 
to have entered effectually upon their In- 
quiry, and to have made a conſiderable 
progreſs in it. For in the ſecond meeting 
of this Parliament, at the end of the Febru- 
ary following, after an adjournment, the 
Commons petition, that the Officers of the 
King's houſhold may be ſworn before the 
Lords in Parliament, to obſerve the ordi- 
nance and government of the King's houſ- 
hold, as appointed by the Commiſſioners : 
which petition 1s granted, 

But, notwithſtanding all the diligence 
of the Commiſſioners in regulating theſe 


+ Rot. Parl. 5. R. 2. tit. 75. 
affairs, 
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affairs, and the precaution taken by the 
commons to ſecure the obſervance of their 
regulations, we do not find that complaints 
of the ſame abuſes ceaſed at all for the 
future. Walſingham, having mentioned 
ſeveral of the acts paſſed in this Parliament, 
and that many other things were at the 
fame time ordained, adds, But to what 
« purpoſe ſerve acts of Parliament, when 
« afterwards they take no effect at all? 
« the King, by the advice of 'thoſe: about 
e him, uſed to alter or ſet aſide every 
« thing, that the whole commonalty of the 
« kingdom, and even the nobility itſelf, 
had enacted in the preceding Parlia- 
e ments.” Of this he gives us afterwards a 
remarkable 'example. Sir Richard Le 
Scrope had, in this Parliament, been ap- 
pointed Chancellor by the Commiſſioners, 
upon the petition of the Commons ad- 
dreſſed to them. Not long after, on his 
refuſing to ſet the ſeal to ſome extravagant- 
grants of the King to certain of his fa- 
vourite courtiers, the King by their per- 
ſuaſion was induced to take away the 
Seal from the uncomplying Chancellor, 
Walſingham adds, that he executed theſe 
grants with his own hands; in this parti- 
cular 
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cular he is miſtaken : however, he plackd 
the Seal by * commiſſion in the hands & | 
ſome others of his courtiers, who probably 
were not ſo ſcrupulous in obeying his com- 
„mands z and afterwards delivered it to the 
Biſhop of Landon, 

In the Parliament that met October the 
6th, 1382, the Commons name the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter among the Lords, whom 
they petition to have appointed to confer 
with them on the matters propoſed to their 
conſideration: namely, whether it were 
more adviſeable to agree to the Duke of 
Lancaſter's propoſal, for an attempt upon 
the kingdom of Caſtile, to which he had 
pretenſions; or that of the Biſhop of Nor- 
wich, for an expedition againſt the French 
and Flemings, Both the Duke and the 
Biſhop were armed by Pope Urban the VIth 
with powers for publiſhing a cruſade againſt 
thoſe adherents to his rival, the Antipope 
Clement the VIIth. The Commons gave 
their advice for the latter; which accord» 
ingly took place, and ! failed of ſucceſs by 
the ſeeret endeavours of the Duke of Lan- 


* Rym. Fed. vol. 7. p. 632. 
5 Rot. Parl. 6. R. 2. tit. 14. 


* Froiſſart, Walſingham, Hollipſhed, 
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caſter to obſtruct the Biſhop's deſigns, and 
his affected delay in ſending him - 
cours. 

The chief occaſion of the meeting * the 
Parliament at the latter end of the year 

1383, was to provide for a war with Scot- 
land, which was apprehended to be un- 
avoidable ; the truce being now near ex- 
piring, and the Antipope Clement having, 
by way of repriſals, publiſhed a cruſade 
againſt the Engliſh, and commiſſioned the 
King of Scotland to execute it, Upon 
this, as was uſual' in the like caſes, the * 
Lords Marchers of the North were ordered 
by Parliament to their reſpective countries, 
to fortify their caſtles, and to be in rea- 
dineſs to defend the borders againſt the 
irruption of the Scots. Theſe Lords there- 
fore petitioned, that part of the ſupplies, 
raiſed for the defence of the nation againſt 
Scotland, might be allowed them in con- 
fideration of this ſervice. The matter 
was debated in the Houſe of Lords; and 
the authority of the Biſhop of Winchefter, * 


who was the principal perſan that oppoſed 
their * carried the queſtion 1 


5 Rot. Parl. 7. R. 2. 
* Walſingham, 


them, 
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them, notwithſtanding their great power 


and influence. He alledged, that the 
lands and honours, which they now poſ- 
ſeſſed, had been given them for this very 
purpoſe, that they might be enabled to de- 
fend the borders, and repel the Scots; and 
ſo ſave the kingdom the perpetual trouble 
and expence of ſending forces to thoſe diſ- 
tant parts: that they were in a condition 
to perform this ſervice with eaſe ; whereas 
their anceſtors, without their power or 
riches, and ſupported only by their own 
courage and bravery, had gained many 
victories over thoſe enemies of their coun- 
try. The Parliament, therefore, only 
granted to theſe Lords Commiſſions to 
raiſes forces, and to make repriſals upon 
the Scots. We find, however, that a few 
years after this * they gained this very 


7 The principal of them was Henry Percy Earl of 
Northumberland. See Cotton, Abridg. p. 283. The 
ſame that had been made Marſhal of England by the 
Duke of Lancaſter's means at the end of Edward 3d's 
reign, and Earl of Northumberland at the coronation 
of Richard the 2d. The Caſtle of Workworth in 
Northumberland, and the manor of Rothbury, had been 
granted to his Grandfather for this very ſervice, in the 
beginning of Ed. 3d's time. Cotton, Abridg. p. 11. 
Probably therefore what the Biſhop ſaid upon this oc- 
caſion related chiefly to him. 

8 Rot. Parl. 11. R. 2. tit. 45. 
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point, by petition of the Commons; but 
with declaration, that it was on account 
of the ſudden breaking out of the war, 
and for that time only; and with proteſta- 
tion, that it ſhould not be made a prece- 
dent. 

In the Parliament held at Saliſbury 
the beginning of the next year, the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter was likewiſe one of the 
Lords, whom the Commons choſe to have 
aſſigned as a committee, to confer with 
them upon the propoſal of a treaty of 
peace with France, 

The King and Council, as well as the 
Commons, had recourſe to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter's wiſdom and experience in af- 
fairs of difficulty. Many branches of the 
revenues of the crown were greatly in ar- 
rear: this matter required a particular in- 
ſpection, and an extraordinary power to 
clear it up and ſettle it perfectly. Towards 
the end of the year 1385 ?, the Biſhops of 
Wincheſter and Exeter, and two Bannerets, 
were for this purpoſe joined with the Privy 
Council, and commiſſioned with full powers 
to ſearch and give orders, in the Exchequer 


* Rot. Parl. 7. R 2. part 2. 
* Rot. Parl. 9. R. 2. tit. 43. 
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and elſewhere, as it ſhould ſeem beſt to 
them, concerning all manner of denen due 
to the king. 

In the mean time, the King' $ eum. 
gance, and his immoderate indulgence to 
his favourites, continued to give general 
diſcontent. Courtney, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, encouraged by ſome of the 
nobility, and principally, as it ſhould ſeem, 
by the Duke of Gloceſter, ventured to re. 
monſtrate to the King upon this head; 
and to tell him plainly, that, unleſs he 
would ſuffer himſelf to be better adviſed 
and directed, his proceedings muſt ſoon end 
in the utter ruin of himſelf and his king- 
dom, The King received this reproof 
with great indignation: he loaded the 
Archbiſhop with opprobrious language, 
and the vehemence of his paſſion had car- 
ried him ſtill farther, had not the Duke 
of Gloceſter interpoſed, Upon this the 
Archbiſhop, to expreſs his reſentment, re- 
tired from court: but ſoon met with new 
cauſe of diſguſt, The * Convocation had 
granted the King a ſubſidy in December, 


' Monachus Eveſham. in Vita Richardi adl, ab 
Hearnio editus, 


* Wake's State of the Church, p. 317. 


1384. 
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1384. But the King's neceffities were net 
ſatisfied: and therefore, about the middle 
of January, writs were iſſued for calling 
another Convocation. in Lent; for farther 
ſupplies. The Archbiſhop uſed his utmoſt 
endeavours to divert the King from this 
reſolution of ſummoning a Convocation 
again fo ſoon: he wrote to him, defiring 
him, with great earneſtneſs, to recall his 
writ. He wrote likewiſe to the Biſhop of 
- Wincheſter, who was then at court, as 
well as to ſome. others of his brethren, 
exhorting them to do what they could, to 
perſuade the King to relinquiſh his deſign. 
But the King perſiſted in it. The Arch- 
biſhop obeyed, and ſummoned the convo- 
cation: but, to ſhew his diſſatisfaction, he 
would not aſſiſt at it in perſon, but com- 
miſſioned the Biſhops of London and Win- 
cheſter to preſide in it in his ſtead. 

Theſe ſcattered memorials of the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter's weight and authority, in 
the management of the moſt important 
concerns of the public, I have laid toge- 
ther, as they occurred, in the order of time; 
which leads us now to the extraordinary 
Commiſſion of the tenth year of Richard 
the II. in which he was perſonally con- 
N 2 cerned, 
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cerned, and upon which the remaining 
part of the affairs of this reign principally 
turn. This will require a more full and 
connected relation: and that it may not 
be interrupted and confounded with mat. 
ters of a different nature, it will be proper, 
firſt, to conſider him again in his more 
private capacity, and return to his Epiſ- 
copal acts, and the execution of has cha- 
ritable deſigns, | 
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SECTION VI. 


Ecclefaftical affairs during the reign of 
Richard the Second. 


PON the acceſſion of Richard the 
Second to the throne, Wykeham, 
now delivered from the perſecution of the 
Duke of Lancaſter, and diſengaged, as far 
as his high ſtation and great authority 
would permit, from his former conſtant 
attendance on public affairs, was reſolved 
N 3 to 
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to make uſe of the opportunity and lei. 
ſure which theſe .circumſtances afforded 
him; and applied himſelf to the great work 
of executing his deſign for his two Colleges, 
upon which he had long before been de. 
termined, and for which he had many 
years been making preparations, His whole 
plan, as I have already obſerved, was 
formed at once; and the deſign was noble, 
uniform, and complete. It was no leſs 
than to provide for the perpetual mainte- 
nance and inſtruction of two hundred 
ſcholars, to afford them a liberal ſupport, 
and to lead them through a perfect courſe 
of education ; from the firſt elements of 
letters, through the whole circle of the 
Sciences; from the loweſt claſs. of gram» 
matical learning to the higheſt degrees in 
the ſeveral faculties, It properly and na- 
turally conſiſted of two parts, rightly form- 
ing two eſtabliſhments, the one ſubor- 
dinate to the other. The deſign of the 
one was to lay the foundations of Science, 
that of the other, to raiſe and complete 
the ſuperſtructure; the former was to ſup- 
ply the latter with proper ſubjects, and the 
latter was to improve the advantages re- 
ceived in the former. The plan was truly 
4 great, 


n 
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great, and an original in its kind: as 
Wykeham had no example to follow in it, 
ſo no perſon has yet been found, who has 
had the ability, or the generoſity, to follow 
his example, except one, and that a King 
of England, who has done him the ho- 
nour to adopt and to copy his whole de- 
ſign, | | 

"The work which demanded his atten» 
tion at this time, was to erect his College 
at Oxford; the ſociety of which he had 
already completed and eſtabliſhed, and 
that ſome years before he began to raiſe 
the building, For he proceeded here in 
the ſame method, which, as I have already 
ſhewn, he took at Wincheſter : as he be. 
gan there with forming a private Gram» 
mar School, provided with proper Maſ- 
ters, and maintained and ſupported in 
it the full number of ſcholars, which he 
afterwards eſtabliſhed in his College; ſo 


« Quare pro parte dicti Epiſcopi, qui, ut 
“ aſſerit, ſeptuaginta Scholaribus in grammaticalibus 
« in eadem Civitate ſtudentibus de bonis a Deo ſibi col- 
“ latis pluribus annis vitæ neceſſaria miniſtravit, nobis 
„ fuit humiliter ſupplicatym.”——From Pope Urban 
6th's Bulle of Licence, to found the College at Win- 


_—_ &c, dated June 1. 1378, Lib. H. Coll. Wint. 
ol. 81, 
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at Oxford, in the firſt place, he formed 


his Society, appointed them a Governor, 
allowed them a liberal maintenance, pro- 
vided them with lodgings, and gave them 
rules and directions for their behaviour 
not only that his beneficence might not 
ſeem to lie fruitleſs and ineffectual, while 
it was only employed in making his 
chaſes of lands, and raiſing his building, 
which would take up a conſiderable time 
but that he might beſtow his earlieſt at. 
tention, and his greateſt care, in forming 
and perfecting the principal part of his 
deſign ; and that the life and ſoul, as it 
were, might be ready to inform and ani- 
mate the body of his College, as ſoon as 
it could be finiſhed, and ſo the whole fyſ; 
tem be at once completed in every part 
of it, This preparatory eſtabliſhment, I 
imagine, took place about the fame time 
with that of Wincheſter, that is, in the 
year 1373 ; which agrees with the account 
that ſome * authors give, that it was ſeven 
years before the foundation of the build» 
ing was laid: but they are miſtaken, in 
ſuppoſing that there were only fifty ſcho- 


2 Martin, Wood, Harpsfield, Godwin. 
lars 
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lars maintained by him in this manner; 
for it appears. by the Rolls of Accounts of 
New College, that in the year 1376 the 
Society conſiſted of a Warden and ſeventy 
Fellows, called Pauperes Scolares Vene- 
rabilis Domini Domini Wilhelmi de Wyke- 
ham Wynton. Epiſcopi; and that it had 
been eſtabliſhed, probably to the ſome num - 
ber, at leaſt as early as September 1375. 
Richard Toneworth, fellow of Merton 
College, was appointed by him Gover» 
nor of this Society, with the title of Ware 
den, and a ſalary of 20 l. a year. 
The Fellows were lodged in Blakehall, Herts 
hall, Shulehall, Maydenhall, and Hamer- 
hall: the expence of their lodging amount- 
ed to 10 J. 13 8. 4d. a year, They were 
allowed each of them 18. 6d. a week for 
their commons: and they had proper ſervants 
to attend them, who had ſuitable ſtipends. 
In the + year 1379, the Biſhop com- 
pleted his ſeveral purchaſes of lands for 
the ſite of his College, and immediately 
took his meaſures for erecting his building. 
In the firſt place, he obtained the * King's 

Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. 

* Ant. Wood, Hiſt, Univ, Oxon. lib. 2. p. 129. 


$ A. Wood. ibid, EX. Pat. 3. R. 2. P · I, Mm. 33. & 
Index Rot. Pat. 3. R. 2. Bibliothec. Cotton. Titus, c. 3. 
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Patent, granting him licence to found 
College: it is dated June goth, 1379. He 
procured likewiſe the Pope's Bulle to the 
ſame effect. He publiſhed his Charter uf 
Foundation November 26th following ; by 
which he entitled his College, Heintt 
Marie College of Wyncheſtre in Oxen- 
ford, It was then vulgarly called the New 
College; which became in time a fort: of 
proper name for it, and in common uſe 
continues to be ſo to this day. At the 
ſame time, upon the reſignation of Tone- 
worth, he conſtituted his kinſman Nicho- 
Jas Wykeham Warden, with a ſalary of 


40 l. a year. On the 5th of March: fol. 


lowing, at eight o'clock in the morning, 
the foundation ſtone was laid: the build- 
ing was finiſhed in ſix years; and the 80- 
eiety made their public entrance into it 


with much ſolemnity and devotion, fing- 


ing Litanies, and marching in proceſſion, 


Prom. Statut. Coll. Oxon, 

7 Regiſt. 2. Coll. Nov. fol. 138. N 

Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. & Brev. 11 
The expreſſion in both is, hora- quarta ante men- 
diem, and afterwards, hora tertia ante meridiem. 
Wykeham did not lay the firſt ſtone in perſon, a 
ſome authors ſay; he was that day at Southwark. Re. 
gilt. Wykeham, part 2. in Ordinat. 


with 


WILLIAM or WYKEHAM, 187 


with the Croſs borne before them, at nine 
o'clock in the morning, on the 14th of 
April, 1386. The Society * en of a 
Warden and ſeventy poor Scholars, Clerks, 
students in Theology, Canon and Civil 
Law, and Philoſophy : twenty are ap- 
pointed to the ſtudy of Laws, ten of 
them to that of the Canon, and ten to 
that of the Civil Law ; the remaining fifty 
are to apply themſelves to Philoſophy (or 
Arts) and Theology ; two' of them, how- 


ever, are permitted to apply themſelves to 
the ſtudy of Medicine, and two likewiſe 


to that of Aftronomy ; all of whom are 
obliged to be in Prieſts Orders within a 
certain time, except in caſe of lawful im- 


diment. Beſides theſe there are o 
Prieſts three 'Clerks, and fixteen boys © 


Choriſters, to miniſter i in the ſervice of the 
Chapel. 

The body of ſtatutes, which Wykeham 
gave to his College, was a work upon 
which he beſtowed much time and con- 
ſtant attention. It was the reſult of great 
meditation and ſtudy, aſſiſted, confirmed, 
and brought to maturity, by long obſerva- 


Statut. Coll. Oxon, 
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tion and experience. He began it with 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of his Society, and 
he was continually improving and perfect. 
ing it almoſt as long as he lived. And ag; 
cordingly it has been always conſidered 
as the moſt judicious and the moſt com- 
plete performance in its kind, and as the 
beſt model which the founders of Col- 
leges in ſucceeding times had to follow; 
and which indeed moſt of them have ei 
ther copied, or cloſely imitated. 6 
That the firſt draught of bis ſat 
was made as early as I have mentioned, 
appears from a letter of Wykeham him. 
felf, which he wrote to the Warden of his 
College, ſoon after the Society had made 
their firſt entrance into it. In this letter 
he ſpeaks of his ſtatutes, as duly publiſhed 
and promulged, and in times paſt fre- 
quently made known unto them, The great 
care and attention, which he employed in 
reviſing his ſtatutes from time ta time, and 
in improving them continually, appears 
very evidently from an ancient draught of 
them (till extant *; in which the many al- 


See Appendix, Ne IX, 
In Archiv, Coll. Nov. 
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terations, correCtions, and additions, made 
in the margin, ſhew plainly how much 
pains he beſtowed upon this important 
work ; with how much deliberation, and 
with what great exactneſs, he weighed 
every the moſt minute particular belonging 
to it. The text of theſe ſtatutes appears, 
by ſome circumſtances which it is needleſs 
here to enlarge upon, to have been drawn 
up about the year 1386; and therefore 
they cannot be the firſt, which he ever made; 
ſince at that time he ſpeaks of his ſtatutes, 
as often and long before publiſhed, At 
the end of the year 1389, he appointed 
Commiſſaries to receive the oaths of the 
Warden and Scholars of his College, to 
obſerve the ſtatutes, which he then tranſ- 
mitted to them, ſealed witli his ſeal : this 
was a new edition of them, much corrected 
and improved; for, I ſuppoſe, it contained 
all the marginal alterations and additions 
above mentioned, He gave a third edition 
of his ſtatutes, reckoning from the time 
when his College was finiſhed, ſtill much 
enlarged and corrected, an ancient copy of 
which likewiſe is yet remaining *: it was 


3 Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 102, 
Coll. Nov. penes Dom. Cuſtodem, 


N 7 pro- 
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probably of the year 1393. In * the 
year 1400, he appointed another Com. 
miſſion for the ſame purpoſe, and in the 
ſame form, with that of the year 1389; 
with that he ſent to his College a new 
edition likewiſe of his ſtatutes, ſtill reviſed 
and enlarged: it is the laſt which he gaye, 
and is the ſame with that now in force, 
The original drawings of a great Maſter, 
compared with the finiſhed paintings which 
he has made from them, let us more in- 
timately into the true ſpirit of his deſign; 
they lay open his whole train of thinking 
and diſcoyer the reaſons of all the moſt 
minute alterations which are made in the 
progreſs of the work. We ſee evident 
marks of his invention in compoſing, his 
care in expreſling, his judgement in cor- 
recting: and have the pleaſure of tracing 
the ſeveral ſteps by which the whole piece 
has been brought to perfection: and it 
ſometimes alſo happens, that we have rea- 
ſon to regret the effects of too much {tudy 


Rat. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 39 3. In Expns, 
© Magiſtr. Johannis Haſeley & Roberti Keton, eqult. 
” — ad Dominum Fundatorem pro ſtatutis refor- 
4 mandis a 24 die Mail p. 10 dies continuo ſequentes, 
4% 188. 6d,” Regiſt, Wykeham. ſub dat. Mall 12. 1396. 

— in ſtatutis diéti Coll. ultimo correftis —.“ 

pay Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 182. L 


and 
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and application, of accuracy and correct- 
neſs purſued too far; when the col en- 
deavours of art have not been able to 
reach the warm ſtrokes of genius, and per- 
haps ſome particular parts of the finiſhed 
iece have even wanted the propriety and 

juſtneſs, which they had in the firſt com- 
poſition. In a work. of imitation, the artiſt 
endeavours to expreſs the moſt ſimple ap- 
ances of nature, her freeſt and moſt un- 
diſguiſed features, attitudes, and operations; 
and the firſt impreſſions of theſe, upon a 
warm imagination, are commonly the live- 
lieſt and the trueſt. In a work of policy, 
the legiſlator ought to have chiefly in view 
the leading motives and main ſprings of 
human action; and theſe are open and 
obvious, the moſt eaſily inveſtigated, and 
the moſt readily ſet to work. The more 
ſimple the compoſition of his ſyſtem, the 
more ſurely will it attain its end, without 
diſorder or impediment. Subordinate parts, 
and inferior but more complicated prin- 
ciples, will indeed require much care and 
conſideration: even all the leſſer circum- 
ſtances ought to be well weighed, and every 
precaution taken to prevent perverſion and 
abuſe, Yet may this cloſe attention to parti- 
culars be eafily carried to exceſs; too much 
: | refine- 
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refinement vill only give the greater 7 
and advantage to evaſion; and tis the 


uſual misfortune of frequent alteration in 
a plan once in the main well ad) uſted; 
that while it improves ſome parts, it 18 at. 
tended with unforeſeen inconvenience in 
others, perhaps, of greater conſequence, 
Something of this kind, I think, may be 
obſerved in one of the laſt reviſions which 
Wykeham made of his ſtatutes ; and that 
in a point of conſiderable importance, the 
manner of election into his College at Ox- 
ford, which ſeems then to have been un« 
happily altered for the worſe, The me» 
thod which he had eſtabliſhed at firſt, and 
which was accordingly obſerved, I believe, 
till the year 1393, was to fill up the va 
cancies of the preceding year by an annual 
election ; and that, in caſe before nine or 
ten months of the current year were paſt, 
there ſhould happen ſix or more vacancies, 
they were to be filled up by an interelection. 
The only inconvenience of this method 
was, that the Society would very often want 
of its full complement of members; and 
Wykeham was very unwilling, that any 
part of his bounty ſhould ever lie dormant 
and inactive. By making it a pre- elec- 
tion, %o ſupply the vacancies — 
eac 


* 
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each as they ſhould fall in the year enſuing, 
he effectually prevented this inconvenience z 
but at the ſame time opened a door to 
much greater inconveniences, to which the 
new method has been found - liable ? ; to 
the greateſt poſſible perverſion of his cha- 
% a ſhameful traffic between the Fel- 
low of the College, that begins to ſit looſe 
to the Society, and the preſumptive ſuc- 
ceſſor; an abuſe of which he was not 
aware, the ſimplicity and probity of that 
age perhaps ' affording no example of 
the like, The laws * of the Realm have 
ſince endeavoured to remedy all abuſes of 
this kind, but in vain; nor is it perhaps 
in the power of thoſe, who are moſt con- 
cerned to do it, to prevent them in every 
inſtance : but it behoves all ſuch to exert 
their utmoſt diligence and reſolution in 
putting an effectual ſtop to ſo ſcandalous 
a practice, if they have any regard for the 
honour of their Society, or for their own 
reputation, 

Wykeham endowed his College with 
lands and eſtates, whoſe revenues, at that 
time, were fully ſufficient for the ſupport 
of it, and amply ſupplied all the uſes and 
purpoſes for which he deſigned it: he me 


7 See Appendix. Ne XII. 
See Statute 31. Eliz. chap. 6. 
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cured a ” Bulle of the Pope, confirtning tis 


E . 1 


ſtatutes, and exempting his College from all f 
juriſdiction, Legatine, Archi-Epiſcopal and g 


Epiſcopal, except that of the Biſhop's 
Wincheſter : for by his ſtatutes he had ap. 
pointed his ſucceſſors the Biſhops of Win: Ml : 
cheſter to be the ſole Viſitors of it, recom- 
mending it to their protection and patron. 
age, He himſelf, as long as he lived, che. 
riſhed his young Society with all the care 
and affection of a tender parent. He a. 
ſiſted * them with his directions in the ma- 
nagement of all their affairs: he held ſe- 
veral viſitations of his College by his Com- 
miſſaries; namely, in the years 138g), 
1392, and 1400. And from thence he 
ſupplied himſelf with men of learning and 
abilities, whom he admitted to a more in- 
timate attendance upon him, and by whom 
he tranſacted all his buſineſs: ſuch were 
Nicholas Wykeham, John Elmer, John 


7 In Archivis Regiſtrarii Archidiaconatiis Winton, 
Dated July 19, 1398. 

Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. paſſim. See Appendix, 
No IX. X and Xl. 
» Regiſt, Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 74. 
1 Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. hujus anni, 

* Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 182. 
. 3 Regiſt, Wykcham, & Rot, Comp. Coll, Now. 
paſſim. 
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and Robert Keton, Walter Aude, Simon 
Membury, and others; whom he rewarded 
with ample preferments. | 

While the Biſhop was engaged in build» 
ing his College at. Oxford, he eſtabliſhed 
in proper form his Society at Wincheſter. 
His * Charter of foundation bears date 
October the 2oth, 1382, by which he no- 
minates Thomas de Cranle Warden, ad- 
mits the Scholars, and gives his College the 
ſame name of Seinte Marie College of 
Wyncheſter. The next year after he 
had finiſhed his building at Oxford, he 
began that at Wincheſter, for which he 
* had obtained both the Pope's and the 
King's licence long before, A natural af- 
fection and prejudice for the very place, 
which he had frequented in his early days, 
ſeems to have had its weight in determin- 


Lib H. Coll. Wint. fol. 8 5. 

He had been Fellow of Merton College; was made 
Warden of New College by the Founder, 1389; he was 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford; made Arch- 
biſhop of Dublin, 1397 ; died 1417, For a farther ac- 
count of his uncommon endowments and abilities, ſee 
Ware de Præſul. Hibern or Annals of Ireland, in 
Camden's Britannia, Edit, Gibſon, Appendix to Vol. 11. 

Lib. H Coll. Wint. fol. 23 and 81, Note, that 


the Pope's Bulle of licence is dated June 1, 1378. The # | 


King's was obtained, an. Richardi II, Cto. Index Rot. 
Pat, Biblioth, Cotton. "Titus, c. 3. 
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ing the ſituation of it: the ſchool *, which 
Wykeham went to when he was a boy, 
was where his College now ſtands. The 
firſt ? ſtone was laid on March the abth,' 
1387, at nine o'clock in the morning} it 
took up ſix years likewife in building, and 
the Warden and Society made their ſolemn 
entrance into it, chanting in proceſſion, at 
nine o'clock in the morning on March the 
28th, 1393. The ſchool had now ſubſiſted 
near twenty years, having been opened. at 
Michaelmaſs 1373. It was co 
eſtabliſhed from the firſt to its full num. 
ber of ſeventy Scholars, and to all other 
intents and purpoſes; and continued all 
along to furniſh the Society at Oxford 
with proper ſubjects by election. It wa 
at firſt committed to the care of a Ma- 
ter and Undermaſter only: in the year 
1382, it was placed under the ſuperior 
government of a Warden. This was the 
whole Society that made their formal en- 
trance into it, as abovementioned, Till 
the College was erected, they were pro- 
vided with lodgings in the * pariſh of 8 t. 


John 
s MS. Coll, Wint, 7 | 
7 Tratat, in Vet. Regiſt. Coll. Wint. & Brey,Chron. 
See Appendix, Ne X. It is called the po by 
t. 
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John upon the Hill. The“ firſt nomina- 
tion of Fellows was made by the Founder 
on the aoth of December, 1394. He no- 
minated five only, tho' he had at that 
time determined the number to ten, But 
the Chapel was not yet quite finiſhed 
nor was it dedicated and conſecrated till 
the middle of the next year : ſoon after 
which, we may ſuppoſe, that the full num- 
ber of Fellows, and of all other members 
deſigned to bear a more particular rela- 
tion to the ſervice of it, was completed 
by him. The whole Society * conſiſts of 
a Warden, ſeventy poor Scholars, to be 
inſtructed in Grammatical learning, ten 
ſecular Prieſts perpetual Fellows, three 
Prieſts Chaplains, three Clerks, and ſixteen 
Choriſters: and for the inſtruction of the 
Scholars, a Schoolmaſter, and an Under- 
maſter or Uſher, 

The ſtatutes, which he gave to his Col- 
lege at Wincheſter, and which are referred 
to in the Charter of Foundation, are as it 
were the counterpart of thoſe of his Col- 


| i 


<= ww 


St. John Baptiſt upon St. Giles's Hill, in Regiſt, Coll. 
| Wint, an. 1453. 
5 Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 132. 
* Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 136. 
Statut. Coll. Wint. 
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lege at Oxford: he amended, improved. 
and enlarged the former, by the ſame ſtep, 
as he had done the latter ; and he gave'the 
laſt edition, and * received the oaths of 
the ſeveral members of the Society to the 
obſervance of them, by his Commiſſaries 
appointed for that purpoſe, September the 
gth, 1400. In this caſe he had no occa. 
ſion to make a particular proviſion in con- 
ſtituting a Viſitor of his College; the ſ. 
tuation of it coincided with his deſign, and 
he left it under the Ordinary Juriſdiction of 
the Dioceſan, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
Beſides, he had here taken a farther precau- 
tion for ſecuring the due obſervance of his 
ſtatutes, by making his College at Win- 
cheſter ſubordinate, as well in government 
and diſcipline, as in uſe and deſign, to that 
at Oxford, He placed the former under 
the conſtant care and inſpection of the 
latter, by appointing a ſolemn Viſitation 
to be held there every year, by the Warden 
of his ſuperior College in conjunction with 
two other Superviſors annually choſen out 
of the Fellows of the ſame College. 
Wykeham enjoyed for many years the 


pleaſure, a pleaſure the greateſt to a good 


3 Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 18 1. 
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and generous heart that can be enjoyed, of 
ſeeing the good effects of his own benefi- 
cence, and receiving in them the proper 
reward of his pious labours ; of obſerving 
his Colleges growing .up under his eye, 
and continually bringing forth thoſe fruits 
of virtue, piety, and learning, which he 
had reaſon to expect from them, They 
continued ſtill to riſe in reputation, and * 
furniſhed the Church and State with many 
eminent and able men in all profeſſions, 
Not long after his death, one of his own 
Scholars, whom he had himſelf ſeen edu- 
cated in both his Societies, and raiſed un- 
der his inſpection, and probably with his 
favour and aſſiſtance in conjunction with 
his own great merits, to a * conſiderable de- 
gree of 'eminence, became an illuſtrious 
follower of his great example. This was 


4 « Non equidem fefellit opinio : nam inde, velut ex 
«* equo Trojano, viri omni tempore virtute excellentes 
« prodeunt,” Polyd. Virgil. Ang Hiſt, lib. xix. , 

« Neque Collegium quodvis allud vel plures, vel ad 
« negotia tum ſacra tum civilia procuranda magis id- 
* oncos, in Eccleſiam aut Rempublicam emiſiſſe con- 
„ ſtat,” A, Wood, Hiſt, Univ, Oxon. Lib. II. p. 158, 

 « Venerabilis Vir Magiſter Henricus Chichele, 
LL b. Canonicus Sarum. Reverendi in Chriſto Patris 
* domini Richardi Dei gratia Epiſc. Sarum, in remo- 
* tis agentis Vicarius ig Spiritualibus Generalls. Jun. q, 
* 1398,” —Regilt, Wykeham, part 1. fol. 286. 
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Henry Chicheley, Archbiſhop- of Canter. 
bury; who, beſides a Chantry and Hof. 
| pital, which he built at Higham- Ferrer 
the place of his birth, founded likewiſe All 
Souls College in Oxford, for the tmainte. 
nance of forty Fellows (beſides Chaplaing, 
Clerks, and Choriſters) who, according to 
Wykeham's plan, are appointed, twenty. 
four of them to the ſtudy of Theology and 
Philoſophy, and the remaining ſixteen to 
that of the Canon and Civil Laws. He 


gave a handſome teſtimony of his affection, 


eſteem, and gratitude, towards the College 
in which he had received his Academical 
education, by a conſiderable preſent, (1231, 
6s. and 8 d. to be a fund for loans to the 
Fellows on proper occaſions ;) and by ap- 
pointing Dr. Richard Andrews, one of that 
Society, and with whom he had contracted 
a perſonal acquaintance there, to be the 
firſt Governor of his own College. 

Shortly after this, Henry the Sixth foun- 
ded his two Colleges of Eton and Cam- 
bridge, intirely upon Wykeham's plan, 
whoſe ſtatutes he has tranſcribed without 
any material alteration, While the King 


A. Wood. Hiſt. Univ, Oxon. lib. 2. p. 172, Ke. 
Tanner. Notit. Monaſt, p. 388, and 441. 


was 
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was employed in this pious work, he ! fre- 
quently honoured Wincheſter College with 
his preſence ; not only to teſtify the favour 
and regard which he bore to that Society, 
but that he might alſo more nearly inſpect, 
and perſonally examine, the laws, the ſpi- 
rit, the ſucceſs, and good effects, of an in- 
ſtitution, which he propoſed to himſelf for 
a model. From hence it appears, that his 
imitation of Wykeham's plan was not o -- 
ing to a caſual thought of his own, or a 
partial recommendation from another, or 
an approbation founded only on common 
report or popular opinion ; but was the 
reſult of deliberate inquiry, of knowledge 
and experience, He came to Wincheſter 

College five ſeveral times with this deſign, 

and was afterwards frequently there, during 

his reſidence for above a month at Wi- 
cheſter, when the Parliament was held 
there in the year 1449. He was always 
received with all the honours and reſpect 

due to fo illuſtrious a gueſt, and as con- 
ſtantly teſtified his ſatisfaction by ſome me- 
morial of his good-will and affection to- 
wards the Society. At one time, he made 


S 


2 
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7 See Appendix, Ne XIII. 
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them a preſent of one hundred , to 
adorn the high altar, with * which was pur- 
chaſed a pair of large baſons of ſilver gilt: 
at another, he gave his beſt robe, ſave one, 
conſiſting of cloth of tiſſue of gold and fur 
of ſables, which ' was likewiſe applied to 
the uſe of the Chapel : at others, he gave 
a chalice of gold, two phials of gold, and 
a tabernacle of gold, adorned * with pre- 
cious ſtones, and with the images of the 
Holy Trinity, and the Bleſſed Virgin, of 
Chryſtall, He moreover confirmed and 
enlarged the liberties and privileges, which 
his Royal Predeceſſors had granted to that 
Society. 

William of Waynflete was Schoolmaſter 
of Wincheſter College, at the time when 
the King made his firſt viſit, and had been 
ſo about eleven years: he had filled that 
important poſt with ſuch ability, and had 
executed his office with ſuch diligence, judge- 
ment, and ſucceſs, that the King, to give 
his new ſeminary the greateſt advantage it 
could poſſibly have, that of an excellent 


Vet. Regiſt. Coll. Wint. 
9 Ibid. : Ibid. 
2 Regiſt, Coll. Wint. 


and 
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and approved inſtructor, removed him next 
year to the ſame * employment at Eton. 
He ſoon afterwards made him Provoſt of 
Eton College ; and then, by his recommen- 
dation, Biſhop of Wincheſter, Waynflete 
continued many years in this ſtation, and 
was thence enabled to become another ge- 
nerous imitator- of his great predeceſſor 
Wykeham, in his * noble and ample foun- 
dation of Magdalen College in Oxford. 
He alſo paid New College, out of his eſteem 
for it, and reſpect to its Founder, (for he 
had never been himſelf of that Society) the 
compliment, of chooſing from thence Dr. 
Richard Mayew to be Preſident of his Col- 
lege; and * of permitting his Fellows to 
have an equal regard to the members of 
the ſame Society with thoſe of their own, 
in the choice of their Preſidents for the fu- 
ture, 

Having mentioned the ſingular honour 
done to Wincheſter College by the repeated 
viſits of a Royal Gueſt, I cannot wholly 
paſs over ſome diſtinctions of the ſame 


3 Budden. in Vita Waynfleti. Parker, ad an. 1447. 

+ A. Wood. Hiſt. Univ. Oxon, lib. 2. p. 187, &c. 
Tanner. Notit. Monaſt. p. 441. 

Statut. Coll. Magd. Oxon, 
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kind, as they happen to be recorded, 
which Wykeham's other College received 
in his lifetime; and which were intended 
as teſtimonies of reſpect to its. Founder, az 
well as of favour to the Society, About 
5 the latter end of the year 1388, a 
Great Council was held at Oxford, at 
which the principal of the nobility aſſiſted. 
The New College, as it was called, was 
at this time an object of curioſity ; it was 
but lately finiſhed, and was by much the 
moſt conſiderable in its appearance of any 
then extant: ſo that tis no wonder, if the 
great perſonages there aſſembled expreſſed 
an inclination to ſee it. Nicholas Wyke- 
ham the Warden, either in compliance 
with the Founder's general directions, or 
more probably in obedience to his expreſs 
orders on this occaſion, took this oppor- 
tunity of ſending them an invitation to 
his College, which was accepted; and he 
had the honour of entertaining the nobt- 
lity with their attendants at his lodgings, 


Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1388-9,— Et in 
*« Expens. fact. in Aula Cuſtodis tempore Conſilii Re- 
6 gis & aliorum Dominorum regni per Magiſtrum Nicho- 
„ Jaum de Wykeham pro tunc cuſtod. pro diverſis Do- 
minis & eorum famul. vi. I. xiii, d. 

But 
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But the * moſt memorable compliment of 
this kind was paid to that Society about 
four years afterwards by the Duke of Lan- 
caſter, He made a viſit to the College, 
accompanied by four Knights, and a large 
train of attendants; and was entertained 
there, according ? to the conſtant uſage of 
that time, with comfits, ſpaces, and wine. 
I mention this the rather, as it is a proof, 
that the Biſhop of Wincheſter was at this 
time upon very good terms with the Duke ; 
as indeed he had been ever ſince, as well as 
before, the great diſagreement, that hap- 
pened between them at the end of Edward 
the Third's time. We * find them, very 
ſoon after this great quarrel, joining toge- 
ther in a common ſuit, in behalf of the 
Dean and Chancellor of St. Paul's London, 
and the Biſhop of London's Vicar General, 
to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; who had 
publiſhed a ſevere ſentence of deprivation 
againſt them for reſiſting his authority. 


Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1392-3. Et in 
e expenſ. fat, pro Domino Duce Lancaſtr. cum iv. 
« Militibus & aliis multis de familia ſua venient. ad Col- 
« legium 13 die Feb. videlicet in 2 lib. de confect. & 
„ + lib. draget. & 6 lagen. vini. vi. ſ. x. d.“ 

Froiſſart. paſſim. 

* Parker, Antiq. Brit. ad an. 1379. 
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and when the cauſe of it ceaſed, like true 
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Nor do there remain any indications, | 


any the leaſt traces, of ill-will ſubſiſting be. 
tween them ever after. Their enmity was 
occaſional and political only, not perſonal; 


courtiers, they dropped their reſentment; 
and became good friends : I mean, as good 
friends, as courtiers uſually are, and very 
ready to pay one another, upon all com- 
mon occaſions, the mutual offices of civi- 
lity, attention, and reſpect. f 

To proceed to ſome farther memorial 
of Wykeham, in his Epiſcopal capacity: 
The Archbiſhops of Canterbury and the 
Abbots of St, Auſtin's in the ſame city in- 
terfered very much with one another in 
their ſituation and privileges; and it was 
not to be expected, that two ſuch great 
perſonages, in ſuch circumſtances, ſhould 
ever be good neighbours. The conſtant 
jealouſy that aroſe from hence was in ef- 
fect the cauſe of frequent diſputes between 
them : the Archbiſhops watched every op- 
portunity of eſtabliſhing a diſputed power; 
and the Abbots were always upon their 
guard againſt all attempts from that quar- 
ter. In? the year 1380, Sudbury Arch- 


W. Thorn. Chronica apud X Scriptores, col. 2155. 
iſhop 
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biſhop of Canterbury had a mind to aſſert 
his authority over the Abby, as Legate by 
office of the Holy See, tho it was exempt 
from his Archiepiſcopal juriſdiction : he 
pretended to make a viſit of devotion to the 
bodies of the ſaints buried there, and was 
coming thither robed in his Pontificals, and 
with the Croſs carried before him. Mi- 
chael Peckham the Abbot, alledging, in 
defence of the priviledge and exemption of 
his Abby, that he had no right to come 
thither in ſuch form and without permiſ- 
ſion, ſhut rhe gates againſt him; and placed 
a guard of armed men there to reſiſt him, 
if he ſhould attempt to enter by force. Here 
was matter enough for a long and violent 
contention : the Archbiſhop made his com- 
plaint to the Pope of the injury and af- 
front offered him, and the Abbot on the 
other hand pleaded the rights and immu- 
nities of his Abby. The Pope referred the 
whole matter to Wykeham, and by his 
Bulle gave him full powers to judge in the 
cauſe, to cite all perſons, however privi- 
ledged and exempted, and to give ſentence 
in it, which was to be final and without ap- 
peal. Wykeham ſeems to have been very 
properly choſen upon this occaſion, as one 

6 to 
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to whom neither party was like to have gny 
exception, as judge or mediator in the dif. 
pute: the Archbiſhop could have no dif, 
truſt of one of his brethren 3 and no Bj 
ſhop would probably have been more agree. 
able to the Abbot, than the perſan from 
* whoſe hands, by the Pape's permiſſion, 
and at his own requeſt, he had received 
the ſolemn benedidtion on his promotion 
to that great dignity, But he had too 
much experience and caution to be over. 
haſty in proceeding in ſo delicate an affair, 
in which the moſt prudent and upright 
arbitrator could only expect to reap offence 
and ill-will from one or other, or perhaps 
both the parties. However, the miſerable 
fate. of the poor Archbiſhop, who about 
the middle of the next year was murdered 
by the rebe on Towerhill, prevented all 
difficulties of this kind, and put an end to 
the whole diſpute for the preſent. My 

author, an honeſt Monk, at that very time 
one of the fraternity of St. Auſtin's, and 
no doubt a vehement ſtickler for the pri- 
vileges of his houſe, ſeems to think his Ab- 
bot was endowed with the gift of prophe- 


_ 1 Regiſtr, Wykeham, part 1. fol. 65. W. Thorn, 
ibid, col. 2151. 
CY, 
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cy, in his anſwer to ſome threatenings of 
the Archbiſhop ; and piouſly ſuppoſes, that 
the Prelate's unhappy end was a judgement 
from heaven, inflicted on him by the ſaints 
and patrons of the Monaſtery, exerting 
themſelves in defence of God's ſervants. 

In * the year 1382 the Biſhops and Cler- 
gy began to be greatly alarmed at the pro- 
greſs, which Wickliff's principles and doc- 
trines were daily making, and eſpecially 
in the Univerſity of Oxford, Several Pro- 
feflors and Doctors, of the firſt diſtinction 
for learning there, began to defend and 
maintain them 1n the ſchools, and to preach 
them publicly ; and in fo doing were open- 
ly encouraged and ſupported by the coun- 
tenance of the magiſtrates of the Univerſity, 
and particularly by the authority of the 
Chancellor Dr. Robert Rygge. 

Courtney * Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
thought it high time to inquire into this 
matter, and to take proper meaſures for 
putting a ſtop to this growing ſect: for 
this purpoſe, and to give all poſſible weight 
and ſolemnity to his proceedings, he ſum- 


A. Wood, Hiſt, Univ, Oxon, lib. 1. p. 190, Fox, 


ol. 1. p. 407. 
' Wilkins Concil, Mag. Brit, Vol, 3. p. 157, &c. 
P moned 
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moned to his aſſiſtance ſome of his brethren 
the Biſhops, and ſeveral other Doctors in 
Divinity and Laws; all of them perſoms 
moſt eminent for their {kill and learning, 
and ſoundneſs in religion. They met at 
the Black Friars London, and having ex 
amined the concluſions reported to have 
been. maintained by theſe Preachers, 'un- 
animouſly condemned them, ſome as he. 
retical, others as erroneous. This deter- 
mination the Archbiſhop ſent down to 
Oxford, ordering at the ſame time the 
Chancellor to aſſiſt at the publiſhing, b) 
the Bedel of the Faculty of Divinity, this 
ſolemn condemnation of Wickliff's tenets, 
The Chancellor not only refuſed to obey 
the Archbiſhop's mandate, on pretence that 
it was an infringement of the privileges of 
the Univerſity, but threatened to oppoſe 
by force any one, that ſhould attempt to 
publiſh the articles of condemnation, Ae- 
cordingly he got a conſiderable number of 
the party, armed, as it was ſaid, under 
their gowns, to attend him; and by this 
means ſo intimidated the Archbiſhop 
agents, that no one dared to move in it. 
Dr. Philip Repyngdon, at this time the 


molt ſtrenuous and the moſt able ate” 
0 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 211 
of Wickliff's cauſe, (tho' ſoon afterwards 
he recanted, and, being made Biſhop of 
Lincoln, became the moſt vehement op- 
poſer and perſecutor of it) had given out 
beforehand, that he would maintain Wick- 
liffs doctrines in his ſermon at St. Frideſ- 
wyd's on the feaſt of Corpus Chriſti; and 
he did not fail to anſwer the expectation he 
had raiſed. The Chancellor, who had ap- 
pointed him to preach, was preſent, and 
being ſurrounded by a guard of his party, 
protected him from all interruption and, 
inſult; and afterwards openly received him 
with marks of approbation, and returned 
him thanks. The Archbiſhop, upon re- 
port made to him of theſe particulars, cited 
the Chancellor to appear before him. The 
Chancellor obeyed, and came before the 
Archbiſhop, and his Synod of Biſhops and 
Doctors, once more ſolemnly conyened at 
the Black Friars, 

The Biſhop of Wincheſter aſſiſted at 
each of — Aſſemblies, and was, after 
the Archbiſhop, the principal perſon there. 
What ſhare he took in the management of 
this affair, or with what ſpirit he acted in 
it, does not at all appear from any authen- 
tic evidence, except in this one circum- 

P 2 ſtance: 
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ſtance : that + when the Chancellor made 
his ſubmiſſion to the Archbiſhop, and beg. 
ged pardon for his offence, the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter ſtrenuouſly interceded for him, 
and with much difficulty procured his 
peace z upon which the Archbiſhop was ſa 
tified with reprimanding him for what 
was paſt, and giving him a ſevere admo- 
nition with regard to his behaviour for 
the future, It ſhould ſeem from hence, 
that Wykeham was inclined to mild and 
gentle methods of proceeding in this im- 
portant and delicate buſineſs : but the 
Biſhops in general were not in the ſame 
way of thinking ; contrary meaſures were 
purſued ; the Wickliffiſts were perſecuted 
and diſperſed; the ſeeds of the Reformation 
were ſown more widely, and the harveſt, 
by being delayed, became the more plen- 
tiful, 

A great * quarrel happened this year 
between the Priory of St. Frideſwyd and 
the Univerſity of Oxford, on occaſion of 
the latter's encroaching upon certain rights 
and privileges of the former. The Kang, 
upon frequent complaints made to him by 


A. Wood. & Fox, ibid. 
A. Wood, Hiſt, Univ, Oxon. lib. 1. p. 189. 
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the Priory, interpoſed more than once with 
his authority, by writs directed to the 
Univerſity, forbidding all fuch encroach- 
ments; but without effe&t, Upon which he 
gave a commiſſion to the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter and ſix others, to inquire into the 
merits of the cauſe, and to determine it 
finally, The Commiſſioners gave judge- 
ment in favour of the Priory, and the Uni- 
verſity ſubmitted to their deciſion, 

The Biſhop ! of Wincheſter was likewiſe 
one of four Commiſſioners appointed by 
the King to judge in a diſpute that had 
ariſen among the fellows of Oriel College, 
on occaſion of the election of a Provoſt in 
the year 1385; which was happily com- 
poſed by their interpoſition, 

In * the year 1393, Wykeham held a 
fourth Viſitation of the Monaſtery of his 
Cathedral Church of Wincheſter, The 
principal objects of his inquiry at this 
time were, the ſtate and condition of the 
Fabrick ; and that of the Society, both in 
reſpect of the number of members, and 


* MS. Rymer. R. 2, Vol. 2. Ne 64. dated Nov. 18. 


an. reg. 6, 


A. Wood. Hiſt, Univ, Oxon. Lib. 1. p. 194. 
* MS, Harleian. Ne 328, fol. 12, &c. 
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the proper ſupply of proviſions e to 
them. The Convent had in former times 
conſiſted of ſixty Monks, but was now re. 
duced to forty-ſix; and theſe were but 
ſcantily ſerved with proviſions: for the 
Priors had for ſome time converted to their 
own uſe the profits of certain eſtates, which 
were appropriated to the neceſſary ſupport 
of the Monks; and this had been the occa- 
ſion of much diſſenſion between them and 
their ſuperior. The Biſhop by his Injunc- 
tions orders, that the number of Monks 
be increaſed to ſixty, as ſoon as may be; 
and that the Prior, for the time being, 
pay yearly out of his profits 40 I. towards 
their due ſupport: upon which conſidera- 
tion the Monks renounce all farther claim 
upon him. What ſucceſs the Biſhop might 
have in his endeavours to reſtore peace to 
the ſociety, we cannot ſay: but his deſign 
of augmenting it to the ancient number, 
for which indeed he had given general or- 
ders in his former injunctions, ſeems ſtil 
to have been ineffectual ; for at the time 
of his death we find“ it was reduced til 
lower, to the number of forty-two Monks. 


? Leger-book of the Church of Wint. Ne 1, fol. 20. 
The 
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The other object of his inquiry prov- 
ed a matter of no leſs difficulty. The 
Fabrick of the Church was greatly 'out 
of repair, and the eſtates. allotted to that 
uſe were very inſufficient for it. The 
Biſhop ordered, that the Prior for the- 
time being, -ſhould pay 100 l. a year for 
ſeven years enſuing, and the Subprior and 
Convent 100 marks in like manner, for 
this ſervice ; over and above the profits of 
all eſtates ſo allotted, and all gifts and le- 
gacies, Whether it were that their reve- 
nues proved unequal to ſuch a burthen 
or that the neceſſary repairs required a 
much larger ſupply; or that the Biſhop 
was not ſatisfied with providing for a re- 
pair only, and what was merely neceſſary ; 
we find, that ſoon after he relieved the 
Prior and Convent from the whole charge, 
and with his uſual generoſity took it intirely 
upon himſelf, | 

For having about this time almoſt finiſh- 
ed his College at Wincheſter, he began to 
be at liberty to look out for ſome new ob- 
ject of his munificence, which he never 
could ſuffer long to continue vacant 
and unemployed: and he ſoon deter- 
mined to undertake the repair, or ra- 

P 4. ther 
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ther the rebuilding, of great part of his 
Cathedral Church, The ' whole fabrick 
then ſtanding was erected by Biſhop 
Walkelin, who began it in the year 1099, 
It was of the Saxon architecture, not great. 
ly differing from the Roman; with round 
pillars, much ſtronger than Doric or Tuf. 
can, or ſquare piers adorned with ſmall 
pillars; round-headed arches and windows; 


and plain walls on the outſide without 


buttreſſes ; as appears by the croſs-ifle and 
tower which remain of it to this day. The 
nave of the Church had been for ſome time 


in a bad condition: Biſhop Edyngdon 


undertook to repair it in the latter part of 
his time, and by his will ordered his exe- 
cutors to finiſh what he had begun. And, 
whether in purſuance of his deſign, and 
by his benefaction, or otherwiſe, it appears, 
that in the year 1371, ſome work' of this 
kind was carrying on at a great expence. 


Tho. Rudborne apud Wharton, Ang. Sacr, Vol. . 
294, 295. Vid, etiam p. 256, 285, W. Malme(- 
ury. 

Sir Chriſtopher Wren's Hiſtorical account of Weſt- 
minſter Abby, in a Letter to Biſhop Atterbury, See 
=_ Parentalia, or Widmore's Hiſt, of Wellminſle 

\'D 
3 Wharton, Ang. Sacr, Vol. 1. p. 317. 
* Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. a, fot. 47. 


1 However, 


9 


JJ tdi! Om my} BY MW 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 417 


However, Wykeham, upon due conſidera- 
tion and ſurvey, found it either ſo decayed 
and infirm, or elſe ſo mean in its appear- 
ance, and ſo much below the dignity of 
one of the firſt Epiſcopal ſees in the king- 
dom, that he determined to take down 
the whole from the Tower weſtward, 'and 
to rebuild it both in a ſtronger and more 
magnificent manner, This great work he 
undertook in the year 1394, and entered 
upon it the beginning of the next year, 
upon the following © conditions, ſtipulated 
between him and the Prior and Convent 
who acquit the Biſhop of all obligation to 
it, and acknowledge it as proceeding from 
his mere liberality, and zeal for the ho- 
nour of God : They agree to find the whole 
(caffolding neceſſary for the work; they give 
the Biſhop free leave to dig and to carry 
away chalk and ſand from any of their 
lands, as he ſhall think moſt convenient 
and uſeful for the ſame purpoſe; and they 
allow the whole materials of the old build- 
ing to be applied to the uſe of the new. 


% Novam fabricam [Eccleſix Wynton. J inceplt dle 
„Mercuri prox, poſt feſtum omnlum Sanforum anno 
_ rognl Regis Richard II. XVIII. & anno conſecratlonle 
ae Patris xXxVIII.“ MS, Coll. Wint, 

" Leger-book of Wincheſter Church, Ne 1, fol. 18, 
& Appendix, Ne XVII. 
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He employed William Winford as Archi- 
tet: Simon Membury was appointed ſur. 
veyor of the work on the Biſhop's ' patt, 
and John Wayte; one of the Monks, con- 
troller on the part of the Convent. As the 
Church of | Wincheſter is ſituated in low 
ground, which, without great precaution 
and. expence, affords no very ſure founda- 
tion for ſo weighty a ſtructure, Wykeham 
thought it ſafeſt to confine himſelf to the 
plan of the former building, and to make uſe 
of a foundation already tried, and ſubject 
to no hazard. He even choſe to apply to 
his purpoſe ſome part of the lower order 
of pillars of the old Church, though his 
deſign was in a different ſtyle of archi 
tecture ; that which we commonly call 
Gothic, with pointed arches and windows, 
without key-ſtones, and pillars conſiſting 
of an aſſemblage of many ſmall ones cloſe- 
ly connected together; but ' which is more 
properly Saracen, for ſuch was its origin: 
the Cruſades gave us an idea of this form 
of architecture, which afterwards prevailed 
throughout Europe, The pillars or piers 
of the old building, which he made uſe 


7 Sir Chriſtopher Wren, ibid, 
| of, 
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of, were about ſixteen feet in height; of 
the ſame form with thoſe in the eaſt ſide of 
the northern Croſs-ifle: theſe he carried 
up higher, according to the new deſign, 
altering their form, but retaining their 
ſtrength, and adopting them as a firm ba- 
ſis for his own work, The new pillars are 
nearly equal in bulk to the old ones; and 
the intercolumnation remains much the 
ſame. Theſe circumſtances, in which ſta- 
bility and ſecurity were very wiſely in the 
firſt place conſulted, have been attended 
however with ſome inconveniences; as it 
ſeems owing to them, that this building 
has not that lightneſs and freedom, and 
that elegance of proportion, which might 
have been expected from Wykeham's known 
taſte in architecture, and from the ſtyle 
and manner of his other works in this 
kind ; of which we have evident examples 
in the Chapels of both his Colleges, eſpe- 
cially in the weſtern part of that of New 
College in Oxford, which is remarkably 
beautiful, To the farther diſadvantage of 
its preſent appearance, an alteration, which 
could not then be foreſeen, has ſince hap- 
pened, At that time the buildings of the 
Monaſtery covered the whole ſouth ſide of 
the 
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the Church, ſo that it ſeemed needleſs to 
be at a great expence upon ornaments 
in that part, which was like to be for ever 
concealed. By the demolition of the Mo. 
naſtery this ſide is now laid open, and dif. 
covers a defect of buttreſſes and pinnacles, 
with which the north ſide, which was then 
the only one in view, is properly furniſhed, 
Another alteration of the ſame kind has 
been made 1n the inſide, and with the like 
effect: immediately before the entrance of 
the Choir ſtood the Veſtry, which extend- 
ing from ſide to fide of the Nave, pre- 
vented the intire conformation of thoſe 
pillars, againſt which it reſted, to the 
new deſign, but at the ſame time con- 
cealed the irregularity: in the time of 
Charles the Firſt this was pulled down, 
and the preſent beautiful ſkreen, the work 
of Inigo Jones, was erected ; but no care 
was taken, by an eaſy and obvious altera- 
tion, to correct a deformity, which was 
then uncovered, and ſtill continues to diſ- 
grace the building, in a part, which of all 
others is the moſt frequently expoſed to 
obſervation. - However, with all its defects, 
which appear thus to be owing partly to 
an accidental and unforeſeen change of 

circum- 
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cixcumſtances, partly to the care of avoid- 
ing greater inconveniences, there is no 
fabrick of its kind in England, after thoſe 
of York and Lincoln, which excells this 
part of the Cathedral Church of Wincheſter, 
in greatneſs, ſtatelineſs, and majeſty, This 
great pile took up about ten years in erec- 
ting, and * was but juſt finiſhed when the 
Biſhop died. He * had provided in his will 
for the intire completion of his deſign by 
his executors in caſe of his death; and 
allotted 2 500 marks for what then remained 
to be done, beſides 500 marks for the glaſs 
windows : this was about a year and a half 
before it was finiſhed ; by which ſome ſort of 
cſtimate may be made of the whole expence. 


* © Quod quidem opus feliciter conſummavit.” Trac- 
tat. in Vet. Regiſt, Coll. Wint. See alſo Appendix, 
N XVI, But the article of agreement between the 
Biſhop and the Convent, dated Auguſt 16, 1404, ſup- 
poles it at that time not quite finiſhed, Leger- book ck. 
of Wincheſter, Ne I. fol. 18. | 

See Appendix, Ne XVII. 
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Civil affairs during the latter part of the 
Reign of Richard the Second. | 


E have ſcen the part, which the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter had hitherto 
acted under Richard II : not wholly retiring 
from civil affairs, nor forward to engage in 
them; ready to give his aſſiſtance in the 
public ſervice, whenever it was demanded; 
prompted to it by duty to his country, not 
incited by any private intereſts, or am- 
bitious views of his own. He main- 
tained 
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tained the ſame conduct, and the ſame 
reſerve, throughout this whole reign; but 
could not avoid being borne away by the 
tide of public buſineſs, farther than his on 
inclination or judgement would have car- 
ried him in times of ſo great danger and 
difficulty. Two parties began now to di- 
vide the nation; and, as it uſually hap- 
pens, the bounds of moderation were little 
obſerved on either ſide. The King was 
wholly poſſeſſed by a ſet of favourites and 
flatterers, intent upon their own views of 
avarice and ambition, and totally regard- 
leſs of their maſter's honour or the good 
of the public. The chief of theſe were, 
Robert de Vere Earl of Oxford, created 
by him Marqueſs of Dublin 'and Duke of 
Ireland : a young man of no abilities, nor 
any other merit, than that of a grace- 
ful perſon, and an unlimited compli- 
ance with the King's humour. Michael 
de la Pole, made earl of Suffolk and Chan- 
cellor: a man of excellent parts and fine 
natural endowments; but who had not, 
either by nobility of birth or dignity of cha- 
racter, ſufficient credit and authority for 
the ſtation, to which he was raiſed; nor 
any other principle, than that of uſing all 

means 
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means whatever of eſtabliſhing his fortune 
by cultivating the King's favour and par. 
tiality towards him. Alexander Nevil 
Archbiſhop of York, and Sir Simon Bur. 
ley: both men of credit and capacity, and 
the latter a ſervant of the late Prince of 
Wales, and placed by him near his ſon 
perſon ; but neither of them had the cou- 
rage or honeſty to make uſe of his influ. 
ence and authority, which was very great 
with the young King, in giving him pro- 
per advice, and checking him in his ex- 
ceſſes. The King himſelf was of that 
eaſy and complying temper, which laid 
him open to the practices of inſinuation 
and flattery, and rendered him wholly ſub- 
ſervient to the will of thoſe, who had gained 
his affections. As he had no great inclina- 
tion, ſo neither was he encouraged or ſuf- 
fered by his favourites, to apply himſelf to 
public affairs: he purſued nothing but his 
pleaſures ; he loved feaſting and jollity, the 
company of the ſprightlieſt young men 
and the gayeſt ladies of his court; he was 
immoderately fond of pomp and ſhew *, a 
multitude 
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multitude of attendants, and extravagance 
of every ſort in his way of living. His 
Court was the moſt” ſplendid and mag- 
nificent of all of that time; and the ſtand- 
ing expence of his houſhold far exceeded 
what it had ever been in any preceding 


reign, Tt is ſaid , that the retainers to 
the 


« lapidibus precioſis & auro ex propria ordinatione 
« factam ad 30,000 marcarum in valorem appreciatam.“ 
Monach. Eveſham, in Vita Rail. 24, p. 156, Edit. 
Hearn. 

2 Froiſſart. | | 

3 John Hardyng, who may be reckoned a contempo- 
rary writer, (for he ſays,. that he himſelf ſaw the earth- 
quake in the year 1382,) gives the following account of 
Richard the Second's Court, upon the information of 
one that was an officer in it. | 


Trewly J herde Robert Jvelefe ſaje 

Clerke of the grenecloth, that to the houſeholde 
Come every daie for moſte partie alwaie 

Ten thouſande folke be his meles tolde 

That tollowed the houſeholde ale as they wolde, 
And in the Kechyn thre hundreth lervytours 
And in ech office many occupiours, 


And ladies kater with theire gentle women, 

Chambrers alſo and lavenders, 

Thre hundreth were accounted-of theym then. 

Ther wale grete pride amonge the officers 

And over all men fer pallynge theire compers 

Ot riche arraie and muche more coltiouſe 

Chan waſe before or ith and more precionſe. 
2 omen 
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the court, ſuch as daily reſorted. thither, 


and had tables provided for them there, 


amounted to ten thouſand perfons, There 
were three hundred ſervants in the kitchen, 
and every other office was furniſhed in the 
like proportion. The courtiers ſtudied to 
pleaſe the King's taſte, and gave into an ex. 
'penſiveneſs of equipage and dreſs, that ex. 
ceeded all bounds : the example had an uni- 
verſal influence, and vanity and' profuſe. 
neſs ſoon became the prevailing humour of 
the nation. Though the people were 
pleaſed at firſt with the ſplendid appearance 
of the court, and were ready enough to run 
into the ſame ſpirit of extravagance ; yet 
as ſoon as they felt the neceſſary conſequence 


Yomen and gromys in cloth of (ilk arraied 
Sateyn and damaske in doblettes and in gownes 
In cloth of grayne and Skarlett for unpaied 
Cutt werke wale grete both in courte and townes 
Bothe in mens hoddes and allo in their gownes 
Browdroure and furres goldelmyth werk ale newe 
In many wile ech daie they dide renewe. 


S # W # # „ „ 


Grete tare the Kynge aie toke thrugh all the londe 
For whiche comons hym hated free and bonde. 

Hardyng's Chronicle. MS. Harleian. Ne 661. fol 
150. 


+ This verſe wanting in MS : ſupplied from Grafton“ 
of 


Edition, 
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of it upon themſelves, i in a. new burthen 
of taxes, continually increaſing,” and ren- 
dered ſtill more burthenſome as they them- 
ſelves grew leſs frugal, they began to mur- 
mur againſt the King, to withdraw their 
affection from him by degrees, arid at laſt 
to hate him. No vice whatever can be in- 
ſignificant, and of little importance, in 
Princes : even their levities and indiſere- 
tions have often the moſt pernicious effects 


with regard to their ſubjects, and are of 


the moſt fatal conſequence to themſelves. 
The party that oppoſed the court was 
headed by the Duke of Gloceſter, the young- 
eſt of the King's uncles. He was a man 
of conſiderable abilities, and great. ſpirit 
and reſolution z active, bold, and vehe- 
ment; eaſily fired, and incapable of diſ- 
ſembling his opinions or his reſentments. 
He ſeems to have had the honour of the 
nation, and the public good, ſincerely at 
heart; but failed of attaining his ends, by 
purſuing them with too much violence: 
by the impetuoſity of his temper he drove 
the King to extremities, when more gentle 
methods might have ſucceeded better both 
for himſelf and his country. His bro- 
thers, the Dukes of Lancaſter and Vork, 
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may properly be accounted of the ſame 
party: but the former was often abſent in 
purſuit of his own foreign intereſts,” and 
it was always in the King's power to gain 
him by a proper bait thrown out to hi 
ambition: the latter was of an indolent 
diſpoſition, a lover of pleaſure, and ayerſe 
to buſineſs; eaſily prevailed upon to lie ſtil 
and conſult his own quiet, and never ad. 
ing with ſpirit upon any occaſion, The 


3 That Edmonde hight of langeley of goode there 
Glade and mery and of his own ate leved 
Withoutyn wronge as chronyclers have breved, 


When all lordes went to counſels and Parke. 


ment, 
He wolde to huntes and alſo to haukynge 
All gentilnes dilporte that myrth appent 
(Ve uſed ale and to the poor (ſupportynge 
Wher ever he waſe in any place bibynge 
dd _ (uppriſe or any extorcion 
Ol the poraile or any oppreſſion, 


8 100 09 © © % 


The Kynge than made the Duke of Yorke be 
name 
4 of the Mewehouſe and ok haukes ſeire 
Dt his venerie and maiſter of his game 
In whatt cuntrate that he dide repeire 
CUhiche wale to hym withoure any dilpeire 
Mell more comforte and a gretter gladenes 
Than been a lorde of worldely grete riches. 
Ibid, fol. 147. 


King 
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King was always jealous of his uncles ; dur- 
ing his minority, of the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter chiefly ; afterwards of the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter: and the nation at firſt ſeems to 
have been in the fame diſpoſition towards 
them; for the Parliament never truſted 
them with the King's education, nor with 
the care of his perſon, and ſcarcely with 
any ſhare in the public adminiſtration, ſo 
far as ſeemed properly due to their great 
quality, ſtation, and influence; and it was 
manifeſtly the intereſt of the favourites ta 
concur with both in excluding them intirely. 
The other leaders of the popular party 
were, Henry of Bolingbroke Earl of Derby, 
the Duke of Lancaſter's ſon ; the Earl of 
Arundel, with his brother the Biſhop of 
Ely; the Earls of Nottingham, and War- 
wick ; the principal noblemen of the king- 
dom for their power, credit, and abili- 
ties, ; 

The King's extravagance, and the greedi- 
neſs of his courtiers, kept him always needy 
and dependent, The murmurs of the 
people, and the complaints in Parliament 
of miſmanagement of the revenue, and of 
the expence of the King's houſhold, had 
never ceaſed from almoſt the beginning of 
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neceſſary expences on this occaſion, The 
Ea1l of Suffolk, Chancellor, opened the Par- 
liament by demanding a very large ſupply : 
the Parliament made no anſwer to this de- 
mand, but addreſſed the King to remove 
the Chancellor and Treaſurer from their 
offices. The King received this addreſs 
with «great indignation, and returned a 
moſt haughty anſwer to 1t; and. to ſhew 
how little inclined he was to countenance 
the deſigns formed againſt his miniſters, or 
to concur with the Parliament in their pro- 
cecdings, he withdrew to his palace at 


4 Knyghton inter X ſcriptores. T. Walſingham. 
Eltham. 
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Eltham. After ſeveral meſſages had paſſed 
, between them to no purpoſe, the Parlia- 
| ment at laſt ſent to him his uncle the Duke 
of Gloceſter and Arundel Biſhop of Ely, 
who' ſo openly declared to him the reſolu- 
tion of the Parliament, and the ill conſe- 
quences which his proceedings might have 
with regard to himſelf, that he thought 
proper to return to Weſtminſter, and to 
comply with all their deſires. The * Chan- 
cellor, the Treaſurer, and the Keeper of 
the Privy Seal, were removed from their 
offices; and by petition of the Lords 
and Commons, Arundel ' Biſhop of Ely, 
John Gilbert Biſhop of Hereford, and John 
de Waltham, were put in their places. 
The Chancellor was impeached by the 
Commons; the grants whieh' he had ob- 
tained of the King were reverſed ; and he 
was adjudged to be impriſoned and ran» 
ſomed at the King's pleaſure, 

The Patliament having obtained thus 
much, and being now delivered from the 
apprehenſions of the French invaſion, 
which had miſcarried, were reſolved to 
proceed to a thorough reformation of all 


5 Rot, Parl. 10. R. 2. 
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the abuſes ſo long complained of in vain, dc 
They * repreſent to the King, that the pro- ar 
fits and revenues of the kingdom, by the hi 
inſufficient counſel and ill management of pc 
his officers and others about his perſon, al 
have been ſo conſumed, alienated, and h 
miſapplied, that neither his ſtate and houſ- 0 
hold can be honourably ſupported, nor t 
the wars for the defence of the kingdom 0 
maintained, without intolerable oppreſſion 9 
of the people: they therefore petition, that 1 


certain Lords and others, whom they name, 
may be of his great council, together with 
the three great Officers, with powers to 
view and examine the ſtate of the realm, 
to remedy all abnſes, and to redreſs all 
grievances, The King, in compliance with 
this requeſt, iſſues a commiſſion under his 
great ſeal, conſtituting the Archbiſhops of 
Canterbury and York, the Dukes of York 
and Gloceſter, the Biſhops of Wincheſter 
and Exeter, the Abbot of Waltham, the 
Earl of Arundel, the Lords Cobham, le 
Scrope, and Devereux, to be of his great 
and continual Council for one year, in 
aid of the good government of the king- 


5 Rot, Parl. 10. R 2. Knyghton, Col. 2686, Regiſt. 
Wykcham, part 3. b. fol. 83, 


dom, 
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dom, for the due execution of the laws, 
and the relief of the ſtate of the King and 
his people. They are inveſted with full 
powers to ſurvey and examine the eſtate 


and government of his whole kingdom, 


his courts and houſhold, and the behavi- 
our of all his officers of what degree ſoever z 
to inquire into the ſtate of his revenues 
of all ſorts, to examine into all kinds of 
grants and alienations, of fees and rewards, 
in his grandfather's time as well as his 
own; to enter his courts, to cite perſons, 
and order records to be praduced, to hear 
complaints, and to take informations, as 
to all theſe and the like matters; and to 
correct, amend, fully execute, and finally 
determine, every thing, as it ſhall ſeem beſt 
to them, for the profit and honour of the 
King, and the good of his people, Theſe 
ample powers are granted to any ſix of 
them, together with the three great Offi- 
cers of ſtate; and their reſolutions are to 
be determined by a majority. The com- 
miſſion is confirmed by ſtatute ; and it is 
enacted, that if any one ſhall diſturb the 
Commiſſioners in the execution of it, or 
adviſe the King to make any revocation 


of their power, the perſon on conviction 
ſhall 
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ſhall forfeit his goods and chattels, bee 
the firſt attempt and for the ſecond, an 
be puniſhed as a traitor,” Upon this” 

Lords and Commons, beſides certain ſub. 
ſidies already granted, grant a farther ſb. 
ſidy of half a tenth and half a fifteenth, 
on condition, that, if the ſubſidies before 
granted ſhall, by the diligence and gobd 
ordinance of the ſaid commiſſioners, ſuf. 
fice for the charges of the next year, then 
the laſt mentioned ſubſidy ſhall in no wife 
be levied: and alſo, that no other perfor 
be aſſociated or aſſigned to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners, beſide thoſe that are mentioned 
in the commiſſion, Moreover all the grants 
above mentioned are made on the follow. 
ing condition, that if the power given to 
the ſaid Lords by the commiſſion ſhall be 
in any manner defeated or repelled ; or if 
the ſaid Lords ſhall in any way be dif. 
turbed, ſo that they cannot freely uſe the 
full power committed to them ; then the 
levy and demand of whatever ſhall remain 
to be levied by virtue of the ſaid grants 
ſhall wholly ceaſe; alſo that Letters Patent 
under the great ſeal ſhall be iſſued, recite 


7 Rot. Parl. 10. R. 2. 


ing 


* 9 
n 


a 1 2 ie — . — — — 


Fl : 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. azg 
ing the cauſe, manner, and conditions of 
all the grants aſoreſaid. gli 

The King concluded the Parliament 
with making open proteſtation by his own 
mouth, that nothing done in it ſhould pre- 
judice him or his Crown, but that the Royal 
prerogative ſhould be till ſaved and main- 
tained, 

This commiſſion, which in a manner di- 
veſted the King of his authority, and placed, 
the whole power of the government in 
the hands of fourteen perſons, was of the. 
ſame kind, and obtained by much the ſame 
means, with thoſe under Henry the Third 
and Edward the Second; precedents, both 
in their nature and their conſequences, of 
dangerous example, Yet it muſt be allowed, 
that the Duke of Gloceſter, who was the 
author and director of the whole deſign, 
had filled it with men for their rank, worth, 
and capacity, the beſt qualified for ſo great 
a truſt, William Courtney Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
and the Lord Richard Le Scrope, were 
perſons of the greateſt credit, abilities, and 
experience, and had all of them executed 
the office of Chancellor with high reputa- 
tion, The ſame may be ſaid of Thomas 
| de 
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de Brantingham Biſhop of Exeter, who 
had * twice-borne the office of Treaſurer, 
once in Edward the Third's time, and 
again in the preſent reign, The Arch. 
biſhop of York was admitted into the num- 
ber, on account of the dignity of his ſta» 
tion, tho' one of the King's principal fa. 
vourites : and on the ſame account much 
more properly the Duke of York, whoſe 
high quality alone muſt have given him 
great influence, and whoſe moderation was 
known univerſally. The Earl of Arundel 
and his brother, and the Lord Cobham, 
the moſt ſtrongly attached to the Duke of 
Gloceſter, and the moſt deeply engaged in 
his meaſures, were at the ſame time noble- 
men of diſtinguiſhed honour, worth, and 
integrity. As to the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
in particular, he ſeems to have had a place 
in the commiſſion, as one whoſe reputation 
would give weight to it, without having 
made any advances himſelf towards the at- 
tainment of that honour: this is certain, 
that he, together with ſeveral others of his 
collegues, took care to have as little ſhare 


" Dugdalc's Chronica Serles. 
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as poſſible in the exerciſe of thoſe dangerous 
wers, with which they were inveſted. 

The King's deſign in making the pro- 
teſtation abovementioned, at the conclu- 
fon of the Parliament, was at that time 
ſufficiently underſtood, and his proceed- 
ing ſoon after fully explained it. The 
Parliament was no ſooner diſmiſſed, than 
he releaſed the Earl of Suffolk from his 
impriſonment, and readmitted him to his 
preſence, and to all his. former - favour. 
And with him and the reſt of his late mi- 
niſters he conſulted, how he might free 
himſelf from the reſtraint laid upon him 
by the Parliament, and be revenged of 
his oppoſers. The ſcheme concerted be- 
tween them was, to procure the ſolemn 
opinion of all the Judges of the illegality 
of the commiſſion and ſtatute lately ex- 
torted from the King ; to raiſe a ſufficient 
body of forces to ſupport him in main- 
taining his prerogative z and to procure a 
Parliament, which ſhould be more at his 
devotion, In order to execute this pro- 
ject, all the Judges and the Sheriffs of the 
ſeveral counties were ſummoned to attend 


* Knyghton, Walſingham. 
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the King at Nottingham: the Judg es were 
obliged to give their opinion, 65 the late 
commiſſion and ſtatute were null and void, 
as made againſt the King's will; and that ill 
that were concerned in procuring them, were 
' 

guilty of treaſon, But it was not ſo eaſy 
to induce the Sheriffs to engage for the 
raiſing the army, and procuring the Par. 
liament, which the King required: ſo that 
he returned to London, after having de- 
elared his deſigns, without being able to 
put them in execution, Upon this the Duke 
of Gloceſter, with 'the Earls of Derby, 
Arundel, Warwick, and Naitlaghi 
raiſed an army of 40,000 men, and marched 
to London, Without entering the city, 
they deputed the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, the Duke of York, the Biſhops of 
Wincheſter and Ely, and four others, all 
Lords Commiſſioners, to the King, to de- 
mand that thoſe evil Counſellors, who had 
interrupted the Commiſſioners in their pro- 
ceedings, and had cauſed differences be- 
tween the King and the Lords of his Coun- 
cil, might be puniſhed as traitors ; proteſt- 
ing, that they meant not to attempt any 
thing againſt his perſon or honour, Theſe 
Lords, who choſe to act as mediators be- 
tween 
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tween both parties, endeayoured what they. 
could to reconcile the King to the confe- 
derate Lords, and to perſuade him to com- 
ply with their deſires. The King, un- 
able to reſiſt, and at a loſs for any other 
expedient, ſeemed to hearken to their ad- 
vice, They returned therefore to the con- 
ſelerates, to make ſome propoſals for an 
accommodation, It was at laſt agreed, 
that the Lords confederate ſhould be ad- 
mitted to the King's preſence, and in the 
moſt dutiful manner ſhould lay before him 
their grievances, The mediating Lords 
gave them their oaths on the King's be- 
half, that they ſhould come and return in 
ſafety ; and for themſelves, that, if they 
ſhould know of any treacherous deſign 
formed againſt them, they would warn 
them of it. The King received them with 
great ſolemnity on his throne in Weſtmin- 


ſter hall; he treated them with an appear- 


ance of friendſhip, and promiſed them ſa- 
tisfaction in the next Parliament, which 
he then appointed. Theſe fair proceed- 
ings of the King were only to amuſe the 
Lords, while the Duke of Ireland was raiſ- 
ing an army for him in Wales and Che- 
ire. The confederate Lords, when they 

7 heard 
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heard he was coming againſt them, de. 
tached a part of their army to meet him, 
under the command of the Earl of Derby, 
who intirely defeated him at Radcott- bridge 
in Oxfordſhire. 'This blow ſo terrified the 


King, that he betook himſelf to the Tower 


of London. After many colluſions with 


the Lords, he was obliged to give up his 
favourites, and to meet them in Parliament, 
In * this Parliament, the Lords confederate 
exhibited an impeachment of treaſon againſt 
the Duke of Ireland, the Earl of Suffolk, 
the Archbiſhop of York, Sir Robert Tre- 
ſilian, and Sir Nicholas Brambre. The three 
former, having made their eſcape, were at- 
tainted and outlawed; the two laſt were 
exccuted as traitors, The Judges *, who 
had given their opinions at Nottingham, 
were baniſhed ; the Biſhop of Chicheſter, 
who had been concerned in procuring thoſe 
opinions, was found guilty of treaſon, and 


Rot. Parl. 11. R. 2. 

* The houſe or Inn of Sir Robert de Belknap, late 
Chief Juſtice attainted, in the pariſh of St. Mary Mount- 
haute London, was in the year following — by 
the King to William of Wykcham, in conſideration of 
certain ſums due to him: which grant was confirmed 
by Henry 4th. Index Rot. Parl. 12. R. 2. & 1. H. 4. 
Bibl. Cotton. Titus, c. 3. 


attainted. 


ns 1 . 1 8 G * FEY 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 241 


attainted. Sir Simon Burley, Sir John 
Beauchamp, Sir John Saliſbury, Sir James 
Berners, Thomas Uſk, and John Blake, 
Eſqrs; were tried, found guilty, and exe- 
cuted ; moſt of them charged with crimes 
not before declared to be treaſon, and the 
charge hardly ſupported - with ſufficient 
proof, At the concluſion of this Parlia- 
ment, the King with great ſolemnity re- 
newed his Coronation oath, the temporal 
Lords did him homage, and the Prelates 
{wore fealty to him ; both houſes took an 
oath to maintain the acts of this Parlia- 
ment, and the ſame oath was impoſed on 
the people throughout the kingdom. The 
Biſhops pronounced ſentence of excom- 
munication againſt all that ſhould break 
this oath, or diſturb the peace of the realm. 
The whole proceedings of the Lords con- 
federate were approved, confirmed, and 
pardoned, in the fulleſt manner; and 
20,0001, allowed them for their charges 
out of the ſubſidies granted. All things 
ſeemed to be pretty well compoſed : but 
the King only diſſembled his reſentment, 
and reſerved himſelf for a more favourable 
opportunity of vindicating his own au- 
thority, and taking vengeance for the loſs _ 
R of 
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of his friends: and the people ſufficiently 
declared their diſlike of ſuch extraordin 
and irregular, as well as ſevere and ſan. 
guinary meaſures, by giving this Parlia- 
ment the names of the Wonder-working, 
and * the Unmerciful Parliament, 

The King was determined to ſhake of 
the reſtraint, which the Parliament had 
laid upon him, and aſſert his Royalty, as 
ſoon as a proper occaſion ſhould offer. He 
was full one and twenty years of age be- 
fore the laſt Parliament met ; but that was 
no ſeaſon for him to claim to himſelf any 
new authority on this account ; and as he 
then found by experience, that he was not 
able to contend with the party that op- 
poſed him, he was afraid of ſtirring for 
ſome time, leſt he ſhould rouſe again the 
ſame ſpirit of reſiſtance, The beginning 
of the next year ſeemed more favourable 
to his deſigns: every thing was now quiet 
at home, and a truce was on the point of 
being concluded both with France and 
Scotland, The King reſolved therefore 
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to declare himſelf of full age in form, and 
to make the experiment of exerting his au- 
thority in a ſignal manner, He * ſum- 
moned a Council at Weſtminſter on the 
third of May 1389, As ſoon as they 
were aſſembled, the King entered, and on 
a ſudden demanded, how old they took 
him to be : upon their acknowledging, that 
he was upwards of twenty-one, Then, re- 
plied he, I am of full age to govern my 
houſhold and kingdom: for why ſhould 
my condition be worſe than that of the 
meaneſt of my ſubjects? The Lords allow- 
ing his claim, and ſaying, that he ought 
not to be abridged of any of his rights ; 
he proceeded to tell them, that hitherto he 
had been under their tuition and manage- 
ment, and was not at liberty to do any 
thing without their advice, thanking them 
for the care they had taken of himſelf and 
his kingdom ; but that now he would take 
the reins of government into his own hands, 
and chooſe ſuch officers to ſerve him, as 
he ſhould think moſt expedient ; and that 
therefore he would diſcharge all thoſe, who 
were at preſent in office under him. He 


© Knyghton, Walſingham, 
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then ordered the Chancellor to deliver to 
him the Great Seal. He diſplaced the 
Treaſurer, and the Keeper of the Privy Seal, 
and the Earl of Arundel Admiral, all 
of whom had been appointed by Parlia» 
ment. And his uncle the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, with the Earl of Warwick, and ſe. 
veral others of the principal nobility, he 
removed from the Council-board. The 
King offered the Great Seal to the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, The Biſhop did all he 
could to excuſe himſelf from accepting it; 
he neither deſired the office itſelf, nor was 
pleaſed with the conjuncture and circum» 
ſtances, in which it was offered to him; 
but the King preſſed it upon him in ſuch 
a manner, that he could not refuſe it; and 
the next day, Wykeham, much againſt 
his inclination, was again conſtituted Chan- 
cellor of England, 

From this circumſtance it appears clears 
ly enough, that the King had not con» 
certed this matter with the Biſhop before- 
hand; and therefore, that Wykeham had 
no ſhare in adviſing or approving the bold 
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and hazardous ſtep, which the King had 
taken, However, being now at the head 
of his counſels, he ſeems to have uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to correct and ſoften it, 
and prevent all the ill conſequences, that 
might be apprehended from it. With this 
deſign, a proclamation * was publiſhed four 
days afterwards, ſetting forth, that for the 
more effectually maintaining the tranquil- 
lity of the nation, the King had, by the 
advice and aſſent of his Prelates and Peers, 
taken into his own hands the full and in- 
tire government of the kingdom ; and that 
he hoped and firmly purpoſed, with the 
aſſiſtance of God and the advice of his 
Council, to govern his people more to their 
honour, peace, and proſperity, than they 
had hitherto been governed. And to pre- 
vent the uneaſineſs and apprehenſions, 
which many concerned in the late diſ- 
turbances might otherwiſe lie under, he at 
the ſame time fully confirmed all the par- 
dons before granted on that account in 
Parliament, This proclamation was in a 
tew days ſucceeded by another, full of the 


* Ibid. p. 619. 
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moſt affectionate expreſſions towards his 
people, and deſigned as a ſpecimen of the 
moderation of his future government: it 
contained a ſuſpenſion of the payment of 
half the tenth and fifteenth granted in the 
late Parliament held at Cambridge, till the 
King ſhould ſee a more urgent occaſion for 
levying it. 

The Parliament met at Weſtminſter 
on Monday the 17th of January, 1389-90, 
when the Biſhop of Wincheſter, Chancellor 
of England, by command of the King then 
preſent in Parliament, declared the cauſe 
of the ſummons, The ſubſtance of his 


ſpeech upon this occaſion is recorded in 


the Parliament Rolls. He informs them, 
* that the principal cauſe of holding the 
« preſent Parliament 1s, that the King, 
* who had been long of tender age, being 
now by the blefling of God arrived to 
maturity of years and diſcretion, is till 
more confirmed in that earneſt deſire, and 
unalterable purpoſe, which he hath al- 
ways entertained, of ruling his ſubjects 
in peace and tranquillity, equity and juſ- 
« tice ; reſolving to govern his people and 


2 Rot. Parl. 13. R. 2. 
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kingdom ſtill better, if better may be: 
«and that he wills, that as well Holy 
« Church, as the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
« poral and the Commons, ſhould have and 
« enjoy their liberties, franchiſes, and pri- 
« yileges, in time to come, as they have rea- 
« ſonably uſed and enjoyed them in the times 
« of his noble progenitors, the Kings of 
« England, He farther declares, that the 
kingdom is ſurrounded with enemies, 
« namely, thoſe of France, Spain, and 
« Guienne on the one ſide, and of Scotland 
© and Ireland on the other; and that it is 
not certainly known, whether the truce, 
which is concluded between our Lord 
« the King and his adverſaries of France 
© and Scotland, to continue from the 1 5th 
© of Auguſt laſt paſt at ſun-riſing, to the 
© 16th of Auguſt that is to be in the year 
© 1392 at ſun-riſing, will hold or not: and 
in caſe it ſhould hold, that it will be never- 
© theleſs neceſlary to take proper meaſures 
for the ſafeguard of the borders of Scot- 
© land, and of Calais, Breſt, and Cher- 
* burgh, and alſo for the ſecurity of Ire- 
© land and Guienne; that embaſlies muſt 
© likewiſe be ſent, in order to a treaty of 
* peace, and to ſettle the articles of the 
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treaty, and finally to conclude it: that 
the King cannot by any means ſupport 
the expences and charges neceſſary for 
theſe purpoſes, as is well known, with- 
out the aid of his Lords and Commons; 
that therefore they muſt adviſe and order, 
how and in what manner the ſaid ex- 
pences and charges may be ſupplied and 
levied, ſo as to lay as little burthen az 
poſſible upon the people, He mnreover 
acquaints them, that the King deſires to 
be informed by the Commons, how the 
laws of the land and the ſtatutes are kept 
and executed, and his peace maintained 
in all parts of the realm, and whether 
there be any diſturbers of them: as like- 
wile of thoſe that move and maintain 
quarrels and vexatious ſuits in the coun» 
try, to the hindrance of the law and op- 
preſſion of the people; and how ſuch 
evils may be beſt redreſſed and amended, 
and the kingdom better governed in time 
to come; the ſaid Commons being obliged 
of right and before God to inform the 
King, and to employ all their care and 
diligence in the correcting of ſuch faults 
to the utmoit of their power, He far- 
ther informs them, that the King wills, 

that 
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that full right and juſtice be done to the 
© poor as well as to the rich ; and that, if 
« there be any caſe or ſuit that cannot be 
« well redreſſed by the common law, the 
King hath aſſigned certain Clerks of his 
« Chancery, to receive the petitions of the 
«© complainants, and certain Lords to hear 
« and anſwer the ſame petitions, the names 
« of which Lords and Clerks will be read 
« openly by the Clerk of Parliament; and 
© that thoſe, who would preſent ſuch peti- 
tions, muſt deliver them before the next 
Monday in the evening. 

As ſoon as the neceſſary forms of open- 
ing the Parliament were over, the new 
miniſtry took another meaſure, probably 
ſuggeſted by the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
and ariſing from his great prudence and 
caution; however manifeſtly tending to 
the ſame deſign, which he had hitherto 
purſued ; namely, to obviate all occaſion 
of complaint againſt the King's late pro- 
ceedings, in removing the great Officers 
and Council appointed by Parliament, and 
the manner in which they themſelves had 
been introduced, and to ſhew both the 


King and his Miniſters in a popular light. 


The 
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The Biſhop of Wincheſter Chancellor 
and the Biſhop of St. David's Treaſuren 
being the two great Officers of State, (for 
the Privy Seal ſeems at this time to have 
been vacant) with all the Lords of the Coun. 
cil, prayed the King in Parliament to be 
diſcharged of their offices, in conſideration 
of the great and continual labours and ex. 
pences they had undergone therein, and 
to have others placed in them. At the 
ſame time the Chancellor gave up to the 
King the Great Seal, and the Treaſurer the 
keys of the Exchequer : which the King 
receiving, diſcharged thoſe officers together 
with the Lords of the Council, As ſoon 
as they had received their diſcharge, they 
required openly, that if any perſon would 
complain of any thing unduly done by 
them, he ſhould declare it to the King in 
Parliament. The Commons required time 
to adviſe of this matter till the next day; 


3 Rot. Parl. 13. R. 2. 

+ TI conclude ſo, and that it was in the Chancellor's 
hands, from the following article in Wykeham's Re- 
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at which time they with the Lords, upon 
demand made by the Duke of Lancaſter 
by the King's orders, affirmed, that af- 
ter diligent inquiry they had found all 
things to have been very well done; and 
the Commons returned them thanks in 
full Parliament for their fidelity and good 
conduct, Whereupon the King reinſtated 
the Chancellor and Treaſurer in their of- 
fices, and reſtored all his late Counſellors, 
and together with them the Dukes of Lan- 
caſter and Gloceſter, to the Council-board : 
the former had lately returned from his 
Spaniſh expedition after three years abſence, 
and had effected a reconciliation between, 
the Duke of Gloceſter and the King, The 
King however made proteſtation, that tho 
he had now diſcharged and reinſtated thoſe 
Officers and Counſellors in Parliament, 
yet this ſhould not be made a precedent, 
but that he would be at liberty to appoint 
and remove them at his pleaſure. 

The * next Parliament was held at Weſt- 
minſter the 12th of November 1390. The 
principal buſineſs of it was explained by the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, at the opening of it 
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in the uſual form. He began with dil. 
* courſing to them at large on the import. 


Earl of Northumberland, and others had 


© miſſion from the King for a treaty of 
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* ſhould enjoy their liberties and franchiſes 


ant ends and happy effects of good go. 
vernment in general, and in particular of 
that of the King during the whole courſe 
of his reign. And having informed them, 
that it was the King's will, that Holy 
Church, and the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, as alſo the Cities and Boroughs, 


in time to come, as they had reaſonably 
enjoyed them in the times of his noble 
progenitors the Kings of England; he 
added in ſubſtance of matter, that a truce 
was concluded between the King and his 
adverſary of France for a certain term, as 
was openly declared in the laſt Parlia- 
ment : that the Biſhop of Durham, the 


alſo been lately at Calais with a com- 


peace, and had made report to the King 
of the reſult of it: that the King finds 
it neceſſary to ſend thither about Candle- 
mas next a more ſolemn embaſly to con- 
clude a final peace, with the bleſling of 
God; which he cannot do without the 
advice and aſſent of the Lords r 
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« and Temporal, and other wiſe men of 
his Council. That likewiſe the Biſhop 
« of St. David's, Treaſurer of England, 
© the Earl Marſhal, and others, had been 
© charged with the King's commiſſion to 
the marches of Scotland, to treat with the 
© Scots concerning the truce concluded with 
© the French; and that the Scots will not 
yet accede to the ſaid truce. That in- 
© deed it ſeems more probable, that the 
King will have war, than peace, in that 
quarter; which war the King will by 
© no means enter into, nor undertake, with- 
© out the advice and aſſent of his Council: 
that the ſame or another commiſſion muſt 
© be ſent thither about Candlemaſs to treat 
* anew with the Scots. He afterwards laid 
before them the great charges and expen- 
© ces, which muſt neceſſarily be incurred, 
* as well for the ſafe-guard of the borders 
* of Scotland, and the country of Ireland, 
das of Calais, Breſt, Cherburgh, and 
© Guienne; and likewiſe the treaties be- 
* fore-mentioned : he told them, that it 
vas neceſſary to make timely preparation 
for war, in caſe that a final peace or 
longer truce ſhould not be obtained; that 
* the King could by no means ſupport the 

charges 
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* charges and expences neceſſarily required 
for theſe purpoſes, without the aid of 
his ſubjects ; wherefore he would be ad. 
« viſed in this Parliament, how the ſaid 
« charges and expences may beſt be borne 
« and ſupplied, with the leaſt detriment 
« and burthen of his people. He added 
« moreover, that the King being willing 
« that full juſtice and right ſhould be done 


to his people, had aſſigned certain Clerks 

of the Chancery to receive the petitions 

of all thoſe, who would complain in this 

Parliament of any matter, which could 

not be redreſled by the common law of 

the land, and certain Lords to hear and 
anſwer the ſame petitions in the uſual 
manner; the names of which Lords and 

Clerks would be read openly by the Clerk 

of Parliament. 

The moſt remarkable thing that paſſed 
in this Parliament was the joint petition 
of the Prelates, Lords Temporal, and Com- 
mons, praying the King in full Parlia- 
ment, that the Royalty and Prerogative of 
him and his Crown may be ſaved and 
maintained; that, if any thing had been 
done or attempted againſt them, it ſhould 
be redreſſed and amended: and that he 

might 
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might be as free in his time, as any of his 
noble progenitors, formerly Kings of Eng- 
land, had been in theirs, Which ſeeming 
honeſt and reaſonable to the King, it was 
granted in all points. The Parliament 
breaking up on the third of December, 
the Lords and Commons returned their 
humble thanks to the King for his good 
government, and the great zeal he had con- 
tinually ſhewed for the good of his people: 
and the King on his part thanked them for 
the liberal grants they had made to him. 
Thus every thing ſeemed to be happily 
compoſed; the extraordinary and violent 
proceedings of the Parliaments, of the tenth 
and eleventh years of the King's reign, pro- 
perly corrected; and the King and his Par- 
liament united in affection, and in a mu- 
tual regard for each others reſpective rights, 
and for their common ſecurity and hap- 
pineſs. 

The Biſhop of Wincheſter had uſed his 
beſt endeavours, and had thus far hap- 
pily ſucceeded, in reſtoring the public tran- 
quillity ; and had the ſatisfaction of leav- 
ing things in this fair and promiſing ſitua- 
tion, when he quitted the office of Chan- 

cellor. 
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cellor, On the 27th of September 1391 
he delivered: the Great Seal to the King at 
Windſor ; from what motives, either on his 
part or the King's, we are not informed, 
It is not improbable, that Wykeham, when 
he was preſſed into the ſervice ſo much 
againſt his will, might have engaged the 
King's promiſe to releaſe him from it, as 
ſoon as his affairs would allow of his dif- 
miſſion. Arundel Archbiſhop of York, 
whom he had ſucceeded in that office, was 
now made Chancellor again in his place; 
a man of great abilities and eminent me- 
rit, but too ſtrongly attached to the Duke of 
Gloceſter to be much in favour with the 
King. Perhaps Wykeham might have been 
inſtrumental in reconciling the King to him, 
and reſtoring him to his office, which he 
himſelf had ſo unwillingly accepted: this 
however is certain, that the ſame ſcheme of 
coalition and union, which had been en- 
tered upon while Wykeham was at the head 
of the adminiſtration, was now carried on 
farther, and ſome others, who had been 
chiefs of the popular party, were readmitted 
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into the King's ſervice, The new miniſters 
purſued the ſame plan; they were equally 
ſtudious to promote the people's confidence 
in the King, and to eſtabliſh his juſt rights: 
for ' in the next Parliament, at the in- 
ſtance of the Commons, it was again de- 
clared, that the King was as free in his 
royal prerogative, as any of his predeceſ- 
ſors, notwithſtanding any ſtatute made in 
derogation thereof, particularly in the time 
of Edward the Second; and that if any 
ſtatute had been made in his time, in pre- 
judice of the liberty of the Crown, it was 
repealed and annulled. 

But the King was not ſatisfied with theſe 
repeated declarations: he thought his power 
and dignity very precarious, while it de- 
pended on the authority of Parliament, 
He dreaded the popular party, and the ef- 
fects of oppoſition and reſiſtance, which 
he had ſo lately experienced; and could 
not bear the reſtraint, which theſe appre- 
henſions laid him under. His whole views 
therefore were from this time directed to 
one end; to ſet himſelf above all oppoſi- 
tion and reſiſtance : firſt by making peace 


7 Rot. Parl. 15. R. 2. . 
8 and 


| | fern 


25s THE LIFE OF 


and gaining firm alliance abroad, and then 
by eſtabliſning an uncontrolable power at 
home. In conſequence of this deſign, he 
entered with more earneſtneſs upon 2 
treaty of peace with France, which had 
been long carried on without effect ; the 
Duke of Lancaſter, tho' his own affairs 
required it, did not dare to conclude it 
upon very diſadvantageous or diſhonour. 
able terms; and the Duke of Gloceſter had 
oppoſed it with his uſual vehemence. In 
the mean time the King became a widower; 
his great and ſincere affliction for the loſs 
| of his Queen did not hinder him from 
purſuing his point, by making propoſals 
| ſoon after for a marriage with the King 

| of France's daughter, a child of ſeven years 

| old. The match was wholly palitical, and 

1 the King was intent upon it, as the belt 

| means of ſecuring both the peace, which he 
deſired, and a powerful ſupport, for which 
he might have occaſion, againſt his own 
refractory ſubjects, The Duke of Glo- 
ceſter ſaw the conſequences of it, and was 
determined to oppoſe it with all his power: 
and in effect he did perſiſt in his oppoſi- 
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tion to this meaſure almaſt to the laſt j till 
every thing was adgtually concluded, and 
he ſaw it was to no purpoſe to hold out 
any longer, Froiſſartꝰ tells @ ſtory upon this 
occaſion, which greatly reflects upon the 
Duke's honour z and, ſuppoſing it had been 
poſſible for him to break off the match, no 
leſs upon his judgement and prudence: he 
ſays, the King bribed him to conſent to it, 
or at leaſt to acquieſce in it, by promiſing 
him 50000 nobles for himſelf, and the 
Earldom of Rocheſter, with 2000 1, a year, 
for his ſon ; but this, by his own account, 
was after all was agreed upon, and while 
the King was at Calais to receive the Queen; 
and it does not appear, that any part of 
this promiſe was afterwards performed, 
However this may be, the marriage, and 
at the ſame time a truce for thirty years, 
was concluded, 

To ſecure matters at home, the King's 
firſt ſtep was to ſend the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter out of the way again, by granting to 
him and his heirs the Nuchy of Aquitain. 
But being obliged to revoke this grant, as 
the ſtates of Aquitain would not conſent 
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to be diſmembered from the Crown of 
England, he did what he could 'to bind 
him to his intereſt, by courting-him, and 
conferring favours on his family, He 
legitimated the Duke's natural children by 
Katherine Swinford, whom he had lately 
married; he got their legitimation con- 
firmed by Parliament, and heaped upon 
them honours and preferments. But the 
moſt important point was to procure a 
Parliament at his devotion : and this the 
King at laſt effected by appointing, and 
continuing in their offices, ſuch Sheriffs, az 
would be ſubſervient to him, and would 
return thoſe for members, whom he ſhould 
nominate to them; and by gaining over 
other members, by favours, bribes, or me- 
naces, to conſent to whatever he ſhould 
require, 

The Duke of Gloceſter ſaw what the 
King was aiming at, and thought it ne- 
ceſſary to unite more cloſely with his 
friends, and to conſult with them upon 
their own and the public ſafety. Arun- 
del, now Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


* Rot. Parl. 20. R 2, Rym. Fœd. Vol. 7. p. 849. 

3 Articles againſt King Richard, N& 18, 19, 20. Rot. 
Parl. 1. H. 4. 
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the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, had 
ſeveral meetings with him : what particu- 
lar reſolutions they came to, it is very uncer- 
tain, and probably was never known; but 
their conſulting together was enough to 
awaken the jealouſy of the King, and his 
courtiers were not wanting to alarm him 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions. He 
determined to get rid of the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter at any rate, It was difficult to do 
this, as he was greatly beloved and eſteemed 
by the people, The main point was pri- 
vately to ſecure his perſon : the King con- 
trived the plot himſelf, and took the prin» 
cipal ſhare in the execution of it, The * 
Duke was ſurpriſed by an ambuſh laid for 
him, as he was riding to London with the 
King: he was hurried away to the Thames, 
where a veſlel was prepared, which imme- 
(ately conveyed him to Calais. This was 
managed with ſuch ſecrecy, that the Earls 
of Arundel and Warwick, being ſent for 
by the King, came to Court the next morn- 
ing without any ſuſpicion, and were arreſted 


and committed to the Tower. 


The Dukes of Lancaſter and York were 
in the country when this happened, Sur- 


+ Froiſſart, Polydore Virgil. : 
S 3 priſed 
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ned with ſo unexpected an event, they 
aſtened to London; where, with very little 
deliberation, they determined on the part 
they would take in ſo difficult à conjune. 
ture. They had the meanneſs to declare 
their approbation of what was done, and 
to coneur and aſſiſt in all the King's mea- 
ſures, manifeſtly tending to the deſtruction 
of their brother, and the extinction of the 
liberties of their country. The * Proela- 
mation iſſued a few days after, ſetting 
forth, that the Duke of Gloceſter and the 
other Lords were arreſted, not on account 
of any former riſing in arms, but for va- 
rious other miſpriſtons and extorfions, ex- 
preſsly mentions theirs and the Earl of 
Detby's affent. And they all accepted and 
executed the © King's commiſſion, requiring 
them to raiſe each of them a body of for- 
ces, in the whole 1800 men, and to attend 
the King at the enſuing Parliatnent, to be 
holden at Weſtminſter, in arms at the head 
of them. The King beſides ordered all the 
Knights and Gentlemen, who wore his livery 
of the Hart, to be ready in arms at the ſame 
time ; and was likewiſe provided with other 


5 Rymer, Fœd. Vol. 8. p. 6. Dated July 15, 1397. 
bid. p. 13. 
forces, 
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forces, and a ſtrong guard of Cheſhire men, 
upon whoſe fidelity he could depend at all 
events, 

The“ Parliament met on the 17th of 
September 1397, probably otherwiſe pre- 
pared to act as the King would have them, 
and beſides kept in awe by a powerful ar- 
my. 'The firſt thing they did was to re- 
peal the commiſſion and ſtatute of the 
tenth year of the King's reign, as being 
made traiterouſly againſt his will; and to 
revoke the pardon granted to the confe- 
derate Lords in the ſucceeding Parliament. 
The Commons then impeached Arundel 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury of high treaſon, 
in procuring and executing the commiſ- 
ſion, and adviſing the Duke of Gloceſter 
and others to take upon them Royal Power : 
on which he received fentence of ba- 
niſnment. The King, not daring to bring 
the Duke of Gloceſter to a public trial, had 
ordered him to be * privately murdered at 
Calais, He was now. impeached, together 
with the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, 
for procuring and executing the com- 


7 Rot. Parl. 21. K. 2. | 
* Articles againſt King Richard, No 32. Rot. Parl. 1, 
H. 4. item Placita Coront, Rot. Parl. 1. H. 4. 
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guilty of high treaſon, and attainted. The 
Earl of Arundel was beheaded, and the 
Earl of Warwick baniſhed. The Lord 
Cobham was found guilty of high treaſon, 
on the ſole charge of procuring and exe. 
cuting the commiſſion, and was baniſhed, 
The King ſatisfied with theſe proceedings, 
at the interceſſion of the Commons ex- 
cuſeth others of the Commiſſioners, the 


Duke of York, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 


and the Lord le Scrope, then living ; the 
Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, the 
Biſhop of Exeter, and the Abbot of Wal. 
tham, deceaſed ; and declares them innocent 
of the execution and intent of the com- 
miſſion, Which declaration, pronounced 
by the King himſelf from the Throne in 
Parliament, with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords, and by petition of the Com- 
mons, hath the force of ſtatute. 

Tho' the Biſhop of Wincheſter eſcapes, 
to all appearance, ſo freely on this occaſion, 
yet 'tis probable that the King, taking ad- 
vantage of his preſent circumſtances, ex- 
torted from him a loan of 10001. This 
9 ſum was demanded of him between 


* Rym, Feed, Vol. 8. p. 9. Dated Aug. 10, 1397+ | 
| the 
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the time of the ſeizing the Lords and the 
meeting of Parliament, when the King 
got large ſums from his ſubjects in this 
way of loan. In ſuch a conjuncture it 
was not ſafe for any one to refuſe ; the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter was rich, and had 
been in the commiſſion, and ſo was ſub- 
ject to a much larger . demand than any 
one beſide. 

The King having proceeded thus far 
with ſucceſs, adjourned the Parhament to 
the 28th of January, to meet at Shrewſ- 
bury, as a more proper place for complet- 
ing his deſign, The Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter, probably not caring to ſee what he 
could not prevent, ſent * thither his pro- 
curators to excuſe his abſence, on account 
of his ill health and infirmities, and to act 
for him. Here the King, as he imagined, 
eſtabliſhed his power on as firm a founda- 
tion, and in as full extent, as he could wiſh. 
He had gained the moſt conſiderable Lords 
intirely to his devotion, by conferring new 
honours upon them, and ſharing among 
them the confiſcated eſtates of the attainted 


' Regiſt, Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 153. * Qula 
nos corporali moleſtia & infirmitate ad præſens præ- 
„ pediti, &c.“ Dated High-Clere, Jan. 2oth, 1397-8, 
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Lords, The Parliament gave ſanction of 
law to all his proceedings, and to whatever 
he required of them, The anſwers of the 
Judges at Nottingham were confirmed, a; 
4 and lawful ; all the acts of the Par. 
iament of the eleventh year of the King 
were repealed and annulled; and a ſubſidy 
was granted to him for his life. At 
length the whole power of Parliament was 
by ſtatute devolved upon the King, twelve 
Lords, and fix of the Commons; or an) 
fix of the fortner, and any three of the 
latter. The King granted a general par- 
don ; but with proteſtation, that if the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament ſhould 
at any time impugn the grant of the ſub- 
ſidy for his life, then the ſaid pardon ſhould 

be null and void, 
There remained only one difficulty; 
which was, to give ſtability and a laſting 
ſanction to every thing thus ſettled ſo 
much to the King's ſatisfaction. For this 
purpoſe the Prelates, Lords, and Com. 
mons, were ſworn three ſeveral times dur. 
ing the courſe of this Parliament, twice at 
the ſhrine of St. Edward, and once at 


_ Shrewſbury, to hold and maintain all 1 
ord» 
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ordinances made in it. An oath * was de- 
viſed to the fame intent, which the King 
forced all his ſubjefs to take: they were 
required to ſwear and engage, not only 
for themſelves, but for their heirs and ſue- 
ceſſors alſo, The Biſhops were obliged to 
pronounce ſentence of excommunication 
againſt all, that ſhould act or adviſe any 
thing contrary to them. The King more- 
over had them confirmed by a Bulle ob- 
tained from the Pope. His Holineſs did 
not grant this favour without a proper 
return: the * King on his part granted a 
ſuſpenſion, or moderation, as he called it, . 
of the ſtatute againſt proviſions, made a 
few years before greatly to the ſatisfaction 
of the nation, The * Parliament had 
ſometimes before intruſted the King with 
a power, limited to a certain time, of dif- 
penſing with this ſtatute, by advice of his 
Council: the King now took upon him to 
diſpenſe with law by his own authority. 


* See Appendix, Ne AIV. This and the followln 
Record J have Inſerted In the —— as they eſtabll 
acts of ſome Importance, Which have eſcaped the notlee 
Four hilterlanss 

+ See Appendix, Ne XV, 

+ See Cotton's Abrldgment of the Parllament Rolle 
Index, In the word Prov//0ris All 
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All theſe precautions ſerved only to alarm 
the people, to awaken them to a ſenſe 
of the loſs of their liberties, and to haſten 
the revolution, which was ſo eaſily brought 
about the year following ; when Richard 
the Second was depoſed, and Henry of 
Bolingbroke Duke of Lancaſter placed on 
the throne, 

It does not appear, that the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter had any ſhare on either ſide 
in this extraordinary and important tran. 
action; farther than by his preſence * in 
the laſt Parliament of Richard the Second, 
held on September the zoth, 1399, when 
that unhappy Prince reſigned the Crown, 
and was ſolemnly depoſed, The firſt Par. 
liament of Henry the Fourth was ſum- 


moned a few days after; at“ which allo 


the Biſhop aſliſted, On“ the 23d of Oc- 
tober a ſolemn Council of the Lords in 
Parliament was held by the King's com- 
mand; and the queſtion propoſed by the. 


* As appears by the Regiſter ; he was at Southwark 
from this time till the end of November; nor is there 
any procuration entered, 

Rot. Parl. 1. H. 4, He was appointed (as uſual) 
one of the Triers of Petitions of Englund, Ireland, 
Wales, and Scotland, 


7 Rot, Parl. 1. H. 4. tit. 74, 76. . 
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Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with a ſtrict 
injunction of ſecrecy; what was to be 
done with the late King Richard, fo that 
he might be ſafely guarded, and his life 
preſerved? They were ſeverally aſked their 
opinions; and they adviſed, that he ſhould 
be kept under ſafe and ſecret guard in 
ſome retired place. In purſuance of which 
advice, October the 27th, the King being 
preſent in Parliament, Richard was adjudged 
to perpetual impriſonment. The names 
of all the Lords, that gave this advice, are 
expreſſed in the Record: there were fifteen 
Biſhops, ſeven Abbots, and thirty-ſix 
Lords ; the Biſhop of Wincheſter was not 
of the number, tho' at this time reſident 
at his palace in Southwark, His known 
attachment to the late King, his perſonal 
regard for him as his benefactor in many 
inſtances, and his veneration for the mo- 
mory of his father and grandfather his 
great patrons, would have made his pre- 
lence, on this delicate occaſion, as improper 
and diſagreeable with reſpect to himſelf, as 
it might have been unwelcome and offen- 
live to others, This was the laſt Parlia- 
ment which he attended in perſon : he * ever 


* Regiſt, Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 185, 204, 215, 
after 


* N 
\ 


0 THE LIFE QF 


after ſent procurators to excuſe his abſeng; 
on account of his age and infirmities. 
Soon after the diſmiſſion of the Parlig, 
ment, the Scots, taking advantage of the 
unſettled ſtate of the Nation, began hoſti. 
lities, and jnfeſted the borders. The de. 
ſigns of France were likewiſe ſuſpected, 
The King found it nece(lary to undertake 
an expedition to Scotland in perſan, but 
was unprovided with money, and was un. 
willing to call a Parliament again ſo ſoon 
to furniſh him with ſupplies. He there. 
fore ſummoned a * Great Council of Loyds 
and Prelates ; who, in conſideration of the 
preſſing neceſſity of the nation at this junce 
ture, granted the King an aid of them» 
ſelves : the Prelates gave a tenth, and the 
Lords engaged each of them to raiſe and 
maintain a certain number of forces, This 
was to ſet an example to the reſt of the 
Lords, who were not there preſent, and to 
the whole nation: letters under the Privy 
Seal were ſent to all the Abbies to demand 
a haſty ſupply ; and afterward to all the 


* Rym. Fœd. Vol. 7. p. 135. 
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Clergy, who complied with the demand, 
and granded a ſubſidy likewiſe of a tenth, 
This extraordinary Council was held .on 
February the gth following, The Biſhop 
of Wincheſter was ſummoned to it, and 
aſſiſted at it, Theſe are the laſt traces that 
remain of his appearing and acting in pub- 


lic affairs. 


THE 
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From the beginning of Henry the Fourtl's 
Reign to the Death of Wykeham, 


YKEHAM was now very far 
advanced in years, and had from 
his youth been conſtantly engaged in a 
multiplicity of buſineſs of the greateſt im- 
portance, both public and private, which 
he had attended with infinite aſſiduity and 
application : 'tis not to be wondered, that 
old age and continued labour in conjunc- 
tion 
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tion, ſhould bring upon him thoſe infirmi- 
ties, which are the uſual conſequences of 
each of them ſeparate ; and that. he ſhould 
be obliged at laſt to haye recourſe to 
eaſe and retirement, He had been bleſt 
with an excellent conſtitution, and had 
enjoyed an uncommon ſhare of health. He 
had now been Biſhop of Wincheſter above 
thirty years, and in all that time had ne- 
ver been interrupted by illneſs in the at- 
tendance upon his duty in every capacity, 
except once, He was ſomewhat out of 
order at Merewell about the middle of Fe- 
bruary, 1392-33 as I find by a procura- 
tion which he ſent to the Convocation, 
excuſing his abſence on that account. 
However his diſorder, whatever it was, 
ſeems not to have been ſuch as to hinder 
his attendance on common buſineſs at that 
time; and within a fortnight * he was able 
to remove to Farnham, and to celebrate 
an Ordination there, I have already in- 


' © Quia nos corporall moleſtla & allls prepeditl ne- 
“ gotiis,” &c, Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 112, 
„Et in medicin, preparat, apud Oxon, pro Domino 
Fundatore per literam ejuſdem Domini mill, ad Cuſtod. 
Ain feſto Purific, Beatz Mariz, 12 8. 10d, 4.“ Rot, 
Comp. Coll, Nov, an. 1393. 

* Regilt, Wykeham, part 2, In Ordinat, March 1, 1392. 
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timated, that the illneſs, which prevented 
his attending the Parliament at Shreyſ. 
bury, might perhaps be partly political; 
before this time, as ſoon as the Adjourn. 
ment thither was made, he had ſent * the 
like excuſe to the Convocation, which wa 
to meet on the eighth of October; and 
joined to this excuſe the plea of much bu. 
ſineſs of other kinds. This plea itſelf ſup. 
poſes, that his illneſs was not very ſevere; 
and we find accordingly *, that at this time 
he was well enough to remove from South. 
wark to Eſher and Farnham, as he had oo 
caſion. About the beginning of Novem» 
ber he retired to High-Clere, and conti 
nued there near four months; where he 
was ſtill able to tranſact buſineſs of all 
forts, and among the reſt to go through 
the * ceremony of delivering the Pall to 
Roger Walden, the new Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury. During the two firſt years 
of Henry the Fourth *, I find him from 


3 Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 15r. * Qui 
* nos corporali moleſtia & aliis præpediti negotis, 
Kc. Dated Eſher, October 4th, 1397. 

+ Regiſt, Wykeham, 

5 Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3, b. fol. 154. Feb. 17 
1307. 
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time to time removing from one to an- 
other of his Palaces in the country, as he 
uſed to do. The firſt remarkable indica- 


tion of his weakneſs and inability of body 


appears in the month of May 1401, when 
he was not able to undergo the fatigue 
of adminiſtring Ordination; but, tho pre- 
ſent himſelf, he procured another Biſhop 
to ordain for him: and he was ever after 
obliged to continue the ſame method of 
ſupplying that part of his office. At the 
end of this year he retired to South- 
waltham ; nor did he ever remove from 
thence ; except once or twice, on occaſion 
of ſome particular buſineſs, and that no 
farther than to Wincheſter. 

The Biſhop, with his uſual precaution 
and care, had duly weighed and prepared 
for this contingency. To ſecure to him- 
ſelf his own freedom of action, and to 
prevent all diſagreeable interpoſitions of 
authority ; which, however proper and ne- 
cellary in ſuch caſes, might perhaps be at- 


' Regiſt. Wykeham, part 2. in Ordinat. The per- 
lon, who from this time generally performed this office 
for him, was the famous Thomas Merks, the deprived 
Biſhop of Carliſle. 

* Regiſt, Wykeham. 
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tended with much inconvenience, and tend 
to aggravate rather than relieve the in- 
firmities of age; he had above ten years 
before procured a Bulle from the Pope, 
giving him leave and authority, in con- 
ſideration of his age and ill health, to 
aſſume to himſelf one or more Coadju- 
tors, without the advice and conſent of 
the Archbiſhop of . Canterbury, or of the 
Chapter of Wincheſter ; and, as often a 
it ſhould. pleaſe him, to remove them, and 
in the place of the removed to depute an- 
other or others, as he ſhould think pro- 
per. The Biſhop did not find himſelf un- 
der a neceſſity of making uſe of this fa- 
culty before the two laſt years of his life. 
On the fourth of January, 1402-3, be 
produced the Pope's Bulle, and having 
ordered it to be read and publiſhed, he 
in virtue of it then deputed in prope | 
form Dr. Nicholas Wykeham and Dr. 
John Elmer to be his Coadjutors : and 
from that time forward all buſineſs pro- 


ceeded with their expreſs conſent, and by 
their authority, 


* Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 206, The Bulle 
is dated July 27, 1391, 
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Being thus relieved, in a great meaſure, 
from the conſtant perſonal attendance on 
the duties of his charge, he devoted his 
whole time and application to the diſ- 
poſal of his temporal goods, and to the 
care of his ſpiritual concerns, He finiſhed 
and ſigned his * Will on the 4th of July, 
1403- The largeneſs and multiplicity of 
his legacies, and the great exactneſs with 
which every thing relating to them 1s or- 
dered, muſt have required much attention, 
and evidently ſhews in what ſtrength and 
perfection he ſtill enjoyed all the faculties 
of his mind. That extenſive and. almoſt 
boundleſs generoſity, which peculiarly diſ- 
tinguiſhed his whole life, 1s here fully diſ- 
played: it comprehends all orders and 
7 degrees of men from the higheſt to the 
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N loweſt, and anſwers every poſſible demand 
oc piety, gratitude, affection, and charity. 
. He ſtill maintained the ſame principle, up- 
0 on which he had always acted, and which 
. is perhaps the moſt certain and indubi- 


j table teſt of true liberality ; as he had al- 
ways made it a rule to himſelf, never to 
defer a generous and munificent a&tion ——.. 
le / 
See Appendix, Ne XVII. 
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to another day, when he had the preſen 
ability and the immediate opportunity of 
performing it; ſo now he was no ſooner 
come to a final determination with regard 
to the diſpoſal of his riches, than he be. 
gan himſelf to fulfil his own intentions; 
and in a great many inſtances, in which 
his preſent liberality would enhance the 
benefit which he deſigned to confer, he 
diſtributed his Legacies with his own hands, 
and became the executor of his own will. 
This made 1t neceſſary for him ſome time 
afterwards to add a Codicil to it ; by which 
he declares theſe articles fully diſcharged, 
and acquits his executors of all demand 
on account of them and all others, in 
which he ſhould for the future in like 
manner anticipate their office, 

It was a matter of principal concern 
with all pious perſons, and made no ſmall 
part of the religion of that age, to offer 
up their prayers for the dead, and to ſe- 
cure for their own ſouls, after their de- 
parture, the benefit of the interceſſions of 
poſterity. This perſuaſion owed its origin 
to certain cuſtoms, that prevailed in the 
early ages of the Church; innocent per- 


haps and blameleſs in themſelves, but mil- 
taken 
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taken at length, and perverted from their 
firſt intention to much ſuperſtition both in 
opinion and practice. Prayers for the dead 
ſeem at firſt to have been uſed only at 
their funerals. For the greater ſolemnity, 
they often choſe to join the ſervice of the 
interment of the dead to- the celebration 
of the Euchariſt ; and hence perhaps aroſe 
the cuſtom of adding alms and oblations 
to the ſervice for the dead, tho' not joined 
with the Euchariſt, In time it became the 
practice to repeat theſe ſervices annually : 
anniverſary days were kept for private per- 
ſons by their own friends and relations ; 
for Martyrs more publicly, and with grez ter 
ceremony; firſt at their ſepulchres, after- 
ward in the Churches, which it became the 
cuſtom to build over their ſepulchres, and 
even to dedicate to the ſaints there depò- 
ited, All this by degrees crept into the 
public ſervice of the Church: annual 
oblations and ſacrifices of commemoration, 
as they were called, were made for them : 
at the celebration of the Euchariſt, the 
names of Martyrs, Confeſſors, and Bi- 
ſhops departed in the faith, were publicly 
recited; and a ſolemn commemoration was 
made of the dead in general, with prayers, 
&-& . ſome 
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ſome by way of thankſgiving to God . 
their deliverance out of the troubles of this 
world, others by way of interceſſion, that 
he would receive them to reſt, and par. 
don their failings and infirmities. The 
people began to conclude, that ſuch ſer. 
vices were not merely intended for a me. 
morial of the deceaſed, and for their own 


edification, but were in ſome way profit 


able to thoſe, in whoſe behalf they ſeemed 
to be made, Theſe oblations and  ſacti- 
fices, tho' called commemorative, were 


eaſily miſtaken for propitiatory ; and the 


dead were ſuppoſed to obtain pardon: of 
their fins through the interceſſion. of the 
living. At laſt, to account fully for a 
practice either ill founded or miſunderſtood, 
the doctrine of Purgatory was inyented, 
or rather borrowed from the heathen, For 
it happens in Theology, as well as in Na- 
tural Philoſophy, that to give ſupport and 
conſiſtency to our own vain imaginations, 
with regard to ſome obſcure and miſtaken 
queſtion, we are apt to have recourſe to 
ſome new Hypotheſis equally 1maginary 

and vain. 
Wykeham by diſpoſition, by education, 
by principle, and by habit, had a deep 
tincture 
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tincture of piety and devotion, He was 
perſuaded of the truth of all parts of the 
religion, in which he had been inſtructed 
in his childhood ; but he ſeems. to have 
been particularly poſſeſſed with the notion 
of the reaſonableneſs and efficacy of pray. 
ers for the dead. It * 1s recorded of him, 
that he always performed this part of the 
public ſervice of the Church with pecu- 
liar intenſeneſs and fervor, even to the 
abundant effuſion of tears. Tis not to be 
wondered, therefore, if we find him more 
eſpecially careful in procuring the inter- 
ceſſion of the faithful in behalf of himſelf, 
his parents, and benefactors. Beſide the 
proviſions, which he made for this purpoſe 
in both his Colleges by his ſtatutes, he #4 

had 


3 « Ft nedum ſua, ſicut præmittitur, ſed & ſemet 
6 4 Deo vivum ſacrificium optulit, ubi inter miſ- 
ſarum ſolempnia, præſertim ea parte miſſæ qua pro 
« vivis & mortuis ſpecialiter agitur memoria, lacrimas 
„ habundantius effundebat, ex cordis humilitate repu- 
* tans ſe indignum, ut frequentius ſuis ſecretariis jam 
«* expreſſit, quod tantum perageret officium, & tam 
. tractaret eccleſiæ ſacramentum,” MS. Coll. 
Wint. 

Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 57, 76, & 132. 
It appears from fol. 57, that this Chantry was founded 
before Auguſt 22, 138 3. But it is probable, from his 
granting ſome eſtates to the Priory of Suthwyk in the " 


43d 
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had long before founded a Chantry of 
fre Prieſts, to pray for the ſouls of hi 
father and mother only, in the Priory of 
Suthwyk. He © likewiſe paid to the Chap. 
ter of Windſor two hundred pounds for 
the purchaſe of twenty marks a year, to 
make a perpetual endowment for one ad. 
ditional Chaplain; on condition that hit 
obit ſhould be annually celebrated, and his 
ſoul, and the ſouls of Edward the Third, 
of his own parents, and of his benefac. 
tors, be daily recommended in their prayers, 
But he thought it alſo more pazrticulatly 
expedient to eſtabliſh a conſtant ſervice of 
this kind in his own Church, in that part 
of it, which he had rebuilt, and where he 
had choſen the place of his burial, Ae. 
cordingly he had deſigned from the firſt, 
and had now finiſhed, in that part, a 
Chapel, or Oratory, which was to be his 
ſepulchre and his chantry, The ſituation 
of this Chapel ſeems not at all well cho- 


43d year of Edward the Third, that he eſtabliſhed it 
as ſoon as he was made Biſhop of Wincheſter, Index 
Rot, Pat. Bibl. Cotton. Titus, C. 2. Tanner. Notit, 
Monaſt. p. 162. 

5 MS, Coll. Wint. 

s Ex Originali Indentura in Archivis Eccleſia Winds 
ſor. Dat. May 29, 1402. 


ſen, 
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ſen, if we conſider it with reſpe& to the 
whole building ; in which it has no good 


e <f:&, but creates an irregularity and an 
> WW embarraſſment, which it had been better 
for to have avoided, But Wykeham was de- 
"a termined to the choice of this particular 
" place, by a conſideration of a very dif- 
1 ferent kind; by an early prejudice, and a 
lg ſtrong religious impreſſion, which had been 
„ fampcd on his mind in his childhood. 
i In this part of the old Church there had 
been 
f 


71 « Frat enim Wilhelmus, pater venerabills antedle- 
t " tus, a primevo litterarum ſtudio Wynton, traditus 
deo non modicum, & Eccleſiz ſacroſanctæ devotus, 
nec non baſilice majoris Wynton. in qua ut ſperatur 
4 miſeratione divina poſtmodum prefuit, ubi jam hu- 
matus corpore requieſcit, limina frequentans devote, 
„& coram Beate Virginis Marie ymagine, ſtante in 
capella in qua traditus eſt eccleſiaſtice —— 
ſuas ſpeciales fundens orationes cotidie, miſſam ma- 
* tutinalem cujuſdam monachi, Pekiſmaſſe tune dictam 
« yulgariter, indies conſuevit audire; & ſic in puert- 
* tia a ſe pigritudine [/-ge, pigri'ulinis) ſompnum ex- 
* cutiens, ſecundum beati Petri Apoſtoli doctrinam, in- 

* cepit in orationibus vigilare,” MS. Coll. Wint. 
Non eſt igitur poſtponendum, quod in hac ætate 
* frequentare eccleſiam dulce habuit, crebrius orationi 
« incumbere, ſacris miſſarum intereſſe ſolempniis. Ve- 
* rum & ſpecialem devotionem habuit ad beatam Dei 
Genetricem, ob cujus honorem ſæpius viſitavit ec - 
cleſiam Sancti Swythuni, coram ymagine ejuſdem 
* tunc poſita in quadam columpna ejuſdem eceleſiæ 
“ genibus 


himſelf under her protection, and in a 


4 genibus flexis eam humiliter deprecans, ut ſuis pre- 


gilt, Coll. Wint. 
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been an altar dedicated to the Bleſſed Virgin, 8 | 
with her image ſtanding above it; at this Ml fu 
altar a maſs uſed to be celebrated every w. 
morning, which ſeems to have been a fa. Wl 
vourite one, and much frequented, at the 
time when Wykeham was a boy, and at 
ſchool at Wincheſter ; for it had gotten 
particular name among the people, and 
was called Pekilmaſſe, from the name of 
a Monk of the Convent, who uſually of- 
ficiated in it. Young Wykeham was con. 
ſtant in his daily attendance, and fervent 
in his devotions, at this Maſs. He ſeems 
even then to have choſen the Bleſſed Vir. 
gin as his peculiar patroneſs, to have placed 


manner to have dedicated himſelf to her 
ſervice: and probably he might ever after 


& cibus ad talem ſtatum mereretur aſſumi, ut non ſolum 
* ipſam, ſed filium ejus Jeſum Chriſtum in Eccleſia mi- 
© litante dignius honoraret,” Tractatus in Vet. Re 


* Cujus corpus jacet tumulatum in oratorio Beatz 
« Marie Virginis in navi Eccleſiæ Cathedralis Wynton, 
„ quod ipſe ſuperſtes in honorem ejuſdem Virginls fler 
* ordinavit. In quo ad minus tres miſſæ ſpeciales pro 
*« anima ejuſdem patris, parentum & benefactorun 
« ſuorum, ac omninm fidelium defunctorum, cotidlc 
* celebrantur,” Ibid, 


imagine 
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imagine himſelf indebted to her eſpecial 
ſavour for the various ſucceſſes, which he 
was bleſſed with through his life. This 
ſeems to have been the reaſon of his dedi- 
cating to her his two Colleges,. and calling 
them by her name; over all the principal 
gates of which he has been careful to have 
himſelf repreſented as her votary, in the 
act of adoration to the Bleſſed Virgin, as 
his and their common guardian, And this 
it was that determined the ſituation of his 
chantry. He erected his Chapel in the 
very place, where he had been uſed to per- 
form his daily devotions in his younger 
days ; between the two pillars, again(t one 
of which ſtood the altar above mentioned. 
He dedicated the Chapel to the Bleſſed 
Virgin; the altar was continued in the 
ſame place as before, and probably the 
very ſame image was erected above it: which, 
with the other ornaments of the ſame 
kind, both within the Chapel and without, 
was deſtroyed in the laſt century, by the 
zeal of modern enthuſiaſm, exerting itſelf 
with a blind and indiſcreet rage againſt all 
the venerable and beautiful monuments, 
whether of antient piety or ſugerſtition. | 
The 
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The Biſhop * ordered his body ta be 
depoſited in the middle of this Chape! 
and a little before his death, he himſelf 
by agreement with the Prior and Convent, 
directed the ſervices, which were to be 
petually performed in it, in the following 
9 manner, 

The Prior and Convent, in conſidera. 
tion of a benefaction made to them by the 
Biſhop of about the yearly value of twenty 
marks ; and likewiſe in conſideration of 
his having at a great expence, in a moſt 


decent and handſome manner, rebuilt from 


the foundations his and their Cathedral 
Church of Wincheſter, and given to it a 
great number of veſtments and other or- 
naments; as alſo in gratitude for many 
other favours and benefits moſt generouſly 


conferred upon them by him; being de- 


ſirous, to the utmoſt of their ability, to 
compenſate with ſpiritual goods the many 
benefits both temporal and ſpiritual re- 
ceived from him, engage for themſelves 


and their ſucceſſors to perform for ever 


the following ſervices for the health of lus 


* See Appendix, Ne XVII. 
o Ibid, N* XVI. 


8 ſoul, 
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ſoul, and of the ſouls of his parents and 
benefactors, In the firſt place, in the 
Chapel in the nave of the | Church, 
where the Biſhop has choſen to be bu- 
ried, three maſles ſhall be celebrated daily, 
for him and his benefactors particularly, 
by the Monks of the Convent: the firſt 
maſs De Sancta Maria, early in the morn- 
ing throughout the year; the two other 
malſes, later in the morning, at tierce or 
at ſixth hour, either De Sanctis, or De tem- 
ſorali, as the devotion of the perſons offi- 
ciating ſhall incline them: in each of which 
maſſes the collect Rege gumſumus ſhall be 
ſaid during the Biſhop's life for his good 
eſtate, and the prayer Deus cui proprium, 
for the ſouls of his parents and benefac- 
tors. After the Biſhop's deceaſe, inſtead 
of the collect Rege guæſumus, ſhall be ſaid 
the prayer, Deus qui inter Apoſtolicos, for 
the Biſhop, and for him only. The Prior 
is to pay to each of theſe Monks every 
day one penny; The Sacriſt is to provide 
for them bread, wine, book, chalice, veſt- 
ments, candles for the altar, palls, and all 
other neceſſarics and ornaments, They 


Ses the Roman Mliſſal, Brevlary, Hours, &e. 
more- 


lium, or Inclina, for the ſouls of the fa 
his ſoul after his deceaſe, and for the foul 


Prior is. to pay to the Almoner yearly on 


the uſe of the ſaid boys. It is farther 


Prieſt's orders ſhall be appointed weekly 
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moreover engage, that the charity boy 
of the Priory ſhall every night for ever 
fing at the ſaid Chapel in honour of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary the anthem Sake 
Regina, or Ave Regina, and after it ſay the 
Pſalm De profundis, with the prayer Hd. 


ther and mother of the Biſhop, and far 


of all the faithful deceaſed : for which the 


the feaſt of the Annunciation of the Bleſſed 
Virgin ſix ſhillings and eight pence for 


ordered, that the Monks of the Convent in 


to the performance of theſe ſervices in 4 
table by courſe z and that, if any one 6 
appointed ſhall by ſudden infirmity or 
otherwiſe be hindred from officiating, he 
ſhall give notice to the Prior or his ſubſti- 
tute, who ſhall nominate another to ſup- 
ply his place, This engagement of the 
Prior and Convent is dated the 16th of 
Auguſt, 1404. 

Thus Wykeham, having finally ſettled 
all his temporal and ſpiritual concerns, 
and being about this time full eighty years 


of 


er 


he 


” >» & 
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of age; with much piety and reſignation 
waited the hour of his diſſolution. He 
ſeems to have ſunk by a gentle and gra- 
dual decay. Tho' weak in body, he re- 
tained all the faculties of his' mind to the 
laſt, Even * ſince he had taken his Coad- 
jutors to his aſſiſtance, he had ſtill per- 
ſonally attended and directed his affairs 
both public and private, as he uſed to 
do before ; admitting all perſons, that had 
buſineſs to tranſact with him, to his up- 
per chamber. This practice he was able 
to continue at leaſt till within four days of 
his death, He died at South Waltham, on 
' Saturday the 27th day of September, 
about eight o'clock in the morning, in the 
year 1404. 

He was buried, b to his direc- 
tions, in his own Oratory, in the Cathedral 
Church of Wincheſter, His funeral was 
attended by a great concourſe of people of 
all forts ; many, as we may well ſuppoſe, 
being drawn thither by their affection to 
him, and regard for his memory; and 
great numbers, as we may be fully aſſured, 


* Regiſt, Wykeham, 
 TraQtat, 4 | itulus Teſtament), in Vet. Regiſt, Coll. 


Vint, 
U of 
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of the poorer ſort coming to partake of 
the alms ſtill reached out to them by the 


ſame munificent hand, that had fo long 
been continually open to relieve their wantz, 
For he had ordered by his will, that in 
| Whatever place he ſhould happen to die, 
and through whatever places his body 
ſhould be carried, between the place of hi 
death and the Cathedral Church of Win. 
cheſter, in all theſe places to every poor 
tenant, that had held of him there as B 
ſhop of Wincheſter, ſhould be given, to 
pray for his ſoul, four pence ; and to every 
other poor perſon aſking alms, two pence, 
or one penny. at leaſt, according to the 
diſcretion of his executors : and that on 
the day of his burial, to every poor pet. 
ſon coming to Wincheſter, and aſking alm 
for the love of God and for the health of 
his ſoul, ſhould be given four pence, 

I ſhall here proceed to give a ſummary 
account of the other legacies, benefactiom 
and charities, bequeathed by him in his will 

To the poor in the priſons of News 
gate London, the Mareſhalſy, Wolvely, 
Wincheſter, Oxford, Berkſhire, Gull 


+ See Appendix, Ne XVII, 
+ See Appendix, Ibid, 


| ford, 


= * > r -*' 3] - Oo: © FF”. 


* 


ns 
of 


d, 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 297 


ſord, Old and New Sarum, he ordered to 
be diſtributed the ſum of two hundred 
pounds. This was one of thoſe charitable 
bequeſts, which he anticipated in his life- 
time, He likewiſe lived to ſee his building 
of the Church of Wincheſter in a manner 
finiſhed, for which he had alſo made pro- 
viſion by his will. ; | 

To the King he bequeaths a pair of ſilver 
baſons gilt, and remitts to him a debt of 
five hundred pounds, 

To the Archbiſhop of Canterbury (Tho- 
mas Arundel,) and to his ſucceſſor in the 
Biſhoprick of Wincheſter, ſeveral legacies 
in jewels, plate, and books, To the Bi- 
ſhop of London (Robert Braybroke,) his 
large filk bed and furniture in the beſt 


The 3 of Wlacheſter lent the King 400 l. 
on the 1ſt of July 1402. The money was to be pald 
on Chriſtmas day following z and for the Biſhop's ſe- 
_ the King put Into his hands certaln jewels, giving 
him leave to ſell them, and pay himſelf, if the mone 

ſhould not be paid at the time agreed on, Rym. Feed. 
Vol. 8. p. = The executors of William of Wykeham 
lite Biſhop of Wincheſter perltlon the Council for pay- 
ment of debts due from the King to the ſald Biſhop i viz, 
3301, over and above 5001, remitted to the King by his 
will, and 10001, the debt of Richard the Second due 
* patent, MS, Rym. Hen, 4th, Vol, 2d, Ne 
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amber of his palace at Wincheſter, with 
& whole ſuit of tapeſtry hangings in the 
ſams apartment. 

To the Church of Wincheſter, his new 

rleh veſtment of blue cloth, embroidered 
Wien gold, with thirty gopes of the ſame 
with gold fringes; a pyx of beril for the 
hoſte ; and a croſs of gald with reliques of 
the true croſs, © 

To the Pri r of Winthitter, late to the 
value of tw ty pounds; and to every 
Monk of the Convent [ain Prieſts, 
five marks; and to gy pee of them in 
lower orders, forty ene pray for 
his ſoul. 

To his College i Oxford, his Mitre 
Croſier *, Dalmatics, and Sandals. 

To his College at Wincheſter, another 
Mitre, the Bible“ which he commonly 
uſed, and ſeveral other books. 

To each of the Wardens of his Colleges, 
ten marks; and plate to the value of twenty 


The Convent conſiſted of 'a Prior and forty · to 
_ Leger-book of the Churchyof Wint, N* 1: 
ol. 20. _ 
See the Plate angeked, | Wo 
9 «© Biblia cum clapſulis de nto deaurat. ex le- 
ic gato Domini Fundatoris, Pret, v111, marc.“ Vet. 
Regiſt, Coll. Wiat, 


marks; 
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marks; the latter to be tranſmitted to their 
ſucceſſors, O 40 

To every Fellow, Chaplain, and Scho- 
lar, of his College in Oxford, from twenty 
ſix ſhillings and eight pence, to thirteen 
ſhillings and four pence, according to their 
orders and degreesz and ten pounds to be 
divided between the Clerks, Choriſters, and 
Servants. | 

To the Schoolmaſter of Wincheſter 
College, five pounds; to each of the Fel- 
lows, twenty»ſix ſhillings and eight pence ; 
to the Uſher, and each of the Chaplains, 
twenty ſhillings z to each of the Scholars, 
ſix ſhillings and eight pencez and ten 
marks to be divided between the Clerks, 
Choriſters, and Servants, 

To the fabrick of the Church of Sarum, 
twenty pounds, for the celebration of his 
exequies on the day of his obit, and on the 
thirtieth day after his death, by the Canons 
and Miniſters of the ſaid Church, 

To the Abbot of Hyde, a piece of gilt 
plate, value ten pounds; to every one of 
the Monks of the ſame Monaſtery, being 
Prieſts, forty ſhillings ; and to every one of 
them in lower orders, twenty ſhillings, to 
pray for his ſoul, 

U 3 To 


its, 


294 THE LIFE OF 

To the Abbeſs of the Monaſtery of $:, 
Mary Winton, five marks; and to even 
one of the Nuns ?, thirteen ſhillings and 
four pence, | 

To the Prior and Convent of St. 
Overy Suthwerk, for the repair of thei 
Church, and to pray for his ſoul, fort 
pounds, being a debt remitted, 

To the Abbot and Convent of Waverly, 
ten pounds, to pray for his ſoul, 

To the Abby of Tichefield, one pair oſ 
veſtments, and a chalice, | 

To the Prior and Convent of Tanton 
one hundred marks, to pray for his ſoul, 

To the Abbeſs of the Monaſtery of Nun 
at Romeſey, five marks: to Felicia Aa, 
Nun of the ſame Monaſtery, five pounds; 
and to each of the other Nuns, thirteen 
ſhillings and four pence, 

To the Abbeſs and Convent of the ſam; 
Monaſtery, for the repair of their Church 
and Cloyſter, a debt of forty pounds te 
mitted, 

To the fabrick of the pariſh Church d 
Romeſey, twenty marks, 


There were xxl Nuns at the diſſolution, Tanne 
Notit, Monaſt, a. | diſſol | 


To 
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To the Abbeſs and Convent of Where- 
well, to pray for his ſoul, twenty marks, 

To the Prior and Convent of St. De- 
nis Southampton, for the repair of their 
Church, twenty marks, 

To the Prioreſs and Convent of Wynte- 
ney, to pray for his ſoul, ten pounds, 

To the Priory and Convent of Taurigge, 
to pray for his ſoul, five pounds, 

To be diſtributed among the brethren, 
and ſiſters, and poor, of the Hoſpital of 
St, Thomas Suthwerk, to pray for his ſoul, 
ten marks, 

To the Hoſpital of St. Croſs near Win- 
cheſter, one pair of veſtments, with a 
chalice, and one pair of ſilver baſons. 

To the Hoſpital of St. Nicholas at Porteſ- 
mouth, one pair of veſtments, with a 
chalice, 

To the Church of St. Mary Southamp- 
ton, one pair of veſtments, with a chalice, 

To the College of St. Elizabeth, (Win- 
ton) a pair of filver baſons, and two filver 
cups, for the uſe of the high altar, 

To the Hoſpital of St. Mary Magda- 
lenenear Wincheſter, for the repair of the 
Church and houſes belonging to it, five 
pounds, 
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To the Siſters of the Hoſpital of the Al. 
monry of the Church of St. Swythun, forty 
ſhillings, to be equally divided between 
them, to pray for his ſoul; 

To each of the Churches of Hameldon 
and Eaſtmeone, one ſervice-book With 
notes, of thoſe belonging to his own 
Chapel, and one chalice. 

To each of five Churches of his patron 
age, one intire veſtment, namely for = 
deacon, and ſubdeacon, with a cope, and 
one chalice, 

To each of five others likewiſe, one cope 
of thoſe belonging to his Chapel, and one 
chalice, 

To each of the Convents of the four 
orders of Mendicant Friars in the city of 
Wincheſter, ten marks, to pray for his 
ſoul, 

To fifteen of his kindred, for themſelves 
and for the children alſo of ſome of them, 
from one hundred to twenty pounds a piece, 
in the whole eight hundred twenty-three 
pounds fix ſhillings and eight pence. 

To Selote Purbyk, ten pounds, 

To each of the chief Juſtices, a ring to 
the value of five pounds, G 
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To Mr. William Hengford, a ring of 
gold, or one table diamond, to the _ 
of five pounds, 

To Mr. Robert Faryngton, a oſalter, 
and a pair of beads, 

To John Uvedale, and Henry Popham, 
(Eqrs.) each of them a ſilver cup or jewel, 
to the value of ten marks. 

To John Chamflour, Nicholas Bray, and 
stephen Carre, each of them a cup or 
jewel, to the value of five pounds. 

To Mr. William Savage, Rector of O- 
verton, twenty pounds. 

To Dr. John Keton, Precentor of the 
Church of Southampton, twenty pounds, 

And other legacies, in plate or money, 
to be diſtributed to the perſons named in 
a roll, annexed to the will, and ſealed 
with his ſeal, according to the directions 
therein contained. The number of the 
perſons, being others of his friends, and 
his officers, and ſervants, of all degrees 
whatſoever, is above one hundred and fifty; 
and the value of theſe legacies in the whole 
amounts to near one thouſand pounds. 
All theſe he diſcharged in his lifetime, and 
had the pleaſure of diſtributing with his 
own hands, 

He 


* 
L 
T7 
N 
5 
* 
* 
= 
1 
1 
LY ©: 
* 
| | 
PF. . 
N 
8 
IF 
11 
1 
3 
\ 1 1 
. 
9 
1 
1 1 
3 
. 
ö 
: 
| . 
54 
4 
" 
4 
5 
2 
1 
0 
4 
1 
8 
4 1 
tf 4 
1 
is 
Li 
by j 


them only, who ſhould take upon then 
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He appoints Robert (Braybroke,) Biſhop 

of London, Dr. Nicholas Wykeham (Arch. 

deacon of Wilts,) Dr. John Elmere (his Of. 


ficial General,) Dr. John Campeden (Arch. 


deacon of Surry,) Thomas Chelrey, Stew. 
ard of the lands of the Biſhoprick, Thomas 
Wykeham, his great-nephew and heir, and 
Dr. Thomas Ayleward Rector of Havont, 
to be his executors, To whom he bequeathu 
one thouſand pounds in recompence for 
their trouble in the adminiſtration of hi 
will, to be equally divided among thoſe cf 


that charge. 

The reſidue of his goods he leaves to be 
difpoſed of by his executors for the health 
and remedy of his ſoul, (that is, to pious 
and charitable uſes,) faithfully and con- 
ſcientiouſly, as they ſhall anſwer it at the 
laſt day. 

The whole value of the bequeſts of hi 
will amounts to between ſix and ſeven 
thouſand the indeterminate con- 
dition of ſeveral articles making it im- 
poſſible to reduce it to an exact eſtims- 
tion. 


He 
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He had before put Sir Thomas Wyke- 
ham his heir into poſſeſſion of manors and 
eſtates to the value of ſix hundred marks a 
year; and * he depoſited in the hands of 
the Warden and Scholars of New College 
one hundred pounds for the defence of his 
title to the ſaid eſtates, to be kept by them, 
and to be applied to no other uſe whatever, 
for twenty years after the Biſhop's deceaſe ; 
after which term, the whole, or remainder, 
not ſo applied, was to be freely delivered 
to Sir Thomas Wykeham, or his heirs, 

As there are ſeveral other inſtances of 
Wykeham's munificence and charity, which 
have not had occaſion to mention before, 
I ſhall recite them here in the order in 


which they happen to occur. 


At * his firſt entrance upon the Biſhop- 
rick of Wincheſter, he remitted to his poor 
tenants certain acknowledgments, uſually 
paid and due by cuſtom, to the amount 
of + five hundred and two pounds one ſhil- 
ling and ſeven pence, 


1 To 
: MS, Coll. Wint. 


Ex Originali Indentura in Archivis Coll, Wine, 
: ! MS, Coll, Wiat, 
KRecognicio tenencium Epiſcopatus Wynton. ſol- 


a rnd in primo adventu cujuſlibet Epiſcopi: vide- 
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To * ſeveral Officers of the Biſhoprick, 
who were grown poor and become object: 
of his liberality, he at different times re- 
mitted ſums due to him, to the amount of 
two thouſand marks, | 
He paid for his tenants three ſeveral 
times the ſubſidies granted to the King by 
Parliament, 

In ' the year 1377, out of his mere 
good will and liberality he diſcharged' the 
whole debts of the Prior and Convent of 
Selborne, to the amount of one hundred 


&« De Taunton & Rympton c libr. xxxij s. viij d. 
% De Dounton xliij libr. xv s. viij d. 

« De Twyford xlj libr. xij s. 

„ De Waltham xxxij libr. xiij s. ij d. 


„De Meones ly libr. xiij s. iij d. 


« De Sutton xxx] libr. xix s. x d. 

„% De Farnham xxxiljj libr. xvj s. viij d. 
„De Clera xxxviij libr. xiij denar. 

« De Wytteneye Ixix libr. vij ſolid. 

Item de Ivyngho & Wergrave lij libr. xs. 
« Sum. total, D11 lib. xix denar.“ 

MS. penes Dom. Epiſc. Wint. fol. 122. 

The exact agreement of this MS. with MS, Coll. 
Wint. in this particular, ſhews the authority of the 
latter MS.; and confirms what I had before ſaid of it, 
(Pref 1ſt Edit.) that the writer of it had acceſs to the 
accounts of Wykeham's ſtewards, and that it is the 
moſt authentic account of him that is extant, 

> MS, Coll. Wint. 6 Ibid, 

7 Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 209. 
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and ten marks, eleven ſhillings, and ſix 

nce: and "a few years before he died, he 
made a free gift to the ſame Priory of one 
hundred marks, On which accounts, the 
Prior and Convent voluntarily engaged for 
the celebration of two maſſes a day by two 
Canons of the Convent for ten years, for 
the Biſhop's welfare, if he ſhould live ſo 
long, and for his ſoul, if he ſhould die 
before the expiration of that term, 

From the time of his being made Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter he abundantly pro- 
vided for a certain number of poor, twenty 
four at the leaſt, every day; not only feed- 
ing them, but alſo diſtributing money 
among them to ſupply their neceſſities of 
every kind. 

He * continually employed his friends, 
and thoſe that attended upon him, to ſeek 
out the propereſt objects of his charity ; to 
ſearch after thoſe whoſe modeſty would 
not yield to their diſtreſſes, nor ſuffer them 
to apply for relief; to go to the houſes 


3 Ibid. fol. 188, 


* MS. Coll. Wint. & Tractat. in Vet. Regiſt, Coll. 
int. 


| Ibid, 
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of the ſick and needy, and to inform them. 
ſelves particularly of their ſeverab calami. 
ties: and his beneficence adminiftred large. 
ly to all their wants. He ſupported the in- 
firm, he relieved the diſtreſſed, he fed the 
hungry, and he clothed the naked. 

To * the poor Friars of the orders ſab. 
ſiſting on charity he was always very h- 
beral. His hoſpitality was large, conſtant, 
and univerſal; his houſe was open to all, 
and frequented by the rich and great, in 
proportion as it was crowded by the poor 
and indigent, 

He was ever attentive and eompaſſion- 
ate to ſuch as were impriſoned for debt; 
he inquired into their circumſtances, com- 
pounded with their creditors, and procured 
their releafe. In this article of charity he 
expended three thouſand marks. 


* Thid. I meet with the following caſual inſtance of 
his liberality in this way, in Rot. Comp, Coll. Nov, ann 
1377. Item indiſtributione facta quattuor ordinibuy 
+ fratrum mendicantium Oxon. de elemoſina Dominl, 
% Xili, lib, xix 8. præcepto Domini i viz, fratribus Pre- 
« dicatoribus Ixx 8. Minoribus cill s. Carmelitis 1vil s. & 
« Auguſtinenſibus xlix s. & fic viz, omnibus fratribus 
« in villa Oxon, predict, xii d.“ It appears from hence, 


that there were at this time in the city of Oxford 279 
Mendicant Friars, 


3 MS, Coll, Wint. 
The 
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The * roads between London and Win- 
cheſter, and in many other places, when 
they were very bad, and almoſt impaſſable, 
he repaired and amended; making cauſeys, 
and building bridges, at a vaſt expence. _ 

He repaired a great number of Churches 
of his dioceſe, which were gone to decay; 
and moreover furniſhed them, not only 
in a decent, but even in a ſplendid man- 
ner, with books, veſtments, chalices, and 
other ornaments. In this way he beſtowed, 
one hundred and thirteen filver chalices, 
and one hundred pair of veſtments: ſo that 
the articles of this kind, few in comparifon, 
which we find in his will, were only in- 
tended by way of fupplement' to what he 
had done in his lifetime; that ſuch of the 
Churches of his. patronage, which he had 
not had occaſion to conſider before as ob- 
jects of his liberality, might not however 
ſeem to be. wholly neglected by him. 

Beſides all this, he * purchaſed eſtates to 
the value of two hundred marks a year in 
addition to the demeſne lands of the Biſhop- 
rick of Wincheſter, that he might leave 


— & Tractat, in Vet. Regiſt, Coll. Wnt, 


* MS, Coll, Wint, 
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there memorials of his munificence in a 
kind, 

Tho' the other ornaments of his orator 
are deſtr oyed, yet his monument remains 
there intire and unhurt to this day. It is 
of white marble, of very elegant work. 
manſhip, conſidering the time, with his 
effigies in his pontifical robes lying along 
upon it; and on a plate of braſs, running 
round the edge of the upper table of it, i 
the following inſcription in Latin verſe, of 
the ſtyle of that age. 


Wilhelmus diſcus Wykeham ſatet hit nete vicug: 
Iſtius eccleſlae praeſul, reparavit eamque. 
Targus erat, daplker; probat hoc cum divite 
pauper: 
Condiliis pariter regni fuerat bene dexter. 
Hunt dotet elle pium kundatio Collegiorum: 
Oxoniae primum ſtat, Wintoniaeque (ecundum, 
Jugiter oretis, rumulum quſcunque videtls, 
Pro tantſs meritis ut fit übt vita perennls, 


THE 


N, 


O F 


WILLIAM of WYKEHAM. 


SECTION IX. 


4n Examination and Confutation of ſeveral 
things, that have been publiſhed to his diſ- 
credit, 


Shall not attempt to form any other 
character of this great man, than 
what neceſſarily ariſes out of the facts 
already related, and from the whole tenor 
of his public life and actions, which I have 
endeavoured fairly to exhibit from un- 
doubted evidences, without diſguiſe or am- 
X plification, 
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plification. Whatever other picture of 


him T ſhould pretend to fet forth, it could 


only be looked upon as the work of mere 
imagination; there being now no original 
drawing extant, ſufficient to furniſh out 


a complete piece, and to juſtify a higher 


coloufing and more perfekt finiſhing of 
a copy taken from it. The peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing characters of men are much 
better conceived, anti more accurately 
marked, from little circumſtances and in- 
cidents in private life, than from a long 
ſeries of actions in a public ſtation: theſe 
may raiſe in us a high idea of a great 
and good man, and ſtrike us with a di. 
tant admiration of his abilities and his 


virtues z but tis by the ſormer that we are 


introduced to his acquaintance, that we 


learn his particular turn, his temper, his 


humours, his failings, as well as his ami- 
able qualities, and become in a manner 
intimate and familihr Wirh him. 1 mut 


acknowledge with much regret, chat vet) 


few particulars relating to the priente und 


domeſtic part of Wykeham's ellaracter ure 
trunfmitted down to us,. The Writers of 
that age are very few, und they have given 


us but a thort and r 
| 0 
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of the moſt important facts: ſuch of them, 


whom we may ſuppoſe to have had a 
nearer and perhaps a perſonal knowledge 
of him, which is the only foundation up- 


on which the credit we give to more mi- 


nute and eircumſtantial informations can 
ſafely be built, have done very little to- 
wards gratifying our curioſity in this re- 
ſpect. 

However, not to omit whatever may be 
advanced upon reaſonable evidence, we 
find him in his early youth diſtinguiſhed 
for his piety and his diligence; raiſing 
himſelf from a low condition by his abi- 
lities, his induſtry, and his fidelity; me- 
riting the regard and encouragement of 
ſeveral worthy and eminent patrons; and 
at length raiſed to the higheſt ſtations, by 
the favour of two of the greateſt men that 
this nation has to boaſt of, Edward the 
Third and his ſon the Prince of Wales, 
We may well conclude from the conſtant 
courſe and quick progreſs of his riſing. 
fortune, that he was not deficient in any 
of thoſe accompliſhments, that generally 
lay open and ſmooth the way to ſucceſs in 
the world: that he was a man of lively 
parts, of an engaging addreſs, and an a- 

X 2 greable 
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greeable converſation ; and that he had in 
a great degree that ſort of natural penetra. 
tion, which, aſſiſted with ſome experience, 
is neceſſary to the attainment of a 
and ſure knowledge of men and thingy, 
It is almoſt needleſs to obſerve, that one, 
who was poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſpirit of 
univerſal benevolence, muſt have been the 
beſt of maſters, the kindeſt and moſt ge- 
nerous patron, the moſt conſtant and af- 
fectionate friend: but all this we are not 
left to deduce by conſequence; we have 
evident proofs of the largeneſs and warmth 
of his heart in every inſtance of this kind: 
we find the liſt of his friends, his off 
cers, his domeſtics, almoſt invariably the 
ſame; all receiving in their turns teſtimo- 
nies of his favour, and rewards of their 
ſervices ; never leaving him, nor ever de- 
ſerted by him. 

As to his public character he may be 
conſidered in two lights; as a Stateſman, 
and as a Benefactor. 

His genius for buſineſs was ſtrong and 
univerſal: he was endowed by nature 
with a great capacity, and his induſtry 


© Regiſt, Wykcham. & Appendix, Ne, XVII. 
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had furniſhed him with a large ſtock of 
acquired qualifications, for the manage- 
ment of all ſorts of affairs; with a juſt 
theory of Law in all its branches, of the 
Canon, the Civil, and Common Law; 
and a perfect knowledge of the languages, 
and the forms, which were made uſe of in 
practice. The monuments which remain 
of his acts in this kind diſcover throughout 
evident marks of uncommon abilities; 
of a clear and exact comprehenſion of 
things, and the greateſt care and preciſion 
in the execution. His ſkill in architec» 
ture ſeems to have been only one part 
of that various treaſure of uſeful know- 
ledge, which he had laid up in ſtore for 
occaſional application, and not the main 
fund upon which he propoſed to raiſe his 
fortune: his firſt employments were of a 
very different kind, and he ſtruck into 
this, as a fair opportunity offered, promp- 
ted by the impulſe of a ready genius, and 
the conſciouſneſs of his own ſufficiency 
for the undertaking. The ſame apt and 
pliable genius turned itſelf to ſtate affairs, 
with the ſame eaſe, and with equal ſucceſs. 
Edward the Third's opinion of him was 
fully juſtified : he proved an able, vigi- 

| X 3 lant, 
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lent, indefatignble, and honeſt Minder; 
and at the ſame time that he. advanced 
daily in his maſter's favour, he grew in 
the eſteem of the public. While * he 
purſued with zeal and fidelity the in- 
tereſts of the King, he did not forget or 
diſregard the eale and happineſs of the 
people ; but was their conſtant advotate, 
and, as far as the neceſſities of the ſtate 
would permit, always preſerved them from 
exactions and oppreſſions. In * matters 
of doubt and difficulty he had a penetra- 
ting and a found judgement : he was eafy 
of acceſs, open and chearful in converfa- 
tion, and ready in his anſwers to all that 
applied to him: his words were not un- 
meaning and evaſive, but his performances 
were always anſwerable to his profeſſions, 
and his actions kept pace with his pro- 


*, © Totoque tempore ſui regiminis, tam tempori- 
© bus Edwardi quam Kicardi, ipſorum utrique obſe- 
&« quioſus extitit & fidelis ; ac populo regni favorabilis 
« & plurimum gratioſus, ipſum a ſubſidiis & exactio- 
* nibus ac aliis oppreſſionibus præſervans continue.” 
MS. Coll. Wint - | 

3, « Erat conſultus in ambiguis; in reſponſis prom- 
« ptus. alacer, affabilis; nec erat ejus ſermo fterilis, 
« nec otioſus; quem commendabat laudabilis verborum 
„& operu'1 comitatus,” 'I'raCtat. in Vet, Regiſt.Coll, 
Wint, & Brev, Chron, 
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miles. hoy hg ſay his two great friends» 
Edward the Third and the 18 of 
Wales, both together evidently. declining 
and dying, and the whole power devolving 
into other hands, he had the courage, 17 
hour, and gratitude, to exert higaſelf in 
behalf of thoſe whe could not protect vg 
in oppoſition to, thoſe who would in all 
probability ſoon, have it in their p Fer to 
deltroy him: and this, as he muſt have 
foreſeen, in effect — upon him that 
malicious attack of his enemies, whic lich 
ſerved only in the end to ſnew, that his in- 
tegrity could ſtand the ſevereſt trial, and 
abide the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny ; and to roduce 
for the ſatisfaction of poſterity thoſe pub- 
lic teſtimonjes of his hopeſty and upright- 
nels, which we ſhould otherwiſe have 
wanted. 'Tis not to be wonder ed, that 
ſuch experience of unmerited perſecution 
ſhould teach him a leſſon of caution, and 
make him ſteady in the practice of ir, in 
times of yet greater difficulty; when that 
uniform 2 of prudence and made- 
ration, which from thenceforth dittin= 
guiſhes his public character, became equal- 
ly expedient for the ſafety of his King and 
country, and for his own ſecurity, 
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We frequently hear of men, who by the 
force of their genius, by their induſtry, or 
by their good fortune, have raiſed them. 
ſelyes from the loweſt ſtations, to the high. 
eſt degrees of honour, power, and wealth; 
but how ſeldom do we meet with thoſe, 
who have made a proper uſe of the advan. 
tages which they have thus happily acqul. 
red, and conſidered them as depoſited in 
their hands by providence for the general 
benefit of mankind ? In this reſpect Wyke. 
ham ſtands an uncommon and almoſt 
ſingular example of generoſity and public 
ſpirit. By the time that he had reached 
the meridian of life, he had acquired great 
wealth ; and the remainder of his days he 
employed, not in increaſing it to no rea- 
ſonable end, but in beſtowing it in 
way, that piety, charity, and liberality, 
could deviſe. The latter half of a long life 
he ſpent in one continued ſeries of gene- 
rous actions and great deſigns, for the 
good of his friends, of the poor, and of his 
country, His beneficence was ever vigi- 
lant, active, and perſevering: it was not 
only ready to anſwer when opportunity 
called, but ſought it out when it did not 
offer itſelf, No man ſeems to have taſted 
more 
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more ſenſibly the pleaſure of doing good 
and no man had ever a greater ſhare of 
this exquiſite enjoyment. - The foundation 
of his Colleges, the principal monuments 
of his munificence, was as well calculated 
for the real uſe of the public, and as judi- 
ciouſly planned, as it was nobly and ge- 
nerouſly executed. Whatever Wykeham's 
attainments in letters were, he had at leaſt 
the good ſenſe to ſee, that the Clergy, tho' 
they had almoſt engroſſed the whole 
learning of that age, yet were very deficient 
in real and uſeful knowledge; beſides that 
by the particular diſtreſſes of the times, 
and the havoc that ſeveral ſucceſſive plagues 
had made in all ranks of the people, but 
eſpecially among the Clergy, the Church 
was at a loſs for a proper ſupply of ſuch as 
were tolerably- qualified for the perform- 
ance of the common ſervice. It was not 
vanity and oſtentation that ſuggeſted this 
deſign to him; he was prompted to it by 
the notorious exigence of the times, and 
the real demands of the public. The de- 
liberation with which he entered upon it, 
and the conſtant attention with which he 
purſued it for above thirty years, ſhews 
how much he ſet his heart upon the — 

cel 


1 N n 
* * 
| is, 9 


g nme 
een 2 = l 
Mn A, TY" "Ry 
7 p by LES 7 9 
Y * 
: l Sa A iid. 
| 3 Y I F 
F * 
| * L 
: 


314 THE LIPE aT 

ceſs of his undertaking, and how! earneſtly 
he endeavoured to ſecure the effectual at. 
tainment of the end propaſed, the promo 
tion of true piety-and learning. In a wor, 
as he was in his own time a general hlef. 
ſing to his Country, in which his baunty 
was freely imparted to every object, that 
could come within the reach of his influ- 
ence; ſo the memory of this great man 
merits the univerſal. regard of poſterity; a 
of one, whoſe pious and munificent deſigns 
were directed to the general good of man- 
kind, and were extended to the lateſt 
ages. 

It is not to be wondered, that a man, 
who had met with ſuch uncommon ſucceſs, 
and who had been raiſed from a low con- 
dition of life to the moſt eminent ſtations, 
ſhould in the height of his fortune have 
become an object of envy, and have ex- 
cited the malice of rivals and enemies, 
Motives of this kind may well be ſuppoſed 
to have had a ſecondary influence in the 
perſecution, that was once raiſed againſt 
him; and to have blown up the flame, that 
faction had firſt kindled, This however 
was but of ſhort continuance, and fell to 


the ground with the political cauſe that 
gave 
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gave riſe to it, Wykehan had the hap- 


pineſs, a very uncommon one with fallen 
ſtateſmen, even at the time that he was 
borne down by the power of his enemies, 
ſtill to retain his popularity; and he lived 
many years afterwards in an uninterrupted 
poſſeſſion of the love and eſteem of the 
public. But that one of his beneficent 
and amiable character, whoſe generoſity 
and public ſpirit had been fo univerſal, and 
was ſtill extended to poſterity, ſhould in 
aſter ages, and at a time when envy and 
faction are commonly filent and extinct, be 
loaded with imputations, as falſe. and 
groundleſs, as they are ſcandalous and 
malicious; this muſt be looked upon as a 
ſingular hardſhip, and may juſtly raiſe both 
our ſurpriſe and indignation. Yet ſuch 
has been Wykeham's uncommon lot. The 
cauſes and motives, which have given birth 
to theſe imputations, and the means, by 
which they have been nurſed up, and ſent 
abroad into the world, though very obſcure, 
I ſhall here endeavour to trace out, and 
lay before the reader, with as much ex- 
actneſs and perſpicuity as J am able: and 
this inquiry 1 have choſen to reſerve to 
this place, where without interrupting 

other 
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316 THE LIFE OF 
other matters, I might purſue it more mi- 
nutely, in order to give him the fuller ſa- 
tisfaction. 

The ſole foundation of moſt of the im- 
putations, which have prevailed to the dif. 
advantage of Wykeham's character, and 
which have found place in many of our 
hiſtories, appears to have been a paper con» 
taining ſhort notes relating to him, which 
came into the hands of that learned and 
induſtrious antiquary, the famous Mr, 
John Leland, | 

As Leland was very diligent in collecting 
every thing that was curious relating to 
our hiſtories and antiquities, he tranſcribed 
theſe notes, and entered them in his com- 
mon- place book, among ſeveral other tranſ- 
cripts and extracts from different manu- 
ſcripts, A copy of this common-place 
book of Leland, tranſcribed from that in 
his own hand-writing, is extant in the 
Bodleian library : Mr. Hearne has publiſh- 
ed it, and it makes the appendix to the 
fourth volume of Leland's Itinerary, 

That Leland was not the author of theſe 
notes, but that he only took a copy ot 
them, and ſet them down in his common» 
place book, is not only probable from the 

remaining 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 17 
- remaining contents of the book, which con- | 
. it intirely of tranſcripts from different .- 
authors, unleſs you will except one copy 4 
of a letter of his own; but moreover ap- 
pears evidently from another tranſcript of 
the lame notes, which is preſerved in the 
Cotton Library, and which has a Title 
prefixed giving us the name of the Author; 
they are called Dr, London's Report, I 
ſhall here inſert the Report, with the 
Title and Marginal Remarks added to it, 
as it ſtands in the Cotton Manuſcript ; 
ſupplying at the ſame time ſuch variations 
of the Bodleian Copy as are material, 
+ MS, Biblioth, Cotton. Juliu C. 6, 
« Doftor London his reporte, but not 
true.“ | 
- „Wüllen Wi- 2. “ William Perote, alias 
eke Willim, [Wikam, MS. 
l « ter,” “ Bodl.] becauſe hee was 
At tals 18 not « borne at Wikam in Hamp- 
% ſhire, Some ſuppoſe that 9 
: * he was a Baſtard, dno anno 1404. 
[Inſtead 


8 N. B. In MS. Cotton. the Report itſelf, the Title, 
f and Marginal Notes, are all in the ſame hand-writing ; 
not Leland's, but copied from him. In the beginning 

of the MS, where the Contents of the whole volume are 

- ſet down, the Report is thus intitled : “ A ſcandalous 
5 report concerning Wickam Biſhop of bb 
e 
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[Inſtead of dno anno 1404 M. Rodl. 
hath, „Perot the Pariſh-clerk's ſen df 
« Wikam.”] 

2. Perrot brought up by Mr. Wodale 
« of Wikam learned gramar, and to wriſte 
« _—_ 

The Conſtable of Wincheſſer Call: 
40 — that time a great ruler in Hampſhire, 
« pot Perote of Wodale, and made him 
« his Clerk.“ 

4. [“ Edward the 30 coming to Winchel. 
te ter Caſtle liked Perot, and took him to 
« ſervice” MS. Bodl. This article is omit- 
ted in the Cotton MS, by miſtake of the 
tranſcriber, as it ſeems ; the two next ar- 
ticles beginning with the ſame words.] 

5. * Edward the third, underſtanding 
s that Perote had mynd to be preſte, made 
« him firſt perſon of St. Martynes in Lon- 
«don, and Dean of St. Martynes in Lon- 
« don, and then Archedeacon of Bucking- 
« ham,” 

6. Edward the 3 made him Surveiyer 
t of his Buildings, as of Windſore, and 


0 Quinboroughe 1 in Kent, and other dul 
«. ings. 


The Contents are in a different hand from that of the 
Report, and the reſt of the Volume itſelf. 


I 7. “ Then 
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7, „Then Edward made him berer of 
the privie ſeale, maſter of the Wards and 
« the Foreſts. 

8, « 'Wikam was treſorer for the reve- 
« nues of France.“ 

9.“ Then he made him biſhope of 
« Wincheſter, Chanſelor and Treſorer of 
« England, as it verye manifeſtlye appear- 
«-1the by writtinge.“ 

10. * The Black Prince ſeant favored 
« Wikam.“ 

11. Wikam procured to kepe the Prince 
jn battaile out of the 'realme.” . 

12. John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter enemye to Wikam.“ 

13.“ Alice Perers, concubine to Ed- 
« ward the 3d, cauſed Wikam to be ba- 
ee nithed, and then he dwelled 
ein Normandye and Picardye 
* [about] 7 yeres, Edward the third 50 
lyving.“ 

14. Wickam teftcrad about the 2 
«yere of Richard the ſecond, of whom he 
had a general pardon.“ 

The volume in which theſe notes are 
found in the Cotton Library, conſiſts * like- 


$ Sce the Contents of it in Smith's Catalogue of the 
Cotton Library, 


« Nen credo.“ 
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320 THE LIFE OF: 117 
wiſe of Collections relating to our hiſtory, 
made by the ſame Leland from antient 
authors. Theſe notes then, as they ſtand 
in the Cotton Manuſcript, are ſtill a part 
of Leland's Collections; and by the Title 
and Marginal Remarks, here added to them, 
it appears, that Leland knew them to be 
Dr. London's, and that he was well ap. 
priſed of their being for the moſt part 
falſe and groundleſs, It is indeed 
probable, that Leland had them from Dr. 
London, to whom he might apply, as to a 
perſon who by his ſtation had the beſt op- 
portunity of giving him information, for 
ſome account of Wykeham : and that ha- 
ving received this account from him, which 
one ſo well verſed in our hiſtory muſt im- 
mediately ſee was full of falſities, he not 
not only noted the author, but expreſſed his 
opinion and judgement of his report in the 

title and marginal remarks added to it. 
The reader is by this time ready to in- 
quire, who this Dr. London is; and will 
no doubt be ſurpriſed, when he is inform- 
ed, that Dr. London, the author and pro- 
pagator of all this ſcandal upon Wyke- 
ham, was one who owed his education and 
ſubſiſtence to Wykeham's bounty, and p 
the 
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the honour of being at the head of the 
principal of his two Societies, being War- 
den of New College in Oxford, at the time 
when Leland was employed in making his 
Collections. If it is farther demanded, 
with what deſign, and from what motive, 
he could give ſo diſnonourable, as well as 
ſo abſurd an account of his great Bene- 
factor, I am wholly at a loſs for an an- 
ſwer to the queſtion, and know not whe- 
ther to charge it to his malice or his 1gno- 
rance, All I can do towards the clearing 
up of this matter, 1s to give the hiſtory and 
character of Dr, London, as I find it re- 
corded on authority; that any one, 
who is deſirous of ſatisfying himſelf of the 
degree of credit that is due to his teſtimo- 
ny, may have ſome ground to go upon in 
forming his judgement. 

John London was admitted of New Col- 
lege in the year 1505 ; became L. L. B. in 
1512, and L. L. D. in 1518. He was 
about this time Canon of Vork and Lin- 
coln, and Domeſtic Chaplain to Archbiſhop 
Warham, He was elected Warden of New 
College in 1526 was Vicar of Abberbury ; 
(both which laſt preferments he reſigned in 
542 ) and Prebendary of Shipton in the 

Y Church 
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Church of Sarum: afterwards 3 
Canon of Windſor, Dean of Oſney, (184) 
and of the Collegiate Chapel of Wallings 
ford Berks, After the death of Warhan 
in 1532, he inſinuated himſelf into the 
good graces of Cromwell, and was much 
employed by him in the ſuppreſſion of mo- 
naſteries; he was one of the Viſitors, and 
acted with great zeal in the removing of 
Images and Reliques. After the fall of 
Cromwell, he as dexterouſly made his court 
to Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter; and to 
compenſate for what he had done before, 
he offered his moſt zealous ſervices to him, 
and became his inſtrument and under- agent 
in all his meaſures. He was the perſon 
principally employed by him in contriving 
and carrying on the plot to deſtroy Cranmer: 
but the apparent malice and falſhood of the 
accuſation brought againſt the good Arch- 
biſhop induced the King to take him un- 
der his protection. At the ſame time he 
was engaged in another ſcheme of the ſame 
kind, and under the ſame director: he 
made it his buſinefs, in conjunction with 
one Symonds a Lawyer, to procure evi- 
dence againſt ſeveral perſons in Windſor, 
who were ſuſpected of favouring the Re- 

formation; 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 323 
formation z and he laid his informations 
before Gardiner; on which three perſons 
were convicted upon the Six Articles, and 
burnt, However he and his aſſociate were 
not ſatisfied with this ſucceſs ; their plot 
was carried ſtill farther, and aimed at ſe- 
reral very conſiderable perſons of the 
Court; but was diſcovered before all their 
meaſures were concerted, They were ap- 
prehended, and charged with it; and being 
put to their oaths denied- it. Their own 
hand-writing was then produced againſt 
them : and being thus convicted of Per- 
jury, they were adjudged to be carried on 
horſe-back through Windſor, Reading, and 
Newbury, with their faces to the horſes 
tails, and then to ſtand in the pillory in the 
lame places; which was executed accord- 
ingly. This diſgrace ſunk ſo deep in the 
heart of Dr. London, that he died ſoon af- 
ter in the Fleet priſon, in the year 15439. 

Tho' I doubt not but that every com- 
petent judge mult be fully ſatisfied, upon the 
irſt reading of this Report, of its inaccu- 
racy in general, and of the apparent falſ- 
hood of many particulars in it; and that, 
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324 THE LIFE OF 
with regard to ſome points more obſcure 
and doubtful, very little credit will be 
thought due to an author, who has been 
ſo egregiouſly miſtaken in others, where 
the truth was ſo eaſily to be found; yet l 
think it neceſſary to enter into a brief ex. 
amination of the ſeveral articles of it, and 
to point out diſtinctly, what is true, falſe, 
or doubtful in each, with the degree of 
evidence, with which the truth or falſhood 
of the particulars is proved. 1 
1. Nothing can be more certain t 
that Wykeham's family-name was not 
Perot ; tho' Leland himſelf, miſled by this 
informant, was of that opinion. This au- 
thor does not affirm, that he was a Baſtard; 
he only ſays, that ſome ſuppoſe it: how- 
ever it does not at all appear, that it ever 
was ſuppoſed by any one, before this inf 
nuation of his was publiſhed, It is hard- 
ly worth while to go about to confute ſuch 
a ſurmiſe not ſupported by the leaſt evi 
dence z it deſerves no other notice than 4 
bare denial of the truth of it: but that it 
is abſolutely falſe, is in the higheſt degree 
probable, from the account given of hi 
Parents, and of the number of his rela- 
tions both by the Father's and the 1 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 325 
fide from undoubted authorities. I ſhall 
only add, that if Wykeham was a Baſtard, * 
he could not have been admitted to any 
Orders without a diſpenſation from his 
Dioceſan, nor to Holy Orders without a 
diſpenſation from the Pope: the former 
muſt have been granted to him by Edyng- 
don Biſhop of Wincheſter before he or- 
dained him Accolite, and the latter muſt 
have been tendered to the ſame in order to 
his being ordained by him Subdeacon ; and 
both would regularly have been entered in 
his Regiſter: yet no traces of any ſuch 
diſpenſation in either caſe are to be found 
there, What is added in the Bodleian 
Manuſcript, * Perot the pariſh Clerk's ſon 
« of Wikam,” is of the ſame kind; mani- 
feſtly falſe in one particular, for his Father's 
name was not Perot z and that either Perot, 
or his Father, was pariſh Clerk of Wick» 
ham, is neither proved by any evidence, 
nor favoured by any tradition, 

2, 3, and 4, In theſe articles the Report 
differs from all the authors that wrote 
neareſt to Wykeham's time: they mention 
not Wodale, or Uvedale, by name; but 


' See Appendix, Ne XVIII. 
1. Cabaſſutii Juris Canonici Theoria & Praxis, lib. 
2, Cap. g. ſect. 2. 
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from their account, and from a ke of 
that till prevails, Uvedale is ſuppoſec to 
have been Wykeham's patron, and to hau 
been the ſame perſon with the Conſtable of 
Wincheſter Caſtle. The particular of Bd. 
ward the third's meeting with Wykeham 
firſt at Wincheſter, is deſtitute of proof: 
Archbiſhop Parker ſays, that he was firſt 
made known to the King at Winder, 
which is equally uncertain, The moſt an- 
tient authors only ſay, that he was brought 
to Court, and taken into the King's ſervice, 

5. Out of the particulars herein men- 
tioned two are falſe ; he never was Parſon 
of St, Martin's, nor Archdeacon of Bock: 
ingham. 

7, 8, and g. I find no evidenee of his 
ever having been Maſter of the Wards, or 
Treaſurer of the Revenues of France j and 
that he never was Treaſurer of England, 
very manifeſtly appeareth by the Public 
Records, 

10, The contrary to this I think I have 
proved beyond all doubt ; and that not on- 
ly by probable arguments and conſequences, 
drawn from the circumſtances of the hiſtory 
of thoſe times, but by direct evidence from 

Records, 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 327 
Records, fuch as was hardly t to be cp 
in this caſe. 

11. What the Reporter adds in the next 
article is merely an invention of his own, 
drawn by conſequence or conjecture from 
the former; yet wholly improbable, even 
allowing the truth of the former article. 

12. This, without any circumſtances 
added of time or occaſion, is very inaccu- 
rate; ſo that the contrary might be affirmed 
in the ſame manner with equal truth, 

13, and 14. In the two concluding arti- 
cles, the Reporter hath betrayed his ex- 
treme ignorance of every thing relating to 
the ſubjeft, upon which he pretended to 
give information, Any common chronicle 
might have taught him better, and pre- 
vented his running into ſuch groſs errors, 
And yet even in theſe, by paſſing under the 
reſpectable name of Leland, he has had 
authority enough to miſſead ſucceeding 
hiſtorians, and has introduced the utmoſt 
confuſion into this part of Wykeham's 
hiſtory, I have evidently and diſtinctly 
ſhewn, that Wykeham's troubles were juſt 
of ſeven months continuance ; that he was 
ablent from Court, being ordered not to 
come within twenty miles of it, reſiding 
Y 4 chiefly 
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z28 THE LIFE OF 
chiefly in the monaſteries of Merton and 
Waverly, juſt two months; that he was 
reſtored by Edward the third, and that he 
received his pardon from Richard the ſe. 
cond within ſix weeks of his acceſſion to the 
eee, | | 
Such is the Report, the falſhoods con- 


tained in which, tho' at any time ſo eaſy to ol 
be detected, yet have in ſome degree crept b 
into moſt of our hiſtories: a remarkable u 
proof of the extreme negligence of our hiſ. 
torians, and how little their teſtimony is | 
to be depended upon, where it is not ſup. 
ported by clear and authentic evidence. | 
To ſtate this caſe in a few words: it \ 
appears from what has been ſaid, that Dr, | 
London was the author of the Report; | 


that Leland only tranſcribed it; that he 
has not given it any mark of his approba- 
tion: on the contrary, it is highly pro- 
bable, that the notes, added in the title and 
margin, declaring the falſhood and incre- 
dibility of the greateſt part of it, are his. 
And yet merely becauſe it was found a- 
mong his Collections, our Hiſtorians have 
taken it for Leland's own, and have given 
credit to it, and propagated the belief of it, 
under the ſanction of his authority. Hal- 
linſhed 
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linſhed ſeems to have led the way in this 
miſtake : he has given in detail all the par- 
ticulars therein mentioned, quoting Leland 
for them. Others, tho' they have not ad- 
opted the whole, yet have generally been 
led into many errors by the ſame miſtaken 
authority; and there is hardly any account 
of Wykeham written ſince Leland's time, 
but what has in ſome degree been infected 
with falſhood from the ſame quarter. 
A late anonymous Annotator to a late 
Hiſtorian, likewiſe anonymous, in the Col- 
lection called the Complete Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, has retailed moſt of theſe particulars, 
with a deſign, as it ſeems, of correcting 
his author, who in his opinion had ſpoken 
too favourably of Wykeham; and has 
added to them the following reflections : 
« * The reward of good actions is to be 
expected according to the ſincerity of 
* the 


Comp. Hiſt, of England, Vol. i. page 291. Mr, 
Hearne having inſinuated, that Biſhop Kennett was the 
Author of this Note, the Biſhop in a Letter to Mr. 
Hearne denied, that he was © the Author, Publiſher, or 
* Reviſor of that Volume, or of any Note or Line in 
it.“ See the Preface to Vol, 4 and 7*> of Leland's 
Itinerary publiſhed by Hearne. * He had no manner 
* of hand in any branch of the two former [Volumes 
of Comp. Hiſt, of England, ] nor in the 9 to 

them, 
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* the heart, An oſtentation of Charity 
and the merit of Alms in thoſe days put 
% people on wicked courſes to ſhew their 
e beneficence to the Church and Church. 
men. No wonder he raiſed ſuch 
© mighty eſtate in his miniſtry, conſider. 
*« ing he lived in ſo looſe a Government az 
« that of King Richard the Second.” ] 
ſhall leave the reader to judge, as he ſhall 
think proper, of the ſpirit with which theſe 
reflections are made, and of the grounds 
upon which they are raiſed. But with re. 
gard to the laſt clauſe, the readers of this 
Hiſtory are to be reminded, that Wyke- 
ham's miniſtry was under Edward the 
third, in whoſe time his eſtate was raiſed, 
and in whoſe time he conceived the whole 
deſign of his public charities, and began to 
put it in execution; that he bore no place 
of profit under Richard the ſecond, except 
that of Chancellor, ſomething more than 


„ them, which was written by Mr. Hughes ;” ſays the 
Author of Biſhop Kennett's Life, p. 33. | 

N. B. The author of this part of Comp. Hiſt. of Eng- 
land ſays, that Wykeham was one of the Ambaſſadors ſent 
to Guiſnes to treat of Queen Iſabel's reſtitution in 1401 ; 
and that he married Henry the fourth to the Ducheſs of 
Britany in St. Swythin's Church Wincheſter, in Feb. 
1402—3 : neither of which is true. 
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two years, which was forced upon him 
and that however looſe this King's Govern- 
ment might be, it was not chargeable upon 
Wykeham, who had no connection with 
his miniſters and favourites; but on the 
contrary, was always applied to, and en- 
truſted by the Parliament, as a fit perſon to 
aſſiſt in the reforming and correcting the 


enormities ſo much complained of in the 


vernment. 

Thus far has Wykeham undeſervedly 
ſuffered in his reputation, through the ma- 
lice and ingratitude, or at leaſt the igno- 
rance and preſumption, of a man, who 
owed every thing to his bounty; a man, 
who ſeems to have boldly undertaken to 
inform others in a matter of importance, 
in which he appears to have uſed no care 
to inform himſelf; one who was as void of 
all regard to truth, as of reſpect to the me- 
mory of his great benefactor. It is not to 
be wondered, if others, who might be ſup- 
poſed upon any account to be influenced 
by ill-will towards his memory, ſhould 
have taken occaſion from hence to load 
him with infamy, and have endeavoured 
to improve upon this firſt eſſay of calumny 
and detraction. 


This 


This has been lately done, with a degree 
of virulence that is almoſt without exam. 
ple, by one William Bohun of the Middle 
Temple Eſq: * who having without aby 
juſt cauſe conceived a violent reſentment 
againſt the Society of New College in Ox. 
ford, firſt endeavoured, in the impotenes of 


his 


Mr. Bohun had lent a ſum of money to one Combes, 
the Leſſee of the Manor of Birchanger in Eſſex under 
New College, and ſued out an Execution againſt him, 
iatcnding to ſeize on Combes's Term in Birchanger, as 
a Chattel, by Sheriff's Writ, for the ſecurity of his debt. 
Combes in the mean time had made an Aſſignment of 
his Leaſe to Euſtace Budgell Eſq; : ſo that when the 
Writ came to be executed, Combes had no Property in 
Eſſex, and the Sheriff was forced to return it with the 
Indorſement of Nul/a Bona. Mr. Bohun proſecuted the 
Sheriff for non-execution of his Writ, who ſtood 1 
Trial, the event of which I know not. 

The College had confirmed Combes's Aſſignment by 
granting a new Leaſe to Budgell: when in the year 
1726 Bohun met the College Progreſs in Eſſex, and 
firſt expoſtulated with Mr. Pryor, then Fellow of the 
College and acting upon that occaſion as Deputy Stew- 
ard, on the ſuppoſed injuſtice of their proceedings; al- 
ledging, that they had no authority to receive a Sur- 
render, or make a Grant of an Eſtate, while (to uſe his 
own ex preſſions) the King's Hands were upon it. Mr, 
Pryor contented himſelf with anſwering, that the $0- 
ciety had not ated in that affair without taking due 
advice, and that they were ready to juſtify their con- 
duct, whenever they ſhould be called upon by a proper 
authority. 

This was all that paſſed in Mr. Pryor's preſence : but 
Dr. Bigg, Warden of the College, ſent for Mr, _ 

atv 
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his wrath, to revenge himſelf by a vexa- 
tious proſecution commenced againſt the 

rſon of their worthy Governor: but not 
ſatisfied with this, and thinking he could 
give them a blow, which would affect them 
more ſenſibly, by wounding the reputation 


into the parlour of the houſe where the College Courts 
were held, and there in the preſence of Mr, Budgell, 
and Mr, Coker, (then Fellow of the College, and by his 
office attending upon the Warden in his Progreſs), un- 
dertook to reaſon the matter with him calmly and diſ- 
paſſionately in behalf of the Society's proceedings. But 
finding himſelf unable to make any impreſſion on him, 
and high words ariſing berween Bohun and Budgell, 
the Warden thought proper to withdraw. Soon after 
Budgell having gradually ſhoved Bohun off the end of 
the bench on which they both ſat, Bohun ſtruck him, 
and the Gentlemen exerciſed their Canes on each other 
pretty ſmartly; the conſequence of which was victory 
to Budgell, and a ſevere beating to Bohun. 

Bohun on his recovery, not only brought an Action 
againſt Budgell for an Aſſault, but likewiſe ſwore the 
Peace againſt the Warden; alledging, that he was a 
Confederate with Budgell, and aiding and abetting to 
him; ſince the Warden had invited Bohun into the 
houſe, and ought to have protected him during his ſtay 
init, The Warden was obliged to attend in perſon at 
Weſtminſter-Hall, and to give Bail for his farther ap- 
pearance; but Bohun proceeding no farther againſt 
him, the matter, ſo far as concerned the Warden and 
the College, dropped there. 

This account has been communicated to me by two 
Gentlemen of great honour and integrity, both therein 
mentioned as preſent on the occaſion z John Coker of 
Biceſter in the County of Oxford Eſqz and Thomas 
Pryor Eſq; Steward of New College Oxford. 
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of their Founder, ſet himſelf to collect 
every thing he could meet with that was 
capable of being repreſented to his diſere. 
dit, and to improve it with new and hor. 
rible calumnies of his own invention. Be. 
ing a frequent Publiſher, it ſeems, in the 
way of his own Profeſſion, he took care to 
introduce into the next performance, which 
he preſented to the world, his ſcurrilous 
Libel on the Illuſtrious Dead : and it muſt 
be owned, he has introduced it with ſingu- 
lar propriety ; for it comes in by way * 
illuſtration on the ſubject of Scandalum 
Magnatum. The Book itſelf is intitled The 
Engliſh Lawyer“. As it is not of ſuffi 
cient note to be eaſily met with by any one 
who ſhall think it worth his while, upon 
this occaſion, to enquire after it; and as 1 
would deal fairly by the reader, and lay 
before him the whot charge that this au- 
thor has brought againſt Wykeham, that 
he may be the better able to judge of the 
truth of it; I muſt here trouble him with a 
large extract from it of every thing which 
it contains to that purpoſe; why is as 
follows. 


London, 8vo. 1732. 
Pag. 200 — 20g. 
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« But the truth of the caſe « The occaſion 
« as to the motives or occaſion . of theStat. 2. 
« of making the Stat. 2. R 2. 3” 
« was thus. —— In the declining years 
« of King Edward 3. V. Wickbam Biſhop 
« of Wincheſter, in whom that King in- 
« tirely confided, had found means to in- 
« troduce his Niece or Siſter (the famed 
« Alice Pierce to the King's Favour and 
« Bed; and by her means had got into 
the chief management of the Councils 
and Revenues of the Kingdom, fo far as 
« to exclude even the King's Sons the Black 
Prince, and Jobn of Gaunt, © «The * 
« from intermeddling in pub- „ eden . 
« lic affairs. This mn 10 Ich * 
« of Wickham raiſed high re- Gaunt.” 
« ſentments in the Prince and Gaunt againſt 
« WVickham and his party (who were the 
body of the Prelates and Ecclefiaſtics,) 
and poſſibly might occaſion their favour- 
ing of Wicklief, &c. who then firſt ap- 
« peared in oppoſition to the Eecleſiaſtie 
« Hierarchy, They both purſued the 
„matter with ſo much earneſtneſs as to 
* obtain an order for the removal of 
* Wickham and Alice from the perſon of 
the King. But before this could be fully 
« effected 
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« effected the Prince died, ſuſpected f 
« being poiſoned by a zealot againſt hereſy 
« (or one of Alice's agents), However the 
« conteſt went on between Gaunt and With. 
„See the firſt „ ham, and Gaunt charges 
n — n % Wickham with embezzling 
« Wickham,” “ above 1,100,000 pounds of 
« the public money, a prodigious ſum, 
« above ten millions of our money; and if 
« true (as there is good ground to believe 
« for a great part) might well enable him 
« to found and endow his colleges out of 
« the plunder of the public,” 
« But this charge by Gaunt againſt 
« The rage and ** Wickbam, and his favour- 
„ ſcandal of the ee ing Wicklief, &c. ſo ſpirited 
& Prelates a- 
« gainſt the rage of the Prelates and 
* Gaunt,” &« Clergy againſt Gaunt, that 
« their utmoſt malice was employed, and 
« even the pulpit itſelf proſtituted to ſcan- 
« dalize and defame him, Infidel and He. 
« retic were their ſofter terms: Traytor and 
i Rebel were more common: he was ge- 
« nerally repreſented by them as one that 
« affected the kingdom, of which to render 
him utterly incapable, they ſaid he was a 
% Suppoſititious Child, a Baſtard, &c. of 
« which report Wickham was doubtleſs the 
| « Promoter, 
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« Promoter, if not the Author, For it was 
« induſtriouſly reported among the Pre- 
« lates and Clergy, that Queen Jabel! had 
on her death- bed confeſſed to Wickham 
" that Gaunt was the ſon of a Flemiſh wo- 
« man, and not the ſon of her or the King, 
« But this report was not openly ſpread 
« till after the death of King Edward the 
Tu. 111 

« But notwithſtanding the malice of 
« Wickham and the Clergy prevailed ſome- 
« what on the Commons, yet Gaunt found fo 
much favour and intereſt among the 
© temporal nobility, as upon Edward the 
« Third's death to be conſtituted Protector 
« of the young King Richard II. and the 
kingdom.“ | 

* Hereupon a new proſe- « put being re- 
 cution was commenced a- * conciled, the 
« painſt Wickham for Forgery, Statuts paſſed.” 
® Bribery, Corruption, &c. and new ſcandals 
«© were raiſed againſt Gaunt; but in the 
end, by ſolicitation of the Prelates on 
one ſide, and the Temporal Peers on the 
other, an accommodation paſſed between 
them; and upon Gaunt's dropping the 
* proſecution Wickham took his oath in 

2 « full 
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full Parliament that he was neither the 
© Author, nor would be the Fauterofthols 
* ſrandals; and utterly - diſavowed the 
mention of his illegitimacy by Quten 
% Jabel: and urged that wo — of 
* that report had ſeandalized him more 
than they had the Duke; and earneſtly 
* preſſed, that the authors and ſpreaders of 
*« thoſe reports might be puniſhed, Ne. as 
n, ſcandal thrown on a Right Reverend 
c Pyelate, as well as on a moſt noble Duke. 
* And hereupon was enacted the Sta- 
* tute 2. R. 2. 
I ang e As to the Statute 12. R. 2, 
„r KR. 2 © I can at preſent ſay little 
4 e. 2.0 © more than that I find Mit- 
« ham was this year again made Chancellor; 
and poſſibly remembring the old quarrel, 
« was willing to ſooth and mollify the 
% Duke's diſpoſition towards him. And as 
on occaſion he was a moſt artful flatterer, 
* ſo knowing the utmoſt of the Duke's de- 
« fires was to have the honour of his birth 
* guarded againſt ſuch a horrid (or horri- 
« ble ſcandal, as the Act calls it) and 
* knowing that high dignity without the 
© Duke's favour would but rip up old 
« wounds, he therefore anticipates the 
6 « Duke's 


r ¶n rw ð· - M =o. 


wirbfant a WIA. 339 


1. Duke's 19 7 and 'protures the Ac of 


@ 12 R. 2. almoſt in the ſame terms as the 
« former, with a yrlber puniſhment (beſides 
« impriſonment) 7 the advice of tl the (King's 
« or Kingdom's ) Council,” 
( [ have but brief hinted at | ſome few 
« things in Wickham's ſtory, which, were 
« the whole enlarged. as it might, would 
prove that Prelate to have a genius far 
« ſuperior to any modern Biſhop, Cbancel. 
br, or Lord Treaſurer, who had the art 
and addreſs. during eight or ten years of 
« a profound peace, not only to ſcreen the 
« whole revenues of the kingdom through 
« his own fingers; or, as the articles 5 | 
had the whole diſpoſal of the King's mo- 
« ney both here and beyond ſea, with all 
the ſubſidies and aids both great and 
* ſmall ;. but alſo the price paid for the re- 
« demption of the two Kings of France 
and Scotland with the money given by 
* the inhabitants of Burgundy to redeem 
* their country. from military execution ; 
* as alſo 100,000 franks from the Duke of 
* Millain, with preſents and gifts from 
* other princes; ſo that from 26 Nov. 35 
Ed. 3. to 43 of that reign, the money 
* computed to be heaped up by him, a- 
Z 2 mounted 
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© mounted to 1,109,600 J. which 
« this Prelate is charged to have received, 
« and yet tho' in time of peace, both the 
King and Kingdom by his artful mu. 
nagement was run in debt; of which he 
« acquitted himſelf, by rendring 'him{vf 
10 ier and at wh, (when 
0 Chancellor) acquitted himſelf. by paſling 
% his own pardon, &c.” 

Thus far our author in his Engliſh 
Lawyer : but being ſenſible that his mall 
was like to prove very innocent, and would 
be in a great meaſure loſt, while it lay hid 
in his own obſcure volume; he took the 
firſt opportunity that offered itſelf, tho it 
was many years firſt, of publiſhing his li- 
bel more effectually, by tacking it on to a 
work of ſome credit, and that would be 
more generally read. The vehicle, that he 
made uſe of for this purpoſe, was Nathaniel 
Bacon's Hiſtorical and Political Diſcourſe 
of the Laws and Government of England. 
A new edition of this book was publiſhed 
in the year 1739, The Bookſellers, who 
were engaged in it, employed Mr, Bohun 
to correct the preſs, What elſe he under- 
took, I know not; but this is the whole 


that he has performed to give him a claim 
HH to 
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to the title of Editor, except that he has 
added a very few notes, ſcattered here and 
there in the margin, containing hardly — 
thing beſide the foregoing calumnies againſt 
Wykeham, drawn into a narrower com- 
paſs, and introduced as occaſion beſt ſerved, 
The notes relating to Wykeham, (and they 
are by much the greateſt part of the whole, 
are as follows, | 
ps Diſcourſe, page 4. (ſpeaking of 
3.)——* to die in his minority under 
« apt. rule of a woman of none of the beſt 
« fame,”] Marginal note, © 7, e. Alice Piers | 
„W. Wickham's niece, or &c, and by him 
laid in the King's boſom.” 

Ibid, p. 5,——* the Duke of Lancaſter 
«engaged with the Wicelifiſts.“! Note, 
This induced the Eccleſiaſtics (eſpecially 
« Wickham, Ce.) to publiſh moſt mali- 
« cious ſcandals againſt Gaunt, which oc- 
caſioned the ſeveral ſtatutes De Scandalis 
« Magnatum, 5. & 10. R. 2.“ 

Ibid. p. 37. Stat. 2. cap. 5. Rich. 2. 
to apprehend heretics.“] Note, This 
« pretended ſtatute ſeems to have been 
formed by the artifice of Biſhop Wick- 
ham (then Chancellor) and by him ſhuf- 
« fled in amongſt the rolls of . 
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Ibi 4. p. 66," 4 low that all aa 
ubliſhed ſuch falſe news, to ſow-' (trifo 
ky — great men,”-—with reference to 
% R. 2, C. 6. & la R. 2, c. 11.) Note, 
« Theſe ſtatutes were made on occaſion of 
« a quarrel between William Wickham 
« Biſhop of Wincheſter and John of Gaunt, 
who had been ſcandalouſly reflected on 
7 by Wickham, and | his —— even in 
4 their pulpits. ges Wickham's Life.“ 

Tho', after what I have already written 
upon this ſubject, the bare reporting aſ ſo 
groundleſs, ſo malicious, and ſo abſurd a 
collection of ſlander, would be a ſufficient 
confutation of i it; yet I ſhall take the trou- 
ble of reviewing it, and examining the ſe- 
veral particulars which it contains, in order 
to ſet the truth in the cleareſt and fulleſt 
light that my materials will enable. * 
to do. 

To conſider in the firſt place the Jaw 
of Wykeham's connection with Alice Per- 
rers., This Lady was Maid of Honour to 

ö. | Edward 


' Thi, elreumſance along renders the ee 
wich the author of MS, Harlglan, Ne bay, chap. 8 1 
gives 
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Edward the . Third's . Queen, Philippa : 
whoever the perſon was that recommended 
her to the Queen's ſervice, he might perhaps 


act very rightly and commendably in ſo 
doing, and could not be anſwerable for the 
conlequences. In this ſtation ſhe could not 
eſcape the King's notice, nor would ſhe 
ſtand in need of any other recommenda- 
tion to his favour, beſide that of her own 
beauty and accompliſhments. Mr. Bohun 
ſays, ſhe was introduced to the King in his 
declining years; Bacon calls it his minority, 
meaning, I ſuppoſe, his dotage: in this they 


, 


gives of Alice Perrers's low birth, very improbable. 
However, as it is an anecdote, I ſhall preſent it to the 
Reader: “ There was at the ſayme tyme in Englande 
'« a ſhamleſſe woman and wanton harlott called Ales 
„ Peres, of baſe kynred, for ſhe was a wever's doughter 
of the towne of Hunneye, [in the margin, Hunneyle, 
A byſyds Exceſtur as ſome ſupoſe.] but helped by for- 
„tune, beyng nether bewtifull nor fayre, (he knew how 
to cover theſe defects with her flatterynge tounge ; 
whom fortune had ſo exalted, (of a poore ſervant 
and harlott of a certen foole that uſed with his hands 
to carye water from the counduet to mens howſes 
for neceſſarye uſes) that ſhe had promoted her to the 
 famillarytye of the kynge more then was convenyent, 
and, the Quene yet lyvynge, ſholde prefer hex In the 
a kynge' love before the ſaled Quene, This woman 
'" alter ſhe was In the kynge's frendſhipp had fo be- 
' witched hym, that he permytted the warres and 


'' greateſt matters of the realme to be defyned by her 
" councell,” 


24 are 
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te both miſtaken; as indeed are WI" vir 
late Hiſtorians. The truth of the matter 
is, that Alice Perrers had gained the King 
good graces above ten years at leaſt befo;e 
e died. How much earlier the date of his 
affection for her ought to be placed, I cans 
not ſay; but from the beginning of the 
forty firſt year of his reign, when he ww 
not a very old man, and far from | 
dotard, even our Records themſelves carry 
evident proofs of it. Her intereſt in the 
King was by this time throughly eſtabliſh. 
ed; for from henceforward to the end of 
his reign there hardly paſſed any year, in 
which ſhe did not obtain very conſiderable 
grants from the crown, Mr. Bohun is 
pleaſed to ſay, that ſhe was * introduced to 
« the King's favour and bed,” and after- 
wards improving upon his expreſſion, that 
ſhe was * laid in the King's boſom, by 
« Wykeham,” A bare aſſertion of his, of 
ſuch a nature, for which he produces no 
voucher, and for which he could not poſ- 
ſibly have any to produce, would be pro- 
perly anſwered, and ſufficiently refuted by 
a bare denial, But we need not reſt the 
matter upon this iſſue: we may ap- 
peal to hiſtory for the determination of - 
0 
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We have the concurrent teſtimony of hiſs. 
torians to prove, that Wykcham way ba- 
niſhed from Court, and ſtrlpped of his 
temporalties, by the united influence of 
Alice Perrers and the Duke of Lancaſter; 
they give not the leaſt intimation of his 
having gotten into the chief management 
of the councils and revenues of the king- 
dom by the means of Alice Perrers; on the 
contrary, they give a very different account 
of his riſe, and aſcribe it to other cauſes, 
and thoſe wholly of another kind, I have 
already proved from unqueſtionable autho- 
rities, that Alice Perrers was at one time 
Wykeham's avowed and hitter enemy: 
hiſtory affords not the leaſt colour of proof, 
that there ever ſubſiſted between them any 
particular connection of friendſhip, 

But ſays Mr, Bohun, “Alice Perrers 
« was Wykeham's niece, or ſiſter;“ and 
afterwards, that he might allow full ſcope 
to the invention of any other forger of ca- 
lumny that might ſucceed him,“ his niece, 
« or, Cc.“ He is doubtful of the relation, 
thinks it beſt to abide by that of niece, as 
moſt probable, but is'rather willing to have 
it thought ſome other, in the preſent caſe, 


or in its general nature, more infamous, 
1 ou 
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This particular, of Alice, Perrary, be 
Wykehar's near relation, is a circutaſtay 
which he has laid hold of and impre 
from a mere ſurmiſe of Archbiſhop N 


which the Archbiſhop indeed expreſles wi 

much doubt and heſitation. “ Among 
« which Leggeies” (ſays he, ſpeaking 'of 
Wykeham's Will) * one hundred pound, 
« are bequeathed to Alice Perot: his kinſ- 


« with her whom the hiſtorians call Alice 
« Perres, by whom, as we have ſaid, he was 
« reconciled to the King, is uncertain,” 
The Archbiſhop in ſome other inſtances 
has not treated Wykeham with that can» 
dor, which belonged to his own character, 
and was due to Wykeham's. What he 
ſays of the extreme lowneſs and ſervile con» 
dition of his birth, of his total deficiency 
in learning, of his recovering his tempo» 
ralties by bribing Alice Perrers, (which, by 
the way, one would think was a method 


„Inter que legata 100 / AliciePerot conſanguinex 
„ ſuv conceduntur que an eadem fueritquam Allciam 
« Perres hiſtoriogra hl 
th gown Regl — 

Britan, ad an, 1376, 
6 „ n MW 


nuncupant, cujus, ut diximus, 
latus fuerlt, Incertum eſt,” Antiq. 
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he needed nt to have had reoourſe to, had 


founded on no ſufficient proof, and ind f 

for the moſt part deſtitute of probability; 
25 I have already ſnewn. He was always 
« a frugal man,” (adds, he) “ and hy, his 
very parſimony acquired, great wealth,” 
This, though it may be interpreted in a 
favqurable ſenſe and as a, commendation, 
yet ſurely belongs not to the portrait which 
he is drawing; it: bears, no reſemblance to 
the open«hearted and generous Wykeham, 
whoſe life was one continued courſe of li- 
berality and munificence. As to the Arch» 


bilhop's conjecture above mentioned, it is 


ſo deltitute of all proper foundation, that it 
would hardly be worth conſidering, were it 
not that hjs authority may pollibly give ſome 
weight to it, It appears to be wholly built 


on the ſimilitude of names; and that too 


very flight and impertect, The chriſtian 
name is indeed the ſame: but it muſt be 
obſerved, that Alice was a name very much 
in vogue in that age, and perhaps the moſt 
common female name of any whatever, I 


Vr ſemper frug] fult, atque ipſa parſimonia qua» 
" ſtym fecit — 2 ibid, nr 


remember 


| 
15 


A 
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remember to have obſerved in Wykeham 
regiſter a liſt of nuns, near half of whom 
(five out of thirteen) were Alices, No. 
thing therefore can be concluded from 
hence. As for the ſurnames ; Perrers is 
expreſſed in the records with much varia. 
tion; it is alſo written Perers, Perreres, and 
de Pereris: but the name of Wykeham\ 
niece, which likewiſe occurs in many record: 
of unqueſtionable authority, is, in all that! 
have ſeen, invariably Perot; very differentin 
orthography from the former, which way 
ſoever written, and not at all like it in 
found, So that the true ſtate of the caſe i 
this: the names at firſt ſight are very little 
alike ; and when you come to examine them 
they plainly appear to be quite different, 
Here is no room for an argument, or even 
for a conjecture : I might juſt as well ſup- 
poſe, or go about to prove by the ſame 
medium of ſimilitude of names, that the 
Biſhop's couſin John Wykeham and the 
famous John Wykliff were one and the 
ſame perſon. 

This is enough to ſatisfy any one that ? 
not poſſeſſed with the ſame ſpirit with Mr. 
Bohun. However, it will be eaſy to d 

Part 3. b. fol. 182, 


' 


| monſtrate 
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monſtrate by matter of fact and the hiſtory 
of each of them, that Alice Perrers and 
Alice Perot were two different perſons. 
perrers was the family name of the former 
Alice : ſhe * continued unmarried till after 
the firſt Parliament of Richard the Second, 
when ſhe became the wife of Sir William 
de Wyndeſore, who had been Lieutenant 
of Ireland in the end of Edward the Third's 
time, and in whoſe behalf ſhe had influ- 
enced the King to reverſe an order of 
Council, which was one of the articles of 
the charge brought againſt her in Parlia- 
ment, Sir William de Wyndeſore died“ 

MINN in 


+ Mr, Carte, who, after the example of Barnes, un» 
dertakes the defence of this Lady's honour, is miſtaken 
in affirming, that (ſhe was actually married to Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndeſore in Edward the Third's time; which ls 
his principal argument in her favour, That (he was 
not married to him till after the firſt Parliament of 
Richard the Second is plain from hence, that hitherto 
ſhe is called in the Parliament Rolls Alice Perrers ; af- 
terwards, Alice the wife of Sir William de Wyndeſore, 
late called Alice Perrers. Rot. Parl. 2 R. 2. and 8 R. 2. 
As alſo in the following Record: Bona Aliciæ uxo- 
« ris dilecti noſtri Wilhelmi de Wyndeſore Chivaler no- 
t bis foris facta virtute judicii contra predict. Aliciam 
* per nomen Aliciz Perrers in Parl. an, reg. 1.” —— 
MS. Rymer. R. 2. vol. 2. N* 139. | 

5 The probate of the will of Sir William Wynde- 


fore is dated Sep. 19, 1384. His will is en 3 
| 3 | : 


after which we hear no more of her. 
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in the year 1384, leaving no ite by ker! 
lived, and continued a widow, fn mY P 
latter end of Richard, the Second's time; l 


7 family name of the other, Alice, 
daughter of Agnes, Wykeham's ſiſter, was 
Chawmpeneys ; ſhe was married to wi. 
liam Perot ſome years before me death of 
Edward the Third ; for John the a0 
of her three ſons was admitted Fellow 

New College Oxford in the ing 1395.4 
ſo was born probably about the end « 
Edward the Thard's, or the beginning "of 
Richard the Serond's reign : and her eldeſt 
ſon William was married in the year 1396, 
with the Biſhop's approbation, and was at 
teaſt of full age, probably ſome yeaxs above, 
She and her huſband William Perot” were 
both alive, and appeared in the Court of 
King's Bench, in the eleventh year of Hen 
the Fourth. All which particulars of ut 
doubted matter of fact being laid together 


" 


he does not ſo much as mention his wife in it, " 
eſtates, I ſup ppoſe, had been ſecured to her before; In 
only makes ſome bequeſts to his brother's ſons; fro: 
whence I conclude bs had no iſſue. Regiſt, n 
part 3. b. fol. 62. 

See Cotton's Abri N f 21 R. 2 


dee Appendix, Ne I. 111. IV. An- 4 5 
and 


/ ccc 


& Cy ogy FF ORGY _T7 > -- ww . = 


OS ww Wea - 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 
and compared ir appears to be utterly im- 
poſſible, that the ſaid two Alices, 'eyen 
though their ſurnames were'reall ythe farne, 
cold be one and the ſume — 

So much for Archbiſhop Parker's eek 
jecture, of which Mr, Behun has made ſich 
— uſe. In the remaining part of the 
ſame paragraph, he has confounded all 
hiſtory; he has united the Prince of Wales 
and Duke of Lancaſter in oppoſition to 
Wykeham and Alice Perrers; whereas it 
was the Prince of Wales and Wykeham 
againſt the Duke of Lancaſter and Alice 
perrers: he makes the Prince of Wales 
one of Wickliff's favourers, though he 
died almoſt a year before Wickliff's 
affair came in queſtion : he ſays, that 
Wykeham and Alice Perrers were removed 
from Court together, whereas it 1s certain 
that Wykeham was removed in conſequence 
of Alice Perrers being reinſtated in her 
power there. But before the removal 
of Wykeham and Alice could be effect- 
* ed,” (it was not before the actual remo- 
val of Alice; it was before the removal of 
Wykeham was attempted or thought of) 
* the Prince of Wales died, ſuſpected of 
* being poiſoned by a zealot againſt here- 

| cc iy, 
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« ſy, or one of Alice's agents.“ Theugh 
Wykeham never diſtinguiſhed himſelf-as a 
zealot againſt hereſy, nor was ever before 
ſuſpected of being one of Alice's agents,'yet 
every one ſees that this impudent inſinua- 
tion is aimed at him. But the abſurdity of 
this writer is equal even to his malice, and 
very happily counter works the effects of 
it. Beſides that there never was any ſuſ- 
picion of the Prince of Wales's being poi- 
ſoned, it is notorious, that he was ſeized 
with the diſeaſe, which irrecoverably de- 
ſtroyed his conſtitution, in his expedition 
into Spain, ten years before his death; 
that he did not return to England till three 
or four years after that expedition, when 
he was quite diſabled from attending to 
his affairs in Acquitaine, and his caſe was 
in a manner deſperate: that in England, 
except that in the year after his return he 
ſeemed to be for a little while ſomewhat bet- 
ter, his diſtemper gradually increaſed, and, 
though later than was expected, brought 
him at length to his grave. Would this 
libeller ſuppoſe, that one of Alice's agents 
poiſoned the Prince ſo long before in Spain? 
or at laſt, and at home, when he was other- 
wiſe viſibly dying? Why ſhould we ſup- 


poſe 
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poſe it done by a zealot againſt hereſy, when 
the Prince was never in the leaſt ſuſpected 
of favouring heretics? But the reader muſt 
by this time think, that I preſume too much 
on his patience, in imagining, that he. wall 
accompany me in an examination in detail 
of ſuch an incoherent collection of falſhood 
and ſlander. For what remains therefore, 
relating to the accuſation brought againſt 
Wykeham by the Duke of Lancaſter at the 
end of Edward the Third's reign, and the 
report of the Queen's confeſſion to him 
upon her death-bed, I ſhall refer him to 
what I have already ſaid upon thoſe heads; 
and ſhall only add in brief, that Mr. Bo- 
hun not writing from hiſtory, where he 
knew that what he wanted could not be 
ſound, but from his own head, miſtakes 
Queen Iſabel Edward the Third's mother 
for Queen Philippa his wife; that what he 
ſays of the Prelates and the Clergy, or 
Wykeham and his Clergy, proſtituting their 
pulpits to defame the Duke of Lancaſter, is 
purely an invention of his own: and that 
the next three paragraphs are of the ſame 
kind, utterly deſtitute of all manner of 
foundation, and contain not ſo much as 
one word of truth. The Duke of Lancaſ- 
| Aa ter 


in conſequence of it ever exiſted; Wyke- 
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ter was never. conſtituted Protector of the 
King and kingdom; no new proſecution 
was ever commenced againſt Wykeham; 
no one circumſtance of all that he relates 


ham was not Chancellor in the Parliament 
of the twelfth year of Richard the Second, 
nor in the firſt year of the ſame reign, 
when his pardon was paſſed; nor had ei- 
ther of the Acts of Parliament, which he 
has made the chief ground-work of hit 
ſlanders upon Wykeham, any the leaſt re- 
lation to him or hig affairs. 

Thus much may fully ſuffice for the 
Engliſh Lawyer; but we have not yet 
quite done with the Annotator on Bacon, 
Not content with having in his firſt per- 
formance accuſed Wykeham of being pan- 
dar to the King; of proſtituting his own 
niece, or ſiſter, or C; of poiſoning the 


Prince of Wales; all monſtrous calum- 


nies of his own diabolical invention, which 
one would have thought muſt have been 
by this time exhauſted; he has now ano- 
ther charge to bring againſt him; and that 
of no leſs a crime than forging an Act of 
Parliament. This pretended Statute” 

(Stat. 
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(Stat, 2. chap. 5. 5 R. 2/ againſt heretics) 
« ſeems to have been formed by the art. 
« fice of Biſhop Wykeham, then Chancel- 
« Jor, and by him ſhuffled in amongſt the 
« Rolls of Parliament.” He makes no 
ſeruple of grounding an accuſation of the 
moſt flagitious crime upon the ſlighteſt 
ſurmiſe. You ſee, the whole force of the 
proof ariſes from that one cireumſtance of 
Wykeham's being then Chancellor, But 
could any one imagine, that the man could 
poſſibly have the impudence to ſay this, 
when he muſt know, that his reader would 
find by the firſt chronicle he turned to, 
that Wykeham was not Chancellor within 
ſeven years of this time? I ſhall not enter 
into a diſcuſſion of this affair, ſince it no- 
wiſe concerns Wykeham. Our author 
borrowed the accuſation of Lord Coke; he 
has only by a fmall ſlight of hand transfer- 


rec! it from one perſon to another. Lord 


Coke charges the inrolling of this Statute, 
as a fraud, on Braybroke Biſhop of Lon- 
don, whom he ſuppoſes to have been at 
that time Chancellor: but a late worthy 


* 3: Inſt, chap, 55 
dee Biſhop Gibſon's Codex, p. 399, 


Aa 2 ſucceſſor 
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ſucceſſor of his in that ſee has very well de. 
fended him againſt this imputation, upon 
the ſuppoſition, that he was indeed then 
Chancellor; whereas in truth Braybroke 
was not then Chancellor, but Richard Le 
Scrope a Layman. 1 . 
I have now fairly laid before the reader 
every thing that I can find; which has been 
at any time alledged to the diſcredit of 
Wykeham : much of it of that ſort, which 
nothing but the obſcurity, in which all 
private and perſonal hiſtory of thoſe times 
lies involved, and the confidence, that any 
charge of this kind boldly affirmed would 
not eaſily admit of a direct confutation, 
could have encouraged the moſt determined 
malice to utter, But notwithſtanding 
theſe diſadvantages, 1 hope I have ſet every 
thing material in ſo clear a light, as to 
leave no room for doubt in any unprejudi- 
ced mind: it would have been enough, to 
have ſhewn, that theſe allegations are all 


* The Parliament of 5 R. 2. finiſhed its ſeſſion on 
Feb. 25, 1381-2. Wake, State of the — 
311, Ihe writ to the Sheriff for proclamation of the 
Acts of that Parliament, and of this Statute among the 
reſt, is dated May 26 following. Stat, at large, Bray: 
broke did not receive the Great Seal till September 20, 
afterwards, Rymer's Fœdera, Vol, 7. p. 362. 
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deſtitute of proof; I think I have demon- 
ſtrated their falſity; I ſhall only add, that, 
from the experience, which I have had in 
my inquiries into this ſubje&t, I am fully 
perſuaded, that the reputation and charac- 
ter of Wykeham will always gain by being 
accurately examined, and fully laid open 
that, whatever new diſcoveries may be made 
in the general hiſtory of his time, or what- 
ever unexpected lights may be thrown upon 
his particular affairs, they will all tend to 
advance his honour ; and that nothing but 
evidence and truth is required to ſet forth 
his life and actions to the greateſt advan- 


tage. 


APPENDIX; 
E Veterl Regiſtro Call Winton, 


LICIA, qui fult ſoror Johannls 2 petris 
Domini Wilhelmi Wykeham Eplſcop n · 


ton & fyndatorls Iſtlus Collegll, deſponſata 
fuͤlt Johann Archemore, ex qulbus proceſſerunt trede» 
elm fille, quarum una vocabatur Emma, mater Johan- 
ne Warner & Wilhelmi Carpenter. 
Altera vocabatur Margerla, mater Edlthe Rynge⸗ 
borne & Iſabelle Mavyle & Johannls Rokle, 
Altera vocabatur Allcla, mater Robertl Mavyle de 
Strata Hyde Wynt, | 
Altera vocabatur Matilda, ex qua proceſſit Agnes ad- 
huc vivens, in Weſt-Stratton, ex qua proceſſit Johanna 
_ deſponſata Johanni Bolne in Com, Suſſex, 
ltera vocabatur Johanna, mater Zelotz que mora- 
batur apud Weſtmeone, 
Agnes Chawmpeneys, ſoror Domini Wilhelmi Wyke- 
ham fundatorls noſtri, fuit mater Alicle Perott, qua 
Alicia fuit mater Thome Wykeham Militis, 
Item ſecundum quoſdam Wilhelmus Stratton pro- 
creavit de Amicia Stratton, - filia Domini de Stratton 
juxta Selborne, quatuor filios, Ricardum, Stephanum, 
Robertum, & Johannem, qui obierunt ſine liberis; ac 
etiam tres filias, ſcil. Aliciam, Jullanam, & Alienoram. 
Aliciam duxit Wilhelmus Bowade in uxorem, de qua 
habuit filiam nomine Sibillam, quam Johannes Longe 
duxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit filium nomine Wil- 
helmum Epiſcopum Wint. & filiam nomine Agnetem, 
quæ Agnes habuit filiam nomine Aliciam, quam Wilhel- 
mus Perott duxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit tres fi- 
lios, Wilhelmum, Johannem, & Thomam, mortuos 
nunc; qui Thomas vocabatur Wykeham Miles, & duxit 
8 in 
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In unorem fillam Wilhelm! Wylkeeys Armlg, do 
proereavit fills & Allan, W 

Jullanam Amitam mitrls Fundatorls duxlt Rlenrduy 
Notelle In uxorem, de qua habult flllam noming fm» 
mam, quam Ricardus Benet dunlt In uxorem, de qua 
habult fillum nomine Rleardum, 

Allenoram Amltam matrls Fundatorls duxlt In uxo- 
rem Rleardus Kerſwell de Stokebrigg, de qua proeres- 
vit fillam nomine El\zabetham, quam Rog: Goryng de 
Sarum duxlt in uxorem, de qua habult Hllam nomine 


Johannam, | 
Item ſecundum allos any Longe pater Fundato- 


ris habult fratrem nomine Henricum Aas, qui Henricus 
Aas habuit tres filios, Wilhelmum, Ricardum, & Radul- 
phum ; Radelphus iſte habuit fillum nomine Wilhel. 
mum, & tres -filias, s. Feliciam ollm Abbariſſam de 
Romeſeye. a 


Ne II. 
Ex Originali in Archivis Coll. Wint. 


T TAC indentura fafta inter Reverendum in Chriſto 
H Patrem & Dominum Dominum Wilhelmum de 

ikeham'permiſſione divina Epiſcopum Wynton, ex par- 
te una, & Nicholaum de Wikeham, Archidiaconum 
Wiltes, Johannem de Wikeham Perſonam Eccleſiz de 
Crundale, Johannem de Campeden, & Wilhelmum 
Ryngeborne, ex parte altera, teſtatur quod dicti Nichos 
laus & Johannes de Wikeham, Johannes de Campeden, 
& Wilhelmus Ryngeborne, per preſentes conceſſerunt & 
dimiſerunt dio Domino Epiſcopo maneria ſua de 
Burnham & Brene in Com. Somerf. cum omnibus ſuis 
pertinent. habendum & tenendum dicta maneria eldem 
Domino Epiſcopo ad totam vitam ſuam : ita quod poſt 
mortem didi domini Epiſcopi, prædicta maneria de 
Burnham & Brene cum ſuis pertinent. integra remane - 
ant Wilhelmo Wikeham conſanguineo di&ti Domini E- 
piſcopl & Alicle Uvedale, & haredibus maſculis de cor- 


pore iplius Wilhelmi coulanguiael legitime n 
ta 
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APPENDIX Ul 
lis quod fl rr ditum Wilhelmum Wikeham 
conſangulueum dV Domini Epiſcopl fine harede maſs 
culo de corpore fue legltlime procreato oblre, quod ox 


tune poſt mortem difts Allels difta manerla cum omnb> 
bus ſuls pertinent, Integra remaneant Thame Wikeham 


' fratr] ejuſdem Wilhelml confangulnel & haredibus mat 


culls ipſius Thema de corpore ſug legitime procreatls-1 
Et fi eantlagat quod idem Thomas frater WIhelmi ob- 
lerit fine harede maſculo de corpore ſuo legitime pro» 
creato, tune poſt deceſſum ipſius Thome predifta ma» 
nerla cum pertinent, integre remaneant Johann de 
Wikeham fratri ejuſdem Thome fratris Wilhelmi, & 
heredibus maſculis de corpore ſuo procreatis; Et fi 
contingat quod idem Johannes Wikeham obierit ſine 
hærede maſculo de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt de» 
ceſſum ipſius Johannis dicta maneria cum pertinent, in- 
tegre remaneant hæredibus prædicti Wilhelmi conſan- 
guinei de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et fi nullus heres de 
corpore ipſius Wilhelmi conſanguinei fuerit procreatus, 
tune predicta maneria cum pertinent. integre remane - 
ant heredibus prædiéti Thome Wikeham de corpore 
ſuo procreatis: Et fi nullus heres de corpore ipſius 
Thomæ fuerit procreatus, tune prædicta maneria cum 
ertinent. integre remaneant heredibus prædicti Jo- 
LT Wykeham de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et ſi 
nullus heres de corpore ipſius Johannls fuerit procre- 
atus, tunc N maneria cum pertinent, integre re- 
maneant Thome Warenner. & Johanne uxori ejus, & 
heredibus maſculis ipſius Johanne de corpore ſuo pro- 
creatis : Et fi contingat quod eadem Johanna obierit ſi- 
ne h&rede maſculo de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt 
deceſſum ipſorum Thome Warenner & Johanne præ- 
dicta maneria cum pertinent, remaneant Wilhelmo 
Ryngeborne & Edithæ uxori ejus, & heredibus maſ- 
culis ipſius Edithæ de corpore ſuo procreatis: Et fi 
contingat quod eadem Edltha obierit ſine hærede maſcu- 
lo de corpore ſuo procreato, tune poſt deceſſum ipforum 
Wilhelm Ryngeborne & Edithæ, pradifta maneria 
cum pertinent, integre remaneant Agnetl uxori nuper 
Guidonis Ayno, & heredibus maſculls Ipſius _ 
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de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et ſi contingat quod eadem 
Agnes oblerit ſine hærede maſculo de corpore ſuo pro. 
erento, tune poſt deceſſum difte Agnetis tine exity hu - 
juſmodi, prædicta manerla cum pertinent Integre re- 
maneant Wilhelmo Maviell & Iſabelle uxorl ejus, & 
heredibus maſeulis ipſius Iſabelle: Et ſi contingat 
quad eadem Iſabella obierit fine haerede maſculo de 
corpore ſuo procreato, tune poſt deceſſum ipſorum Wil. 
helmi Maviell & Iſabelle pradifta maneria cum pert(- 
nent, integre remaneant Johanni Beneyt de Bottele & 
heredibus maſculis de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et fi 
contingat quod idem Johannes Beneyt obierit ſine ha- 
rede . de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt de- 
ceſſum ipſius Johannis predifta maneria nm pertinent, 
integre remaneant heredibus prædictæ Johannæ de 
corpore ſuo procreatis ; Et fi nullus heres de corpore 
ipſius Johannæ fuerit procreatus, tune prædlicta mane- 
ria cum pertinent, integre remaneant heredibus præ- 
dictæ Edithæ de corpore ſuo procreatis ; Et fi nullus 
hæres de corpore ipſius Edithæ fuerit procreatus, tune 
—— maneria cum ſuis pertinent. integre remaneant 
eredibus prædictæ Agnetis de corpore ſuo procreatis; 
Et ſi nullus heres de corpore ipſius Agnetis fuerit pro- 
creatus, tune prædicta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. in- 
tegre remaneant hæredibus prædictæ Iſabelle de corpo- 
re ſuo procreatis: Et ſi nullus hæres de corpore ip- 
ſius Iſabelle fuerit procreatus, tune predicta maneria 
cum ſuis pertinent. integre remaneant hæredibus pre: 
dicti Johannis Beneyt de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et fi 
nullus herres de corpore ipſius Johannis Beneyt fuerit 
procreatus, tune predicta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. 
integre remaneant rectis heredibus dicti Domini Epil- 
copi in perpetuum. Proviſo ſemper quod fi ſponſalia 
inter dictos Wilhelmum Wikeham conſanguineum & 
Aliciam Uvedale noa celebrentur citra feſtum San&i 
Michaclis Archangeli proximum futurum, quod ex- 
tunc bene liceat dictis, Nicholao de Wikeham, Johan- 
ni de Wikcham, Johanni de Campeden, & Wilhelmo 
Ryngeborne, dicta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. rein- 
trate & in priſtino ſtatu corum retinere W 
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APPENDIX „ 
In eujus rel teſtimonium hills indenturis partes prædlictæ 


ſigilla ſua alternatim appoſuernnt, Dat, primo die Jus 
Il ang regul Regls Ricardi Secundl viceſimo, 


Nicholaus Johannes Johannes Wilhelmus 
Wykeham ,Wykeham Campedene Ringeburne 
8. 8. L. 8. L. 8. 


N* III. 


E Libro H, Coll. Wint. fol, 157. 


PAc rA apud Weſtm, coram Wilhelmo * 
ſoc, ſuis Juſticiariis Domini Regis de Banco, Term, 
Hillar, anno Reg, Hen, Quarti poſt Conq, undecimo. 


—— Et prædictus cuſtos [Coll. Wint. ] dicit quod quon+ 
dam Wilhelmus de Wykeham, nuper Epiſcopus Wynt.” 
conſanguineus prædictæ Aliciz Perot, videlicet frater 
Apnetis matris ipſius Aliclæ, cujus heres ipſa eſt, nuper 
fuit ſeiſitus de prædicto manerio | de Elynge! & 
dedit, conceſſit, & carta ſua confirmavit, Cuſtodi & 
Scholaribus ejuſdem Collegii pxdistum manerium—— 
& petit quod dicti Wilhelmus Perot & Alicia prædictum 
manerdum de Elynge cum pertinentibus eidem Cuſtodi 
ex cauſa prædicta warentizent, &c. Et prædictus Wil- 
helmus Perot & Alicia non poſſunt dedicere uin ea- 
dem Alicia fit conſanguinea & heres ipſius Epiſcopi in 
ſorma prædicta, & gratis præfato Cuſtodi prædictum 
manerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus virtute cartæ 
prediftiz warentizant, 


N* VI. 
L Finalibus Recordis in Communi Banco de termino 


Trinitatis 20 R. 2. Citat, a T. Martin, in Vita Gul. 
Wicami, lib, 1. cap. 1. 


AC eſt finalis concordia facta in curia Dqmini Re- 

gis, &c. in octabis Sanctæ Trinitatis anno regui 
Richardi Regis viceſimo, coram Wilhelmo bh ay ++ 
a 3 C4 
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Kc. later WIlhelmum Wickham fillum Wilhilml Pete 
& Allelam uxerem eſus querentes, & Wilhelmum de 
Wickham Epiſcopum Winton, Magiſtrum Nlehelaum 
de Wickham Clericum, & Johannem Campeden Clericum 
deforclat. de manerlo de Ottarburne, &c. Et fi con- 
tingat quod idem Wilhelmus Wickham flllus Wilhelm 
Perott oblerit ſine h#rede maſculo, de corners ſuo pro» 
creato, tunc poſt deceſſum ipſorum Wilhelmi & Aliciz 
uxoris ejus, predicta manerium & tenementa cum per- 
tinentiis integre remanebunt Thome Wickham fratri 
ejuſdem Wilhelmi Wickham filli Wilhelmi Perott, & 
h#redibus maſculis de corpore ſuo procreatis, | 


N' V. 
E Regiſtro Wykeham. Part. I. fol. 1. 


Bulla Urbani Papæ W — adminiſtratione Eccles 
h 12 VV ynton, 


RBANUS Epiſcopus ſervus ſervorum Del di- 
lecto filio Wilhelmo de Wykeham Archidia- 

cono Lincoln. adminiſtratori in ſpiritualibus & tempo- 
ralibus Eccleſiz Wynton. Salutem & Apoſtolleam Bene 
dictionem. Regin in! univerſalis eccleſie quanquam 
inſufficientibus meritis diſponente Domino præſidentes 
de univerſis orbls eccle is pro earum ſtatu ſalubriter 
dirigendo quantum nob.s ex alto conceditur ſolicite eo- 
gitamus, ſed eo propenſius ſolicitudo nos urget, ut ec - 
cleſils illis quie ſuis ſunt deſtitute paſtoribus, ne in T 
ritualibus & temporalibus detrinenta ſuſtineant, de fa- 
lubri remedjo, prout ipſarum eccleſiarum ac locorum & 
temporum qualitas exigit, conſulamus : dudum fiqul- 
dem bone memorie \Vitheluwo Epiſcopo Wyntonlenſ, 
regiminl Wynton, Kecleſtæ presidente, nos cuplentes 
eldem Wynton, eecleſſc cum vacaret per ſedls (k. apo 
Alice) providentiam utllem & ſdoneam pra elſe pert 
nam proviſlenem Iptlus eccleſie ordinationt & diſpeſis 
ton noſtre dunlmus ea vice ſpeelallter refervandum, 
fdeeernentes ex tune ſrritum & ane (| ſeeus fuper his 
per quoſcunque quavis aufteritate ſelenter vel Ignoran⸗ 
{ff 
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ter contlngeret attemptatl. Cum ltague poſtmodum 
dlcta eecleſla per obltum dial Wilhelm! 1e qul 
extra Romanam curlam debltum nature periolylt, vaca - 
verit, & vacet ad præſens, nos eldem eccleſtw, de cujus 
proviſione nullus præter nos hag vice ſe intromitiere po» 
tuerit neque poteſt reſervatione & decreto obſiſtenti» 
bus ſupraditis, ut feliciter gubernetur ejuſque dona & 
jura a pravorum manibus defenſentur, cupientes proxi- 
dere, ac ſperantes, quod tu apud nos de literarum ſci» 
entia, vitæ ac morum honeſtate, ſpiritualium providentia, 
& temporalium circumſpectione, fide dignis teſtimonlis 
multi pliciter commendatus, id ſcias & poteris ſalubriter 
adimplere, de fratrum noſtrorum conſilio adminiſtrato- 
rem dictæ eccleſiæ uſque ad apoſtolicæ ſedis benepla · 
citum, ordinamus, conſtituimus, & deputamus, admi- 
niſtrationem plenam generalem & liberam ejuſdem ec- 
cleſiæ ac bonorum & jurium ejuſdem tam in ſpirituali- 
bus quam in temporalibus plenarie committentes, ut 
dictam Wyntonien, eccleſiam tuæ adminiſtationi com- 
miſſam ſpiritualiter & temporaliter, ſtatutis provincia» 
libus ſeu conſuetudinibus provincie Cantuarien, & Illis 
præſertim quibus caveri dicitur quod eccleſiis cathedra-» 
libus provincize Cantuarlen. vacantibus Archiepiſcopus 
Cantuar, pro tempore exiſtens in ipſis eccleſils ſic vas 
cantibus ſpiritualia exerceat, & aliis contrarils non ob- 
ſtantibus quibuſcunque, juxta datam tibi a Deo pruden- 
tiam, regas dirigas & augmentes, ac etiam canonica- 
tus & prebendas, dignitates, perſonatus, officia & alia 
quzecumque beneficia ecleſiaſtica ſecularla & regularia 
ad collationem Epiſcopi Wynton. pro tempore exiltentig 
pertinentia, cnm vacabunt, conferas & de ipſis provi- 
deus, nec non de fruétibus, redditibus, proventibus, jus 
bus, & obyentionibus univerſis ad menſam Wyntonlen. 
[pectantibus ordinare & diſpontere valeas, prout verl KE. 
piicopl Wynton, qul kuerlut pro tempore de Ils ordl - 
ire & dlſponere potuerunt ne etlam qdebuerunt, allena⸗ 
dane quorumlibetlinmobllium & pretloſorum moebilium 
eſuſdem eeeleſle bl penitus Interdleta Tu Igltur 
ches eſuſdem eceleſls Wynton, regimen & aqmluſſtra⸗ 
tonem ſollelte & fideliter exercenda te {le exhibeag 

8 4 ſtudſolum, 


vii APPEND I X 
ſtudioſum, quod eccleſia ipſa, divina tibi favente cle- 
mentia, ſub adminiſtratione tua provida & ſalubri voti. 
vis continue in ſpiritualibus & temporalibus amplletur 
commodis & ſalubribus proficiat incrementis, noſque 
r tuz circumſpectionis & diligentiz ſtudium fructuo. 
um dignis te poſſimus in Domino laudibus merito 
commendare, Dat Avinlon. iii. Id. Decembr. Pontifi. 


cat. noſtri anno quinto, 


N* VI. 


E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part, tert. a. fol. 145, 
Bulla Domini Papi 3 Domino k pilcopo Wyn+ 
tonien, | 


REGORIUS Epiſcopus fervus ſervorum Del 
8 venerablll fratrli E-piſcopo Wyntonlen, Salutem & 
Apoſtollcam benedictlonem, Nuper gratanter acceplmus 
quallter carifſiml in Chriſto fili noftri Edwardus Angle 
& Carolus Francorum Reges illuſtres ambaxlatores ſuoy 
ſolennes pro tractatu pacls Inter Ipſos Reges dante Dom- 
no peragende Brugls deſtinarunt, ac eldem Regl Ang⸗ 
Jim ſuper hoc ſerlbimus eum ad bonam pacem gratloſe 
exhortando et verum cum hujuſmodl pacls negotlum In» 
ter cetera nobls Incumbentla, prout novlt aleſMm, & 
allas tibl ſcripſimus, cord] nec Immerlto habeamus, & 
dubltemus, fi traftatus hujuſmodl quod abſit rumpere⸗ 
tur, quod peccatis exlgentibus tarde vel nunquam Inter 
dictos Reges pax reſurgeret peroptata, ac in premiſſis 
favor tuus ſit plurimum opportunns, fraternitatem tuam 
nobls caram rogamus & hortamur attente, quatenus pro 
noſtra & apoſtolice ſedis reverentla & etlam tuæ ſalutls 
intultu apud eundem Regem Angliz, quod noſtris in hac 
_ procibus annuat, opem des prout plene confidimus 

operam efficaces, Præterea cum pro relevandls one» 
ribus expenſarum nobis & Romane eccleſize, ut nos & 
ipſam Romanam eccleſiam ejuſque jura & bona in par- 
tibus Italiz ab lnvadentlum manibus defendamus eorum- 
que rellllamus injurlis & jaQuris, incumbentium, ad 
| quos 
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quos ſufficere non poſſumus, in Franciz & Iſpanie regs 


nis nec non in Alamanio aliiſque partibus fidelium per- 
ſonis eccleſiaſticis certa ſubſidia duxerimus imponenda, 
quæ quidem perſons eccleſiaſtics in hijs nobis prout te- 
nebantur, quamvis propter guerras & alias cauſas multi- 
plicibus oneribus fatigatæ eſſent, pro majori parte paru- 
erunt; ac clero regni Angliæ, qui in redditibus habun · 
dat, & quod quidem regnum favente Domino in fe 
guerris non conturbatur, certum moderatum ſubſidlum, 
pront alias tibi ſcripſimus, duxerimus imponendumy 
quod tamen nondum extitit perſolutum: noſque & di&ta 
Romana eccleſia, tam propter premiſſas quam alias ra- 
tionabiles cauſas devotorum ſubſidils plus ſollto egea» 
mus de preeſentl, eandem fraternitatem tuam, quam in 
adimplendis votls noſtrils promptam ſemper invenimus 
& paratam, ut carlus poſſumus deprecamur, quatenus 
pro noſtra & apoſtollc ſedls reverentia, & ſicut nobis 
placere deſideras, hujuſmodi clerum Angliz ad ſolven- 
dum predictum ſubſidlum vils & modls qulbus poterls 
inducere non poſtponas, Dllectum ſiquldem filium 
Arnaldum Garnerll Canonlcum Cathalaunen, licentla» 
tum in leglbus in regno Anglia apoſtollee ſedls nun» 
cum, & fruétuum & proventuum ſͤbldem camerw apo» 
tolle debltorum, colleftorem, cul aliqua tibl referenda 
commlllimus, & quem una cum juribus —— came - 
5 noſtra recommendamns, ad partes Alas deſtinamus, 
cul idem indublam adhlbeas in dicendis, Dat Avi» 
non, xl Kal, April, pont, noſtrl, anno quinto, 


N' VII. 


f Regiſtro Wykeham, Part, tert a, fol. g8, 
luſtrumentum ſuper conventlone inter Epiſcopum Wyn» 
ton, & Richardum de Herton Grainmaticum, 


N Dei nomine Amen, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini 
ſecundum curſum & computationem Eccleſiæ Ang- 
leang Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Septuageſimo Tertlo, 
indictione undecima, Menſis Septembris die prima, Pon» 
tiicutus Sanctiſlimi in Chriſto patris & Domini noſtri 
Domini 
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x APPEND INH 
Domini Gregorll dlvina providentla Papa undeelml an. 
no tertio, conſtitutus perſonallter coram Reverendo Pn. 
tre Domino WIlhelmo Del gratla Wynton, Eplſcopo ln 
aula manerll ſul de Merewe! * Dloceſeos, In mel 
Notarll Publlel & Teſtlum ſubſerlptorum prafently, 
Venerabilis & diſcretus vir Maglſter Richardus de Her- 
ton Grammatlcus certam conventlonem cum eodem Do. 
mino Winton, Epiſcopo ſeclt inilt & firmavit ſub hac 
forma; videlicet, quod idem Richardus per decem an. 
nos inciplendo in feſto Sanéti Michaelis proximo futuro 
inſtruet & informabit ſub hac forma pauperes Scolares 
quos dictus Dominus Epiſcopus ſuis ſumptibus exhlbet 
& exhibebit fideliter & diligenter in arte grammaticg 
& nullos alios ſine licentia dicti patris ad doctrinam hu- 
jJuſmodi reciplet per tempus prædictum, excepit tamen 
tempus infirmitatis ſuæ & tempus quo curiam Romanam 
ſemel viſitabit ſuis propriis ſumptibus, & per idem tem- 
pus alium virum ſufficientem & idoneum pro doctriua 
dictorum Scolarium ſubſtituet loco ſuo. Ad hæc con · 
venit cum dito Patre, quod idem Pater inveniet & ex. 
hibebit ſibi ununs alium virum idoneum qui eum pote- 
rit adjuvare in labore diſciplinæ Scolarium prædictorum: 
hæc promiſit firmiter idem Magiſter Richardus cum 
omni diligentia perficere & implere & ſuper firmitate 
illius conventionis tenendæe & ſervandæ idem Magifter 
Richardus [per] manum ſuam dextram in manu dextra 
dicti patris expreſſe poſuit & dedit fidem ſuam ad pre- 
miſſa omnia perficienda in forma ſupradicta. AQ ſunt 
hxc anno indictione menſe die pontificatu & loco 
prenotatis, præſentibus diſcretis viris Magiſtris Johanne 
de Bukyngham Canonico Ebor. & Domino Johanne de 
Campeden Canonico Eccleſiæ Suwellen. Ebor. Dioe. 
& Henrico de Thorp ac Johanne de Kelleſeye Notariis 
Publicis apoſtolicis, teſtibus ad præmiſſa vocatis ſpecia- 
liter & rogatis. 
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E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part, tert. b. fol. 74. 
Littera vIſitandl Scolares & Collegium Oxonle, 


ILHELMUS permiſſione divina Wyntonlen, 
Epiſcopus Collegil Sanctæ Marle Wynton, in 
Oxonia Fundator parlter & Patronus, dllectis nobls in 
Chriſto venerabilibus viris Magiſtris Thome de South» 
am, Archidlacono Oxan, In Eccleſia Lincoln, ac Ni- 
cholao de Wykeham Archid, Wiltes. in Eccleſia Sar. 
galutem in amplexibus Salvatoris, Relacione fide 
dignorum audita ſtupor non modicus invaſit ſubito 
mentem noſtram, dum in vinea noſtra quam plantavimus 
deficientibus uvis ſuccreſcant labruſcæ, palmites quoque 
quas ſperabamus fructiferas amaricato germine in ſpuria 
vitulamina convertantur. Accepimus namque tale in- 
ter Scolares noſtri Collegii ſupradicti qui de noſtra vi- 
vunt elemoſina corrupcionis piaculum irrepſiſſe, quod 
ipſi ſux condiclonis & quietis propriæ pauliſper obliti, 
generis ad genus, nobilltatis ad ignobllitatem, ſcientiæ 
ad ſcientiam, facultatis ad facultatem, patriæ ad patri- 
am, & alias comparaciones quæ odioſæ ſunt faclunt 
inſolenter contra doctrinam Apoſtoli acceptores perſo- 
narum effecti; alii preterea ſuperſticione | prophana 
colla ſua in ſublime alcius erigentes, dum refectionis 
gratia conveniunt ad menſam fibi vendicant loca pri- 
ma praeceptum dominicum minime amplectentes, dicen- 
tis, Qui major eſt inter vos fiat ſicut junior, & qui pra- 
ceſſor fiat ſicut miniſter, Nonnulli quoque ipſorum 
inſolentijs aliis quas numerare non decet, ſet nec com- 
mittere licet, a vera virtutis tramite deviantes exhibent 
ſe frequenter. Unde in ipſo noſtro Collego inter Sco- 
lares preedictos diſſenciones contenciones & ſcandala o- 
riuntur & quod dolenter referimus quæ noſtræ mentis 
: intentio Dei paravit ad gloriam tendunt ad noxam. Ex 
= divina provocatur mageſtas, diftumque noſtrum 
ollegium, utpote in ſuis membris nequiter viciatum 
grave patitur detrimentum in perniciolum exemplum & 
ſcandalum 
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ſcandalum plurimorum, Nolentes itaque dictum noſ- 
trum Collegium tantis fædari maculis, quin potius eu- 
pientes firmiſſime ut omnis ab ipſo eliminetur ſpurcitia, 
quodque Scolares prædicti, viciorum ſentibus extirpa- 
tis, virtutibus illuſtrentur, doctrinis ſacris efficaciter 
adhereant & miliciæ clericali: Ad inquirendum igltur 
tam in genere quam in ſpecie de & ſuper criminibus & 
exceſſibus omnium & ſingulorum Scolarium noſtri Col- 
legit memorati & quos in præmiſſis aut eorum aliquo 


vel aliis exceſſibus groviews ſeu criminibus culpabiles 


reperitis, ipſos cujuſcunque gradus ſtatus vel condicio- 
nis exiſtant, a dicto noſtro Collegio perpetuo expellend, 
niſi de ipſorum correccione celeri & morum in ea parte 
reformacione ſalubri ſpes fuerit ac vobis ſignanter a 

paruerit; tunc enim exceſſus hujuſmodi & crimina f. 
cut pro ipſius honore ac conſervacione ſtatus dicti noſ- 
tri Collegii videritis expedire, corrigend. & acrius pu- 
niend. Cætera inſuper que in ipſo noſtro Collegio re- 


for matione indigent, debite reformand, omniaque alia, 


& ſingula que in præmiſſis & circa ea neceſſaria fuerint, 
vel quomodolibet opportuna, cum eorum incidentibus 
emergentibus dependentibus & connexis faciend & 


etiam exercend. Vobis de quorum fidelitate conſcien- 


tie puritate ac circumſpectionis induſtria plene confi- 


dimus, tenore preſentium committimus vices . noſtras 
cum cohercionis & executivnis in hac parte debitz po - 
teſtate. Dat. in Caſtro noſtro de Farnham vigeſimo 


octavo die menſis Septembr. Anno Domini Milleſimo 
Trecenteſimo Oftogeſimo Quinto. et noſtræ Conſecra- 
tionis Anno Decimo Octavo, 


Ne IX. 
E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part, tert. b. fol, 77. 


Litera tangens Collegium Oxon. 


ILHELMUS permiſſione divina Wynton. 
Epiſcopus, Fundator & Patronus Col, ſanctæ 


Mariz Wynton; in Oxonia, dilecto nobis in Chriſta 
Cuſtodl 


ro 
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Cuſtodi diti noſtri Collegii Salutem in omnipotente 


Salvatore. Relacione didicimus fide digna, quod non- 


nulli dicti noſtri Collegii Socii Magiſfri Artium, qui li- 
cet formam lecturæ in artium facultate in Univerſitate 
Oxoniæ ſtatutam ac etiam requiſitam compleverint, nec 
non per unum annum ultra formam eandem in facultate 
prædicta lecturam continuaverint, ipſi tamen contra or- 
dinaciones noſtras & ſtatuta per nos edita & debite pro- 
mulgata, nec non eiſdem a multis retroactis temporibus 
ſæpius divulgata, lecturæ hujuſmodi continuo inten- 
dentes ad facultatem theologiz ſeu aſtronomiz juxta or- 
dinaciones & ſtatuta noſtra prædicta ſe convertere hac- 
tenus non curarunt, quodque ipſi & alii ſocii nonnulli 
noſtri Collegii memorati per vicos & plateas infra Uni- 
verſitatem publice incedentes chimeris vel tabardis ſupe- 
rius minime induuntur contra ordinaciones & ſtatuta 
ſuperius memorata: Cum igitur ſic noſtre intencionis 
exiſtat, quod Magiſtri Artium dicti noſtri Collegii, com- 
pletis forma & anno prædictis, ad theologiæ ſeu aſtro- 
nomie facultatem illico ſe convertant, quodque ipſi & 
ali ſocii quicumque noſtri Collegii ſupradicti cum extra 
dictum noſtrum Collegium infra Univerſitatem pradic- 
tam & etiam per ſpacium miliaris circumquaque Uni- 
verſitatem eandem inceſſerint, capis, chimeris, vel tabar- 
dis longis & talaribus prout ipſorum gradubus & ſtatu- 
bus congruit & non aliis veſtibus ſuperius induantur : 
Vobis committimus & mandamus, quatenus ſtatim viſis 
præſentibus abſque more diſpendio Magiſtros Artium 
quoſcumque noſtri Collegii ſupradicti, qui formam & 
annum de quibus premittitur compleverint, moneatis & 
efficaciter inducatis, quatenus a leftura & regimine in 
artium facultate ſtatim ſine mora ceſſent omnino, & ad 
theologiæ ſeu aſtronomiæ facultatem abſque moræ diſ- 
pendio effectualiter ſe convertant, & ſtudeant ac profi- 
ciaut efficaciter in eadem; & quod ipſi & cæteri quicum- 
que ſocii ſupraditi cum extra dictum noſtrum Collegi- 
um infra Univerſitatem & ſpacium ſupradictum inceſſe- 
rint chimeris capis vel longis tabardis prout cis congru- 
it uperius induantur, niſi neceſſitate cogente aliud fue- 
rit faciendum, juxta ordinaciones & ſtatuta A 

ICTA, 
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difta, Contradiftores vero & rebelles, aut monlelg« 
nibus veſtris hujuſmodi \ verius (no/ri1) eſfectus 
liter non parentes, a difto noſtro Collegio perpetuo 
expellatis. Certificantes nos infra — dlerum ſpa- 
clum a tempore — 1 reſentium quid invener 
& feceritls in premiſſis. Dat. in manerlo noſtro de 
$uthwerk vigeſimo die Mall, Anno Domlnl Milleſimo 
Trecenteſimo Octageſimo Sexto, et noſtre Conſ. De» 
elmo Nono. 


N* X. 
E Regiſtro Wykeham. Part. tert. b. fol. 88, 


Littera ut ydonel Scolares ellgantur in Coll, Oxon, & 
Wynton, abſque partlalltate aliqua, 


ALUTEM cum benedictione Dei atque noſtra, 
Cariſſimi, mittimus ad vos Johannem Everad & 
Johannem Compton pauperes Clericulos de Capella nof- 
tra ut in Collegium noſtrum Wynton, admittantur; 


Volumus igitur ut cum ipſi ad vos venerint ex hac 


cauſa in dictum noſtrum Collegium recipiatis eoſdem. 
Vobis preterea injungentes quatenus in eleccionibus a+ 
pud Coll. noſtrum Wynt, jam proxime faciendis primo 
videlicet de Scholaribus ipſius noſtri Coll. Wynt. ad 
Coll. noſtrum Oxon. aſſumendis, ac deinde de Scolari- 
bus aliis loco ipſorum in dictum noſtrum Coll. Wynt. 
eligendis taliter procedatis ut abſque prece aut pre- 
cio favore vel amore ſen partialitate quacumque, per 
vos tales præcipue in dictum noſtrum Coll. Oxon, eli- 
gantur qui in grammatica bene & ſufficienter fuerint eru- 
diti, vitaque & moribus merito commendandi, & quos 
ſperaveritis in veſtris conſcientiis plus poſſe proficere & 
debere in Collegio noſtro Oxon. ſupradicto, Quodque 
in præfatum Coll, noſtram Wynt. habiles & magis 
ydoneos eligatis de locis in noſtris Statutis fimitatis. 
Ita tamen quod quatuor de paroch. de Broghton, & 


totidem de paroch, de Downton, ſi habiles & ydonel 


reperiantur, in dicta electione c#teris preferantur. 
8 Hoc 
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Hoc inſuper proviſo, quod Scolares hujuſmodi in die- 
tum noſtrum Coll, Wynt, aſſumendi in lectura & plano 
cantu ac in antiquo donato inſtruti competenter exlſ- 
tant, etatiſque ſu annum duodecimum non excedant 
niſi tallter in grammatica prius fuerint Informat], quod 
ante dechmum nonum etatis ſuz annum in ipſa potu- 
erlnt ſuffielenter expedirl, Statutls noſtris elecclonem 
diftorum Scolarlum Oxon, & Wynton, concernentibus 
jn omnibus ſemper ſalvls, ſuper quibus omnibus ipſas 
veſtras conſclentlas apud Altiſſimum dlſtrlétlus onera- 
mus. Volentes preterea & ordinantes quod Scolares 
diti noſtr] Coll. Wynton, ſingulis diebus domlnicis & 
feltivis ad eccleſiam parochialem Sancti Johannls ſuper 
montem accedant, quamdiu in dicta paroch, ipſos 
morari contigerit, ibidemque ad veſperas completor, 
matutinas & alias horas atque miſſas de dle legenda & 
plallenda cum nota & cantu more eccleſiaſtico legant 
_ pſallant devocius ſicut decet, quodque nullus hu- 
juſmodi Scolarium a præmiſſis ſe abſentet niſi ex cauſa 
legitima per ipſorum Magiſtrum ſen ejus Locumte- 
nentem approbanda fuerit impeditus ſub pœna priva- 
tionis communarum ſuarum per quindecim dies diem quo 
ſe abſque cauſa hujuſmodi legitima ſe abſentaverit im- 
mediate ſequentes. Volumus inſuper & vos, Magiltri 
Nicholae, Thoma Cranlegh, & Johannes de Ketone, at- 
tente rogamus quatenus Magiſtro Johanni de Melton 
dictorum Scolarium Magiſtro informatori & Johanni 


Seward ejus Viceſgerenti firmiter injungatis ut ipſi hec 


omnia proxime ſuperius recitata a dictis Scolaribus 
noſtri Coll. Wynt. de cætero realiter & debite faciant 
obſervari ſub debito eorum juramenti nobis præſtiti 
ab eiſdem. Valete feliciter in Filio Virginis glorioſæ. 
__ apud Esſhere octavo die menſis Aprilis. Dilecto 
conſanguineo noſtro Magiſtro Nicholao Wykeham Cuſ- 
todi Coll. noſtri Oxon, & Magiſtris Thomæ Cranlegh 
Sacre Paginæ Profeſſori, Domino Johanni Ketone, ac 
Johangi Melton. 


Ne xl. 
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Sm A P P E N D. X. 
Ne XI, 


E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. fol. 1 _ 3 


Intimacio reſignacionis Thomæ Cranlegh, & quod 
Socii & Scolares procedant ad elecionem noyi 
Cuſtodis, | | 


ILHELMUS de Wykeham permiſſione di. 
vina Wynton, Epiſcopus Coll. Beate Marie 
Wynton. in Oxon. Seinte Marie 9 of Wyncheſtre 
in Oxenford, vulgarit. nuncupat. Fundator & Patronus, 
Dilectis in Chriſto Filiis Sociis & Scolaribus ejuſdem 
Coll. univerſis Salutem in eo qui eſt omnium vera Salus. 
Vobis præſentibus noſtris literis intimamus, quod Ma- 
giſter Thomas Cranlegh nuper Cuſtos dicti Coll. noſtri, 
decimo quinto die præſentis menſis Febr. coram nobis 
in manerio noſtro de Waltham noſtræ dioc. officio 
cuſtodiæ Coll. ſupradicti ceſſit & voluntarie renuncia- 
vit, eo quod in obſequiis Domini noſtri Regis ipſum in- 
ſiſtere neceſſario oportebit: cujus ceſſionem ex cauſa 
prædicta admiſimus tunc ibidem. Ne igitur vacacio 
diutina dicti noſtri Coll. vobis in perſonis & rebus ſit 
r diſpendium allatura, & ut præfatum noſtrum 
oll. ſub boni Cuſtodis regimine protegatur a noxils, 
ac pacis & caritatis affluat ubertate, Nos qui pro vobis 
intenta ſollicitudine vigilamus, quos etiam tanquam f- 
lios cariſſimos in vinculo dilectionis paternæ proſequl- 
mur, “ tanta mente univerſitatem veſtram & devotionem 
monemus, & per viſcera miſericordiz Dei noſtri ac pet 
aſpercionem ſui precioſi ſanguinis, animarumque vel- 
trarum ſalutem, nec non ſub divini obteſtaclone judlel 
obſecramur & in Domino exhortamur, ut in eleclone 
veſtri futuri Cuſtodis ſolum Deum ac communem Col. 
legii pradi&ti utilitatem habentes pra oculls, omnl ptl- 
vate affectlonls & ſingularitatis vitio depoſito, & qul- 
buſlibet paccionibus, convenclonlbus, promlſſionlbus, 
obligationibus, juramentls & conventiculis illicitis, nec 
non condidti & intendimentl contemplaclone ceſſantl- 


® Legendum te, ut In milibus locls in eodem Regiſtro, 
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bus & omnino ſemotis, vos in vinculo pacis car itatis & 
concordiæ colligenttes, cum omni ſollicitudine matu- 
ritate & deliberacione, juxta noſtrorum Statutorum ex- 
igenciam & tenorem, virum providum & diſcretum, li- 
terarum ſcientia moribus & vlrtuoſis actibus merito 
commendandum, in fpirituafibus & temporalibus plu- 
rimum cireumfpectum, talem viz. quem ſecundum De- 
um & veſtras conſelentias juſtas vacanti Coll. antedicto 
utiliorem & magis ydoneum eſſe credideritis, in Cuſto- 
dem veſtrum puris & liberis mentibus abſque moræ 
diſpendio eligere ſtudeatis, qui vobis plus prodeſſe cu- 
piat, quam præeſſe; ut per ejus vigilauciam ſollicitam 
probitatem & gudbernacionem bonam, dictum Coll, 
noſtrum ad Det honorem ac Cleri augmentum proſ- 
pere dirigi & votivis valeat commodis honorari; in præ- 
miſſis taliter vos habentes, ut verus ſcrutator cordium 
quem nichil latere poterit ex factis & geſtis veſtris in 
bac parte merito contentetur. Dat. in manerio noſtro 
de Suth- Waltham vigeſimo ſexto die menſis Febr. An- 
no Domini Milleſimo Tiecedteſuno Nonageſimo Quinto, 
& noſtræ Conf, Anno Vigeſimo nono, 


N* XII. 


Ex Originali in Archivis Regiſtrarii Archidiaconatus 
. Winton, 


DECRETUM Domini Winton. Epiſcopi quoad 
Reſignationes tempore Superviſionis non admittendas, 


UM multe queMiones & controverſim ortæ fuerint 
de tempore Superviſionis & Serutlall in tertla 
Rubrica ſpeelflcato, a quo momento, hora, & articulo 
temporls, aut actlone, Idem debeat & poſſit Incipere ad 
efeftum, ut poſt talem Inceptlogzem Scholares in Indentu- 
1s ann] præcedentis nominutl nullatenus vigore earun- 
dem in Coll, Winton. admittantur, vel tranſmlttantur ad 
Coll. Winton, In Oxon. Idcirco Dominus 5 
Winton, facta & privy legitima Intimatione per Cuſto- 
dem & duos Soclos — legitime electos — 

em 
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dem Collegii in Oxon. Statutiſque Superviſionem con- 
cernentibus, una cum variis ambiguitatibus & incom- 
modis propter incertitudinem inceptionis prædictæ, ei. 
dem domino Epiſcopo oſtenſis & declaratis, declaravit, 
hunc eſſe verum, germanum, & literalem ſenſum verbo- 
rum & clauſulæ præfatorum; quod tempus ſuperviſio- 
nis & {crutinii in dicta Rubric. mentionati tum demum 
debet incipere, atque adeo ad omnes effectus incipere 
cenſendum eſt, ubi primum advenerit, illuxeritque ille 
dies, qui in literis certificatoriis in dicta Rubr. ſpeci- 
ficatis, & ad Cuſtodem Winton. miſſis, & per eundem 
in valvis eccleſiz ſecundum tenorem Statuti prefixis, 
continetur, & deſignatur; ita quod neque toto illo die, 
neque poſtea aliquis, in indenturis iiſdem, ſcilicet anni 
precedentis, nominatus & deſcriptus, vigore & virtute 
earundem aliquod jus vel beneficium ſit conſecuturus, 
nimirum ut admittatur in Coll. Winton. vel ad alterum 
Coll. tranſmittatur ullo modo. Et ulterius cum ſalu- 
berrimo hujus regni Statuto ſancitum ſit, ne quis lo- 
cum habens in Collegils, eundem lucri vel commodl all- 
cuſus gratia reſiguet quovis modo, atque contra hoc p 
ſum Statutum multipliciter peccart & delinqui poſſe fit 
vere-{imillimum in grave ſeandalum Collegiorum dlcto- 
rum, ft reſignationes dlétorum Scholarlum loca haben⸗ 
um in Collegils Winton, & Oxon. tempore ſuperyl- 
fonls & ſerutiiil predifte acclplantur & admlttantur, 
& cum etlam ejulmod! refignatlones nullo Statuto dle- 
torum Colleglorum approbentur, Idelreo Dominus E⸗ 
pra Winton, cuplens & affeftans tam gravi ſcanda» 
o occurrere tempeſtive, legitime Interpellatus, decreyſt 
& declaravit, quad nulla reſignatlo quam dlétorum Col- 
leglorum Scholares tempore fr erviſionis ſic ſuperlus de- 
clarato ſerlbent, conticlent, offerent, tradent, vel ſeribl, 
confici, offerri, vel tradi facient, aut conſentient, ullo 
modo in eo iplo tempore ſuperviſionis prædictæ acci- 
piatur, approbetur, + vet admittatur, ulla judicetur per 
Cuſtodes aut Vicecuſtodes dictorum Collegiorum, aut 
alios quoſcunque jus habentes admittendi probandique 
reſignationes præfatas. Et ſi aliqua perſonarum præfa- 


+ Lege, admittatur, vel 
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tarum contra hujuſmodi decretum & declarationem 
contra-venerit, eundem videri committere & peccare in 
grave prædictorum Collegiorum ſcandalum, & omnem 
talem admiſſionem, approbationem, & acceptionem, in 
& de omni præfato medio ſuperviſionis tempore factam 
aut confirmatam, pro gravi in Collegia prædicta ſcan- 
dalo haberi & judicari. Quibus omnibus decretis 
ſanctionibuſque & juſtiſſimis declarationibus dicti Do- 
mini Epiſcopi Winton. Cuſtodes utriuſque Collegii una 
cum reliquis electoribus unanimi conſenſu aſſenſerunt. 
Ei præterea præfati Cuſtodes, ut manifeſtius & abun- 
dantius oſtenderent quam pernicioſa ipſis videretur hu- 
juſmodi reſignationum conſuetudo, ſponte ſua affirma- 
runt, & in ſe reciperunt, ne poſthac unquam ullam re- 
ſignationem Scholarium ipſis ſubditorum admittant, vel 
effectualiter accipiat eorum alter, per ſeptem integras 
ſeptimanas ante tempus ſuperviſionis prædictæ quotan- 
nis celebrande : quam eorum honeſtiſſimam promiſſi- 
onem dictus Dominus Epiſcopus ratificavit, [& ] Cuſto- 
(ibus & Vicecuſtodibus injungens ecorundem Colleglo- 
rum pro tempore exiſtentibus, ne Ipſi ejuſmodl reſigna- 
tones Infra tompus preeditum ſeptem ſeptimanarum 
almittant, niſi vellnt pro manlfeſtls contemptorlbus or- 
Ans falubriter — & corruptele perdltiſllme 
lavtoribus, & gravis ſeandall procuratorlbus Judlearl. 


THOMAs WINTON, 
Martyn Culpeper Cuſtos, Tho. Hllſon Cuſtos. 
E.dwarde Burley, Johan, Boles, 
Henry Marten, Johannes Harmar, 


Subſcripta erat hæc ſcedula decreti & declarationis Re- 
verendi in Chriſto Patris Domini Thome Winton, 
Epiſcopi, per eundem Dominum Epiſcopum in ma- 
nerio ſuo de Waltham Epiſcopi, 24 prædictos 
Cuſtodes utriuſque Collegii cum reliquis electoribus 

infra Collegium Winton. Viceſimo Septimo die Au- 
guſti Anno Domini Milleſimo Quingenteſimo Nona- 
geſimo Secundo. 

Teſte 
Edwardo Cole Notario publico. 
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Ne XIII. 0 
E Veteri Regiſtro Coll. Winton. 


M EMORAN DVU M quod primus adventus Se- 
reniſſimi Principis Henrici Sexti ad iftud Colle. 
gium fuit penultimo die Menſis Julii, videlicet die dab. 

ati Anno Domini Milleſimo dringenteſimo Qua- 
drageſimo, & Anno ejuſdem Domini Regis Decimo No- 
no, quo die interfuit primis Veſperis, & in craſtino 
Miſſe & ſecundis Vefperis ; & obtullt xlll s, jd, 

IrzM Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringenteſimo 
Quadrageſimo Quarto in feſto Sancte Cecille Virglaly 
idem Chrliſtlaniſſimus Rex Henricus Sextus Interfult In 
hoc Colleglo utriſque Veſperls atque Mlſſe, in qua pre- 
ter oblacionem ſuam cotlidlanam obtullt centum nobllla 
ad ornamentum ſummi altaris ibidem, contulltque noti- 
bilem aurl ſummam Scolartbus & Choriſtis in eodem, 
videlicet vj li, xilj s. iti) d. qui inſuper ex habundancla 
affluentiſſime gratie ſue privilegia libertates & franche- 
ſias ejuſdem Collegii confirmavit & ampllavlt; quare 
dignum eſt nt ejus in eodem perhennis memoria jugiter 
habeatur, Et obtulit xlij s. ith d. 

IrEu idem Chriſtianiſſimus Rex Anno Domini Mil- 
leſimo Quadringenteſimo Quadrageſimo Quinto, & an- 
no regni ejuſdem Regis Viceſimo Quarto, interfuit 
die dominica, videlicet in feſto Sancti Cuthberti in menſe 
Septembri, in hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis atque 
Mille, quo die ex gratia ſua dedit Collegio opti- 
mam Robam ſuam una excepta furrat. cum furrura 
de Sables, ad Dei laudem & honorem beatiſſime 
Marie Virginis. Et obtulit xiij s. ilij d. 

Irzu idem illuſtriſſimus Princeps Anno Domini 
Mille mo Quadringenteſimo Quadrageſimo Sexto, & 
anno regni ejudem Regis Viceſimo Quinto, in feſto 
Sancti Johannis de Beverlaco, videlicet ſeptimo die 
Maii contingente in dominica, interfuit utriſque Veſpe- 
ris atque Mille in hoc Collegio, quo die ſimiliter ex 
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qracia ſua dedit Collegio vj 1, xiij s. iijj d. Et obtulit eo- 


dem tempore ad vices xiij s. iiij d. 

ITEM idem illuſtriſſimus Princeps Anno Domini 
Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo Quadrageſimo Octavo & 
Anno regni ejuſdem Regis Viceſimo Septimo, in feſto 
Santi Wolſtani Epiſcopi, interfuit in hoc Collegio u- 
triſque Veſperis die dominica, fed non Miſſe, quia ex- 
hibuit preſenciam ſuam in eccleſia Sandi Swythuni in 
miſſa propter intronizacionem reverendi Patris & Domi- 
ni Domini Wilhelmi Wayneflete Epiſcopi Wynton, 
nuper magiſtri informatoris Scolarium hujus Collegii, 
In craſtino vero in dle lune in feſto ſanctorum Fablani 
& Sebaſtiani martyr, idem metuendlſſimus Dominus in- 
terfult alte Miſſe preditorum Sanctorum in hoc Colle- 
gio, quo die dedit hule Colleglo unum calleem de au- 
o, & x lib. In auro pro uno parl flolarum ordinand, 
de eodem auro z & ultra ex ſua magna gracia dedlit 
Ii s. lilj d. pro una pletancla habenda inter Soclos & 
Scolares In feſto purificationis beate Marie extunc pro- 
Almo ſequente, Et obtulit xilj 8. i1jj d. eats 

IrEu Anno Domini eſimo Quadringenteſimo 
Quadrageſimo Nono, & Anno regni ejuſdem Regis 
Henrici Sexti Viceſimo Septimo, videlicet decimo ſexto 
die menſis Junii in parliamento ejuſdem Regis tento 
hic apud Winton, cum prorogatione dierum uſque ad 
decimum ſextum diem menſis Julii incluſive, interfuit 
idem excellentiſſimus Princeps in hoc Collegio in feſto 
Sancti Albani martyris die dominica contingente utriſ- 
que Veſperis & Miſſe. Et obtulit xilj s. ilij d. 

ITEM alia vice eodem tempore in feſto Johannis 
Baptiſtæ interfuit idem metuendiſſimus Dominus Rex 
in hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis & Miſſe, Reverendo 
Patre & Domino Domino Wilhelmo Waynflete Epiſco- 
po Wynton, totum officium illius diei devotiſſime exe- 
quente. Et obtulit vj s. viij d. 

IrEM alia vice eodem tempore in feſto apoſtolorum 
Petri & Pauli interfuit idem Chriſtianiſſimus Rex in 
hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis & Matutinis die domi- 
nico, ſed non Miſſe; quia exhibuit preſenciam ſuam in 
eccleſia cathedrali * Swythuni in Miſty * 
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diel ſollempultatem lbldem, qula feſtum ſoel j Reyereg⸗ 
do Patre Magiſtre Thema my op Epiloops Ha: 
then. & Wellenf, tetum offielum Aus dlel In hee Cal: 
legio ſollempult, exequente, & totum Collegium Ipfy 
die lautiffime convivante. 

ITEM alla vice eedem tempore In Oftabis apoſtale: 
rum Petri & Paull in deminſea prediftus ferenifimuy 
Rex interfult in hoe Collegle Veſperls ipſins felti & 
Miſſe; primis' Veſperis vero & ſecundls Matutinls & 
Miſſe in feſta Tranſlacionis 8anfti Thome Martyris in 
craſtino A conſimiliter interfuit, totum- offi- 
cium illius diet Venerabili Patre Epiſcopo Wynton, ex- 
equente, Miſſam vero illius diei celebravit in hoc Col. 
legio Reverendiſſimus Pater & Dominus Dominus Jo- 
hannes Stafford Cantuar. Archlepiſcopus, totius Anglio 
Primas, apoſtolice ſedis Legatus, & tunc Anglie Cancel- 
larius, aſſiſtentibus eidem venerabilibus in Chriſto Pa- 
tribus Wilhelmo Wynton, Epiſcopo, Wilhelmo Af- 
kewe Sareſburienſ, Epiſcopo, Adam Moleynes Cicel- 
tren. Epiſcopo tunc Cuſtode privati ſigilli Domini Re- 
gis, cum allis notabilibus perſonis, videlicet Clerico 
Rotulorum, Clerico Parliamenti, & Clerico Hamperll, 
& multis aliis ; quo die idem Pater Epiſcopus & Me- 
tropolitanus dedit Scolaribus pro refectione xls. Et 
obtulit xiij s. ij d. 

ITEM idem Dominus noſter Rex alla vice in feſto 
Reliquiar, videlicet decimo tertio die menſis Julii inter- 
fuit in hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis Matutinis & 
Miſſe, Reverendo Patre Domino Epiſcopo Wynton of- 
ficium illius diei exequente. Et obtulit vj s. viij d. 

ITEM idem Chriſtianiſſimus Rex ultimo die Parlia- 
menti, videlicet decimo ſexto die menſis Julii, inter- 
fuit in hoc Collegio Miſſe beatiſſime Marie Virginis, 
& obtulit vj s. viij d. Poſt ditam vero Miſſam obtulit 
Deo beate Marie & ſummo altari unum tabernaculum 
de auro. 

ITEM alia vice idem Dominus noſter Rex interfuit 
divinis officiis, videlicet Veſperis Proceſſioni & Miſe, 
in hoc Collegio, dominica in Ramis Palmarum, eodem 
die Magiſtro J homa Chaundeler Cuſtode iſtius — 
eg 
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geg poſt nonam coram eodem Domino Rege & populo 
ſermonem faelente, Kt optullt all 8: Md, Kt ultra ex 
ſia magna gracla dedlt ſumme altarl diftt Collegil In 
allf0 L 5 8 felum iſtlus qlel exequente Cuſtode If- 
ius Collegit, 

u Idem Dominus nofter chriftianifMimus Rex ul⸗ 
ima viee fult in hoe Collegia in feſta Tranſlacionls 
ganctt 8wythuni in utrifque Veſperis ejuſdem ganctl, 
{ed non in Miſſa, quia exhibuit preſenclam ſuam in ec- 
cleſia $an&ti 8wythuni, Et obtulit dem Rex vj s. vii d. 


N* XIV, 
E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. fol. 166. 


Executio cujuſdam Brevis Regii de Juramento. 


ILHELMUS permiſſione divina Wynto- 
nien, Epiſcopus Dilectis in Chriſto fillis Priori 
Eccleſie noſtre Cathedralis Wynton. Abbati Monaſterii 
de Hyda noſtre dioc, ac Magiſtro Johanni Elmer Offic, 
noſtro Wynton, Salutem Gratiam & Benedittionem, 
Breve Domini noſtri Regis cum quodam tranſcripto dic- 
to brevi intercluſo recepimus in hec verba, Ricardus 
Dei gratia Rex Angliz & Franciæ & Dominus Hiber- 
nix Venerabili in Chriſto Patri W. eadem gratia Epi- 
ſcopo Wynton. Salutem. Cum Drugo Barentyn Major 
Civitatis noſtræ London. ac Aldermanni & Cives, nec 
non ceteri Communes ejuſdem Civitatis ad omnia & 
ſingula ſtatuta ordinaciones & ſtabilimenta in ultimo 
Parliamento noſtro apud Weſtm. tento & uſque Salop. 
adjornato edita ordinata & ſtabilita, una cum omnibus 
judiciis & ordinacionibus apud Coventr. virtute & auc- 
toritate ejuſdem Parliamenti redditis editis atque factis, 
ac cum omnibus dependenciis & omnibus allis que 
inde ſequi poſſunt pro ſe & ſucceſſoribus ſuis ſingulari- 
ter & generaliter bene & fideliter obſervand. in perpe- 
tuum ſacramenta ſuper ſancta Dei Evangelia preſtite- 
rint corporalia, & pro majori ſecuritate ac veritatis prœ- 
miſſorum teſtimonio ad quandam cedulam formam ſacra» 
b 4 | mentl 
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ment prodleti cantinentem, cuſus tranſriptum vob 
mittimys prefentibus Intercluſum, Why 4 appaſy- 
erintz Nos conſimilla ſacraments uritatem ge 
walverſis & ſingulis Ligels nollris regnl noffrl Anglia 
de ſtatu reputatls habere volentes vobls mandaymius, 
quod ftatim viſis ren ac lnſpeéte tranſcripts 
Prœdléto omnes & ſingulos Abbates Priares Decaney & 


i 


| Archidlaconas de dlae, veſtra ac allas perſonas eccleſi» 


aſtleas e)uſdem dlec. coram vobls ad certes dles & loca 
quos ad hoe provideritls, Infra eandem dlae. eum omal 
celerltate & feſtinaclene qua poterltls venlre fac, & 
ſacramenta hujuſmodl ab elſdem Abbatibus Prioribus 
Decanls & Archidiaconls ac allls prædlétls, quad Ipſi & 
ſucceſſores ſul præmiſſa modo & forma qulbus in difta 
tranſcripto fit mencig conformiter pro parte ſug abſer- 
vabunt, recipiatis, & ejuſdem ſacramenti formam in ce- 
dulam conſimilem redigatis, præfatoſque Abbates Prla- 
res Decanos Archidiaconos & alias perſonas prædictas 
eandem cedulam ſigillis ſuis conſignare fac. & cedylam 
illam cum fic conſignata fuerit una cum certificacione 
tocius facti veſtri in hac parte nobis in cancellar. noſ- 
trum ſub ſigillo veſtro diſtinfte & apte fine dilacione 
mittatis, & hoc Breve. T. meipſo apud Weſtm. octavo 
ſtie Februar. Anno regni noſtri Viceſimo Secundo. 
Tenor quidem tranſcripti de quo præfatur talis eſt. 
A tres excellente mageſte de notre tres redoute & tres 
ſquverain Seigneur le Roy Richard puis le Conqueſt 
Seconde Nous voz humblez & loyalx lieges des corps 
& des cuers de votre citée de Londres avons & chel+ 
cun de nous ad tres bien entenduz coment vos lieges 
de votre roialme pour la greindre parti ont i come 4 
eux apartlent à toute obeiſſaunce & humilitce jure pro- 
mys & reconuz ſout leur faitz ſeallez de ſeveralment & 
— , toutz les eſtatutz ordinances & eſta- 

Uſſementz faltz ordelgnez & eſtabllz en votre honura- 
ble Parlement darrein tenuz à Weſtm, continuez d 8a 


lopblrs oue toutz les Jugementz & ordeinances, faltz & 
renduz à Coventr, par virtue & auCtorite du dlt Parle- 
ment ſi come en lour ſubmiſſions obelfſhnces promeſſes 
& reconlſances eſt aſles clerement contenun z fur quoy 

now 
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nous voz ſuſdlu humhbles lieges gi à votre treg excel» 
lente mageſts rolale valons & yorrons A touts Jours falrg 
lolalment de tregtoutz nas poalrs tout ag ycelle 
mageſts purrs en afcune manlere falre pleſance let dit 
eſtatutsz ordelnances & eftabliſſoments que les depen» 
dences & quang ent purra fulr pour naus & pour noz 
helrs & ſucceſſours devrons & devons ſumez tenus & 
ſerrons * & vouldrens tenle & eſtre tenus pour 
toutz Jours ſanz Jammes venly ne falre ne ſuffrer eſtre 
falt par aſeune perſonne de quelle condlelon ou eſtat ql 
ſoit aſcunement alencontre en nulle guiſe & fi aſcun y 
ſolt q Dieu defende qattempte face attempter ou velulle 
attempter ou faire au contralre en tout ou en partle 
nous les ferrons & cheſcun de nous le ferra impedier 
deſtourbler & empeſcher oue toutz noz corps & blens 
pour vivre & pour morir & de tout ceo q: jmpedier ne 
deſtourbier ne purrons le ferrons ſanz delay aſcun noti- 
fier & atreteiner à votre dicte mageſté Rolale, Et à 
ceo fermement & loialment tenir pour nous & pour noz 
heirs & ſucceſſours a toutz jours nous Dreu Barentyn 
mair aldermans citezeins & communes de votre dite ci- 
tee promettons & jurons ſur les ſeintz Eyangelies & 
cheſcun de nous promette fait foy & jure & pour 
greindre ſeurté a iceſtes preſentz lettres mettons noz 
ſeals en teſmoignance de noz faitz & de la verité. 
Done, Cc. Nos igitur allis dicti Domini noſtri Regis 
variis & arduis præpediti negatiis dictum breve quovis 
modo perſonaliter exequi non valentes ad venire faci- 
end. omnes & ſingulos Abbates Priores Decanos & Ar- 
chidlaconum ac alias perſonas eccleſiaſticas Archidlacona- 
tus Wynton, coram vobls ad certos dies & loca quos ad 
hoc providerltls Infra Archldlaconatum preeditum cum 
omnl celerlitate feſtinaclone qua poteritls & ſacramen« 
ta hujumodl ab elſdem Abbatlbus Prlorlbus Decanls & 
Archldlacono ac allls preedi&tls quod Ipſi & ſueceſſbres 
ſul præmlſſa modo & forma qulbus In difto tranſerlpto 
fit mencla conformlter pro parte ſua obſervabunt reel» 
plend. & ejuſdem ſacramentl formam In cedulam confl» 
milem redigend, præfatoſque Abbates Prlores Decanos 
Archldlaconum & allas perſonas prædletas ur 
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dulam ſigillis ſuis conſignare faciend, ceteraque omula 
& ſingula que in præmiſſis vel circa ea neceſſarla fue- 
rint vel quomodolibet opportuna exercend. expediend, 
& fideliter exequend, vobis de quorum fidelitate & 
circumſpectionis induſtria plenam in Domino obtinemus 
fiduciam committimus vices noſtras cum cujuſlibet co- 
hercionis canonice poteſtate: Vobis inſuper & cuilibet 
veſtrum in virtute obediencie firmiter injungendo man- 
damus quatinus hanc noſtram commiſſionem ſecundum 
omnem vim formam & effectum ſupradicti brevis exe- 
quamini indilate. Et cedulam illam de forma ſacra- 
menti prædicta cum ſic conſignata fuerit una cum cer- 
tificacione tocius facti veſtri in hac parte nobis infra u- 
num menſem a dat. præſencium continue numerand. 
ſub ſigillis veſtris diſtinte & apte ſine dilacione mitta- 
tis. Quod fi non omnes præſentem noſtram commiſ: 
ſionem potuerint exequi ut præfertur Volumus quod 
duo veſtrum ipſam nihilominus exequantur. In cujus 
rei teſtimonlum ſigillum noſtrum fecimus hijs apponl, 
Dat. in manerio noſtro de Esſher decimo quarto dle 
menſis Mall Anno Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo No- 
nageſimo Nono, & noſtre Conſ. Anno 'T'riceſimo 
Secundo. | | 
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E Regiſtro Wykeham, part, tert. b. fol. 164. 


ManpaTum ſuper moderatlone Statuti editl contra 
Proviſores, 


ILHELMUS permiſſione divina Wyntonlen, 

Eplſcopus Dllecto In Chriſto fillo Offic, Archl- 
dinconl noſtrl Winton, Salutem Graclam & Benedletlo- 
nem. Literas Reverend In Chriſto Patris & Domlyl 
Domlinl Robert] Del gratla Londonlen, Eplſcopl nup. 
receplmus In hee verba, Reverendo In Chriſto Patrl 
ae Domino Domino Wilhelma Del gracla Wintonlen, 
Epiſcopo Robertus permiſſione divina Londonlen, Epl- 
ſcopus balutem & fraternam in Domino caritatem, 
Literas Reverendiflimi in Chriſto Patris & Dominl — 
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mir Regen Dei gracia Cantuarlen. Archiepiſcopi to- 
cius Anglie Primatis & apoſtolice fedis legati nup. re- 
cepimus in hec verba, Rogerus permiſſione divina 
Cantuarlen. Archiepiſcopus tociug Anglie Primas & a- 
poſtolice ſedis Legatus Venerabili fratri noſtro Domi- 
no Roberto Dei gratia Londonien, Epiſcopo Salutem 
& fraternam in Domino caritatem. Breve regium una 
cum quadam cedula in eodem incluſa nup. recepimus 
ia hec verba: Ricardus Dei gracia Rex Angliz & 
Franciæ & Dominus Hiberniz Venerabili in Chriſto 
Patri R, eadem gratia Archiepiſcopo Cantuar, tocius 
Anglie Primati Salutem. Licet nuper quoddam Sta- 
tutum in Parliamento noſtro apud Weſtm, anno regni 
noſtri tertiodecimo tento contra Proviſores editum ob 
honorem Dei & ſancte Romane Eccleſie ac propter 
ræcipuam affeccionem quam erga Dominum Summum 
ontificem modernum obtinemus, contemplacione eci- 
am Venerabilis Patris P, Aquenſis Epiſcopi apoſtolice 
ſedis Nuncii quem co quod noſter eſt ligeus & ma- 
gis nobis acceptus ultra omnes alios pro hac mate» 
ria inantea proſequentes uberius proſperari affectamus 
aliqualiter modetari ac moderationem illam Stututo 
praedifto aut aliis in contrarlum ordinatis non obſtan- 
tibus fler! & tolerari a feſto concepcionis beate Marie 
ultimo preterito ad prox|mum Parliamentum noſtrum 
locum tenere & effetum ſortiri & gerere Volentes 
lormam & tenorem moderacionis & tolerancie predic» 
tarum Vobis miſerimus brevi noſtro Vobls inde nuper 
direQto intereluſos mandantes quod pro Inviolablli & 
inconcuſſa obſervaclone moderaclonls hujuſmodl per 
tanti temporls ſpaclum tolerande partes veſtras quate- 
nus ad { officlum veltrum attlnet paſtorale adhiberetis 
ſolleltas & diſcretas & ulterlus ceterly confratribus Ca» 
epilcopls & Suffraganels veſtrls Cant, provincle mo» 
(eraclonem preediftam per literas veſtras premiſſorum 
lerlem contlnentes In hae parte deblte conticlend, cum 
omnl celerltate qua commode potulſſeils Intimaretls et 
notificaretls ac tener! & obſervarl demanderetls ; Quls 


huſdam tamen certls de cauſis coram nobls per preta» 


wn Epiſcopum Aquenſem expolitis & declaratis nos 
intime 
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intime moventibus moderacionem & toleranciam hujuſ- 
modi Statuti uſque ad feſtum Paſche proxime futurum 
& ab inde uſque ad idem feſtum tune proxime ſequent 
locum tenere & in omnibus effectum ſortiri & gerere 
volumus, & ideo vobis mandamus. quod pro debita ob- 
ſervacione moderacionis hujuſmodi uſque ad dictum 
poſterius feſtum Paſche tolerande partes veſtras quate» 
nus ad officium veſtrum paſtorale noveritls pertinere 
adhibeatis ſolicitas & diſcretas, & ulterlus ceteris con- 
fratribus Coepiſcopis & Suffraganels veſtris Cantuar, 
Provincie 9 prædictam cujus tenorem vo. 
bis mittimus prœſentibus intercluſum per literas veſtras 
premiſſorum ſerlem continentes in hac parte deblte 
conficiend, cum omni celeritate qua commode pote- 
ritis intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & obſervart de. 
mandetis ; injungentes eiſdem ex parte noſtra quod fin- 
gull eorum hnjuſmodi moderacionem per literas ſuas 
ſub forma qua decet ſimiliter conficlend. alils prelatis 
& clero ſuarum dloc. publice intimari & notificarl ac 
teneri & ſervari fac, fub periculo quod incumbit priore 
mandato noſtro preedito non obſtante. T. meipſo apud 
Coventr, decimo ſexto die Januarii anno regul noſtri 
viceſimo ſecundo, Tenor vero cedule de qua præfer. 
tur ſequitur in hec verba, Quantum ad moderacio- 
nem contentorum ſub ſtatuto talis prout ſequitur eſt 
Domini noſtri Regis intencio quod ob honorem Del & 
ſancte Romane Eccleſie & propter præelpuam affecci- 
onem quam obtinet penes Dominum noſtrum Summum 
Pontificem modernum contemplacione eciam Reverendi 
Patris Domini Petri Dei gracia Aquenſis Epiſcopl apo- 
ſtolice ſedis Nuncil quem eo quod ſuus eſt ligeus & 
magis ſibl acceptus affectat ultra omnes alios pro hac 
materia Inantea proſequentes uberius proſperari non 
obſtante Natuto vel allis in contrarium ordinatis tolera- 
bitur uſque ad proximum Parliamentum prout inferlus 
eſt inſcriptum. In primis videlicet quantum ad digni- 
tates epiſcopales cum vacuerint expectato congruo 
tempore pro eleccionum in Curia repreſentaclone Sum- 
mus Pontifex provideat electo ſi Rex pro eo ſerlpſerlt 
vel alter! Domini noſtri Regis ligeo ſibi grato C 
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cepto. Item quantum ad proviſionem in Cathedra- 
libus & collegiatis eccleſiis providebit Summus Ponti- 
fex Cardinalibus vel aliis Anglicis de tribus de cetero 
vacaturis in ſingulis ecclefiis ſupradictis ſub hac forma 
quod poſt proviſionem unam auctoritate papall ha- 
beat Ordinarius fecundam & fic vlciſim quonſque per 
ſedem apoſtolicam facta ſit in tribus provlſio in reliquis 
autem vacaturis penes Ordinarlum remanebit col- 
laclo. Set tamen Dominis Cardinalibus non provi- 
debitur de dignitatibus eleQivis quibuſcunque nec 
principalibus in colleglatis vel aliquibus beneficils cu- 
ratis ſeu reſidenclam vel perſonale adminiſtracionis 
exercicium de jure vel conſuetudine requlrentibus: All- 
quibus tamen allenigenls niſi Cardinalibus infra _ 
nullatenus providebit. Item quantum ad provifiones 
de collaclonibus Ordinariorum vel allorum ſpiritualium 
patronorum extra eccleſias metropoliticas cathedrales 
& collegiatas Summus Pontifex de beneficiis de cetero 
vacaturis habeat proviſiones de primo vacaturo & Or- 
dinarius vel Patronus Spiritualis de ſecundo vacaturo 
& ſic flet vicifſim uſque ad finem Paſche prox, futur. 
& ab inde uſque ad idem feſtum tune proxime ſequens. 
Iſta tamen tolerancia quantum ad proviſiones per 
ſedem apoſtolicam faciend, in beneficiis poſt dat, præ - 
ſencium vacaturis tantummodo locum obtinebit titulis 
& poſſeſſione antea obtinencium in omnibus ſemper 
falvis. Quocirca vobis committimus & mandamus 
quatinus præmiſſa omnia & ſingula in dictis brevi & 
cedula content. in veſtris civitate & dioc, literis veſtris 
intimetis & notificerls ac moderaclonem in dicta cedula 
expreſſutam in perſona veſtra teneatis & obſervetis. 
Vobis etiam cx parte regia injungentes quod modera- 
cionem hujuſmodT a Prelatis & Clero dictarum veſtra- 
rum civitatis & dioc, teneri faciatis & eciam obſervari, 
feriemque & tenorem brevis & cedule pradift, de & 
fuper moderactone hujufmodi de qua præfertur unt- 
verſis & ſingulls confratribus Coepiſcopls & Suffraga ; 
neis noſtris noſtre Cantuarien, provincie per literas 
veſtras patentes præmiſſorum ſerlem continentes in hac 
parte conficiend, cum omni celeritace qua commode 
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tueritis eciam intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & ob- 
ervari demandetis. — 2 elſdem ex parte regla 
quod ſinguli eorum hujuſmodi moderacionem per li. 
teras ſuas ſub forma qua decet ſimiliter conficlend. allls 
Prelatis & Clero ſuarum clvltatum & dioc. publice in- 
tmari & notificari ac teneri & obſervari faciant prout 
& ſecundum quod tenores & effectus brevls & cedule 
prædictorum in ſe exigunt et requirunt, Dat. in ma- 
nerlo noſtro de Otteford decimo quarto die menſis Fe- 
bruarii Anno Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Nonage- 
ſimo Octavo & noſtre Conf, Anno Secundo, Quarum 
quidem literarum auCtoritate vobis omnia & {ingula 
in diétis literis contenta ſerlemque & tenorem brevis & 
cedule prodict, de & ſuper moderacione hujuſmodi de 
ua prefertur per has literas noſtras patentes premil- 
| anc ſeriem continentes cum ea qua decuit reverencia 
intimamus & notificamus ac per vos ſecundum formam 
& effeftum eorundem brevis & cedule teneri & obſer- 
vari mandamus injungentes vobis ex parte regia quod 
hujuſmodi moderacionem per literas veſtras ſub forma 
qua decet conficiend, Prelatis & Clero veſtrarum cl. 
vitat & dioc. publice nunciari & notificari ac tenerl & 
obſervari faciatis prout & ſecundum quod tenores & 
effectus brevis & cedule pradiftorum nec non literarum 
Reverendiſſimi Patris Domini Archlepiſcopi antedIQi In 
ſe exigunt & requirunt, Dat, ſub figillo noſtro in 
maneriv noſtro de Wykham dle viceſimo quarto menſ, 
Februar, Anno Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Nona» 
gelimo Oftavo & noſſre Conf, Anno Declmo Octavo. 
AuQuoritate igitur lizerarum prediftarum vobls com» 
mittimus & mandamus quatinus omnla & ſingula In 
diétis literis contenta ſerlemque & tenorem brevis & 
cedule predict, de & ſuper moderacione hujuſmodi 
Prelatiz & clero in noſtra Civitate & Archidiaconatu 
Wynton, conltitutis publice nuncietis & notificetis. la- 
juagentes vobis ex parte regia quod hujuſmodi mode» 
racionem in perſona veſtra teneatis & obſervetis ac eciam 
a Prelatis & Clero in dictis civitate & Archidiaconatu 
teneri & obſervari faciatis prout & ſecundum quod 
tenores 
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tepores & effectus brevis & cedule ac literarum pra- 
dictarum in ſe exigunt & requirunt. Dat. &c, 


N* XVI. 


rx Libro Evidentiarum Eccleſiz Cathedralls Winton. 
No I, Fol, 18, . 


De CANTARIA Wilhelmi Wykeham Epiſcopi Wynton» 


NIVERSIS Sante Matris Eccleſize fillls præ- 
ſentes literas inſpecturis, Thomas miſeratione 


& ejuſdem loci Conventus, Salutem in eo qui eſt om- 
num vera ſalus. Noverit Univerſitas veſtra quod cum 
Reverendus in Chriſto Pater & Dominus Dominus 
Wilhelmus de Wykeham Wynton, Epiſcopus noſtri 
Prioratus Patronus, divine remunerationis intuitu & 
pro ipſius anime ſalute, in noſtri Prioratus exoneratio- 
nem multimodam & perpetuum relevamen, quoddam 
corrodium ſive preſtationem annuam de domo Priora- 
tus eccleſie noſtre Sancti Swithuni Prioratui de Ha- 
mele in the Rys in Com, Sutht. valoris annul decem l- 
brarum & amplius primitus debit, 1 in & 
ad Cuſtodem Soclos & Scolares Col. beate Marlæ pro- 
pe civitatem Wynton, Seynte Marle College of Wyn- 
cheſtre vulgariter nuneupatl, & Ipſorum Collegium per 
venerabilem Patrem anteditum noviter fundatl, auCto- 
ritate apoſtolica & regia leglume & effeCtualiter tran(- 
lat, per eoſdem Cuſtodem Soclos & Scolares procura- 
verlt & fecerit nobls et ſueceſſorlbus noſtris remitil ac 
in perpetuum relaxarl ; Idemque Reverendus Pater 
quendam annuum redditum quadraginta quinque foli- 
dorum & quatuor denariorum de manerio de Weſt- 
meones, quod quondam fuit Philippi de Marmeon, 
al, dict. Attehalle, exeuntem Nobis & Prioratui noſ- 
tro dederit & conceſſerit pro perpetuo, ac etiam ſuam 
& noſtram eccleſiam Wynton. ipſius gravibus ſumptibus 
& expenſis decentiſſine & honeſtiſſime a fundamentis 
reparaverit ac etiam renovaverit, ac nobis & eccleſiæ 
prædict. 
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redift, ad Del laudem parlter & honorem veſfimente 
alla ornamenta quamplurlma ex ſum devottonly fer. 
vore contulerlt : Nos Igltur volentes Reverende Patel 
antedifto, per quem & euſus Interventu tanta beneficly 
adept! ſumus & favorablliter conſeeutl, grata vlelſſity. 
dine reſpondere, nonnullaque alla bena ſpleltualla & 
temporalla Nobls & Prloratul noſtro & eccleſſæ noſtra 
prædletæ a difto Reverendo Patre magnifice fact 
—_ & impenſa Ipſinfque favores multiplices es. 
us bonls ſpiritualibus & orationum ſuffraglis pro viri- 
bus compenſare, concedimus & bona fide promhtimys 
pro nobis & faeceſſoribns noſtris firmiter In animgs 
noftras prefato Reverendo Patri Domino Wilhelmo 
noſtro Epiſcopo pariter & Patrono, quod omnla ſequen - 
tia & ſabſcripta pro ſalute anime ſue ac progenitorum 
& benefatorum ejuſdem perpetuls futuris temporibus 
ſaclemus & obſervabimus, eaque ſic fieri & obſer- 
vari prout inferins continetur inviolabiliter faciemys, 
In primis vid, quod Reverendus Pater antediQus lu 
capella in qua ſuam elegit ſepulturam infra Eceleſiam 
Cath, ſupradictam in navi ejuſdem ex parte auſtrali 
ſituat. habebit tres monachos noſtri conventus tres 
miſſas pro eo & ſuis benefactoribus coridie ſpecialiter 
celebrantes, debebuntque exdem miſſæ modo quo ſe- 
quitur perpetualiter celebrari. Prima miſſa vid. tam 
in ſtate quam yeme ſummo mane, quæ erit de Sancti 
Marla: aliz vero duo miſſe die magis luceſcente de 
ſanQis aut de temporali ſecundum devotionem cele- 
brantium dicentur, hora tertia vid. five ſexta: quo 
rum quidem monachorum taliter ut prefertur cele · 
drantium pro eodem Reverendo Patre dum ſuperſtes 
fuerit unuſquiſque in qualibet ejus miſſa dicat hane 
colle&, Rege quæſumus, pro ipſius Reverendi Patris 
ſtatus incolumitate, ac orationem Deus cui proprium, 
pro animabus patris & matris & benefactorum Reve- 
rendi Patris Epiſcopi ſupradicti. Poſtquam vero idem 
Reverendus Pater ſubtractus fuerit ab hac luce loco 
collect. Rege quæſumus, de qua prefertur, dicetur pro 
eodem Reverendo Patre oratio Deus qui inter apo- 
ſtolicos, ſingulariter pro eodem. Quibus quidem 
monachis 
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monachls ſie ut profertur celebrantibys Prlar qul tu 
elt, & qui pro tempare erlt, ſingulls dlebys tres deng - 
xlos, vid, eulllbet eorum unum denanlum & uſu⸗ 
alls monetæ fideliter mlalſtrable, Sacriſta eam eccle- 


iz ſupradlctæ lavenlet elſdem tribus Err: 
ER 
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officla miſſ» neceſſarla vid. panem & v 
alen ee lumlaar 4 N Þ 1 
ue in hac parte ornaments alis requlſita, Concedlmus 
Boer pro nabls & Theceſſantbus ria quod puer 
elemoſinarlæ de elemoſina dlétl Prloratus noſtri vlven - 
tes quallbet nocte perpetuls futuris temporibus ad dle- 
tam capellam in qua corpus diéti Reverendi Patris cum 
in fata deceſſit diſponitur tumularl, cantabunt in hono- 
re beate Marla Vuginls Antiphonam Salve Regina, 
vel Ave Rigina, & conſequenter dicent Pſalmum de 
Profundis cum Oratiqne Fidelium, vel Inclina, pro 
animabus patris & matris diéti reverendi Patris, ac pro 
anima dit Patris cum ab hac luce ſubtractus fuerit, & 
animabus omnium fidelium defunctarum Pro præ- 
miſſis vero Nos Prior prædictus & ſycceſſores noſtri 
Priores qui pro tempore fuerint ſolvemus & ſolvent Ele- 
moſinario dictæ domus annuatim ad opus & utilitatem 
dictorum puerorum ſex ſolidos & octo denarios in feſto 
Annunciationis beatæ Marie Virginis in perpetuum. 
Volumus etiam & concedimus pro nobis & ſucceſſorihus 
noſtris in perpetuum, quod die Sabbgti cujuſlihet ſepti- 

manz futuræ monachi Prioratus noſtri in ardine ſacer- 
dotali conſtituti, ſani valentes & diſpoſiti ad celehran- 
dum, ordinentur & intitylentur in tabula ſeriatim ad 
celebrandum miſſas prædictas cotidie per ſeptimanam 
tunc ſequentem, & ſi cui de dictis monachis ſubita in- 
firmitas inter horam matutinarum & miſſæ hujuſmodi 
celebrand. vel prius acceſſerit, ſeu aliud impedimentum 
legitimum occurrerit, ita quod ſic ut præfertur cele- 
brare non poſſit, tunc de ipſa infirmitate ſeu impedi- 
mento, Priorem, Suppriarem vel tertium Priorem præ- 
muniet, ipſeque ſic premunitus alium ad celebrandum 
ut præfertur effectualiter ſubrogabit, miſſaque hujuſ- 
modi celebrabitur per eundem. Ad quæ omnia & ſin- 
Jula facienda implenda & fideliter obſervanda obli- 
c gamus 
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— nos ſucceſſores & Prloratum noſtros predifics 
omnla bona Prloratus noſtri prædlcti præfuto Vene · 
rabili Patri ac ipſius heredibus & executoribus ac 
diſtritioni & cohercionl cujuſcumque judicis noſtri ec. 
cleſiaſti vel etlam ſecularis, In quorum omnium teſti. 
monium _—_ noſtrum commune præſentibus appo- 


ſuimus, Dat. in domo noſtra capitulari Wynton. de- 
cimo ſexto die menſis Auguſti Anno Domini Milleſimo 
Quadringenteſimo Quarto, 


N* XVII, 


TESTAMENTUM 


W. WyYKEHAM Epiſcopi Wynton. 


E Regiſtro Arundel in Archivis Lamethanis, 
Part. I, Fol. 215—218, 


Collatum cum Exemplari in Veteri Regiſtro, Coll, 
Winton, 


N nomine & honore ſumme & individue Trinitatis 
Patris & Filii & Spiritus Santi, Amen, Qula 
omne quod fit in tempore, in tempore corrumpetur, & 
uodlibet mortale vivens paulatim dilabitur & deficit, 
onec venlat ad ultimum defectum, qui eſt mort j & 
neſclo quamdlu ſubſiſtam, & quando tollet me Factor 
meus, eo quod cunctls dlebus qulbus nunc mlllto ex 
pecto donec venlat Immutatlo mea hae medltatlone 
— & continua ſollleltus & pulſatus 9 
YKKHAM, Altiffimo permlttente, humllls Miniſter 
Eccleſia Cathedralls Wynton, licet Indignus, non po- 
nens ſpem meam in preſentls vite brevitate, que et 
vapor ad modicum parens & ſublto tranſiens, ſclens me 
de hac valle mliſerlw neceſſarlo receſſurum, ſed dlem & 
horam exltus mel Ignorans, ac cuplens mea noviſſims 
— rluſquam vadam ad eum qul me miſit, ad 
onorem Plaſmatorls mel & Domini Jeſu Chrl(tl Fill 
Del, & pro ſalute anlma mew, & pro remlſſlone omnl- 
um 


F 


um deliftorum & peccatorum meorum, Tx8TAMEN- 
TUM meum ſive ultimam voluntatem meam ſana mente 
& puro corde, condo, ordino, & facio in hunc modum. 

MPRIM1s lego & recommendo Animam meam omni- 
potenti Deo, Plaſmatori & Salvatori meo, qui eam cre- 
avit ex nichilo; humillimo corde Ipſius clementiam 
deprecans & requirens ut eam per debitum magne mi- 
ſericordiz ſuæ in ſocietate Electorum ſuorum collocare 
dignetur, 

Irzu lego Corpus meum, cum ab hac luce migra- 
vero, tradendum eccleſiaſticæ ſepulturæ in medio cujuſ- 
dam Capellæ in Navi dictze Eccleſiz ex parte auſtrall 
ejuſdem per me de novo conſtructæ. 

Dx Bonis autem meis, quæ michi contulit elementia 
Salvatoris, ſic diſpono, volo, ordino & lego, viz. Quod 
ultra & preter expenſas ad honorem & laudem Dei 
ratione funeris mel, Servi ſui, faciendas, quas committo 
diſpoſitioni, ordinationi, & diſcretioni Executorum & 
Amicorum meorum, omnia debita mea quæcunque 
quibuſcunque perſonis ex quacunque cauſa vel occaſio- 
ne ſint debita, plene & integre perſolvantur abſque 
difficultate, contradictlone, impedimento ſeu dilatione 
aliquall: et deinde Legata ſubſcripta Legatarils qui- 
buſcunque plene & integre perſolvantur : de quibus 
vero onero conſcientias Executorum meorum, quod 
Ipſi Executores mel omnla & ſingula ſubſerlpta, ſpecl- 

cata & legata, — bene, fideliter & lntegre, abſque 
defalcutlone, ſubſtractlone, ſen diminutlone quacunque | 
faclant & exequantur In omnibus, prout Ipſi Inde re- 
ſpondere voluerint coram ſummo Judice Domino meo 
ſola Chriſto, 

lTx&M lego, volo & ordino, quod In caſtro, manerlo, 
villa, ſeu loco allo quocunque In quo me morl contl- 
gerit, Executores mel donent & diſirlbuant paupe- 
ribus deblllorlbus & magls Indlgentibus perſonls de me 
in vita & epiſcopatu meo tenentibus Ibidem, & In omni 
loco per quem contlgerlt corpus meum deferrl uſque 
ad Kecleſiam meam Winton, ad orandum pro falute 
anlme mew culllbet Ipſurum pauperum tenentlum 


quatuor denarlos, & cull|bet altert, eleemoſynam pro 
6 amore 


— EEE: 


amore Del petenti, duos denarlos, vel unum denartum 
ad minus, juxta diſcretionem & ordinationem lpſarum 
Executorum meorum. 

ITzM volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mel 
donent & diſtribuant, dle ſepulturz corporls mel, cul- 
libet pauperl Indigenti venlentl apud Winton, & elee- 
moſynam pro amore Del & ſalute anime mem petent, 
quatuor denarlos. 

ITEM lego Ducentas Libras dividendas Inter pau 
priſonas “ in priſonis de Newgate Ih London, Mareſeal- 
ele Regis, Wolveſeye, Winton, Oxon, Berks, Gulde- 
forde, Veterls & Nove Sarum, pro amore Del, & pro 
ſalute anime mere, 

ITEM, Quia Deus decorem domus ſuæ & locum ha. 
bitationis ſue diligit, ad honorem & laudem lpſius Del, 
& Domlul noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, & ſane Marie matrly 
ſaw, Apoſtolorumque ejus Petri & Pauli, & Patrono- 
rum eccleſiæ met predifte, nee non Sanctorum Blrlnl, 
Swythunl, Edde & Ethelwoldi, quorum corpora & 
rellqulæ in difta continentur eccleſia z volo & ordito 
quod Executores mel corpus ſive medium eccleſiæ ſu- 
pradittz inter alas auſtralem & borealem, ab oſtlo oc- 
eldentall chori ejuſdem eccleſiz deorſum uſque ad fl. 
nem occidentalem ejuſdem eccleſiæ, in muris, fenefttis 
& valto, honeſte & honorifice, conformiter & decenter 
ſecundum exigentiam, formamque & modum novi ope- 
ris alarum preediftarum nunc incepti, nec non & eaſdem 
alas per Idem ſpatium in longitudine refici faclant, ac 
debite reparari uſque ad ſummam Duarum Milllum & 
Quingentarum Marcarum, fi tantum expend! aporteas 
in opere ſupradicto, pro completione & conſummatlone 
ejuſdem, juxta modum & formam ſuperlus limltat, 
Hijs tamen condltlonlbus ſervatis in preemiſſis, quod 
Prior & Conventus eccleſiæ ſupradifte Invenlant to- 
tum ſcaffaldum ad opus predictum neceſſarium, feu 
etlam opportunum z ac quod gratis & libere permit- 
tant & ſuſtineant calcem & zabulum de terris & quar- 
reris eorum, ac hominum & tenentium ſuorum, ubl 
melius ac utilius, pro celerlori ac feliciorl di&ti operis 
expeditione, Executores mei viderint expedire, ad hu. 


juſmodi 
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juſmodi novum opus ditte eccleſie, fodi, carlarl, & 
abducl per operarios; a me vel Executoribus mels ad 
hoc deputandoy, quouſque opus hujuſmodl fic ut pres 

ittitur. totallter compleatur ; ita etlam, quad lapides, 

umbum, ferramenta, meremlum, vitrum, & quecun» 
que alla materia veterls operis ejuſdem eccleſie integre 
cedat, remaneat, & convertatur In uſum, auxilium & 
utllltatem noyl operls ſupradletl. Volo etlam & or- 
dino quod diſpoſitio & ordinatlo hujuſmodi novl 
operis ant per Maglſtrum Wilhelmum Winford, & 
15 ſufficlentes, diſcretos, & In arte Illa approbatos, 
ab Executorlbus mels, fi oportuerlt, deputandos : ac 
quod Domlnus Simon Membury nunc dleti operls 
Superviſor nec non & Solutor, ſit etlam Solutor & 
Superviſor In futurum, durante opere ſupradifto, per 
ſuperviſum, teltlmonlum & contra-rotulationem fratris 
Johannis Wayte dictæ eccleſin mem Commonachi, 
nuncque ex parte ditorum Prlorls, & Conventus Con- 
tra-rotulatoris * ſupradicti, dum modo ſanus & in- 
columis fuerlt, & circa hoc labom are potuerlt : allo- 
quin ipſo deficiente, ſeu laborare non valente, per ſu- 
perviſum, teſtimonlum & contra-rotulationem alterlus 
dictæ eccleſiæ Commonachl, in hac parte dlſcretl ſuf- 
licientis & ydonel ad hoc * dictos Prlorem & Con- 
ventum capitulariter ellgendl, durante opere memorato, 


Quodque ſolutiones pro dictis operibus flant de tem- 


pore ad tempus per ordinationem, diſpoſitlonem & 
diſcretionem omnium Executorum meorum, vel ad 
minus quinque de liſdem, de fideliter adminiſtrando 
coram Inſinuante Teſtamentum meum hujuſmoudl jura- 

torum. | 
ITEM lego pro feneſtris tam ſuperioribus quam Inſfe- 
rioribus partis auſtralis eccleſice proedifte per me repa- 
rate, bene & honeſte & decenter juxta ordinationem 
& diſpoſitionem Executorum meorum vitriandis, 
Quingentas Marcas, Et volo quod fiant hujuſmodi 
feneſtre vitreæ inciplenda in fine occidentall eccleſize 
prædictæ in novo opere per me facto ſerlatim & in 
ordine uſque ad completionem ac conſummationem 
omnium feueſtrarum dicti novi operis partis auſtralis 
e 9 antedictæ 


rr Nenne 
antedictæ. Et ſi quid tunc de dicta ſumma reman- 
ſerit non expenditum, volo quod circa feneſtras ala 
borealis totaliter expendatur, incipiendo in fine ocd- 
dentali ad primam feneſtram novi operis per me facti, 
& ſic continuando verſus partem orientalem, prout de 
parte auſtrali ſuperius ſpecialiter ordinavi. 

ITEM lego Domino meo Regi unum par pelvium 
argent. & deaurat, cum roſis duplicatis ſculptis in 
fundo earundem. Et remitto eidem Domino meo 
Regi Quingentas Libras de pecunia a me mutuo re- 
cepta per eundem, 

[TEM lego Domino meo Archiepiſcapo 'Cantuarienſi 
unum anulum aureum cum lapide de ruby. Item 
unum par precum de auro appenſum ad unum monile de 


auro, habens hac verba inſculpta, „ I HC ter 
AMor Mus.“ Item unum diſcum eleemoſynarium 
argenteum & novum formatum ad modum navis, 

Tram lego Succeſſorl meo In Epiſcopatu meo Wits 
ton mellorem Librum meum de Officto Pontificall, qui in- 
cipit in ſecundo folio © Pleant excepto“ Item mellorem 
Übeum meum miſſilem 4 qui Inelplt In ſeennde folls 
— Caſendare“ Tum Angelum.“ Item lego eldem 

aeceſſort mes maserem andlum meum, aurewn, pon 
tical, eum lapide de faphiro elreumdato & ornate 
eum quatner baleys & duobus parvis dlamandls, ze 
wndechn margarliſs, Item calleem meum mellarem 
deruritum & amelatum in pede cum ymaglalbus de 
Vailione, Item Ponſere meum meliorem aperatum & 
natum eum noven aleys & cxl| margaritls, 

[1s lego Reverendo in Chriſta Patri Domino Ro- 
berto Del gratla Landon. Epiſcapo majorem lectum 
meum rabeum de ſerico, qui pendere ſolet in majorl 
camera Palatii Winton. cum toto apparatu ejuſdem, ac 
totam ſectam de tapetis ruheis camerte pradifte, qui- 
bus uti ſolco cum eodem lefto ibidem, 

ITEM lego Eecleſiee mee Winton, veſtimentum me- 
um novum de bludio panno, virgaro & operato cum 
leonibus de auro, cum viginti capis de eodem panno 
alllifrigiatls cum hiſtoria de Jeſſe. Item lego eldem 
eccleſic mem unum vas de berillo, ordinatum pro 

corpore 
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corpore Chriſti, Item unam crucem de auro cum rell - 
quiis de ligno Dominico. 

ITEM- lego Priori eccleſiæ mem prædictæ ad oran - 
dum pro anima mea unum cyphum argenteum deaura- 
tum cum cooperculo, & unum aquarium argenteum 
deauratum, pretii amborum V iginti Librarum. 

Irzu lego ſingulis Monachis ejuſdem eccleſiz in 
ordine ſacerdotali conſtitutis ad orandum proanima 
mea Quinque Marcas; cuilibet autem Monacho ejuſ- 
dem eccleſiz non Preſbytero, in minoribus ordinibus 
conſtituto, lego Quadraginta Solidos ad orandum pro 
anima mea, | 

ITEM lego Collegio meo Oxon. mitram meam & ba- 
culum meum paſtoralem, ac dalmaticas & ſandalla 
mea, | 
Irzu lego Collegio meo Winton, aliam mitram 
meam planam, aurifrigiatam, ac bibliam meam uſua- 
lem, Item librum yocatum ** Catholicon,” Item librum 
vocatum “ Ratlonale Divinorum.“ Item librum voca- 
tum * Florarlum Bartholomel.“ Item librum de Vita 
Santi Theme, vocatum 4 Themas.“ Item librum 
vocaturn “ Pars Oeull.“ 

lu lege Cuſtod! Coll, mel Oxon, Decem Marcas 
& unum eyphum argenteum deauratum eum eeepereu⸗ 
ls, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum, pretli 
anborum Vigintl Marearum 1 quem _=_ cyphum 
cum coapercula & aquarium volo difta Cuſtodl & 
ſuis In — officio Succeſſbribus ad uſum ſuum & 
dich Collegii pro perpetuo remanere. 

ITEM lego culllbet Socio perpetua ejuſdem Coll, in 
ordine ſacerdotall conſtituto Viginti Sex Solldos & 
Octo Denarios ; cullibet autem Socio non Preſbytero 
in ſacris ordinibus conſtituta Viginti Solldos; cuilibet 
vero Soclo In minoribus ordinibus conſtituto Sexdecim 
Solidos Octo Denarios z ac unicuique Scholarl ejuſdem 
Coll. infra probationis annos exiſtenti, dum tamen ſte- 
terit per annum in Collegio poſtquam receptus fuerit 
in verum & 1 Soclum ejuſdem, Treſdeclm 


Solidos Quatuor Denarios Sterlingorum, 
Cc 4 ITEM 
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Trait lego cullibet Capehlano conductitlo 
Coll. mei Oxon. — biennium continuum a die del 
mew Mok in {Qs Coll. favl#titi; & drinn evledrunti 
in eodem, Viginti Solidos, Et yolo, ordino, & difpe« 
no, quod ſingulis dlebus a die mortis met note in 
gy Gall wſque ad dlem ſolempultatle ſepulturm mem 
t quadra fltita dies en my imtmecllate fequentes 
rfl ed u commun lu Capella Ipſlny Coll, cum tote 
offlelum 1 ne miſſa ſolem — de Requien 
fo amma mea, & anlmabus omnlum dation de. 
unctorum. 

ITEM lego Decem LIbras dlvidendas & diftrlbuen- 
das Inter Cletleos & Chorlſtas Capelle diet Coll, 
Oxon, ac ger vlentes Intrlneecos communes Ipſius Call. 
Juxta diferetlonem Cuſtodls Vicecuſtodis Burſarl» 
of um Collefil! memoratl. 

Irtu lego Cuſtad! Coll, mel Winton, Decem Mar- 
cas & nnum cyphum argenteum deauratum, eum cao 
perculo, & unum aquarlum argenteum deauratum, 
pretii amborum Viginti Marcarum, Quem quidem 
cyphum cum — & aquarlo volo dicto Cuſtodl 
& ſuis in ipſius officio Sueceſſorlbus ad uſum ſuum & 
dicti Coll, pro perpetuo remanere, 

Ir u lego cuilibet Soclo perpetuo Preſbytero oj. 
dem Coll. mei Winton, Viginti Sex Solidos & Ofto 
Denarios ; cuilibet autem Capellano conductitio Ca- 
pellæ Coll, mei juxta Winton, Viginti Solidos: ac 
Magiſtro Thomæ Romſeye Inſtructori Scholarium Coll, 
predict, Centum Solidos, Sub- inſtructori vero ſive 
Hoſtiario Viginti Solidos, Et volo quod ſingulis dle- 
bus a r uſque ad diem ſolempnitatis ſe- 
pulturæ per quadraginta dies extunc immedia- 
te ſequentes dicatur in communi in Capella dicti Coll. 
Winton, cum nota officium mortuorum & miſſa ſo- 
Jempnis de Requiem pro ſalute anime meæ & omnium 
fidelium defunctorum. 

ITEM lego cuilibet Scholari Coll. mei Winton. Sex 
Solidos & Octo Denarios. 

IrEu lego Decem Marcas Sterlingorum dividendas 
& diſtribuendas inter Clericos & Choriſtas dicti Coll, 

Wiaton. 
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Winton. ac - Servientes intrincecos communes lpſius 
Coll. Junta diſeretionem' Cuſtodis Vicecuſtodis & Bur · 
ſarlorum Coll, memorat}, r nne 
Iren lego Fabrice Eccleſie Barum VIigint! Libras 
pro ex6quils die obltus mel, & die triceſimo u tempore 
mortls mew, Inter Ipſius eccleſia Canonlcos & Mlnlſ. 

tros ſolem palter celebrandls, | 
Iran lego Abbati Monaſterll de Hyda ad orandum 
hum argenteum deauratum 


pro anima mea unum ** 
cum coopereulo, pretſl Decem Librarum 1 & culllbet 


Monacho guſdem Monaſterll In ordine ſacerdotall con», 
{t\tnto Quadragihta Solldes, eulllbet vero alter! dletl 
Monaſterll Menache In minorlbus ordinibus conftituto. 
Vigintl 8olldes, ad orandum pro anlma mea, 

Eu lego Abbatlſſtee Monaſterli Sansta Marla 
Winton, Quinque Marcas Sterllngorum ; culllbet au- 
tem Monlall ejuſdem Monaſterll lego Treſdecim 8olldos 
Quatuor Denarlos, 

IrEu lego Priori & Conventul Beate Marie de 
Overe in Suthwerk meorum Patronatus & Diaceſios 
pro reparatione eccleſiz ipſorum & ad orandum pro 
anima mea Quadraginta Libras Sterlingorum in qul- 
bus michl tenentur. | 

Ir M lego Abbati & Conventui de Waverle meorum 
Patronatus & Dloceſios ad orandum pro anima mea 
Decem Libras. | | 

ITEM lego Abbathiz de Tychefeld meorum Petro - 
natus & Dioceſios unum par veſtimentorum cum 
calice. 

ITeM lego Priori & Conventui de Tanton mei Pa- 
tronatus Bathonienſis Dioceſios ad orandum pro ani- 
ma mea Centum Marcas Sterlingorum. 

ITEM lego Abbatiſſe Monaſterii Monalium de 
Romeſeye Quinque Marcas Sterlingorum 

ITEM lego Felic. Aas * Momiali ejuſdem Monaſterii 
Centum Solidos; cuilibet vero alteri Moniali ejuſdem 


Monaſterii lego Treſdecim Solidos & Quatuor Dena- 
rios. | 


* Ays, Regiſtr. Arundel, 
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IrIM lego Abbatiſſe & Conventul eſuſdem Mong. 
Nerll pro reparatlone eccleſie ſum & dali — 


Monaſterll Quadraglnta Libras Sterllngorum ln qul- 
bus michl nunc ex mutuo tenentur. 


Irru lego Fabrice Eccleſiz parochlalls lbidem 


Vigint! Mareas, 
Eu lego Abbatiſſe & Conventui de Wherewell 
ad orandum pro anima mea Viginti Marcas. 

ITEM lego Priori & Conventui Sancti Dionyſil juxta 
Suthampton ad reparandum & emendandum- detectus 
eccleſiæ ipſorum Viginti Marcas, 

IrEM lego Prioriſſæ & Conventui de Wynteney ad 
orandum pro anima mea Decem Libras Sterlingorum, 

Iryu lego Priori & Conventni de Taurigge: mee 
Dioceſios ad orandum pro anima mea Centum So- 
lidos, | 

ITEM lego ad diſtribuendum inter Fratres & Soro- 
res ac Pauperes Hoſpitalis Sancti Thome in Suthwerk 
ad orandum pro anima mea juxta diſcretionem Execu- 
torum meorum Decem Marcas, 

ITEM lego Hoſpitali Sauctæ Crucis juxta Winton, 
unum par veſtimentorum cum calice, & unum par 
pelvium argent. cum + Feer de Molyn ſculptis in 
fundo earundem ad modum crucis. 

ITEM lego Hoſpitali Sancti Nicholai de Porteſmuth 
unum par veſtimentorum cum calice, 

ITEM lego Eccleſiæ Beatz Mariz Suthampton 
unum par veſtimentorum cum calice, 

ITeM lego Collegio Sanctæ Elizabethæ unum par 
pelvium argent. cum ymagine Sancti Martini ſedente in 
equo ſculpt. in fundo earundem, ac duos urciolos ar- 
genteos ad uſum ſummi altaris ibidem. 

Ir Eu lego Hoſpitali Sanctæ Mariæ Magdalenæ pro- 
pe Civitatem Winton, pro reparatione eccleſiæ ac do- 
morum & tenementorum ejuſdem Hoſpitalis Centum 
Solidos. 

IrEM lego Sororibus Hoſpitalis Eleemoſynariæ Ec- 
cleſiæ me Sancti Swythnni Quadraginta Solidos inter 
ipſas æqualiter dividendos ad orandum pro anima mea. 


+ Fer de Moulin; 1. . The Iron of a Mill z a Bearing in Heraldry, 
ITEM 
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Irzu lego Kecleſie de Hameldon unum portifo- 
rium Capella mee Juxta eleftlonem & dlſcretlonem 
Executorum meorum, & unum callcem, 

IrEu lego conſimlli modo Eccleſia de Eſtmeone 
— allud portiforlum dlétæ Capellæ mem & unum 
callcem. 

ITEM lego cullibet Ecclefiarum ſubſcriptarum, viz, 
Wytteney, Farnham, Chiriton, Havonte, & Burghclere, 
mei Patronatus, unum veſtimentum integrum viz, pro 
dacerdote, Diacono, & Sub-diacono, cum capa etiam 
& uno calice, 

ITEM lego cuilibet Eccleſiarum ſubſcriptarum viz. 
Fallegh, Crawle, Alwardſtoke, South-Waltham, & 
Drokenesford, meorum Patronatus & Dioceſios, unam 
capam de capis uſualibus in Capella mea juxta diſcre- 
tionem Executorum meorum, nec non unum calicem, 

ITEM lego cuilibet Conventui quatuor Ordinum 
Fratrum Mendicantium Civitatis Winton, Decem Mar- 
cas ad orandum pro anima mea. 

ITEM lego Aliciz Perot conſanguineæ mez Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. | 

ITEM lego Magiſtro Johanni Wykeham Rectori 
Eccleſiæ de Crondale Centum Libras Sterlingorum. 

ITEM lego Edithæ Ryngebourne conſanguineæ meæ 
pro ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. 

ITEM lego Agneti Wodelok conſanguinez mez pro 
ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. | 

ITEM lego Johannz uxori Wilhelmi Mavyell pro ſe 
& liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis Quadraginta 
Libras Sterlingorum, 

ITEM lego Edithæ uxori Wilhelmi Croyſer conſan- 
guineæ meæ centum Libras Sterlingorum, 

ITEM lego Dominæe Agneti Sandes conſanguinez 
mer pro ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis 
Centum Libras Sterlingorum, 

Ireu lego Thome Warenner Quinquaginta Mar- 
cas in quibus michi per ſeriptum ſuum obligatorium 
tenetur, 


ITEM 
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Irzu lego Thome filio & heredl ejuſdem Thome 
conſanguineo meo Viginti Libras Sterlin 9 
ITEM lego Niginald. filio ejuſdem Thome Waren- 
ner conſanguineo meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum, 
Irzu lego Wilhelmo Ryngebourne conſanguineo 
meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum, 
'I'rsm Johanni Benett te Bottele conſanguineo meo 
Viginti Libras Sterlingorum. THER 
Ir:M lego Magiſtro Johanni Wykeham Rectori 
Eccleſiz de Biriton pro inceptione ſua in theologia & 
aliis actibus ſcholaſticis Quinquaginta Libras. - 
Irzu lego Elent forori Magier Nicholai Wykeham 
pro fe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis Viginti 
Libras. 
IEM lego Selote Purbyk Decem Libras, 
ITEM lego duobus Capitalibus Juſticiariis Domini 
* de Banco Domini Regis & de communi Banco, 
cuilibet ipſorum unum anulum aureum cum uno dya- 
mand. vel unum de parvis tablettis ad valorem Centum 
Solidorum. ars 
ITEM lego Domino Wilhelmo Hengford unum anu- 
lum aureum vel unum tablett. ad valorem Centum Soll- 
dorum. ä 
Ir RM lego Domino Roberto Faryngton unum pſalte- 
rium & unum par precum, 
ITEM lego Johanni Uvedale unum cyphum argen- 
teum vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum, 
ITEM lego Henrico Popham unum cyphum argen- 
teum vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum. 
ITEM lego Johanni Chamflour, Nicholao Bray, & 
Stephano Carre, cuilibet ipſorum unum cyphum vel a- 
liud jocale ad valorem Centum Solidorum, 
Irzu lego Domino Wilhelmo Savage ReCtori Ec- 
cleſiæ de Overton Viginti Libras. 
Iran Domino Johanni Keton Præcentorl Eccleſiz 
Suthampton Viginti Libras. iy 
ITEM volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mei 
donent & diſtribuant perſonis in Rotulo huic præſenii 
Teſtamento annexo, & ſigillo meo ſigillato, 2 
tis, 
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tis, res & ſummas in eodem rotulo iplarum ſingulls de- 
ſignatas ac etiam limitata. 

Irzu lego Executoribus meis onus adminiſtratio- 
nis hujus Teſtamenti mei in ſe ſuſcipientibus ſummam 
Mille Librarum inter ipſos æqualiter dividendam, no- 
mine remunerationis laboris eorundem circa executio- 
nem Teſtamenti prædicti; ita tamen, quod nullus die- 
torum Executorum mearum quicquam in dicta ſumma 
percipiat ſen ny oy niſi hujus Teſtamenti mei 
onus adminiftrationis in ſe ſulceperit & admiſerit, ac de 
fideliter adminiſtrando ia banis hujuſmodi Jeſtamen - 
tum meum concernentibus, coram illo, per quem 
Teſtamenti hujus probationem fieri continget, ad 
ſancta Dei Evangelia præſtet corporaliter juramen- 
tum. 

REs Dun vero bonorum mearum ſuperius non le- 
gatorum, do, lego & committo ordinationi ac diſpoſi- 
tioni Executorum meorum ſubſcriptorum ; ut ipſi de 
bonis meis prædictis pro ſalute & remedio animæ 
meæ ordinent ac fideliter diſponant ſicut in diſtricto 
examine coram Summo Judice voluerint reſpondere. 
Ho jus autem Teſtamenti mei Executores ordino, 
facio, & conſtituo; Reverendum in Chriſto Patrem 
Dominum Robertum, Dei gratia, Londonien. Epiſco- 
pum, ac venerabiles viros Magiſtros Ncholaum Wyke- 
ham, Johannem Elmere, & Johannem Campeden, 
Thomam Chelrey Seneſcallum terrarum Epiſcopatus 
mei Winton, Thomam Wykeham conſanguineum me- 
um & heredem, ac Dominum Thomam Ayleward 
Rectorem Eccleſiæ de Havonte, 

Dat. apud South-Waltham viceſimo quarto die 
Menſis Julii, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini ſe- 
cundum curſum & computationem Eccleſiz 
Anglicanz Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo Tertio, 
Indiccione undecima Pontificatus ſanctiſſimi in 
Chriſto Patris & Domini noſtri Domini Bo- 
njfacii divina Providentia Papæ Noni Anno 
Decimo _— | 

Præſentibus diſcretis viris Dominis Wilhelmo 
Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Wilhelma 
| Boutillere 
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\ Boutillere & Johanne Knyght, ac me 
Wilhelmo Doune Notario Publico hujus 
Teſtamenti Scriba, Teſtibus ad hoc voca- 
tis ſpecialiter & rogatis. 


ET EGO Wilhelmus Doune Clericus Exon. Dioc. 
Publicus auctoritate apoſtolica Notarius prædicti Teſ. 
tamenti faccioni, voluntati, ordinationi, diſpoſitioni, 
Execntorum nominationi & conſtitutioni, teſtiumque 

reædictorum rogationi, ac cæteris omnibus & ſingu- 
is præmiſſis, dum ſic ut præmittitur per Reverendum 
Patrem Dominum Wilhelmum Wykeham Epiſcopum 
Winton, ſub anno, indiccione, pontificatu, menſe, die, 
te loco prædictis agebantur & fiebant, una cum pre» 
nominatis teſtibus præſens interfui, eaque ſic fieti vidi 
% audivi: ac de mandato ejuſdem Reverendi Patris 
ſcripſi & in hanc publicam formam redegi, ſignoque 
& nomine mels conſuetis ſignavi in fidem & teſtimo- 
nium omnium præmiſſorum. 
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CODICELLUS ſve ROT U Ls de quo ſupra fit 
mentio. 


Thomas Chelrey de vaſis argent. ad va- 


lorem . I. libr. 
Thomas Wykoham de vaſis argent ad 

valorem » ©. Boy. 
Magiſter Nicholaus Wykeham de vaſi 

argent. ad valorem - - I. libre. 


Magiſter Johannes Ellemere de vaſ ar- 


gent. ad val. 1. libr. 
3 Johannes Campeden de de val 
arg. ad val. » + 3, br. 
Magiſter Robertus Keton de vaſ, arg I. 8. d. 
ad val. xxvj xiij Ii 


Thomas Aylward de vaſ. arg. ad val. - _ ' 3. br. 
Wilhelmus Norton de val. arg. ad val. xxvj xiij ij 
Thomas Lavyngton de vaſ. arg. ad val. xxvj xIij ity 
Wilhelmus Butillere xx Libr, cum uno 


calice præterea. 


Walterus Aude C - „ „„ 
Johannes Sturmiſtre xx Libr. cum uno 

calice, | 
Johannes Lytton - . . x libr, 
Johannes Bussh . - . xx libr. 


Richardus Chicheſ tre * Xljj l 
Johannes Knyght xx Libr, cum uno ca- 


lice 
Johannes Langele - - * vj XII th 
Johannes Hen . - - — c. 8 
oc, Balliff . . C, $, 


ilhelmus Waben xx Libr. cum 
uno cipho argent, 


Johannes Foxle - — x libr. 
Wilhelmus Weſtynton - x libr. 
Radulphus Arches -» - e. be 


Johannes Dantre c Solid, de oblig. 
Wilhelmus Changelton . 3 5 
Johannes 
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Johannes Coudray >. 4. a. G . 
Guido Denham =» 2392 
Nic holaus Gifrewaſtt _ + b 8 vi 4 
Thomas Penne - - . Ixvis viij d 
Johannes Arnold 5 0. . 
Johannes Shire Cv, 
Johannes Deveniſh c Solid. de ablig. .. 
ohannes Prewes = UE Ixvj $ vijd 
ohannes Pope - - - j xis ij d 
icholaus Hackeſtalle — 1 s$ vijd 
Wilhelmus Doune - C c. 8. 
Wilhelmus Grene 1 * svij d 
Johannes Boſeham 9 x] s. 
Stephanus Auſtel . 1 xl s. 
Nicholaus Sturgeon - - - xl 8, 
Wilhelmus Welde - . . xl. 
Rogerus de Camera | 'y 
5. 
Petrus Knyght + . - vj xij ith 
Johannes Barbour . - Fa hr vil 
Nicholaus Gerveyss +«- -«- A wij 
Wilhelmus Peti- John . - Ixyj wi 
Wilhelmus Saleman . . vj xj jijj 
Richardus Crokkere . IIS. Ixv} vii) 
Johannes Combe - . vj x 1h 
Johannes Cranbourne . . Ixvj vil) 
Thomas Somer . . . Ixvj vil 
Robertus Hertele - . . IXVI vil) 
Robertus Goos . . . Ixvj vil) 
Richardus Bonyet OS 8 x| 8, 
Johannes Skyrewhit 8 * Ixyj wij 
Thomas Squiler . . . Ixvj vil) 
Robertus Grey . - . Ixvj vil) 
Johannes Namby q . - Ixvj vii) 
ohannes Golde - - - Ixvj vii) 
ohannes Gay » - " Ixvi vii 
ilhelmus Wayte : . Ixvj vil 
Thomas Bakere Huntere xl 5, 
Johannes Ferrour n wij 
Petrus 
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petrus Hyndon 
Thomas wa 
Johannes Mundy 
Wilhelmus L“ Ruſſel] 


Cuilibet v9" ſolid, . 


Richardus [“ Wintrythe! 


Galfridus [“ Bowyar] 


Nicholaus Bucher 
Johannes Gare Butellar, 
Richardus Howe 
Richardus Forde 
Rogerus Gare Aulz 
Johannes Bury 
Thomas Lavender 
Johannes Bolt 
Johannes Frythe 
Nicholaus Bonde 
Rogerus Gare Piſtrina 
Richardus Smith g. came- 
re Domini | 
Thomas Rede 
Gardinar, de Waltham 
Johannes Fox | 
Wilhelmus Gog 
Johannes Martyn 
Richardus Bikebrok 
Johannes Stanes 
Wilhelmus Balllf 
Johannes Billebury 
Robertus Bathe 
Johannes Lemere 
Wilhelmus Aldewyne 


Garcio Venatoris 
Pag. Char, Goos 
Pag, Char, Somer 
Pag. Lavendr. 
Pag. Piſtrinæ 


Vet. Regiſtr, Coll, Wint, 


p Cuilibet Is xl ſolid, 


AND, 
Pag. Palfr. Tong 
Pag. Pult. | 
Pag. Carnific, 

= -— Calbe : | 
ag. Squiler Det » » ld, 
Johanna Smyth n 
Johnne Fox, Junlor, 


ohannes Wayte 
ag, Hak, 


8Imon Membury * 8 1 . llbr. 
Vicar de 8ombourn Regiſtr, unum el» } 

phum arg. cum cooperculo ad valorem FB mee 
L“ Johannes Doun Clerleug Regilty, qulnque mare. 


Wilhelmus Mavyel 1 
Johannes Arches 
Wilhelmus Faukener 
Johannes Dekene Cullibet iſtorum e. 5. * 
dwardus Coudray  unum ciphum arg. a 
ohannes Fromond ” valorem c.s, ad eleccis 
Richardus Wallop nem Execytorum, ' 
Richardus Elys | s | 
1'humas Warennere 
Walterus Hoke 1 


Richardus Prewes Clericus Epiſcopatus x lr. 
Wilhelmus Portman Clericus de Taunton + 
Wilhelmus Lamport Clericus de Dounton 1xvj s viij d 
Edmundus Nyng Clericus de Twyford © c. s 
Richardus Sydal Clericus de Wytteneye Ixvjs vilj d 
Tohannes Compton Clericus de Wergrave Izv] 8 vi d 
Henricus Habraham Clericus de Sutton c. s 
Wilhelmus Knyght Clericus de Meone x libr. 
Richardus Knollere Clericus de Waltham CY 


Wilhelmus Pope Clericus de Clere c. 8 
Johannes Shire Clericus de Farnham lxxjs viij d 
Johannes Myſt . 3 x libr. 


* Vet, Resiſtr. Coll. Wint. : 
4 lie Regiliy, Arundel. Deeſt in Vet, Regiſt, Coll, Wint. 
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{ahitor de Taunton * | 
— 2 3 joxta dlſcreclonem EAecutorum. 
— London, 
de Taunton ) 
de Waltham 
de Farnham 


2 Hameldon | + f | 
« Meone uxta diſereclon 
Parcarius 19 Merdon 1 n was 
de Merewell | 
de Clere , 
de Sutton 
| de Farham 
de Biterne J 


Cuſtos Warennck de Overton 

_ Warenne de Farnham ( 

Cuſtos Warenne de Wergrave Eg] Ol? Or 

Cuſtos Warenne de Longwode J eee 

Thomas Buckingham Waren- utorum. 
narius de Eſshere 


N DEI NOMINE AMEN, Ego Wilhelmus 

Wykeham Altiſſimo permittente humilis Miniſter. 
Eceleſiæ Cath. Wynt. licet indignus, conſiderans quod 
imbulatoria eſt voluntas teſtantium uſque ad vitæ 
ipſorum exitum, nec non ad mentem meam revo- 
cans, ac memoriæ reducens, quod poſt Teſtamenti mei 
factionem, nonnulla in eòdem Teftamento legata, ordi- 
nata, & diſpoſita, ſunt per me divina gratia aſſiſtente 
juxta dictæ ultimæ voluntatis meæ diſpoſitionem adim- 
pleta & executioni realiter demandata; idcirco codi- 
cillando quoad omnia legata hujuſmodi, quæ duxi præ- 


ſentibus codicillis ſpecialius exprimenda, Executores in 


præfato Teſtamento meo nominatos volo eſſe penitus 
exoneratos etiam & quietos, ac eadem legata expreſſe 


idimo per preſentes. In primis legatum Dugegtarum 
d 2 rarum 


ibrarum 
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Librarum rellctum pauperlbus priſonls “ In Teſtaments 
meo predifte, Item legatum veſtiment| nov! de blods 
panne virgate & operate eum leonibus de aure, eum 
irlglnta capls de eodem panno aurlfriglatis cum hiſto» 
ria de Je e reliftum FEeccleſip mem Wynton, In eodem, 
Item legatum reliftum in eodem Abbati Man, de 
Hyda & cullibet monacho ejuſdem Mon, Item legatum 
precum relictum in eodem Domino Roberto Faryng- 
ton, Item Quinquaginta Marcas de legato C Libra- 
rum relict. in eodem Aliciz Perot conſanguinem mes, 
Item omnia & ſingula legata relifta in quodam Rotulo 
eidem Teſtamento annexo & ſigillo meo ſigillato, de 
quo in eodem Teſtamento meo fit mentio, perſonis in 
eodem Rotulo matriculatis adſeripta adimo, eo quod 
de eiſdem agens in humanis meam complevi in omnibus 
voluntatem. Item volo & ordino quod fi que alia de 
relictis ordinatis & diſpoſitis in Teſtamento meo aut 
præſentibus codicillis per me perantea aut in futurum 
dum fuero in humanis fuerint facta ſoluta vel etiam 
executa quod illa ceſſent poſt mortem meam, ac ea 
exnunc prout extunc adimo: & quod ad ipſa facienda 
ſolvenda vel exequenda Executores mei nullatenus 
onerentut ſeu etiam compellantur, ſed quod in illis 
omnibus ſint liberi quieti & prorſus abſoluti. Fact. 
fuerunt predict, Codicill. per me Wilhelmum Wyke- 
ham antedictum apud Southwaltham decimo die Men- 
ſis Jannarii Anno ab Incarnatione Domini ſecundum 
curſum & computationem Eccleſiæ Anglicanz Mille- 
ſim» Quadringeuteſimo Tertio, Indiccione Duodecima, 
Pontiſicatus ſanctiſſimi in Chriſto Patris & Domini 
noſtri Domini Bonifacii divina providentia Papæ Noni 
Anno Quintodecimo preſentibus diſcretis viris Domi - 
nis Wilhelmo Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Johanne 
Knyght & Johanne Busſh Preſbyteris, teſtibus ad pre- 
milſa vocatis ſpeclaliter & rogatis, Et ego Wilhelmus 
Doupe Clericus Exonien. Dioc. Publicus auCtoritate 
apoltolica Notarius predict. Codicill. faftioni teſtium 
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mittitur per Reverendum Patrem Domlnum Wilhelmum 
Wyke- 
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APPENDIX M 


Wykeham Epliſcopum Wynton, ſub Anno, Indleelone, 
pont, menſe, dle, & loco ren agebantur & fie» 
bant, una cum prenominatle teſtibus preſens Interful, 
eaque fie fler! vid! & audiyl, feripſi & in hane publi- 
cam farmam redegl, ſignoque & nomine mels conſuetls 
\gnay requlſitus In fidem & teſtlmonlum omnlum pres 
miſſorum. 


TENORE præſentium Nos Thomas, &c. notum 
facimus univerſis quod nono die Menſis Octobris Anno 
Domini Mileſimo Quadringenteſimo Quarto, in hoſpi- 
tio noſtro in Civitate Coventr, ſupraſcript. Teſtamentum 
bone memoriæ Wilhelmi Wykeham ultimi Wynt. 
Epiſcopi noſtræ Cantuarienſis Eccleſiæ dum vixit Suf- 
fraganei jam defuncti, una cum codicill. præſentibus 
annex. coram nobis exhibit. & legitime probat. appro- 
bavimus & inſinuavimus ac pro veris Teſtamento & 
Codicillo & ultima voluntate dicti defuncti legitime 
juxta juris exigentiam pronunciavimus, nec non ad 
committend. fn forma juris Executoribus in eodem 
Teſtamento nominatis adminiſtrationem omnium bona» 
rum hujuſmodi Teſtamentum & Codicillum concernen- 
tium, dilectis in Chriſto fillis Magiſtro Johanni May- 
denheth Vicario noſtro in ſpiritualibus & Cuſtodi ſpiritu- 
alitatis Civitatis & Dioc. Wynton, ſede epiſcopali ibis 
dem vacante, & fratri Thome Nevyle Priori Eccleſiz 
Wynton, communiter & diviſim commiſimus vices 
noſtras, In quorum teſtimonium ſigillum noſtrum 
præſentibus eſt appenſum, Dat, die, loco, menſe, & 
Anno Domini ſupradictis; & noſtræ tranſlationis anno 
nono. 


THOMAS permiſſione divina, & dilectis in 
Chriſto fillis Magiſtro Johanni Maydenheth Vicario 
noſtro In (piritualibus & Cuſtodi ſpiritualitatis ( Ivitar, 
& Dioc. Wynt. ſede epiſcopali Ibidem vacante, ac fra- 
tri Thome Nevyle Priori Eccleſio Wynt. Salutem 
(ratiam & Benedlétlonem. Ad commlttendum in for- 
ma juris adminiſtrationem omnium bonorum que fue- 
tint bone memorke Domini Wilhelmi Wykcham ultimj 
Wyar, 
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ynt, Epiſeopl gudrun, Rccleſiw dam with ue 
ganel fam defunétl tempore mortls ſum ſhuth etl” 
ernent, Teſtamemum & us ulfftmam bv % e. 
m noble probat, ac per nos etlam approbat, Ubiehn⸗ 
Infra noſtram provinclam exlſtentlum Execute: 
In eodem Teftamento nomlnatls ft eum fuſelpere 
CR voluerint preſtito 4 r eoſdem & 
rum quemlibet juramento ad ſancka Bel Evangelia 
per eos cor porallter tacta, quod fidele mventartum bo- 
forum hujaſmodi cenficlent, ac Ipfa Junta ultlndn 
predict defunctl voluntatem fidellter advolhiſtrabuny, 
nobls de & ſupra adminiſtratione ſax Hüfuftnoqdl f 
delem ompotum ſive ratioclnium reddent, cum ſuper 
hoc congrue fuerinr 1 quodque atquletaticiam 
vel acquierancias aliquibus debitoribus tpſius defuncti 
non conflelent nec conficlet aliquis eorundem fine con · 
fenſu majoris & fanioris partis Executorudr ſuorum, 
nec aliqua de bonls prædictis fibi appropffabunt vet 
uſurpabunt, ſeu fie appropriabit vel uſurpabit allquis 
8 elſdem, ſalvis legatis eis relictis & difpoſitls per de- 
num, & rationabilibys expetiſis circa admintftratio- 
nem hujuſmodi exponend. vobis communiter & divifim 
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tenore præſentium committimus vices noſtras & plenam 


teſtatem. Et quod in præmiſſis feceritis nos ante 
eſtum Sancti Andre Apoſtoli prox. futur. debite 
certificetis per veſtras patentes litteras harum ſeriem & 
nomina & cognomina Executorum quibus hujuſtniod? 
adminiftrationem ut præmittitur commiſeritis conti- 
ventes. Dat. in hoſpitio noſtro Coventriz notio die 
Menſis Octobr. Anno Domini Milleſimo Quadringen 
teſimo Quarto, Et noſtræ tranſlationis anno nono. 
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